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Editorial

We are delighted to learn that Brian Chant
is making a good recovery from his accident
at Oulton Park. He has appointed Mr. R. M.
L. Biles, 164, Lonnen Road, Piiford, Wim-
borne, Dorset as Assistant Competition Secre-
tary. The appointment is to assist with end-
of-season Concours/Driving Test results from
Alvis Days, and to calculate points positions
and Master Class competitors therefrom.
Qur Technical Editor, Dr. Brian Agnew,
has been hard at work researching informa-
tion on Alvis cars from early Bulletins and
other sources which should prove most useful
to readers. He asks for further contributions
to this collection in the shape of original
articles or indications of published material
which is relevant to our needs.
Eric Stapleton

The Chairman’s
Column

CLUB OUTDOOR EVENTS

In spite of attempts by the weather to upset
International Alvis Day, the attendanes at
Alvis Days so far has been very good, with
an excellent model range, and particular in-
terest being shown in pre-war cars.

DUXFORD

In spite of the morning rain, was a great
success. Frank Kay and his team kept the
programme moving, Concours standards were
high, the Driving tests lively, and obviously
enjoyed by competitors and spectators. The
highlight of the afternoon was the Cavalcade,
which created so much interest.

SOUTH WEST DAY

Again at Sherborne, and this year the weather
was kind — fine and sunny — no lightning
strikes ! S.W. members must have been very
pleased at the attendance, and the almost full
field of Alvis created a great deal of interest.
‘The range of models from the FWD to the TF
and the very high standard of the majority
was a joy to see. The highlight for me was
the “10 Year" Cavalcade. Was it really ten
years ago when we met at Newton Abbot
racecourse—the first SW. Day for a very
long time.

CovenTRY—the home of our cars, and the
Midland Event, once again at the Works.
Another fine day teo! Here again it was
pleasing to see such a good turn out, plus a
number of Alvis out for the first time in

some after much hard work restoring
boxes of parts into new cars. Congratulations
are due to all concerned. and it was pleasing
to see these excellent examples featuring in
the awards.

I was unable to visit the Northern and
Scottish events. I was in the S.W. on June 2nd
and on holiday in Scotland on June 9th get-
ting just as wet as members did at Northern
Alvis Day !

SPARES
TA 14 Rear Springs
We are going ahead with this project and
members who earlier requested New Springs
have been advised. If anyone is in need, please
let me know.
TA 14 Brake Galiers
1 have a limited quantity of these items avail-
able in sets of FOUR—£10.50 post paid.

HEREFORD
There is just time to book for our weekend
event at The Green Dragon—25-27 October
1985 including a Jazz Club session on Friday
evening (we hope), a delightful drive into
Wales on Saturday morning, and a Dance on
Saturday evening. A fresh air drive before
lunch on Bunday!

There are a few places for Dinner only on
Saturday, followed by our Dance.

Please BOOK direct with the hotel and
state if Sunday lunch is NOT required.

CAR INSURANCE SCHEME
Please note, Graham Perry is handling this
for us, NOT A. P. Knight. I will however be
pleased to assist if necessary.

QUOTE of all time—*I owned an Alvis for
20 minutes, wrote off a Sierra, which de-
molished a wall, damaged a van which tried
to knock down the entrance to a pub.

The Club Brokers were most helpful”,

Eric Ogkman

Said in Sport

VSCC MENDIP NIGHT NAVIGATION
RALLY—14th February

Take a handful of hardy souls, a bitterly cold
night in the midst of winter, some desolate
ice and snow-bound countryside and a few
pre-war motor cars and you have the recipe
for this highly enjoyable (?) event!

The sole representative of PVT Alvis was
the writer’s well known Mayfair saloon
brought up to night rally standards by the
fitting of a map light. Even without heating
this seemed luxurious compared to one or two
real hardies in open two scaters!

The start was at midnight from Abel's
Boatyard in Bristol where we were made very
welcome with heat, light and coffee. From
there the course meandered for some 140
miles through the Mendip Hills to finish at
about six in the morning at Burrington
Restaurant in the Cheddar Gorge.

With a distinctly unpromising weather fore-
cast there were a number of non-starters and,
due to attritions of one sort or another, not a
few retirements—amongst the latter being
Jane Amold-Forster in her 12/50. The only



other Alvis entered, Lou Wickham's well
known 12/50, as one might expect of this
combination, stayed the course to finish eighth
in the Vintage class. The writer and his crew
made what seemed to be a good start, the big
Alvis picking her way delicately over some
atrocious roads, when about two o'clock in
the morning a hill was breasted to reveal a 1
in 6 down gradient, no vestige of grip, and a
Riley neatly wedged bank to bank half way
down. Stopping the Alvis was an exercise in
slow motion panic! Alas, by the time we had
dug the Riley out—and there was no possi-
bility of going back up the hill—we were
hopelessly out on time, but worse still the
driver had contrived to fall over on the ice
and sustain a suspected fractured wrist. From
that point on things got steadily worse as gear
changing became near impossible and steering
with one hand in those conditions was less
than an ideal arrangement!

Then, already very late, we met a Marshal
afflicted by the cold who was convinced that
he was Time Cantrol 7 (which in fact we
should not have reached for a further two
hours) when in fact he was Route Check 7
and just closing.

We got back more or less on time by mis-
sing out one or two time controls and from
there on quite a few passage controls—con-
centrating mainly on time. The result at the
end of the day (or rather night), apart from a
well earned very welcome breakfast, was a
respectable fifth in the PVT class. By then
the driver was quite incapable of functioning
further and, much to his glee, co-navigator
Brian Stoner, was put in charge for the 200
mile drive home. Light relief was provided on
the way home when at an M4 service arca
attempts to buy an elastic bandage resulted in
the retired driver having his wrist and arm
injury rigged by the staff with what appeared
to be an elephant’s foot bandage—to the
great delight of a crowd of customers who
failed to appreciate that the real excitement
had been over for some hours.

Do it again, did you ask? — of course we
will.

David Rouse

V.S C.C. FIRST SILVERSTONE RACE
MEETING—13th April 1985
“Quips and Cranks and Wanton Wiles"
Joun MiLToN 1608-1674

“The ‘cranks’ part of John Milton's quote was
to prove prophetic to two Alvis owners; for
the rest of the plot read on. The fact that the
V.S.C.C. were not superstitious by holding
the meeting on the 13th might have dismayed
some people. Your scribe’s appearance at
work was not necessary that week so was thus
allowed to attend practice on Friday, the
weather being sunny but with a cold wind.
Practice was notable because the Hulbert 12/70

broke its crank and your scribe and his *“‘oppo™
known to all and sundry as ‘Fat Mick’, were
intimately poking a F1/2 Ferrari of 1952/4
when they were accosted by a Scottish voice
attached to one J. C. Stephen, who had ven-
tured south again to dispense wise and timely
advice to competitivély minded Alvis owners.

Saturday dawned dry but not so sunny and
windy. There was a record entry of over 200
cars and with the prospect of a ‘Good’ Alvis
race your reporter noted on an early visit to
the paddock, there were *‘Alvises in all direc-
tions”: wherever you stepped in the paddock
it seemed you fell over an Alvis. Whilst walk-
ing round the paddock during scrutineering
your scribe observed that Baddiley’s Speed 25
had had much winter work expended on it
and looked much smarter. This was the ex-
Stan Hicken car. I believe Rod Jolley's Giron
had also lots of midnight oil spent on it over
the winter and the blower has been reposi-
tioned on the nearside right under the head
to get rid of those troublesome long inlet
pipes and flap valves and things. It sounded
fine in practice, but suffered a slipping clutch
in later practice which eventually precluded
it from racing. It’s trying to put all those
galloping horses through Mr. Ferodo’s plate
that -does it.

I was also saddened to hear of the death
of Arthur Hardy the week before. Arthur
rarely missed supporting Alvis owners at
V.S.C.C. Silverstone over many years and
was usually accompanied by his close friend
Tony Sanders—he will be sorely missed.

Humphrey Collis in the Speed 20 sufifered
from increasingly worse misfire in practice.
Eventually there was a complete loss of sparks
so he rebuilt the mag, only for the sudden
increase in power to break the crank in his
last race which was foul luck for Humphrey.
There was a good selection of Alvises in the
car parks but a lack of P.V.T's for which
your reporter is unable to offer an explanation.

So to the racing proper. The first event was
the customary 40 minute Blind (Bind!) in
which there were five Alvises entered, two
12/50%s, one 12/60, one 12/70 and the A. P.
Smith 4.3 with the engine bored out to the
odd size of 4,410c.c. This was observed at the
end of the pits early on missing badly. Could
this have anything to do with the compulsory
plug change for this event? Race 2 was the
Fox and Nicholl Trophy over 8 laps and had
a goodly sprinkling of Alvises but none were
in the money as the faster ones were handi-
capped out of it. The Brydon 4.3 retired after
5 laps, perhaps he was saving the car for the
Alvis race and Graham Burrows in the Speed
25 finished a good fifth.

The next race was the 10 lap ITALA AND
LANCHESTER TROPHIES Race, the only
Alvis entered being Eric Benfield's 200 mile



race car in its usual pristine condition with
Eric having as ever a steady race.

Race 5 was the 10 lap Pre War Allcomers
and there were just two Alvises, the Dunham
Brooklands car and Albert Sparrowhawk in
the ex Harold Barr 4.3, both in amongst the
might of the E.R.A.’s, Alfa Tipo B Maserati’s,
Bugatti's and 24 litres of Napier Bentley. H. R.
Dunham retired on lap 1 and Albert finished
15th with a best lap of 1 min. 16.2 secs. which
is very quick for a 4.3. The next race was a
5 lap handicap with Tony Cox's F.W.D. driven
by Gerry Michelmore and Frank Spencer’s
well known Persil White 12/50 but bath were
out-handicapped. ;

Race 8 was a traditional 5 lap handicap and
had five Alvis cars in it; Laurie Merriott drove-
a nicely judged race to come through to 2nd
place in the 12/70. Poor Humphrey Collis’
crank cried enough in this race. I'm sure we
will see Humphrey competing again before too
long. The last race of the day, the Survivors’
Handicap had only one Alvis in, that being
Peter Woodley's Firefly/4.3, which although it
went like there was no tomorrow the handicap
was really too stiff for it to overcome.

So ended another April Silverstone, the re-
cuperative effects of which do your scribe no
end of good after a hard winter. There was.
alas, a fairly high rate of attrition amongst the
Alvis cars, but I'm sure they will be out to
play later in the year, so roll on July Silver-
stone.

Mike Pratt

V.S.C.C. SILVERSTONE, Saturday 13 Aprll
Event 4. Five Lap Alvis Handicap Race
For the April Silverstone meeting the V.S.C.C.
attracted over 200 entries, of which Alvis cars
accounted for ten per cent. The weather was
bitterly cold, but fortunately dry. .

Event 4, a handicap for Alvis and Alvis
engined cars was it seems the first all-Alvis
race since the "twenties when Henly's, the Alvis
distributors, organized events for Alvis own-
ers. The entry consisted of six 4.3 litres, three
Speed 25's, four Speed 20, six 12/50’s, two
12/60%s, five 12/70's, Dick Gilbert’s Firefly
Special, Dean’s Silver Eagle, Benfield’s 200
mile racer, Cox’s Front Wheel Drive Car and
one Frazer Nash TT replica. Sadly there were
a number of non-starters, which included
Hulbert's Alvis 12/70, which suffered serious
engine maladies earlier on during the meeting.

With the fall of the flag and the release of
the first batch of cars it was Smith's 4.3 first
into Copse followed by Merriott, Walder’s
12/50, Crabtree 12/70 and Spencer in his
12/50. There then followed Humphrey Collis
in his trusty Speed 20 and Gilbert all on his
own in the Firefly Special.

Brydon (“Speed King"—Comp. Sec.) ap-
peared to be going very quickly in contrast to
the sensibly driven 12/50 of Newby. Next into

Copse were Clinkard (Speed 20), Burrows in
the ex-Ridley Speed 25, Wickham, Roscoe 4.3,
Ealand and Morgan 12/50. Sadly as the Com-
petition Secretary endeavoured to blast off the
line the diff on Brutus disintegrated leaving
him stranded in the middle of the track. Those
completing their first lap had to pass as best
they could until the race was finally stopped.
_g.rut'us very nearly had an even shorter wheel-
ase!

With the track cleared the race re-started.
First into Copse once again was Smith follow-
ed by Baddiley, Crabtree, Collis, Walder and
Benfield. Woodley and Dunham in the famous
Brooklands 12/70 made a fine sight as they
battled for the best racing line.

Second lap and Gilbert retired the Firefly to
be followed by Shapland with the Frazer Nash
TT Rep. Baddiley meanwhile, in the ex-Stan
Hicken Speed 25, was ‘pressing on ahead of
Smith and Benfield. By lap three Sparrowhawk
was beginning to make an impression on his
handicap carving his way through the field and
in the process setting fastest lap for the race in
1 minute 16.8 seconds (75.38 m.p.h.). Lap four
and Cox in the F.W.D. car retired. Merriott
meanwhile whilst going very well seemed to
have an aversion to using both hands when
taking Copse.

By lap 5 it was clear that Baddiley, barring
disasters, would win, which he did in style fol-
lowed by Sparrowhawk some 10 seconds later.
then Merriott closely pursued.by Clinkard,
Burrows and Brydon.

G. Spollen

FIVE LAP ALVIS HANDICAP RACE

Place Driver Car Best Lap
1 R. Baddiley Speed 25 1.27.5
2 A. Sparrowhawk 4.3 1.16.8
3 L. J. J. Merriott  12/70 1.289
4 A. C.R. Clinkard Speed 20 1.20.6
5 G. Burrows Speed 25 Special 1.19.9
6 I. Brydon 4.3 1240
T D. Roscoe 4.3 Sports 1.19.9
8 A. P. Smith 4.3 1.31.2
9 C. G. Taylor 12/70 1.29.2

10 E. J. Benfield 200 Mile 1.31.8

11 H. R. Dunham 12/70 Brooklands 1.17.8

12 P.D. Woodley Firefly Special 1.18.3

13 H.S.T. Walker  §| 20 1.329

14 L. T. Wickham SP 12/50 1.44.7

15  N.T.Walder 12/50 1.338

16  R.Dean Silver Eagle 1.36.1

17 R. Ealand Speed 25 1.25.6

18  D. Crabtree 12/70 1.36.5

19 E. Ash Tililstz)fso :33;

20  F.Spencer 1 40.

21 H Collis Speed 20 1454

22 J. Morgan 12/50 1.59.8

23 C. J. Newby 12/50 X 1.10.8

R. A. Cox F.WD. Retired 1.48.2
R.S. C. Shapland Frazer Nash TT Rep.

Ret. 1410
R. P. Gilbert Firefly Special Ret.  1.39.7

Winner's speed: 64.32 m.p.h.



The Silverstone Alvis Handicap Race (Photograph by Ian Parker)




VSCC VINTAGE & HISTORIC TROPHY
MEETING AT DONINGTON

Sunday, 28th April

Having left Surrey early Sunday morning the
paddock at Donington was a welcome sight.
Arriving just before scrutineering really got
under way, we were greeted by a north wester-
ly wind which whipped up clouds of dust
across the paddock area. Quite surprising
really when the rest of the Donington facilities
are on a par or above the other national cir-
cuits. in the country. Maybe Mr. Wheatcroft
is waiting to be allocated the Grand Prix be-
fore he spends on scalpings or a good quality
tarmac for the paddock area. The Alvis con-
tingent was present again in some force and
for Albert Sparrowhawk it was his first visit to
Donington and looked forward with great
anticipation to exercising the 4.3 iri the prac-
tice period. As far as I am aware all other
Alvis competitors had raced at Donington
before this meeting.

The first race of the day, the Brooklands
Society Trophy Handicap 5 lap race had four
Alvis competitors, namely in numerical order:

H. R. Dunham 12/70 Brooklands.
Albert Sparrowhawk Alvis 4.3.
Graham Burrows Speed 25 Special.
David Roscoe Alvis 4.3 Sports.

From the start the earliest Alvis awav was
1 min. 15 sec. behind the small Austin Ulsters.
Up to 1 min. 30 secs. for Dunham in the 12/70
Brooklands. It was quite interesting to see the
effort put in by the drivers of these smaller
vehicles and the rapidity with which the larger
cars start to gobble up the smaller fish as they
made tracks through the field. Certainly every-
body was trying and it was interesting to see
that at the end of the race the first Alvis home
was Albert Sparrowhawk finishing in third
place behind the Bugatti Riley Special to
which he had conceded 1 min. 20 secs. at the
start and in second place the 1930 Riley driven
by M. W. Green who had a 55 sec. advaniage.
As it transpired the fastest lap in the race was
put up by Albert Sparrowhawk, 1 min. 39.6
secs. equal to 70.73 miles per hour, not bad for
a first time visit. :

The next Alvis home was H. R. Dunham in
Sth place with a fastest lap of 1 'min. 40 secs.

Sixth place went to David Roscoe with a fast-
est lap of 1 min. 43.4 secs. and 11th place was
awarded to Graham Burrows in the Speed 25
Special with a fastest lap of 1 min. 40.8 secs.
The next race with Alvis competitors, was
race 3 in which four Alvis competitors took
part, namely E. Ash 12/50, R. Baddiley Alvis
Speed 25, A. P. Smith Alvis 4.3, and Frank
Spencer Alvis 12/50. Although I did not see
this ‘race personally, looking at the results
again the Alvis contingent did rather well.
R. Baddiley finished in third place after five
laps, narrowly beating A. Daulton at the finish.

Other competitors who completed the race
were A. P. Smith in sixth place, B. Ash in 10th
place and a notable absentee Frank Spencer
who had to retire after one lap.

The next race was deemed to be the best of
the day and no-one was diappointed with the
standard of competition. The Shuttleworth
and Nuffield Trophies race was hotlv contested
by Patrick Lindsay ERA. David Black Alfa
léomBeo Tipo, B and Martin Morris ERA

11B.

We were watching at the exit of the chicane
just prior to the main straight start/finish area.
On the 5th lap David Black and Martin Morris
entered the chicane side by side and although
David Black made a quicker exit from the
chicane Martin Morris was right on his offside
rear wheel and giving him a nudge to wake
him up. To hear these cars in full cry along the
top straight is something that cannot be easily
described and the best way to understand what
I am talking about is to attend the next VSCC
meeting.

As the race résults showed the first place
was given to Patrick Lindsay after 10 laps who
managed to pull out a 4.7 second lead after
only 10 laps. The grid consisted of 8 ERA’s,
2 Maserdtis, David Black’s Alfa Romeo and
various other single make cars. The fastest lap
was put up by Patrick Lindsay at 1 min. 27.1
secs. equalling 80.88 miles per hour. Consider-

"ing the standard of preparation for the ERA’s

without precedent, the times put up by Alvis
‘competitors look very healthy indeed. In be-
tween some of the races the meeting was
treated to the historic sounds of the BRM P25
car being exercised by both Neil Corner and
also Bruce Halford. The high shrill sound for
me was reminiscent of the Honda Fours raced
by Hailwood in the late 60’s. and although the
day was rather cold it still put shivers up my
spine and brought back memories of my com-
petitive days in the late '60’s. A car worth
looking at is the Vanwall GP car at further
race meetings driven by Tony Merrick, I
understand that this car in fact caught fire
later on in this meeting and considerable
damage has been sustained. Whether it will be
at the next meeting at Oulton Park is doubtful
but the standard of preparation was second
to none.

In race 8, the John Goddard trophy handicap
race, H. R. Dunham put up a very creditable
performance in giving a 1 min. 35 sec. start to
the winner R. Toone in an Alfa Romeo 1750,
finishing in fourth place, only 23 secs. behind
the winner’s time.

In the final race No. 9, a five lap handicap.
of the six Alvis cars entered for the race three
managed to get into results. Highest place
went to Graham Burrows who finished third
in the Speed 25 Special and also set up the
fastest lap of 1 min. 58.8 secs. equivalent to



59.30 miles per hour, only being narrowly
beaten by an AC in second place and a
Morgan 4/4 which won by 8 secs. with
Graham in third place. John Brydon in the
4.3 managed to finish in 15th place and Peter
Woodley in 19th place driving his Firefly

Special.

All in all the day provided quite a few
interesting results and put a new meaning into
the saying “Where there’s a will there’s a

way
Clive Taylor

The Resurrection of PDU29 (con.
Alvis TC21/100 Grey Lady DHC

Having met John Leek for the first time, it
transpired that he was the brother of James
Leek, to whom I had sold my MG TD, some
twenty years previously, I was told that, much
to my astonishment and disbelief, many of the
spares sold with the MG at the time, were
still stored in an upstairs room; John kindly
offered them to me.

I accepted the offer gratefully, and these
have since been delivered to the MG’s delight-
ed present owner who is a friend of mine.

Having bought the Alvis for near enough
what it cost new in 1954, I had a number of
possible alternatives to consider, viz:

19 To transport the car to my home in
Surrey.

2) To transport the car to a friend's work-
shop in Brighton.

3) To transport the car to Red Triangle in
Kenilworth,

4) To allow All Electric Garage to carry out
just zufficient work on the car for it to pass
the MOT test, so that it could be driven south.
The fourth alternative was finally selected
partly for financial reasons and partly for
geograpaical reasons since:

1) All Electric Garage's engine fitter John
Perkins had just rebuilt the engine of John
Leek's TD21 saloon, which John had retained
for himself;

2) John Leek agreed very generously to a
mutually acceptable fixed labour rate for the
necessary work, and to pass on Red Triangle’s
trade discount for the spares required.

3) To have moved the car even to Red
Triangle at Kenilworth would still have involv-
ed a transportation charge anyway, in addition
to the greater price that Red Triangle would
have charged for labour and parts.

All Electric Garage started work on the car
therefore almost immediately after Easter in
April 1983, The engine was removed, stripped
and rebuilt with reground crankshaft, new
bearing shells, pistons, rings, gudgeon pins,
camshaft, pushrods and water pump.

After the engine had been stripped subse-
quent inspection revealed that the tappets had

become rusted to the cam lobes, and not as
had been suspected; the pistons seized in the
cylinder bores. The car was fitted with a new
clutch, brake shoes, brake pipes, wheel cylin-
ders and radiator. Before the new radiator
was fitted, the opportunity was taken to have
the radiator grille re-chromed, which apart
from the VAT, proved to be the most expen-
sive item up to that point.

After a new exhaust system, battery and
starter motor had been fitted, the engine was
run again for the first time for nearly twenty
years.

The Michelin SDS cross-ply tyres, on which
the car had stood all that time, were inflated,
and after attention to the semaphore traffi-
cators, windscreen washers and lights, an
MOT certificate was issued, following a road
test.

The Alvis was then driven south, to Surrey,
the only cause for concern being the twenty
year old tyres! Although the tread was good,
they had developed a set, as a result of being
flat for so long, this causing a vibration at
about forty mph, which wheel balancing had
failed to eliminate.

My first taste of Alvis motoring, a trouble-
free run south down the A35 on the 15 July,
in the open * Grey Lady’, in scorching hot
weather, will long live in my memory.

~Alas, the * Grey Lady's " second outing to
have the tyres changed to Pirelli radials was
less illustrious, since after a trip of only ten
miles, the brakes seized on, necessitating the
Alvis being brought home piggy-back by
courtesy of the RAC. A new brake master
cylinder — Lockheed Part No. 88840 — was
obtained from Edmunds Walker for £35, and
fitted, although the original had not appeared
to be faulty, On the third outing, the brakes
were still binding, so the free play both on the
brake rod and the brake shoes themselves was
re-adjusted. A brake-fluid leak was then dis-
covered, necessitaling new copper washers
either side of the banjo couplings. New cop-
per-filled plug leads were also fitted, these
having been obtained from the local Lucas



Depot, and with the brake problems apparent-
ly overcome, the Alvis was taken on a few
short runs, before being taken off the road at
the end of September, for the winter restora-
tion programme. This was to include re-
chroming the bumpers, re-varnishing the
woodwork, re-carpeting the interior, and
restoration of the rear seat leatherwork.
Although this in itself, is in remarkably good
condition, the interior of the rear seat became
the home of mice, and unfortunately, through
either hunger or boredom, a hole had been
chewed in the front squab. The seat was
therefore re-sprung and re-upholstered by the
craftsmen.of Connolly Bros. Renovation Dept.
at South Wimbledon, who supplied the origi-
nal leather. .

The work which took three months to com-
plete (instead of the quoted three weeks)
because of the difficulty in obtaining springs
of the correct compression rate, cost under
£200. In all fairness to Connolly’s, I did make
it quite clear that I was in no hurry. The
wait was certainly worth it, for the seat now
appears like new.

The bumpers were then removed, for re-
plating. The rear bumper proved to be more
difficult to remove, one of the four securing
bolts refusing to move as expected despite the
use of penctrating oil, and 5/16 BSW ring
and open ended spanners:‘in the end 1 had to
hacksaw through the offending bolt in order
to free it. The bumpers were taken to Colon-
nade Plating at Wembley for replating, the

cost being £60 (plus VAT) per bumper. This

work took three weeks, Colonnade Plating
run by the Dormers, father and son, do not
advertise—and judging by the quantity of
work in hand, including’ Rolls Royce and
Daimler radiators, they have no need to do so.
They appear to have done an excellent job.

1 had hoped: to use the Alvis as much as
possible in 1984, particularly on fine weekends,
and as PDU 29’ 30th birthday fell on 4th
June, 1 had planned to visit several Alvis
regional metings, including one that was to be
held at the Alvis works in Coventry.

Alas, things did not work out as planned,
for having presented the car to my local
garage in May, much to my surprise it failed
the annual MOT test. The reason for this
was that quite simply the wear on the front
suspension trunnion bearings was not within

acceptable limits. As a result the car was
taken up to Red Triangle’s works at Kenil-
worth for the necessary parts to be replaced.
Whilst there, Red Triangle carried out one or
two other minor jobs that required attention,
before a new MOT certificate was issued. The
renewal of the front suspension, which took
approximately two and a half days, cost just
over £500. I collected the car from Kenilworth
on Friday 10th August, and had another open

air drive down to Surrey via Oxford, High
Wycombe, Maidenhead etc. However, towards
the end of the M25 the engines started to
miss periodically, which began to grow worse.
I detected what I thought was fuel starvation,
and concluded that as I had aliowed the fuel
to become rather low, possibly sediment had
found its way from the petrol tank into the
carburettor jets. Despite stopping to take on
fucl, the problem persisted the rest of the way
home.

The following day, I removed the glass
bowl from the fuel pump, and dismantled the
carburettor float chambers, finding sediment
as anticipated. After cleaning and re-assembly,
the problem appeared to have been overcome.
A short test run however revealed that the
problem still persisted.

The Alvis was taken off the road again at
the end of Scptember 1984, and when time
permits, the petrol tank will be drained, be-
fore the float chambers are cleaned out again.
It is thought that condensation inside the
petrol tank may have caused minute particles
of rust to form, this sediment finding its way
into the fuel tank outlet.

The restoration cost so far, is such that the
intended re-spray and the re-carpeting will
have to be postponed until next year. To date
the restoration work has cost me about £1000
more than I had estimated, and whilst I do
not regret the considerable .expenditure, ob-
viously it would have been a more viable

- proposition had 1 been able either to purchase
the car more inexpensively than I did in the
first place, or alternatively to carry out all the
necessary work myself.

Although I did not require much time to
think about whether to buy the car or not,
certainly careful thought should be given, be-
fore deciding how much to pay for a car in
need of restoration, since having once bought
the car, you feel committed, There’s no turn-
ing back! '

Over the winter I hope to re-varnish the
woodwork and have - the sixty-spoke wire
wheels rebuilt with seventy-two spokes.

In the meantime I would like to express my
appreciation to John Leek, Ken Tout and
John Perkins of the All Electric Garage
Group, to David Michie¢ and Roland Simmons
of Red Triangle Autoservices and Holder of
PXR 138 for their assistance, advice, and

' . encouragement, not to mention Tony Dron

of Thoroughbred and Classic Cars, for I feel
sure that had I not been lucky enough to sce
PDU 29 featured in the ‘Discovered’ column,
I might still be looking for one now, two

years later!
John H. Carlton

10



SPARKING PLUGS

from Brian Agnew

Sparking plugs are in general the most
neglected component of the internal combus-
tion engine. Since the operation of the plug is
in principle very easy to visualise it is a simple
matter to overlook the arduous conditions
under which it works and the tremendous
amount of development work that has been
devoted to this area. The great thermal,
mechanical and electrical stresses to which the
spark plugs of highly developed engines are
subjected, used to present difficult problems,
limit performance, and were the cause of most
of the operational snags. Today most of the
drawbacks of the older plugs have been elimi-
nated by the use of better materials (especially
insulation material) and better constructional
techniques.

During the combustion process carbon resi-
dues can build up on the plug electrodes and
on the inside of the insulator causing a break-
down in insulation. A drop in electrode tem-
perature is also produced and the two effects
result in intermittent sparking and/or an in-
crease in the ignition delay period. On the
other hand too high an electrode temperature
can cause preignition. It is clear, therefore,
that ideal operating conditions can only be
obtained with plugs whose characteristics are
matched to the particular engine size, the
higher the thermic level of the enginc the
colder must be the plug used, that is to say the
plug must be more capable of dissipating the
heat of combustion.

To meet the needs of all engines plugs are
made which differ in size, the placing of the
electrodes and in the shape of the insulator
through which the heat of combustion is dissi-
pated to the cylinder head. The accompanying
figure indicates the difference between a hot
and a cold plug. The cold plug is typified by
short heat transfer paths to allow rapid heat
transfer from the electrode to the head and
shielded electrodes, is placed in an internal
space o: low volume. The hot plug on the
other hand has long heat transfer paths and
the electrodes are exposed to the combustion
flame thus being more effected by the radiant
heat transfer than the cold plug.

The ability to dissipate internal heat is the
thermic grade of the plug indicated by the
manufacturers by numbers and letters or ac-
cording to the accepted Bosch scale in which
the classification refers to the number of
seconds taken by the plug to go from cold to
the level of auto-ignition in a standard engine.
According to this system the coldest plugs have
the highest numbers, up to 400 or over, whilst
the hot plugs have numbers below 200.

For an engine that is not intended exclu-
sively for competition work the constructor
will recommend a plug to suit the planned use
or better to suit the average use, above and
below which the thermic grade is inevitably
inadequate. The use of a high thermic grade
plug is indispensable when the engine is re-
quired to produce maximum power continu-
ously and also after modifications which in-
crease the thermic level to a greater or lesser
extent. Hot plugs facilitate starting from cold
which may not be easy with plugs of high
thermic grade. With some racing engines it is
necessary to start and warm up the engine
with plugs of low thermic grade which are
then replaced with cold plugs before running
at high pcrformance.

During running deposits of an oily or ash
like nature will accumulate on the plug sur-
face. Deposits on the inner surface of the plug
are due mainly to oil but also to solids produc-
ed by combustion. The oil deposits can be
reduced by the use of a plug of a lower ther-
mic grade within limits of cause so as not to
produce problems at full load. The solids of
combustion, however, sometimes increase with
the use of hot plugs especially if the fuel has a
high content of tetra-ethyl lead which in cer-
tain conditions leaves metallic deposits between
the electrodes thus shert circuiting them. It
would seem best to use high octane fuel only
in high compression engines or at any rate,
where detonation occurs with normal fuel.

The colour of the parts of the plug exposed
to the combustion flame gives valuable indica-
tions as to the suitability of the grade of plug
and the mixture ratio. Sometimes, however,
because both factors can cause the same condi-
tion it is necessary to observe other factors
before deciding which to modify. The follow-
ing indications concerning the colour of the
plug after use in a fully loaded engine until the
relative thermic level is reached will serve as
a general rule. If these tests are carried out on
a power brake, they must be repeated at differ
ent rotational speeds as this can affect the plug
behaviour.

A plug whose thermic grade is too low can
easily be spotted because of its very light
colour and the porous, calcified appearance of
the electrodes, the inside of the insulator and
sometimes the exposed part of the plug
threads—unmistakably signs of overheating.
As for the running of the engine, this seems
normal at low loads but deteriorates rapidly
as running temperature increases with increas-
ed load. The overheating of the plug electrodes
leads to irregular ignition, preignition and
detonation which is accompanied by a progres-



sive reduction in engine performance and a
further increase in temperature principally of
the piston which can be holed in the area
nearest to the plug by melting of the material.
A plug which is too cold is dark and smokey
on the inside and is not capable of producing
maximum power because the combustion will
be abnormal and late.

(to be continued)

Regional Round-up

Scottish Section

Scottish Alvis Day was held on 2nd June 1985
within the Mellerstain event of the Borders
Vintage Automobile Club. (The hottest day of
the year so far.)

We were very well represented with thirteen
entries ranging from a 1930 TJ 12/50 to a 1964
TE 21 Szaloon.

The Concours was judged by Tom Mcllwraith
of Edinburgh and the result was a win for R.
Martin with his very fine 1939 12/70 D.H.C.
(Mulliner) and second place to A. Fairburn
with the 1952 TA2I Saloon (this car was last
year's winner).

The standard of the Alvis cars, and indeed,
the entries to the Mellerstain event, seems t
increase as the years go by with the result that
judging becomes more difficult.

The Scottish Section Committee wishes to
thank all who entered and our judge (called
upon at very short notice) who together helped
to make the event so worthwhile. !

FST.

Northern Section

NORTHERN ALVIS DAY

HAREWOOD HOUSE, June 9th

I am not sure whether 1t was the fear of being
upstaged by the Armstrong Siddeley Owners’
Club or the timely arrival of Chris Holt's
‘“threatening™ letter but this was the best turn
out of Alvis cars at a Northern Alvis Day
since 1 took over as Section secretary in 1973,
Whatever the reason 11 was Very encouraging.
The direction that members had driven to
Harewood didn’t seem to marter, they had
nearly all come through heavy rain. Apart
from one light shower in the morning we had
a dry day with sunny periods. Alvis cars arriv-
ed at regular intervals during the morning and
thanks to the marshals we had a well organised
circular carpark.

This year’s procedings were recorded on
video by Jack Osborne who filmed nearly all
the cars arriving as well as in the carpark.
concours, driving tests and the prizegiving. 1
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understand that the video will be between 2%
and 3 hours long after editing and it will be
available to members at around £12.50 each
copy. Theseshould be available by the time you
read this article and if you would like a copy
please get in touch with Mick Fletcher (tel.
0254 - 60999) as soon as possible.

We were fortunate to have Peter Cameron-
Clarke as one of the Concours Judges. Peter
was a frequent winner of the Four Cylinder
Trophy in the late fifties and early sixties. He
was ably assisted by John Chambers but un-
fortunately put under pressure by our late
start. The driving tests were interrupted to
allow the hardworking ladies to have the raffie
draw. The raffle tickets were a saga on their
own; our members were infiltrated by ladies
from the A S—— Owners’ Club who did
not declare their affiliation. When this was
discovered a deputation descended on their
camp to demand money back. Folklore has it
that one of our members won their first prize
which was reputed to be an Armstrong Sid-
deley car but he or she demanded their money
back and let them have a redraw. It is not
significant that we may change our date to
September next year to avoid a clash of dates!

After all this our own raffle seemed quite
tame and well organised. Geof Anderson won
the large Spitfire print which presented me
with the problem of getting it home without
cutting it in half. I did manage to get it in the
boot but this was achieved at the discomfort
of Doug Richardson who travelled home with
most of the driving test gear on his knees.
Driving tests recommenced after the raffle and
we pushed in a couple more tests before dark.
Prizegiving followed reasonably quickly after-
wards and my thanks to all those patient mem-
bers who were able to stay for it. By the
time the tents and gear were loaded into the
remaining few cars the main gates were all
locked and it looked odds on that we were
going to have to scrounge a bed from the Earl
for the night—fortunately someone discovered
that the tradesman’s entrance (and exit) was
still open so we all headed for home.

Terry Poppelwell

PRIZEWINNERS
Concours:
MASTER CLASS Ist J. Betterton
2nd B. Simpkin

NOVICE CLASS Ist J. Taylor
2nd M. Fletcher/O. 1
Driving Tests: e

PRE-WAR Ist J. Wiggins (12/70)
- 2nd P. Warrener
POST WAR 1st J. Chambers
2nd J. Blacow (Miss)

Award for longest distance travelled to evenp:

C. Metters TF21 Saloon (275 miles)
SHERBURN TROPHY: P. Warrener
HINDLEY WAKES TROPHY: M. Fletcher
FOUR CYLINDER TROPHY: J. Blacow (Miss)
Best Car in the Carpark (not entered):

D. White, 4.3 Sports Coupe



NORTH BY NOR'WEST

The 1985 Northern Alvis Day video tape is
now available from Mick Fletcher, free to
meetings and only £10.00 if you want one
yourself: 2} hours of mobile Alvis. Julie's had
her starter motor rebuilt for her 14. M418G,
£20.00 at Magnum Associates, Brinksway,
Stockport. It seems they still carry all parts for
starters and dynamos, satisfaction guaranteed.
Noel Broadgate was spotted at the Royal Oak
Meeting Houghton, in his 12/50. He used to
be in the A.O.C. up to some years ago. Per-
haps he's looking for some real action. Mid-
land Alvis Day was well attended by the
Northern Section, which is more than can be
said of the Midland Section attending North-
ern Alvis Day. I counted ten cars and twenty
people that T know of, and many thanks to Alf
Harvey, John Fox and Phil Warren for mak-
ing our numbers up. Also Colin Metters from
Devon and the Green 14 from Basildon, Essex
whose name escapes me.

Brian Alvis is getting his brain in gear to get
himself suitably clad. Ron Nicholson's *“‘Cat
Food Special” has been reported doing the
Blackburn run. Irish John is getting fibre glass
rear wings for his 14, He reckons no one will
know the difference cos no one reads this
column anyway. Chris Holt should be up to
his neck in T.V. cameras in readiness for the
Belle Vue Classic Car Show, Sept. 28th/29th.
He's keeping the theme very secret, to prevent
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Dan White's Carlton-bodied 4.3 (Photograph by Doug Richardson) -

the competition from using it (or perhaps he
hasn’t thought of one!) Still, Alvis to the fore!

There seems to be a lot going on in the
North West this year; can I suggest you get on
your Committee’s back to organize something
in the North East, or if not, how about moving
to the North West, and save a lot of petrol?
Dave Culshaw has got the bit between his
tecth, and promised to excavate some history
or “articles of interest” soon. Chris Taylor’s
rebuilding a 3.8 Diff with modern, equivalent,
obtainable, bearings in a slightly different con-
figuration. Jim Betterton should be interested
in his forthcoming technical offering, as should
anyone with a big nose piece (axle that is).
Chris Holt (again!) tells me the response to
“Rally Research™ has been very interesting,
the Northern humour was quite evident, but
would like some more replies to “‘get better
perspective on our internal problems™. The
results should be announced at the Northern
A.GM.

Finally, this month’s centrefold dropout of
the month. A TC21 languishing in a stately
motor home, comforted by central heating,
gazing sadly out at the big wide world, through
sliding doors, with one eye, itching to have a
bag of spanners rattled round her; while her
elder sister, gracefully glides out into the sun,
mearly every day. It's enough to make you
weep. Isn’t it Ian!

Flat Cap



SOUTH WESTERN ALVIS DAY, 2nd June

Well after 6 p.m. on Sunday evening & number
of Alvises still lingered at Sherborne Castle
long after the formal events of the day had
concluded. Amongst the Section Committee
Members a modest degree of satisfaction may
have been detected at the successful conclu-
sion of the weekend's events.

It all started on Friday when fifteen of the
early arrivals met for dinner at the Four Acres
Hotel, West Coker. Whilst the motor cars
became sticky under the lime trees, their
owners’ conversation grew more animated in
the elegant surroundings of the Hotel dining
room.

On Saturday there was a noticeable increase
in the number of Alvises on the roads of
Somerset and Dorset, most of which were
heading to the Helyer Arms at East Coker for
lunch and an afternoon drive. Some cars were
noted travelling in directions which, to the
casual observer, would suggest that the drivers
did not wish to meet their fellow owners, but
in the event, however circuitous the route, the
assembly was complete, lunch taken and the
run commenced. In unbroken sunshine the
Dorset countryside looked at its best and was
indeed enhanced by the phalanx of immacu-
late motor cars winding through the lanes. At
Cerne Abbas appropriate respect and wonder
was accorded to the Cerne giant whose pre-
historic attributes may have been responsiblg
for the number of cooling ice creams sold to
our members. Raised temperatures were also
experienced in a few cooling systems but as we
all know spare water bottles are part of the
Alvis Owner survival kit (to be marketed next
year under the name of Sayer Water).

The torments and vicissitudes which can be
visited upon the organiser of any function
requiring the housing and feeding of a large
number of highly individual people are so leg-
jon as to be utterly terrifying. We do, how-
ever, appear to have “holed in one™ in our
choice of Hotel with its high standard of ac-
commodation and cuisine. When the Comp.
Sec. suggested we should follow the dinner with
a jazz group we did not realise that there wasa
whif of nepotism in the air but Brian’s brother
and his colleagues (trade name The Seven
Deadly Sins) joined by Dick Gilbert (trade
name Dick the Stick) treated us to the very
best of jazz until well after 1 a.m. I am reliably
informed by the gentleman concerned that the
bar finally emptied at about 2.30 a.m. but I
was not there to witness the event.

And so to Sunday. Early arrivals were await-
ing the Committee at Sherborne Castle but
systems were very soon “all go™ and the event
lifted off on time. There appeared to be some
reluctance on the part of the caretaker to open
the Castle toilets but otherwise the day follow-

ed the traditional South Western format with
all cars being judged in the concours and many
participating in the timed and untimed driving
tests.

In the eight years we have held our event at
Sherborne Castle the grounds have never
looked better than they did on 2nd June, the
sun shone, the cars, all seventy of them, were
simplv magnificent and the Section ladies pro-
duced about one hundred and fifty luncheons
to their usual high standard.

_The afternoon cavalcade was composed of
cars and drivers who participated in the first
South Western event and it was & happy coinci-
dence that the line-up represented the develop-
ment of the Alvis car from the 12/70 to the
TF21. When the cavalcade dispersed, all the
drivers having been interviewed by Section
Chairman Ted Halliday, our guest of honour
was driven onto the Castle forecourt by
Derek Bradbury in his early SP20. Simon
Wingefield-Digby, the owner of Sherborne
Castle, was presented with a photograph of the
Castle hiding behind two Alvises and a large
banner. In thanking us for the presentation he
admitted to having owned a number of DB
Astons but never an Alvis. The draw was made
and the awards were presented with due cere-
mony to conclude the day.

RESULTS

Pre-War Concours

Master Class Vintage and PVT

1. M. Lock (Firebird)

2. P. Osmond (SP25)

Novice Class

Ist Vintage J. Strugnall (12/50)

2nd Vintage J. Moore (12/50)

Ist PVT R. Buck (1929 SP25)

2nd PVT D. Fynn (1936 SP20)

Best All Round Silver Eagle

Mac Hulbert (5/Eagle)

Post-War Concours

Master Class

1. M. Baker (1963 TD21)

2. C. Sayer (1963 TD21)
Novice Class
1. Mrs. K. Grant-Watson (1964 TE21,
2. P.J. Owen (1954 TC21/100)
Best Restored Graber
B. Musk (1962 TD21)
Most Original Post-War Alvis
Mrs. K. Grant-Watson (1964 TE21)
The Best All-Round TA14/TB14
J. Chamberlain (TA14)
Pre-War Driving Tests
Ist Vintage D. Davis (12/50)
2nd Vintage J. Moore (12/50)
Ist PVT D. Fish (12/70)
2nd PVT R. Buck (SP25)
Post-War Driving Tests
1. D. Ward (TE21)
2. N. Maconochie (TA21)
3. M. Baker (TA2l)
Ladies Award Driving Tests
Pre-War:
Mrs. Hulbert (S/Eagle)
Post War:
Mrs. Maconochie (TA21)
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Special Class Driving Tests
1. A. Sparrowhawk (4.3)

2. B. Chant (4.3 Brutus)

Untimed Driving Tests

Ist Clark (TA14.75)

East Anglian Section

'THIRTIES “SIX" NIGHT, WHITE HORSE,

PLESHEY, June 27th

It has to be admitted that prewar sixes did not
materialise in the hoped for numbers. In fact
my grateful thanks are due to Maurice and
Wendy Gallaher (SB Sp 20 DHC) and Colin
Bennett (Sp 20 Spl) for saving the 3% litre from
a solitary distinction. Recognition also to Eric
and Mary Stapleton, Steve Tillyer and Mary
and family from Leigh on Sea who supported
with Park Ward 3 litres, the last also with most
interesting photographs and literature. As a
result a Castrol Sp 20 lubrication chart plop-
ped through my letter box a few days later:

many thanks. Lots of people though (with not
much to look at!); Colin’s Invicta and vintage
motor cycle enthusiast friends, Peter Saunders
and family (with Jensen-Morris 8), David
Harbour (on vintage ‘Matchless) as well as all
our regulars. Talk and drink flowed freely, and
the weather relented suffiiciently to allow car
park viewing.

Congratulations to Brian Smith for well
deserved Duxford and Stowlangtoft awards,
and to Buster and Josie Tutton for undertak-
ing their own re-leathering of the Sp 20 seats,
pleats, piping and all; a stout effort. Also to
the intrepid Editor last seen swaying gently in
the gloom at the top of a long ladder in search
of a photographic viewpoint worthy of the
‘Bulletin’.

Sadly, a farewell meeting for Stewart and
Avril Robinson who are moving, permanently,
but less far than they usually do. To Birming-
ham in fact, and I understand that they just
happen to have bought a house within stones-
throw of the Midland Secretary. Our loss is

A wooden — and a metal-bodied T Al4 estate at Stowlangtoft



Hyde's gain. The rest of us will still be at the
White Horse (just North of Chelmsford, ring
me on Bishops Stortford 850348 if you don't
know how to get there) on fourth Thursdays
(watch October, it's got five): come and join
us.

John Oliveira

EAST ANGLIAN ALVIS DAY,
STOWLANGTOFT, July 14th

After over-night thunderstorms, and with an
unpromising forecast, members of the East
Anglian Committee viewed the prospect of an
event on soft ground and with no shelter bar
the refreshment tent, with some trepidation.
However the luck of the Good OI' Boys held
and our sixth anniversary followed its prede-
cessors in being hot and dry, if at times op-
pressive. Cars drifted in from mid-morning
and joined a line of 17 concours and about 13
non-concours participants. Home-grown judges
David Rouse, Maurice Gallaher, and Malcolm
Davey (Honorary East Anglian and bar)
climbed over, under and through the former
while John Champion and team set up the
afternoon’s driving tests.

Meanwhile all the family could enjoy Stow-
langtoft Parish Fete (star attraction the AOC),
an absolutely traditional bowling-for-the-pig,
welly-throwing, hoop-la, coconut-shy, tea tent,
beer tent, village event. They always have a
particularly good bookstall, and I'm told the
plant stall is exceptional, while an additional
attraction this year was a car boot sale, or
iunk roundabout as they are unkindly known.
The fete was opened by Richard Seabrook,
familiar to many from TV for his sheepdogs
and farming generally, whose claim to be a
little ol' country boy was quite disproved by
a speech of wit and point. I mention all this
because a lot who manage to find our rural
location remark on this peaceful yet busy
background as somehow highly appropriate to
the Alvis car, and a really nice day out for the
family.

A number of well known faces were absent,
and one reflects as always on the interesting
cars known to be in the Section but unseen
from one year to the next. Ali the more wel-
come therefore to friends from outwith the
S-ction (should it be THE Section?)—David
Michie (our Patron and most faithful attend-
er). two carloads of Oakmans, the Davey,
M~Mullen and Harrison entourages, John and
Nadine Fox. I enjoyed making the acquaint-
ance of Mr. Williamson and his mother whose
metal-panclled TA14 brake contrasted nicely
with Malcolm Davey's ‘Woody’. His serious
accident in such a car was reported recently in
the Bulletin: how good to see that this experi-
ence has not diminished his enjoyment of this
recondite corner of Alvis ownership. I also had
the pleasant experience of meeting the Willis
family whose Speed 25 Special I had known in
Chester. Mrs. Willis appears prominently

among the prize winners and her experience is
an an inspiration to fainthearts. Driving the
car to the entrance, she declined all attempts
by the foolish fellow there to enlist her in the
driving tests, though concours was agreed to.
With Old Silver-tongue Wheeley at the entry
desk however, all thounght of a quiet day with a
picnic flew out of the -window and she was
next scen winding wool with the Sp 25 wheel
to such good effect that our regular Boadiceas,
Wendy Gallaher and Miriam Clover, were en-
tirely trounced. As you see, she ended the day
loaded with silver, including the Peter Black
Trophy for Best Overall. Moral: always have
a go!

Mention of the driving tests must single out
No. 4—the Breakfast Special. This involved
the hurried consumption of tea and toast,
entering the motor on the run, posting a letter
en route to the ‘parking bay’ whence a final
dash had to be made on foot to the ‘office’.
Since the toast had been made some hours
previously and driven halfway round East
Anglia its texture may best be left to the
imagination. For most competitors it far out-
lasted the test, In addition the ‘post box” de-
veloped delirium tremens at the sight of the
Austin Seven Special surreptitiously intro-
duced by the Champion family, while Wendy
finished her test by driving the car right into
the ‘office’. A most imaginative affair.

The day concluded with prizes, given by
David Michie. The appended list shows them
to be widely distributed—it does not include
the tug-o-war booby prize. A scratch AOC
team, though impressive on the first pull, was
unceremoniously disqualified for having nine
men to everyone else’s eight. (We thought it
was a handicap event). With congratulations
to all prizewinners, thanks to all competitors,
participants, organisers, and Stowlangtofters
who offer us their hospitality, the gathering
dispersed. I'm sorry there isn’t the space to
mention each of you—see you next year,

John Oliveira
RESULTS
Driving Tests

1st prewar: David Rouse, Sp 20

2nd prewar: Maurice Gallaher, Sp 20

Ist postwar: Jim Oakman, Alvis-Healey

2nd postwar: Bill Frver, TD21

Ladies' Cup: Mrs. Willis, Sp 25 Spl
Concours

1st master prewar: Chris Turner, Firebird

2nd master prewar: David Rouse, Sp 20

1st master postwar: Tony Bunton, TD21 sal

2nd master postwar: Jim Oakman, Alvis-Healey

Ist novice prewar: David Backhouse, 12/50

2nd novice prewar: Mrs. Willis, Sp 25 Spl

Ist novice postwar: Brian Smith, TAl4 Sal/

Joe Deer, TF21 DHC

2nd novice nostwar: A. Harvey, TE2l Sal.
Best in car park: Peter Allen, SC Sp 20
PETER BLACK TROPHY (Best Overall):

Jim Oakman 1
PETER BLACK TROPHY (Ladies’ Award):

Mrs. Willis.
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The ultimate persuader of “Old Silver-tongue Wheeley"
(Photograph from the Vintage Hammer House of Horror)

Readers Write

8310 Regents Road {2F
San Diego, CA 92122
Dear Editor,

In November 1984, I became the proud
owner of an Alvis TA 21, purchased sight-
unseen in England. Upon taking delivery of
my new found pleasure, (in San Diego, Cali-
fornia U.S.A.) I found a number of serious
problems not represented during the original
purchase. After trying a number of motor
repair establishments in San Diego (one of
which did more damage than repair) I found
British Motor Sports Ltd.

British Motor Sports have treated my Alvis
with the utmost respect and have brought it
back to its almost original condition. Not only
do they perform first class work, they also
show great consideration to their customer.

They take great pride in their work.
I felt that this company deserved recogni-
tion for its quality work, and should any Alvis

owner in this part of the world need help, 1

strongly recommend this company,
Yours etc.
Martin McMahon 14.6.85
1, Johnson Square
) Oldham Road
Dear Editor, Manchester M10 7PS
Dally Express Silverstone
“Motor Hundred” Show

Some time ago in the Bulletin a request was
made for anybody with an Alvis to make appli-
cation for i ting,
As I own a working TE21 drophead and as'l



was attending the show with my Vintage Rac-
ing Motor Cycle, I telephoned the Organiser
offering my vehicle. I was told they had plenty
of TD Graber models. If I had a nice TAI4,
however, it would be a different matter. T left
the matter there. )

At the Show I obviously could not resist
visiting the' Alvis Stand and in fact found the
nearest to mine being a TD.21 drophead in
admittedly far better condition than mine but
everybody to their choice. T believe a vehicle
should be used. The best Bentley 1 saw was
one that just looked as though it had finished
the “Le Mans™! !

To add further to my dismay I found on the
Parade of vehicles on the actual Silverstone
circuit that not one Graber Alvis appeared. I
would with pleasure have driven my car
with the hood down, rain or no rain, and feel
that I could have given a rather sedately driven
Aston Martin a run for its money. (I fully
realise it is only a Parade and not a race!!)

The point of this letter is to say that I am
disappointed with the Organiser of the Alvis
Stand. Is it a Club within a Club? W}'ny was my
telephone offer refused so curtly without any
further ado? It hardly encourages me to par-
ticipate in any of the Club’s activities, does it?
Yours etc.

J. L. Hargreaves 30.5.85
Competition Secretary replies:

I ﬁdenook to organise the Club stand at
‘Motor 100". Notification of which was made
in D.T. as far back as January, and I took the
trouble to personatly write to some sixty own-
ers of interesting cars. .

The object was to have a good cross section
of Alvis cars from the earliest models to the
latest, and to include some current competi-
tion cars. The Club was allocated space for
twenty cars and at the time when Mr. Har-
greaves telephoned me I had already secured
five Graber styled cars. It is correct I did men-
tion that I was desperate for a TA14 to display.

Regarding the Parade, T cannot understand
how Mr. Hargreaves failed to see an Alvis.
The Organisers requested one only TD21 for
the opening ceremony cavalcade. Therefore 1
provided Mike Baker’s superb example, which
like the other cars on our stand is regularly
used and well maintained, which is representa-

ive of the A.O.C. )

! The other parades consisted of Vintage &
P.V.T. and Marque Car Clubs in alphabetical
groups, A'vis falling into the A-F section. ]
should like to make it clear that virtually all
the cars on our stand paraded, some taking
advantage of both categories. .

I can only conclude that it is certainly not
a ‘Club within a Club’, and should Mr. Har-
greaves wish to enter any events in the future.
my advice is to apply early to avoid

i intment.
disappointme B. R. Chant

4 Elgy Road
Gosforth
Newcastle upon Tyne
‘From the Technical Editor
Dear Editor,

Enclosed is a list of references of Alvis cars
in technical literature that may be of interest
to club members. The articles in the Engineer
are mostly motor show reports in which Alvis
cars are mentioned. Those in the Automobile
Engineer are more general. The patent speci-
fications are short articles describing the patent
thus illustrating the expertise at Alvis during
this period. The article on front wheel drives
April 1929 is a review of the then state of the
art and illustrates the interest in this area at
the time. An appreciation of the Alvis contri-
bution to this area can be obtained from this
report.
‘Yours etc.
Brian Agnew 11.6.85

ENGINEER
14-75 horsepower Alvis  Oct. 1927 pp 432433
Alvnsm;u’ 4 cylinder FWD  Oct. 1926

Pp
Alvis front suspension  Oct. 1935 p 400
Alvis 3.5 litre chassis Oct. 1935 p 424

Mulﬁ-z\éalvspring arrangement Alvis  Oct. 1936

P

Four cylinder 12-70 HP encine Oct. 1937 p 443

THE AUTOMOBILE ENGINEER

Thoe 12-40 HP Alvis Chassis July 1923 pp 194.202

Patent 216825-24 Suspension Feb. 1925 p 62

Patent 225749-24 Universal joints Apr. 1925 pl24

Patent 228023-24 Engine suspension July 1925 p234

Patent 241006 Brakes Feb, 1926 p77

Patent 254414 FWD suspension Mar. 1927 p11s

Front wheel drives Aor. 1929 pp 127-133
May 1929 pp 167-172

Patent 312760-28 Front wheel drive improvements
Apr. 1930 p 157

The Alvis works—A self contained works for the
prodnction of a soecialised car Jan. 1931 np 13-

Alvis Speed 20 Body Building Drawings July 1932
DD 345-347

‘Patent 349215 Gearbox July 1932 p472

Alvis Crested Eagle Body Building Drawings
Aue. 1933 pp 307.309

Alvis Four Speed Gear Box Nov. 1933 p452

Alvis Sp25 Body Building Drawings Apr. 1935
pp 149-150

Alvis Silver Eagle Body Building Drawings Oct. 1935
pp 391-393

Alvis 12-70  Nov. 1939 p 406

20 Buttermere Road
Gat!ey
Dear Editor, Cheadle, Cheshire

Down at SW. Alvis Day we nearly got
caught up with the mob at Stonehenge and
chatting about it with Austin Fryer we thought
of all the catastrophies that had happened in
1985 and we were only half way through the
year!

The A.O.C. seemed to have escaped any
untoward happenings so we thought we would
invent a few.
Yours etc.
Andrew Blacow 12.6.85
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Winchester Cottage
Long Load
Langport TA10 9JX
Dear Editor,

I wish to congratulate all those iconceme_d
in producing the registers of various Alvis
models which are of great interest and especi-
ally the recent issue of the fourteen, which is
of great nostalgic value to me, having owned

in 1951/2 KUL 98 (23330) listed in this issue.
Who owns and where is this car now? I would
very much like to know.

Yours etc.

Cyril M. Sayer 7.6.85

Kilgeddin House
Abergavenny
Gwent
Dear Editor,

Just a short note to enclose a photo or two
showing some of the goings-on Alvis-wise at
Motor 100 at Silverstone, We had a super 3
days there despite the rain and managed a
number of high-speed circulations of the
Grand Prix circuit in the 20! As you can see,
Duckham’s borrowed her for some publicity
photos at the show!

Yours etc.

Nick Simpson 15.6.85

Lubricates the parts photographers cannot reach
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New Members
We welcome the following new members :

Witde, C. R., Spinnoycroft, 76 Malthouse Lane, Kenliworth, Warwickshire CV8 1AD 705¢ M
1964 TE21 saloon (27055) 340 VYD

Briertey, I., Little Dorweeke, Silverton, Exeter, Devon EX5 4BZ 7052 SW
1949 TAM saloon (22720) KTT 668

Magson. R., 30 Acomb Road, York YO2 4EW 7053 N
1948 TA14 Duncan seloon (20548) HVF @

Hatlett, M 14 Leicester Street, Worcester WR1 3HU 7054 M
1833 Firgfly C & E Dhc (15063) BG 1277

Sherwood, c. ¥I Lydiate Ash House, Bromsgrove, Worcs. 861 0QL 7055 M
1939 4.3 Charlesworth saloon (19! 00!

wilson, J., Devils Dream Cottage, Coltshill Capel, Tonbridge, Kent 5820 SE
1933 Firefly C & E Dhc (15234) XJ 6786

Reynolds, T., 62 Syston Road. Queniborough, Lelcester 7056 M
1980 TD Special (26322) 400 LK

nobaon. A. W., Orchard House, Main Street, Ullesthospe, Lelcs. LE17 51 6434 M

1 TO21 Dhc (26655) 29 EVE
wulmott. R. G. A., Miil Farm, Mill Lane, sulpaea. Dritfield, E, Yorks. 7057 N

1860 TD21 Dhc (262965) - 553 AXB

Herrmann, Dr. A., Seestrape 57/2, D~7250 Leonberg, Deutschland . 70s8D
1860 TD21 Dhc (26384) . BB .

Cox, P. B. W., 67 High Street, Hewoabury. Warminster, wilts, BA12 0ED 7058 5W
1959 TDZI Dhec (26150! 34 MPF .

Simpson, N. G., The New Inn, Shamas!. Isle of Wlaht 7060 SE
1962 TD21 Dhc (26733) G 428 . .

Usher, M. J. D., 6 Msriden Hoad Redland, Bristol, Avon 7061 SW Associate

Rother, A, P., Preston House, onalon. Canterbury, Kent CT3 102 7062 SE

1861 TD21 saloon (26374) PY
Fuchs, H. The Former Ractory, anerspury. Northants. NN12 7NA : 7063 M Agsatiato
Williams, K., 60 Church Road, wa. Carditt 7064 Wa

1960 TD21 saloon {26209) 867 L.

QGarwood, J. D., 12 Penn Road, Stevenage, Herts. SG1 1HX . 7085 SE
1849 TA14 saloon (21637) LHY 772

Moseley, G. F., 68 Wakehams Hill, Pinner, Middlesex HAS 3SBQ S 7068 SE
1651 TA21 saloon (24420) TPU 585 )

J I. R., view, Tylers Lane, Bucklebury, Berks. RG7 S‘I’N 7067 SE
1950 TA14 saloon {23638) FMO 487

Kock, P.. Davidshallsgatan 1. 211 45 Ma!md -7068 8W
1950 TB14 sports (23563%

Kroon, R.. Marknadsvagen 8A 36071 Notteback . * 7069 Sw
1850 TB14 sports (23522) . .

Nlisson, J., Ulriksdalagatom 6A 571 00 NissJd 7070 swW
1054 TC21/100 saloon (25464)

Parsons, I. H., 44 Howard Agne Close, Bovingd: Hemel Hemp d, Herts, HP3 0EQ . 7071 8E
1024 12/50 SC d/back (8427) XW 5448 - N

Lakin, J. P., Lea Green Haill, Church Minshull, Nantwich, Cheshire CW5 6ED ) . T072N
1833 Flre!ly (ouver (15093) J 5761'

Cooper, R. 0., 44 Nighti Road. th. Herts. WD3 20B 7073 SE Auoclute

Hicks, H. E.. Boxwood Cottage, Shaw- Lane. Nether Kellet, Carnforth, Lancaster LA1 1HA < T074N
1981 TDz1 aaloo‘n (26803) YCJ o .

Hull, J., Far ylord, Ferryhil!. Co. Durhem DL17 OPY 7078 N
1862 TD21 saloon (26719) 1626 K

Bagworth, M. D., 43 N Road, Whittingf Lichfield, Statffs, 708 M
1830 TB16 95 saloon (13059) GJ 2196

Mowat-Brown, G. A., High Point, 13 Borough Road, lsieworth, Middlesex TW7 5DY 7077 SE
1954 TC21/100 salocn 3809

Pryer, J. B A., 8 Pangbourne Road, Henley Green, Coventry Waest Midlands Cv2 1RQ 7078 M
1835 Speed 20 SC Charlesworth saloon (17275) ARV 281

Giles, 8. T.. Little East Street Farm, East Street, Ash, Canterbury CT3 2DH 7079 SE
1848 TA14 shooting brake (22049) JYV 678

Mills, G. A., 16 Thompson Avenue, Holt, Norfolk 7080 EA
1958 TD21 saloon (26094) XL54

Evans, R. H. G., | Fteet Hill, Finch d, Berks. 7081 SE
1935 Firebird C & E Dhe (17213) LX 276

Grimes, G. J., 11 Beach Roed, Clevaleya. Blackpool FY5 1EF 7082 N
1964 T521 saloon (27198)

Brlgg. dy. Llanfair C... foic . Welshpool, Powys SY21 OHS 7083 wa
1848 TAu saloon LGK 55

Hackett, E., Hill View, Lovesomehill, Northallerton, N. Yorks. 7084 N
1839 12/70 Dhc Mulliner (ch 15882) DGD 520

Ridge, A. J.. 20 Potton Road, Everton, Sandy. Beds. SG19 2LE 7085 SE
1837 12/70 Mulliner saloon (19171) 6382

King, M. J. C., Michaelchurch Court, St Owon s Cross, Herefordshire HR2 8LD 7086 SE Associate

Mitchell, P. R., 1 Forest View, New Ollerton, Newark, Noits. NG22 9RE 7087 M
1947 TA14 Mulliner saloon (20727) HBY 650

Snyder, L. E., 3226 Russ Ranch N.W., Massillon, Ohio 44846, USA 7088 US
1952 Tickford Dhc

Rich, M., 42 Delamere Drive, Mansfie!d, Notts. NG16 4DF 7089 M
1853 TA21 saloon (25064) FVG 895

Sumner, Dr. D. W., 7 Grove Lano, Leads LS6 4AB 7090 N
1935 Speed 20 tourer (18158)  CFY 222

Chatensu, G. L., P.O. Box 965, 6855 Stabio, Swiumlana 7091 CH
1960 TD21 Graber Dhe (26178)  NE 2912
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”  Too good to miss!

Take out an annual subscription now
and make sure of getting
every issue.

Despite all our efforts The Automobile
is still not on sale in every newsagent
— and those shops that do stock it
usually sell out very quickly. The best
way to ensure that you get your copy
avery month is to take out an annual
subscription. Just £19 for 12 issues,
including postage.

PISTONS: GASKETS:
CYLINDER LINERS

We supply pistons and liners EX STOCK for
the following models:

1926/32 11.8 H.P. 1645 c.c TG, T.
1930/34 16.95 H.P. 214 c.c. SA TA. TB, TC, TD, Crested Eagle,
Silver Eagfe
1932/34 19.82 H.P. 2511 c.c. TB, TC, Silver Eagle, Crested Eagle, Speed 20.
1933/35 11.9 H.P. 1496 c.c. Firefly.
1935/40 13.22 H.P. 1842 c.c. Firebird 12/70.
1935/40 16.95 H.P. 2362 c.c. Seventeen, Silver Crest, Silver Eagle.
1935/40 19.82 H.P. 2762 c.c. Crested Eagle, Silver Crest, TH 20, TJ/K 20.
1935/36 19.82 H.P. 2762 c.c. Speed 20.
1936/40 25.63 H.P. 3571 c.c. 3‘/: Litre Crested Eagle, TC/D 25, Speed 25.
Speed SC/25.

1946/50 1892 c.c. O.H.V. Fourteen.
1959/61 2993 c.c. O.H.V. TD21, 3 Litre.

WE MANUFACTURE GASKETS TO ORDERIN
COPPER OR COPPER/ASBESTOS

PETER HEPWORTH COMPONENTS LIMITED

Pool Road - Pool in Wharfedale - OTLEY
West Yorkshire LS21 1 EG. Tel: 0532 843434
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CITY WALL INSURANCE
THE
RECOMMENDED BROKER.

Services offered:

A special deal providing
first class cover & a low
price for ALVIS cars.

Examples: up to £5,000 £5,000 - £10,000
value value

Cars manufactured:

1958 or before £63 £75
1959 & after £75 £86

Six months Road Cover/six months Fire & Theft Cover will reduce
these premiums by £20.

further discounts for other vehicles
owned by yourself or your spouse.

City

INSURANCE BROKERS

11—12 Railway Street, Chelmsford, Essex CM1 1QS.
Telephone: 0245 56121



FOR THE POST - WAR ALVIS
BRAUNSTON BODYCRAFT

We Specialise in Welding Repairs to Corroded Chassis as well as
all the usual Bodyshop Facilities, Paintwork, Mechanical
Repairs, Routine Servicing and M.O.T. Preparation.

RING RUGBY 891200 or CALLINAT THE MANOR,

BRAUNSTON,

CARS OCCASIONALLY BOUGHT AND SOLD, Nr.DAVENTRY
ALWAYS A STOCK OF SECONDHAND SPARES.  NORTHANTS

WEST EUROPE AN VINTAGE TYRES AT LOWEST PRICES!
55016 £22.75 4 () 1 £21.00 475 %00-17 £28.00
a4 4%0 17 £28.50 nh 18 £30.00 pius Carnage and VAT

VINTAGE
TYRES norm

for ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE and
PRICE LIST please contact

MIKE HIRST

Longstone Garage, Gt. Longstone
Bakewell, Derbyshire

Size shown Tel. Gt. Longstone (062 987) 227

550-19, 600/650-18, Tyres fitted by appointment
600-20 LUCAS ‘WE ARE THE CHEAPEST!




WANTED

BY MEMBER, COLLECTOR WHO LOVES
ALVIS CARS, AND WILL PURCHASE ANY
MODEL, ANYWHERE.

EDDIE QUELCH

20 Ringwood Road, Luton, Beds.
Tel. Luton 576036

MOVING HOUSE OR COMPANY ?

To or from the South-East

Turner
TURNER RUDGE & TURNER Rudge &
of East Grinstead, Sussex and
branches may be able to help. Turner
Chartered Surveyor Partners.
Sales, Structural Sur- Brochure sent on request to
veys,Valuations of Farming or, AOC Member Brian Neale,
other Property, Architectural B.Sc., F.RI.CS., F.RV.A.
Services Tel: East Grinstead 24101

AUTOMOBILE RESTORATIONS

THE BUNGALOW, SOUTH CROXTON ROAD, BARSBY, LEICESTER
P. D. WOODLEY TEL. 0664 840419
FULL RESTORATIONS e SERVICING e RACE PREPARATION
SPECIAL BUILDING e CASTING AND MACHINING FACILITIES

FOR THE PRE-WAR ALVIS
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WA NTE D by Dutch member ANY Alvis in running
order. Distance no object. Pay cash. Any
beast or monster considered.

Write with picture to

[ AoTo viTESSE 4 Mr. Arnold,

P.O. Box 198.

Eindhoven 5600AD Netherlands.

-

Anderson (Multicoloured but light blue
predominant) Also

Tartans available:-
(O McNab (red with maroon)
M zd MacDonald of the Isles (green with black)

All wool tartan travelling rugs, Two modern check designs, in light brown

fringed, 55" x 71". Embroidered with dark brown and light blue with blue.

with the make and model of your From: James Dauris & Company Ltd.,

car and registration number (total 3/7 Drysdale Street,

maximum of 21 letters and London N1 6ND

figures):  price £17.50 each KRS SRt Dt 4wt Do difvers:
(including postage, packing & VAT) TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOMED.

Jack's Antique

A limited edition of original serigraphy prints ‘
available now for your enjoyment and investment.
Each print signed and numbered 1 to 150 by the ar-
tist.

$300 (price includes handling charges (CIF)). Payment [
by certified cheque in advance.

MICHAEL J. McSHANE
157 Wedgewood Court, Marietta, Georgia B
20067.

Woodwork for YOUR Restoration
ASH FRAMES, INDIVIDUAL ITEMS, DASHBOARDS, TRIM PANELS. VENEERING, ETC.,
| can make any part required from patterns or drawings including “one-off” complete frames on
your chassis ready for skinning.
Parts available from stock include Morns 8 tourer, MG TA and other MGs available shortly. Details
from:

Enrique Llinares, Town End Farm Cottage, High Casterton,
via Carnforth, Lancs.
Telephone: Kirkby Lonsdale (0468) 71748
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RED TRIANGLE
AUTOSERVICES LIMITED

Common Lane, Kenilworth,
. Warwickshire
Telephone Kenilworth 57303

‘Founded to take over the entire stock of
ALVIS SPARES in 1968 with the approval of
ALVIS LTD and continues to provide spares

as available to ALVIS owners.

STONELEIGH
N A CENTRE

NOE
. NORTHBOUN

M1
LONDON

A46

, i
]
¢
STRATFORD-ON-AVON
STOW ON THE WOLD

WARWICK
LEAVE WARWICK BY-PASS A

AT UNIVERSITY TURN

PLEASE CONTACT:
Mr. Rowland Simmons, Managing Director
or
Mr. Brian Chrimes, Spares and Service Engineer




FOR ALL YOUR TRAVEL WHETHER IT BE
BUSINESS OR PLEASURE CONTACT

DON EVERALL TRANSGLOBE LIMITED

AY
Bell Stregt, Wolverhampton Tel: 51615
18 Merket Way, Bilton Tel: 43939
2 Union Street. Willenhall Tel: 67811
Sandwell Centre, Kings Square, West Bromwich Tel: 1515
20 New Street. Dudley Tel: 56526
1 High Street, Walsall Tel: 24769
31 Market Sueet, Stourbridge Tel: 4756
The Bull Ring, Dudley Street. Sedgley Tel: 70854
101 High Streat, Tewkesbury Tel: 294101
167 Broed St. Auchinleck Sq., Edgbaston, Birmingham Tel: 021-643 2904
For Members in the
Cheltenham, Gloucester and
West Country contact
PETER TALBOT on
Churchdown 713586

YV

MOTOR METALCRAFT

THE VINTAGE RADIATOR RESTORATION DIVISION
OF GREAT WESTERN RADIATORS LTD

READING
SOLE MANUFACTURERS OF THE FAMOUS AND ORIGINAL
“SEARLE" PATENT COOLING ELEMENT CIRCA 1910-1914 AND ONWARDS

RIVERSIDE WORKS, SHEPHERDS HOUSE LANE
2a LONDON ROAD, READING —
i) Telephone 0734 62671/2/3 VBAA

ROLLS ROYCE - BENTLEY - LAGONDA- ALVIS-
FRAZER NASH - ASTON MARTIN - AUSTIN-MORRIS Etc.

YOU NAME IT - THIS MACHINE MADE IT THROUGHOUT
THE 1920°'s AND 1930's. NOW RESTORED TO ITS
ORIGINAL CONDITION.

Printed by A. R. Buckingham and Xpres Printers, St Michaels Road, Northampton
© ALVIS OWNERS CLUB 1976



