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-
- A Round up of Alvis Matters-

This ycar sees the One I-Iundrcdth ann ivcrsarics of Iwo famolls Bri ti sh makes. Sunbc<lm and 
Lagonda. Congratu lations. Wc Alvis cnth usiasts have anolhcr t\Vcnt)' odd ycars ta go berore wc can 
indu Ige in a ccntcnary. It is s lightly unncrving to rcalisc Ihat 1 shall be scvcllIy (hrcc by (hell , i r 1 am 
s till around. Imay Ilot still be the edit a I', of course. 

VisÎlors to S ingaporc have includcd John Rowlands, who look the picturcs uscd for the Wclsh 
Wcckcnd Report in the last issue, and Cocn van der Wcidcn li'OJll J-I olland, who al so contributcd 10 Ihe 
las! issue. It \Vas very intercsting lalking to Cocn, who rclalce! 10 me a couple ofproblcl11s thnl lhcy 
have in the Duteh Alv is Club. The ti rsi is Ihat the na me Alvis is still relat ively unknowil among car 
enthusiasts, and 50 Ih is li mits the enthusiasm for the mnrque. Secondly, Coen ment ions the problelll 
thal Dulch Alv is emhusiasls .1re nn agi ng group. Few, if nny, yOllnge r enthlls iasts arc joining Ihe 
rnnks . Does Ih is problem Imppen in the AOC 100? 

The Dlitch magazine, Bri ti sh Car. fealures Alvises from lime 10 lime and Coen va n der Weiden 
has given me copies froll1 two issues wll ich fealu re a TE 2 1 and a 4.3 shorl chass is VDP tourer. so 
Dutch enthusiasts are bc ing given sOllle information abOlit Alv is. 

The April issue ofThoroughbrcd and C lassic Cars contni ns an arti cle "The League of Gent le­
me n", \\Ihi ch is a comparative roud test ora TE 2 1, Mercedcs-Benz 250 SE and an A lfa ROll1eo 2600 
Spri nt. Most of us will th ink Ihat these Ih rec cars have little in COlll lllon and 1 am sure that none orus 
dOlIbl wh ich is bcst. In the article, Nev ille Biford's TE 21 i5 desc ribed as, "For Ihose people who can' t 
quile cmbrace the second half of the 20lh cen lury an A lvis is a perrecl Ionie". Thoroughbred and 
C!ass ic Car also nms a page o f ca rs o f difTerent professions. This issue features fanllers. Richard 
Smilh is photographed with hi s 1928 S il ve r Eagle Special. 

1 was id ly looking throllgh one o f the British classic car magazi nes, and 1 dec ided to sec ho\\' 
many Alvises were for sa le. Inlhe issue that Ilooked Ih rough. Ihcre were nine leen. The ca rs includcd 
Ihrcc 12/50s, IwO 12/60s, IWO Fireflys, IWO Firebi rds, two Si lve r Eagles, IWO Speed 20s, one 4.3, one 
TA 2 1. OIlC TC 21 / 100, two T I) 21 s and one T F 21. 1 was qui le surprised allhe 1l11lllbcr ofcars ror salc 
and 1 wondcr ifth is means that evc ry month or 50 wc should be geu ing 20 ne\\' Illembers, o r is il Ihal 
wc lose 20 and gai n 20? 

,J.N, ll ,C. 
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INTERNATIONALALVIS DAY WEEKEND 
CALKEABBEY 

- July 16th to 18th 1999 -

Our cover piclurc gives a sncak prev ic\\' ofCalke Abbey, venue fo r Ihis ycar's Internationa l A lvis 
Day, which inlllrn is the climax o rt he Intcrnn tional Wcekcnd. Culkc's ro ll ing acres will fo rm an idcal 
backdrop for the Sunday's events, bUI therc will be plenty ofaclivi ty ol1 lhc Snturday as we il. On 111,11 
day, the Midland Section have arrangce! Cl tou r which will caler for Illcmbcrs arriv ing at any l ime ­
Friday night , SalUrday Illorning, midday or aft crnooll . 

Main attraction in the Illorning will be a visi! 10 Tom Whcalcro n's \Vorld- f~lI1lO LJ S rac ing-cn r 
IllUSC ll l1l , the "Grand Prix Collec tion", which is adj acent 10 the DoninglOll 1l1otor- raci ng circui t. T he 
cxhibilS range rromlhe 1936twin-cngincd A It:1-Rol1lco BimolOfc (Q Mikka Hakk inen's Jcrez-wÎnn illg 
West McLaren-Mercedes o r 1997. There are also SOlll e notable road cnrs, including a 13ugatti Royale. 
Therea rter therc is a pub stop fo r lunch in the vill age of Sudbury. fo llowcd by a visi tto Sudbury l-I all 
(a National Trust property) wi th ils "Museum ofChildhoocl". The tour Ihen re lurns 10 Ihe 1\11ickleover 
Court HOlel, wherc there will be a d inller and danci ng in the evening. 

T he Midlancl Sect ion is promising a numbe r o r "surprise items" throughout the weckend. which 
should he lp 10 make it a memorablc one. Ifyoll wcre Ihi nking ofgoing but have nOI yel bookcd the 
hotel, therc may st ill be time! Full dcta il s have a lready appearcd in Ihe Calendar, but if yo u nccd more 
info rmation, ring Eric Ody on 0 1889-567-397. Relll cmbcr, 100, thall hcrc arc bOlh an AUl ojumble and 
a "Curs l'o r Sale" arca on Ihe Sunda y - dela il s from David Lowe on 0 1384-872-392. 

NIC K WALKE II 

ni T B IT ME '" 
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ALVIS OWNER CLUB LTD 

Dear Fellow Member, 
We ail have concems about change, especially when it etTects something dear to our hearts such 

as our club, but sometimes change is essential for survival and in these days, where the values and the 
image of not only old cars but the motor car in general, have changed, we must look to the protection 
of our interests and to those of the Club. 

The Council has been concerned for sorne time that we are vulnerable to Iitigation. We could 
weil have problems should a case for substantial compensation ever be levelled at the Club, an offi­
ciai, or a member. We are concerned as to how weil protected we are, or could be. You will know that 
there are now many opportunists otTering to handle compensation daims on any subject, the basis 
being "no win, no fee" and they look for soft tàrgets. Honesty and fairness do not enter the equation 
these days. 

As notified in the November 1998 Calendar, last October the Council voted to create a working 
party to look at the best ways of protecting the Club and its members in su ch circumstances. 1 was 
elected chairman of the working party and three weil known, experienced and trusted members joined 
me, they being Brian Maile, Nick Simpson and Nick Walker. 

What is important is that we consider that in the Club's present format, we may be very vulner­
able. One hears of high compensation payment awards and the situation is likely to get worse. AI­
though the Council has endeavoured to make sure that our insurance covers every eventuality, includ­
ing libel, third party liability and even infringement of patents and designs when it cornes to the 
production of spare parts, you can never be sure that it is enough or that we are fully covered against 
a very substantial c1aim. 

Over the past months we have sought advice from many sources including professional advisors 
and members who are qualified in such matters. We notified the Council that the culmination of our 
investigation was that there was sufficient evidence in favour of the Club becoming incorporated by 
way of a company limited by guarantee. We therefore recommended this course of action to the 
Council. 

1 feel that it is important to explain this recommendation. First, let me state that in respect ofthis 
change there is no advantage or disadvantage to the Club as far as the way its finances are run or used. 
We have, through good management, a more than adequate accounting system already in place and 
the way the Council look after the interests of the members is more than acceptable, particularly 
when you look at the formality aspects of a limited company. Consequently, you would see no signifi­
cant ditTerence in the way the Club is managed, ifwe take this step. The registrationloperational costs 
involved are minimal but the benefits considerable. It will have no etTect on subscription levels. For 
international members, it is unlikely that this action would be any direct benefit to you, other than 
protecting your Club's future. 

By creating a company limited by guarantee, the risk to you and to the Club is substantially 
reduced. 1 quote from the advice of one of our most eminent advisors on these matters: "Although the 
Club, or more importantly, the officiais organizing the Club or specific events, are covered under 
public liability insurance, any claim is bound to be against the officiais personally. A claim against the 
Club would be additional. Incorporation seems to be the only practicable way to insulate individuals 
from collective responsibility." 

This means that ifwe incorporate the Club by guarantee, in the unlikely event ofanyone taking 
action to seek substantial compensation against the Club or an official, your maximum liability, in the 
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vcry worst case, as a mcmber or the Club, would be one pound. Another bene fit or incorporation is 
that the Club would b.e seen to have such protection in place, and it would thererore substantinlly 
rcduce the ri sk or inappropriate lit igation being taken aga inst il. Incorporation l1leans that the Club 
would beeome an addressablc enti ty with a registcrcd offi ce and thi s protec ts the membershi p fro l1l 
outsiders more eas il y. 

You might ask why wc did not go down the Charitab le Trust route. The rcasan is that thi s is not 
an option today as the law has been changed. Wc would have to prove wc arc a bona fidc charity <I ncl 
that wc can nOI do. 

The Council is dedicated to the protection of your interests and those of the Club, ror ruture 
generations, and 50 the Council overwhelmingly votcd to accept the working party's recommend<1-
tions, and it is hoped Ihat you will endorse thm acccpiance. The problem now is find ing a way 10 dca l 
wi th Ihis issue with in the rules o r the Club, which arc rar frol11 clear; wc arc now worki ng onlhe fin er 
detail s so tlmt wc can be sure wc are rollowi ng the correct procedures. This is <1 vcry important issue 
and il is hoped that you will agree the need ror positive action. 

1 am quite prepared to answer questions but 1 do fee l that urgent action is nceded on thi s subject. 
To de lay would be very ri sky. 

As a scparate issue, the working party has a lso recommendcd that a Trust be created to be re­
spollsible for the Club's Archives. You have been very generous already and John Wheeley is doi ng 
an excellent job in holding and documenting the Archives. What wc have suggested is a long Icrm 
plan. The hope is that event ually we would have ded ica tcd st orage fac ili ties fa r our Archives which 
\Vould enablc any mcmber to use them. Il \Vou ld a lso give those members who OWIl \Vhat we know arc 
important itcms/documents (part orthe hi story of our ca rs and Club), the assurance that their treaslires 
will be preserved and protectcd. The Archives would be ca red roI' by the Trust and cOlild n01 be 
disposed of, whatever happens to the Club. Our wish is that onc day wc will join \Vith The Registcr 
and Red Triangle in ha.,ving Archi ves on a il A lvis maHcrs in one place for ali ta use. 

Wc loday have a cJcar kno\Vledge of Al vis as a car manufacturer bui to future generations Ihal 
knowledge may only come l'rom our Archives so we hope that you will cont inuc to support the trans­
fcr of artifacts. By the creat ion of the Trust, wc are dCl110nstrating the Club's committment to Archive 
preservation and management. 

ROBIN BENDALL 

LEADED/UNLEADED FUEL AND ALVIS CARS 

Lcaded fuel (Four-Star BS 4040) will not be ava ilable from January 1 st, 2000 at filling stations. 
There is 10 be a lim itcd quantity ofleadcd ruclto be madc ava ilablc to "Spec iallntercst Groups", 

perhaps ciass ic cars and c lass ic competi tion cars . To date there is no pub li shed plan for di stribution o r 
this fuc l. Il may only be intended for compct it ion use. 

Other countri es a lrcady have a leadcd fuel ban. Uscrs in those countrics switch to unleaded ruel 
and top the ir tanks with an An ti \Vca r Additive (A\VA). These products arc sa id ta provide a mensure 
of prOlection against Vnlve Scat Recession . It is cxpected that Anli Wear Additives (AWAs) will be 
available in motorisls shops by 01/0 1/00. These should Ilot be confused with Octane Enhanccrs 
intended to boast performance. To date, (24/03/99) , four products have becn tcsted and approvcd by 
the FB HYC:· 

t99 



Millers VSP-Plus 
I~cd Une Lead Substitulc 
Superblend I2/Zero Lead 2000 
Valvemaster 
N.B. Eoell of rhese producrs lias differenl ratios for mixing and i l is esse11lial thar doses are 

measured care/ully as 100 ml/ch additive con do !Jarm. 

Il is a1so advised that one should 'stick ' to one add itive only as mixi ng them may be harmful. 
There are a number of'dcviccs ' that may be fined in fue llincs and fue l tanks that purport to 'add 

Icad' 10 unleaded" fuel. Sa fa r, none of these has been convi ncingly teslcd and Ihere is no British 
Standard. 

She ll issued a pamphlet Ihat states, "There w ill be an acceptab le rep lacement for 4 Star in the 
U.K. when the Lead Ban takes c f l'cet in the yea r 2000." They say il will be " Widely avai lable", They 
also say Ihey arc \,-:orking \Vith Illotor manufactures and consumer g roups 10 develop a British Standard 
for Lead Replacement Petrol. To date, 24/03/99, none of the LRP producers has subm itted their 
products for test by the FBH VC. We do not know for sure if the LRP 10 be offered wi ll have a British 
Standard . When using LRP, it is sllggested that one should 'stick' 10 one brand and not m ix them. 

At present, the lead into petro l ncts as a protective barrier between the engine exhaust valve and 
the valve seat into which it fits . Without lead or an alternative va lve seal prolector, the nomlal 'soft' 
exhaust valve seats can wear away more quiekly than lIsual caus ing 10ss ofpower and the eventual need 
for an early Top Overhaul. This condition is known as Vllive Se'lt Recess ion. 

Historically, lead was inlroduccd into fuel around 193 1 in response 10 demand from consul11ers 
and motor manufacturers. They needed 10 lengthen service inlervals between top overhauls. The 
problem had become acute with the growth ofmotor hau lage and wider use o rthe car. Exhaust valve 
and seat meta ll urgy was not so advanced as today. Pre 193 1 Alvis cars ran without lead in petro l bu l 
va lve overhaul was a regular and irritating chore at service time unti l the introduction of leaded fue l. 

Ali Alvis cars should bene fit from Lcad Rep lacement Petrol or an additive when the ban becolllcs 
elTective. They should reduce Va lve Seat Recession. SOlllcAlvis cars may be mechanical1y convertcd 
10 run on lInlcade~ fueL This is carricd out by fining hardened exhaust val ves and valve seats. A lis t 
is availab le for models that rnay be converted. Il is thought that a il Alvis cars may be drivcn gcntly 
using untrcated u'1 leaded fuel with cert':.lin provisions:- mOlorway driving, high engine spceds and long 
periods of heavy pulling must be avo ided. 

The Department of the Enviromnenl, Transport and the Regions issued a four-page statemellt on 
7th December 1998 ent itled "Making the Change - Moving to Lead Free Petrol". Paragraph 10 
states, "I! is expected that LRP or AWAs will be increasingly avai lab le from the autunm of 1999. 
Where petrol stations choose to ofTe r LRP, th is will replace 4 Star at Icaded petrol pumps. Pumps 
dispensing the new fuel should be cJearly labelled 'LRP' and will have a \Vide nozzle that wi ll not fit the 
fue l filler of cars equipped wi lh catalytic converters". (LRP or addit ivc-treated un leaded fue l can 
damage a cata lytic convcrter.) "As an al ternati ve ta LRP, petrol stations may ofTer AWAs fo r mix ing 
\Vith unleaded petrol. These addi ti ves wi l1 be ava il ab le in bott les or syringe-like injection appli cators." 

Th is stateme'nt Îs available from the DETR by te lephoning 0870-1 226-236 and asking for leaflet 
T/TNF/476. You can also find iL in rull on Ihe Internet at hllp://\Vww.detr.gov.uk. 
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THE 1999 A.G.M. 

SOllle forly four mcmbcrs attended th is yca r's AGM at the Allcs lcy HOIcI , Coventry on Mareh 
281h. Among the apologies for absence \VaS one l'rom Eric and Brenda Oakman who, regrcttab ly, h,\(1 
10 be c lscwhere. This wou ld have becn Eric's 40th consecutive AGM wh ich must sure ly be a record. 
After acce pta nce or the minules from the prcviolls ycar, reports \Vere presented bOl h on Ihe yeur pasl 
and plans l'or the year ahead. 

As is customary. the C ha imlan, Art hur Fa irburIl , \Vas the It rsi to makc Lhis report . In the yeur 
past, his fi rsl in the post, Arthur had v is ited ail the Section days and had becn imprcsscd by the qua li ly 
and organ isat ion or the cvCIllS rllld thanked a11 invo lvcd. He had also atte nd cd a dclight ru l weekcnd in 
Cornwall wherc his prcdccessor laid a wrcath in Il1cll1 ory of Major Harvey. Hc cndcd his repo rt by 
commcming on matters currelll ly under consideration by the Counc il such as whether the C lub should 
become a \imited company and also \ooked fo rward to the many evcnts in the year ahead. 

Jim Pearce was ab lc 10 report the Clu b's eonti nu ing hca lthy fi nancia l posi lion although Ihe year 
had endcd with a 5111a ll de ti ci l which would be corrccled by the increase in 5ubsc ri ptions unllouneed 
earl ier. Dave Cul shaw described Ihe changes 10 hi s s leuthi ng team and in parti cul arly welcomed a new 
addition in the person of Mark Chapman who will eoord illatc maltcrs rc lat ing 10 milit ai)' vehicles. For 
hi s part, Charl es Mnckonochie was able 10 report the h igheslleve l o f l11 embership yel at 1,646. 

The overall rcsu lt s we re provided by the Mick Fletcher. Weil donc East Anglia ro r will ni ng The 
Inte rsect ion Shield, Jim Talche l ro r the besi ind ivid llnl perfonllancc and Susan Li tt le who ga ined the 
Ladies plate. 

A report \Vas givcn by Eric Ody on thc progrcss IOward Internat ional Alvis Day 99, wh ich moves 
to Ihe Midland Section Ihis yea r and each or Ihe olhe r Sec tion Secrelaries rcpon ee! on the many and 
va ri cd cvents or Ihe yea r pasl and looked ro rward 10 the attract ions 10 cOllle wilhill their respective 
arcas . 

The Ed ilOr's report was delive rcd by the new Ass istant Editor, Chris Watson. He cOlll l11entcd nOl 
only on the qllali ly orthc matcrial rece ivcd but a lso on thc quanl ity whic h ensurcs healthy Bullclins in 
Ihc 1110nlhs to come. Brian Mai lle made rcrcrcnce 10 last year's very suceess fu l 75th anni vcrsal)' o r the 
lirst eve r Alvis Day at Brooklands which even cO ll lri ved 10 show a pro fil and dcscribcd progress illthe 
restoraiion o r the MOloring Vi ll<Jge and the scuing up or the pcnllanen t Alvis disp lay. 

It is now some th ree yca rs sinee the Archive Census. John Whee ley dese ri bed the progrcss so rar 
and con fi nned he is happy 10 rece ive anyth illg appropriate. 

Thc pOSIS orTrcasurer, Registrar and those or Competition and Genera l Secreta ries \Vere ail duc 
ror rc·clecti on. The present incu1l1 bclllS were ail willing 10 stand aga in and no o lher nomina tions had 
bccn rece ived. During the year, Colin Ncwby hac! flnllounced hi s retireme nt as PRO. As ye l no 
replacement Ims been ro und . 

Many people will know that Marlin Wickhal11 is about to leave Alvis. In recognition o r all lhe 
ass istance Manin has providcd, the Chairlll an was pleased to presen t, on bchalf of thc Club, a small 
IOken o r our apprcciati on. 

Considerablc d iscuss ion lOok place on the subj ect or unleaded fue l. Nick S impson was able 10 
in ronn the mceting of the hues l dcvelopmenls in ruel add itives, the ava ila bil ity o r Icad re placement 
pelro l and the like ly c fTecls on our cars. 

Be rore c\os ing the meet ing, Arthur an llounced that our Presiden t, Nonnan Whinon, has dccided 
to retirc thi s year. John Whecley proposcd a vOIe o Cthan ks to Norman which was hearti ly endo rscd. 
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THE HISTORY OF A SPEED 25 
- Car No. 19913; Chassis No. 14629; Engine No. 15113-

Simon Ramsay's Speed 25. Photo: Simon Ramsay 

Ex-works as a chassis oil ly in 1939. Probably imported al Melbourne where il had a sa loon body 
filled (probab ly built by Manin and King). The original owner is Ilot known but il is bc licvcd il \Vas 
so ld ne'" to a Sydney horse trainer or bookmnkcr. The car \Vas slolen and chased by po li ce. It 
crashed, ovcrturncd and cnught tire. The wrcck \Vas o fTered for sa le by tender and bought by a 
Quantas pilot, "Snow" Schubert , who Ilnd the car rchuilt \V ith a new body. The body was saie! to be 
too narro\\' and did not fit the chass is rails properl y (not visible 10 me whcn 1 pholographcd the car at 
titi s slage). Il IlOW had a dividcd V-shaped windsc rccn and a malch ing pair orrear windows and Ihc 
ca r was painlcd black. In this (onn, the car was rcgistered (NSW) ABF 5 19. II was sa id 10 have been 
previollsly rcgistercd as 15 . 194 but thalnumbcr be longs lO an earlicr series so remains a puzzle 10 Ille. 

ln mid- 1959 the car was acqui rcd by John Macnaughton and regis tercd now as (NSW) CDN 
4 15. The car had some gc'lrbox paris repl'lced in 1963/ 1964 and was oOcred for sa le in 1976. It wns 
purehased by Bob Rodger of Lindficld, N .S.W., who soon afterwards so ld il lO John Ham ofVielo ria 
and Canberra. 

John I-I am so ld this car to Max Houston in 1978 who rebui h the ear in its present 1'0 1111 \Vith a 
one-piece windscreen and a single, wide back window. The bOOIlOp is lower tha n previously and the 
beaver-Ia il is Icngthened so thm the rcar end has s lllooth-nowing li nes now. The window quarlcr­
lights, front and rcar, are reta incd in the present car. The car was sold to Martin Pyc of lm'crell, 
N.S. W. (probably beforc the above work by Houslon was cOll1 ll1 iss ioned by Pye). 

Pye is belicved to have so ld the car to Ian MeNee who Ialer passed it on 10 Simon Ramsay. 
ERIC CUNN INGHAM 

This Speed 25 which IlOl\I be/OIlgs la Simoll Ramsay. is piClured at the head of dûs article. Eric 
ClIlI/lillghaml/CIs !forted our its hislOl)' as/à/" as he COli. Cal/ al/yolle addfurlher details? - J. N. I1. C. 
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INTO THE DARKNESS 

Il ail began al the "Surrey Noggin" in Novcmbcr. Mike Baker came in \V ith the lalest vsec 
NcwslC(lcr in his hand. "How about entering the Mcasham llighl raUy", he sa id to rally emhusiast 
Brian Maile. A discussion then followcd about the praclicalitics orsueh a venture. Mike had compcted 
in this eVCIlI twice beforc, a S a driver, but Brian had not panicipatcd in a rally held under VSCC 
rcgulations. The firsi {hing \Vas to lind a suitable car. This is whcre Mike's experience came in. "A 
sa loon is essential" , reasoncd Mike. 

It \Vas then ihal 1 bcc3mc invol vcd, r~r standing outside of the pub \Vas Illy recent ly acquircd 
FircOy saloon. "NoL al ail suitable", 1 protested, and then proceeded to explain to Mike and Brian 
abolit the ca r's powcr/weight ratio . In rep ly, J \Vas Ihen told thal "Aust in 7's" and the li ke competed 
annually. "Ali you have 10 do is dri ve", said Mike, "wc will do alllhe rest". Wilh SOIllC rcluclance, 1 
agrced, ahhough 1 still had concems about the car's su ilabi li lY, Ihe car's condition and the driver's 
capabi li ly. But in the cosy 3tmosphere of a wann pub with a couple of pinls inside it ail seclllcd 
di stincllyachievable. 

For anyone 'who is unfamil iar \Vith VSCC events, "The Mcasham" is a night rally thal is he Id in 
the middle of January, in some ofEngland's most difficult areas for motoring and is reckoned to be the 
IllOSt Icst ing VSCC event held on public roads. This year, the event had been moved 10 North Yorkshi re 
\Vhich has both thé Yorkshi re Dales 10 the west and the NonhYork Moors to the east, fo r the organiser's 
10 do thcir dmnnedest. 

Over the next two and a half 1110nths, lTIany misgiv ings \Vent through Illy mind. Aboli t the car 
and the dri ver, about what to check, about \Vhal to repair, what 10 add and what to take o ff. The 
att itude o f my family. which varicd from, "you must be mad", 10 references of the "Last of the SU l11111 er 
\Vine", did not help, a lthough 1 l"ch that they were a il we il intentioned. Another point o f conccm, \Vas 
Ihat my rally experience was limiled to one "Intcr-Register" event, close to home, when 1 had navagaled 
for the driver ofa 12/50. 

The plan \Vas fo r me to drive the 30 or so miles north to Brian's, load the car on hi s trailer and 
then for Brian to drive the remaini ng 280 miles north to North Yorkshi re, compele and then repeatlhe 
operation for the retum journcy. The tirst problem that wc were to encounter, was that thc trailer's 
capacity was onl y one Ion and the Firefly's we ight was 1.35 tons (27 eWI). Before wc had solved il, 
came news that Brian's car had been involved in an accident and had been wriuen-off. 

This then forced us 10 change our plans completely. A new plan was agreed, that 1 wou Id dri ve 
the tirsl 230 miles on the Friday 10 Sheffield, stay overnight and Ihen drive the rema in ing 80 miles on 
the Saturday. Brian and Mike 10 come up in a modem car on Saturday, then wc could eompele in Ihe 
ra ll y and then repeat the slra tegy for the retum. 

ln the week leading up 10 the cvenl, it becamc clear thm the except ionally Illild weathe r Ihal had 
feawred since before Christmas wou Id ho Id. This led me to be li eve that at thc very leasl, wc would 
not be driving the emire evcnl on packed snow. But fcars were slill present; the thought of driving ail 
night in thick fog was one Ihat 1 did not rel ish! 

At tirsllight on Friday, 15th January 1 was off on the tirs! Icg to Yorkshi re. Once 1 depart on any 
trip, 1 a lways adopt a philosophical approach - what's len behind , is le ft ; just get on with il and enjoy 
il. The \Veather for the ent irc day was 10 tum out 10 be light ra in, dri ven on by a near ga le force 
\Vesterly wind. Thejoumey was punctualed by a series ofi rri tal ing minor mcchanical and electrical 
problems, not at ail a good omen. 

Aner an ovemight stop, the next day broughl some wi nter sUTlshine and the wind \Vas dropping 
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but the ai r Il1at they have in Yorkshire is many degrees lower than in the south o rthe land. But the car 
was running we il and confidence rClUming. Theil com ing up to the northern end of lhe Doncaster by­
pass, suddcnly the engine began to l'alter, Ihis was aceompanied by a strong sllle ll of pelrol and then the 
engine cut ou t entirely. On to the hard-shou lder, lift up the bonnet and "hey-presto" , Ihe nom cham ber 
had fa lien otT the carbureltor! "Is someone up there trying 10 tell me somelhing?" Fortun<ltcly, the boit 
and ail of the w<lshers were still aUached, 50 il is a simple job 10 put il back together. BUI what cou ld 
happen next? 

1 arri vcd al the start point \Vith plemy of time 10 spare. Sefore 1 can get ouI o f the ca r, a fe ll o\V 
competitor \Va lks over, shakes me by Ihe hand and introduces himself 10 me. He is Alvis man, Ken 
Burnctt; Heather Milne-Taylor a lso introduces hcrselfto me. They \Vere lipped olT lhal 1 was coming 
by competition correspondenl , Mike Meakill. This geslure by t\Vo of lhe top l1igh l rally compcli lors, 
really put Ille al ease. The car park, l11elln\Vhile, was li11ing up with ail sorts of machincry, both cxolic 
and sporting. The Fireny, covered in road-grime, looked quite out-classed in such company, blH il 
\Vou ld be dark soon. 

In the wann th ofa motel roOtll, a tutorial had been arrallged for newcomers, such as myse lf, on the 
subject of navigation for the event. It was during this, that 1 was joined by my crew of Mike and Brian; 
th ings are finally coming together. Next. we wenl back ouI in the cold, to the car park. 10 prepare the 
ca r. First, top up with petrol, then fi x map reading light to navigator's sat is faction. Swap over all my 
equipmenl tha! is not absolute ly essential for Mike and Srian's navigational efTects plus ex tra c10thing 
and Mike's "goody" bag of snacks. Back inside and sign-on, we are then given our lirst pack of 
info rmat ion and Ihe numbers tha! the ca r will carry for the Ilight (II). These are th en fixed 10 the ca r 
and then we report nearby for scrut ineeri ng. There seems to be so much to do and the clock is ti cking. 

Back inside and Mike and Brian, Ihen begin 10 plot the "givc-ways". To those not fam il iar wilh 
Ihis tenn , they are points on the maps where olle must make stops, fo r ifthey arc 011 the route, Illey 
may bc observed. There seems to be several dozcn of them, apparcntly only sOllle o flhelll will be on 
the (as yel unknown) route. The organ isers obviously believe Ihat the cre \Vs li kc doing thi s to wile 
away the lime. 

Tirne is now found to dine in Ihe mOlcl 's reslauranl , but still atthe back oronc's mind are Ihoughts 
of lhe night ahead. The nexi critical time is 20.26, Ih is is 45 minutes beforc our start lime. Only class 
1 compelilOrs (ne\Vcorners) have this pri vilegc, athers only have 30 minutes 10 plot the lirsl hal f o flhe 
route. 

Right to the second at20.26. wc collect our roule, to a Illuch more franLic pace, Brian, with Mike's 
help, slarts to plot the route that wc wi ll endeavour to follow for the first part of the night. As we are 
a crew ofthree, 1 feel a bit "spare" for Ihe moment. Al about ten minules to go, 1 head out to the car 
park and start up the now very co ld FireOy and proceed to warm itup. 1 am then joillcd by the crcw 
::lJld we are ready for the " o n~' . 

Wc join a ragged queue o r cars, at 20.09 and a few seconds, we move to the front , Ca r Il umber 10 
is a non-starter, we wa il unl il a fcw seconds bcfore 20.11 and the countclowll begins 5-4-3-2-1 and we 
are otT. Away across the weil-lit ca r park and into the darkness. The li rst thoughts arc to gClup 10 the 
30 mph specd limit. "S low down", 1 am instrucled by Brian, the navigator. This first sect ion is 10 be 
run ai an average specd ofjust 22 mph and thi s pm1 of the country is very Oat. 

On and 0 11 , generally to the west 10\Vards the Dales. Il \Vas very dark under a cJoudy sky but after 
go ing through four lime checks, di sasler slrllck, wc \Vcre o tT roule . A ve ry diffi cult T1111IlOC livre 10 turn 
around on a sing le Irack road, in a car \Vi lh a 43 foollurning ci rcle and wi thout the benefit ofreversi ng 
ligh ts. Il seemed fo r ever, but wc eventually, did it llnd then il \Vas a rush to get back on route. This 
error was 10 prove very cost ly 10 our time-kecping. 

Through the nexl time control and then we begin our c limb up on 10 the tops of Ihc moors. The 
gradients are not as steep as 1 had ::mti cipatcd, bUI as we get higher, we notice that Ihe narrow road has 
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a carpet of snow upon it, but we must be on route as we can see wheel tracks of the competitors in 
front. Suddenly, 1 have to slow, 1 think that there are route boards to read but on reading them, they are 
ice warnings! But the ice, in a half-melted state, is not a problem, except to the driver's nerves. Up on 
to the top ofHigh Ash Head Moor and on both sides of the road we see spectators, they ail have green 
eyes that reflect in our lights and, if it were not so dark, we would have seen that they ail had woolly 
coats on. Now for the descent and caution is the name of the game. It is very steep with extreme 
bends but fortunately, we do loose traction and make it safeJy down. 

Soon after this, we have our first excursion on to what are known as "white roads". These are 
roads that the Ordnance Survey in their wisdom, do not colour in. They are, in winter, rocky tracks up 
on the moorland and a series of muddy puddles on the lower ground with no tarmac near them. Could 
be quite good fun in daylight, 1 suppose, but on the very darkest of nights, when trying to make up 
time, are quite alarming. With the suspension, hitting the stops and muddy water hitting the windscreen 
by the bucketfull. 

On and on through the Yorkshire night; the time controls when you come across them are Iike 
small pockets of civilization in an otherwise completely black night. Small creamy coloured tungsten 
filament lamps, powered no-doubt from ex-WD batteries, seem to give a warmth in the cold night air. 

AD 1.16, on Sunday, we pull in to the half-way stop. A feeling of achievement is felt by the driver; 
at the very least, we have made the first half, sorne 80 miles. Until 02.11, the driver can, with a three­
man crew, to a certain extent, relax a bit. Not so for the navigators, for at 01.26, the route instructions 
are given out for the second half, and route plotting begins again. 

As we wait for the final seconds to tick away, we are given another ice warning, that focused the 
driver for the joumey ahead, for in the past hour a lot of rain had faBen. Off into the darkness again, 
this time toward the east and the north York Moors. On two occasions we were to go off-route but 
quickly found our way back. 

After going through seve rai time controls in the Swale Valley, we headed further to the east and 
went through the tiny village of Boltby, and the road started to climb up. After doing a smart change 
down to second, we passed a gradient sign. Now, 1 cannot be sure but, 1 think it reads 26% which is 
a Iittle steeper than one in four. 

From the driver's seat, it looked Iike a wall in front ofus! An ultra-fast change into first at near 
maximum revs. As the car slowed on the gradient; 1 was aware of the first sign ofpetrol vaporisation 
and power started to die away bringing us to a standstill. 1 was just able to keep the faltering engine 
going and Brian and Mike quickly got out to put a shoulder behind the car. We were able to get it up 
the last few yards ofthis extreme gradient. At the top, Mike and Brian quickly scrambled back in, and 
we were off again but still climbing in first. With some cold air moving through the radiator, most of 
our power returned and we were able to climb the next step of the gradient. It now levelled out a bit 
and the fuel started to cool as our speed rose. 

The worst of ail 5ight5 now appeared in front of us. For there was a time control that we were 
obliged to stop. Now those of you that suffer from fuel vapourisation, will know that the worst thing 
that you can do with a very hot manifold, is to stop. The marshalls at this control seemed to me to take 
for ever, but we got away without the dreaded loss of power. Accelerating away ail seemed weil but 
after about 1/4 ofa mile, the final epi50de ofthis c1imb appeared in front ofus. Not quite so 5teep as the 
first part, it nevertheless forced a change to first and near the top the engine died completely. 

After about three hours running, the silence was deafening. 1 got out and opened up the bonnet; 
the manifold was 50 hot 1 could feel the heat radiating to my face although the night air was very cold 
ail around. 1 gingerly reached in to the fuel pump and pumped more fuel to the carburettor, got back 
in and spun the starter but the engine would not tire. Meanwhile, other competitors were squeezing 
past at regular intervals, partly on the narrow road and partly on the muddy verge. We sat for what 
seemed like an age, then Brian got out and performed on the fuel pump; 1 pressed the starter button 
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and thc cnginc burst inlo lifc. A scrambled start and wc wcre ofTagai n bUl lhc mcmory ofSneck Ya te 
Bank will stick for some while. 

Up here, wc \Vere rllnning on a light snow covcring and Irying to make up a bi t o f time. Ancr 
some more "whi te roads" and a fo rd, wc descended down a fhirly gentlc but far froJl1 stra igh t incl ine 
10 the natter part ofVorkshire. Further on, wc camc ac ross two of the cars that had squeczcd past us 
on Snack Ya te Bank, they were slopped with l i ght s~o n. As wc \Vere not waved 0 11 , \Ve stopped la 
cnquire as to the problcl11 . We \Vere lold that the driver of oll e of the cars had stopped, got out, and 
fa ll en over and Ît was belicved that he had frac tured his leg, duc ta the icy road surface. We rcsponded 
by dri ving on ta the I1CX I timc cont rol ta report the inc ident ta thc organisc rs. 

This inc ident, sharpcned thc roact ions o f a li rcd dri ver ta thc road surfaces that wc were driv ing 
on, but the condit ions did not seriously affect our progrcss. Saon, with cach control that was passcd, 
the crew began to feel an increasing weariness. Il was quite a relieflo pull into the fi nal time chcck in 
the motel car park. 

Aner parki ng, a qu ick glance al my watch and it reads 6.45, il is jusi over 81
/: hours since wc lert 

here; but it fccls days ago. 1 switch offlhe ignition, the engi ne stops and 1 step out and nearly go nat 
on Illy back. The car park is covered in iee! lt is still very dark, but wc make our way very gingerly 
ta the bri ght lights of the motel. Aner a quick wash and brllsh up, we go inta Ihe restaurant ror the 
mOSl ex tensive of Eng li sh breakfasts, with not a thought ror the polysaturated fal or the cholesterol. 

Brian and Mike bid thei r farewell at abOli t 7.45. and saon Imake my way to the cn r just nner 
8.00. lt is now full y lighl and the car is covered in llllld up la the wa istli ne. But there is no inclinat ion 
ta clean any ori t off, 1 dri ve out of lhe car park, pasl ca rs covcrcd in th ick l'rosi and IIp the slip road la 
join the A 1 south bound for the return 3 10 miles. 

Now 1 am greelcd by the ri sing sun coming over Ihe horizon, slraight ahcad. Il was sa low th,lI 
Ihere was abso lute ly no shacle for my eyes; eyes that been stari ng into the inky darkness ail night 
long. This is jusi the si art of a retum trip that woulcl hold a fcw surpri ses but then that's another slory. 

DEREK TO URLE 

A .\p/el1did piece by Derek TOllrle which 1 par,iCllla,.~)1 el!ioyed readillg white siuing 0 11 ollr vermldalt ;n 
,he ,ropical .HIIl, sipping a co/cl drink. - .J. N. I3. C. 
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WINTER CHALLENGE 1999 
- Monte Carlo 01- Bust-

Robin Myersco/lghfidly killed I/p for ,he Monre. "en Provence". P/IOIo: George Melville 

We il wc bus! ! 
Four Alviscs - our Fircfly, Pau l Carter and Rupert Bravery in the 12/60, Jim BrislOw \Vith Iwo 

coll cagucs, and Robin Mycrscough and navigato r in thcirTDs. Wc ail startcd from 8rook lands 10 be 
joincd in Northem France by cars from Oslo, Biarritz, Dubli n, Noordwijk and VcnÎcc. 

Brooklands 10 Dovcr \Vas a fast IWO hour f Ull \Vi th check points in Sussex and Kent. Puu l's 12/60, 
recently fi llcd \Vith ove rdri ve, showed a clcan pa ir o fh ecls 10 the majoriry of pre-wa r cnlrÎcs a long the 
M20. The fun from Calais \Vas uneventrul \Vith long fast COUl1lry roads, culmÎnating in <In carly cvcni ng 
suppcr/tilll c control. These stops are usua ll y a fran lic mixtu re ofcleaning of lights, chccking ofoi l, 
rearrangclll enl of maps. and hllrri cd consum ption ofany avai lable food and nuid plus a visit 10 any 100 
or trcC - Ihis was the hard part, ror the vintageants in open vehicles; removing layers of clolhillg to the 
lasl layer o f thermals and then Ihe rearrangcmelll is a nightmare! 

The Fire ny was rUllni ng like c1ockwork, weil on schedllie. No amount ofpre-rally preparat ion 
could have forcseen our problems of lhe night. Earlier in Ihe day, 1 had questioned (one neverquestions 
a na vigator!) James about a du ll knocki ng from clown below - wc di scussed it as a "nolh ing" -
espccial1y as o il pressure and pcrfonnancc \Vere as good as cvcr - may be a gaskct, may be a ... . ? Arter 
our suppcr break, the noise bccame morc and more obvious. Adrcnalin d ictated, forget il, drive harder, 
lose Ihe sound. A petrol stop aro uild midn ight brought cvery French enthlls iast frol11 miles arollnd 
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putting wise heads under our bonnet - "C'est mal" - "C'est frappe" - "Mon Dieu, pauvre Anglais­
pauvre Alvis". No mountains or snow for us. We headed for the nearest Autoroute and travelled for 
ten cold, tired hours at 28 mph to Calais, the engine sounding as if a rod would shake our hand at any 
minute. AA Relay whisked us from Dover home. The car is now having an engine rebuild and exhaust 
valves reseated for the September Classic Marathon from Le Mans to Biarritz via the Pyrenees. We 
greeted our wives - "the bad news is we are home early - the good news is we are offagainll . We 
loaded my elderly Jaguar with clothes/spares and headed back to Aix Les Bains to join our friends to 
support and help Alvis needs. 

Weil, through appalling weather, the other three ail reached the warmth and Bon Ami of Monte 
Carlo. Paul won the under 2-Litre c1ass in the vintageants in his 12/60 and Robin and Jim's TDs ended 
with finishers medals. 

Robin Myerscough writes:-
"We set out in the TD 21 with great expectations of doing better than our position for 1998, of 

125th! My co-driver, Graham was new with no previous experience but made up for this with plenty 
of enthusiasm and good humour. We took stop watches this year, which was a novelty, but Graham 
stopped the clock by accident at the first attempt. On the second go, he stopped it at what he thought 
was the checkpoint, but it was two cars broken down. By the third regularity he got it about right. 

We had to dig ourselves out ofa snow bank, which we got into by trying to miss a Mini, also in 
the snow bank. Ali ofthis was caused by a French chap parked on a hairpin bend, while he went off 
snow boarding - C'est la vie. 

Next year we will definitely be using Town and Country tyres to get the grip. We had no mechanical 
problems apart from the interior Iights packing up. 

Mission accomplished, we finished 111 th. We will be back next year to try to get below 1 OO!" 

Jim Bristow writes:-
tIlt has always been my intention to take part in sorne rallies starting with the "easy onell, being 

the Monte Winter Challenge. 1 was joined by two other city brokers, ail of us complete novices, not 
knowing one end of a sparking plug from the other, and zero map reading ability. 

The car was a 1962 TD 21 Series Il which we thought we had prepared weil for the event. 
Preparation including new shocks front and rear, new tyres front and rear, clutch, brakes, fuel pump, 
battery and hoses. Despite ail this preparation, we still had, during the event, the following problems:-

1. Calais - Blown head gasket 
Massive overheating 

2. Calais - Fuel blockage - Blown out with air hose at garage via tank 
3. Split bottom hose - Overheating 
4. Brakes (right) overheating 
It was a close thing us getting to Monte with the head blowing on us on day one. This involved 

major time, worry, effort, labour and expense to several people to keep us in the event and lots of 
thanks have to go to the following:-

1. The RAC tow truck from Doverrrunbridge Wells 
2. Miles Garage - Tunbridge Wells (Brian) for fixing the head. 
3. Richard, at the spares department Red Triangle who had several messages left on the answer 

machine Sunday night, that we needed the parts motor biked down to Tunbridge Wells 
Monday moming to enable Miles to carry out the job. 

4. Malcolm Davey and Charles Mackonochie, Alvis Owner's Club, who 1 phoned from the 
ferry to uyand help us locate a head gasket. 
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1\ lame pif stop. Photo: George Me/ville 

S.E G R t;r A u -

Palll ill COl1lro/ 0/ "L 'éssellce de A/vis". PhulO: George Mell·;lIe 
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5. Robin Myerscough and his co-driver in the other TD 21 for good advice and a jump start in 
Monte Carlo. 

6. My wife for putting up with ail three of us overilight, having thought she had got rid of us 
for the week. We then reappeared in the RAC low loader on Sunday night. 

Being complete novices and part of café society, we were not sure quite what to expect, the whole 
thing being a real eye opener. The route was tough and tiring but thoroughly enjoyable. The highlights 
for us being driving through the mountains in the snow and ice, and a day chasing the Brock-Jest 
Lagonda V 12 for about 30 miles or so up and down mountain hairpins etc. (Hence the black smoke 
off the rear brakes as mentioned above.) Jester couldn't believe we were still in their rear view mirror, 
but had the courtesy to stop and tell us the brakes at the rear were almost on tire at the rear wheels. 

The whole event was tremendous fun which can only be described as a combination between 
Wacky RacesIMonte Carlo or Bust. The best thing was the spirit in which the event was held and the 
overall camaraderie of ail participants. 

Thanks must also go to sorne Dutch chaps who towed us for ± tive miles in a Bentley SI after our 
fuel blockage (these people require a round ofapplause having blown up a vintage Bentley earlier to 
then reappear in the SI). 

Paul Carter writes:-
"Having solved ail the gremlins in the car at Brooklands on Saturday afternoon, we departed for 

France at 8.47 am Sunday morning -optimistic and enthusiastic, if not a Iittle tired. Pre-match 
nerves and preparation does not aid sleep or relaxation. 

An uneventful drive to Dover to catch the ferry. Enjoyed a relaxing lunch with George and 
James (Firefly). Great talk about significant snowfall throughout the Alps. Departing the ferry, the 
starter motor refused to engage and we had to suffer the indignity of being "bump started" by the 
Bentley Boys. 

The remainder ofSunday till the supper hait was 250 miles dicing with George's Firefly - for a 
much heavier car th an the 12/60 it really does fly. A float cham ber carne loose at one stage - if you 
smell petrol, stop immediately. Vou either catch fire or lose carburettor parts, both highly inconvenient. 
We did neither. 

At the supper hait, we met Vincent Fairclough and James Baxter in the 1929 Chrysler, a beast of 
a car. We took on board sustinance for a long night, procurred the services of a mechanic to sort the 
starter motor - a pin fixing the Bendix spring had broken - a sawn off BA boit sorted the problem 
and back on the road. 

As we headed through the night, problems arose for other vintageants. George developed a 
nasty knock in his engine which sadly proved to be the end of his rally. The pre-war BMW lost its 
Iights. We hot wired the Iighting circuit direct from the battery to give them night vision. 

During the night, temperatures dropped to -14°C - cars with roofs and heaters were sutTering 
freezing windows internally, us with no heater, no roof - no problem. The tirst serious snow at 4.00 
am sadly caused one of the Lagondas to lose control with serious body damage, which had to retire. 
Keeping on the road and avoiding other competitors became increasingly difficult, but thanks to my 
companion, Rupert Bravery navigating, we kept to our time schedule. 

6.30 am, cold, tired, dark and in the middle ofnowhere, the car stalled, lights dimmed and failed. 
Miraculously, a quick push by marshalls, two backfires the lights carne on, engine started on and otT 
- another unknown gremlin. 

The rally is ail highs and lows. Lows of20 minutes going the wrong way -Iost and finding route, 
then highs ofdriving flat out catching up time, surprising many MGAs and TRs at the 12/60's speed 
and managing to breathe the exhaust of the Bentley and awesome 1929 Chrysler. After 30 hours with 
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RI/perl (dropped papen) II/alies a has!.)1 exil. Photo: George Me/I'jl/e 

A. B. C. TeWl1 - lViI/lier Vill/agel/I l'ealll IIward. Il 'vis - Bel/lfey - CIIJ}'sle/: 
PholO: George Me/I'ille 
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no s leep, fatigue, high altitude and misfi rcs rcsulting in time pcna lties, but on a l'n I' wilh Ihe OIher prc~ 

war cars. 
Altcr n good night's rest, back into the 11l0unta ins, snow, ice and Ihat hinderi ng misfirc. wc lost a 

li u le morc limc - so did the olher vi nlageants wi th the 4Y, Litre Bentl ey bedded in a SIlOW drift and 
the Chrys lcr "wriling~orr' a Sunbeam Alpine. The high altitude Il1Î sfi rc was cured by adv<lllcing Ihe 
liming and \Vrappi ng s il ver foi l arou ild Ihe tllfmifùld. The 12/60 \Vas now on anolher high. and one 
docsn't th ink o f Ihe dangers hut1lîng A lvis, Bentleys and Chryslers with no sea tbcl ts or ro ll cages up 
and clown cndless ha irpi ns with shear drops ei thcr s ide - pure mad ness bu t when the nd rennlin bi tes 
... and wc \Vcre closing Ihc timc gap. 

l'wo hours on the roule on Wednesclay - Bang, whallop - no drivc nt aIl. Flool" boards LI]>. Ihe 
kcy\Vay on the Cardan Shan had snappcd. The Bcntl cy kind ly 10\Vcd liS 10 a major junction. and 
within one hour had round a ga rage, a Mig-Welde r and welded Ihe shalt solid - we had 10SI 50 Illllch 
time, sa dro vc li ke men possessed for Ihe remai ndcr of Ihe clay. d ropping only 40 minutes. rcmai ning 
41h in the v inlagean ts . 

Thursclay was a gent lcr clay. sunshinc, wann, air. stLl nning scencry taking us 10 Ihe fini shing 
ramp in MOllie Cnrlo. The beer nowcd. 

The cnnwraderÎe bctween the vÎ nwgeallls had been cxtraorclinary. The attri tion rat e high. but the 
Alv is finÎ shcd with tlle uncxpected under-2· Li lrc Vimagcanls Trophy. 

Wc will ncccl a Ilew set of tyrcs and o il change bcfore LE JOG 1999. One set 01' brand new 
Michelins completcly balcl exccpt the orI.<; idc front - again 1 kno\\' not why?" 

13c ing a non·competitor l'or mos t of Ihe Rall y. ail 1 can say is Ihal ail thesc Ihrcc crcws \Ven: 
splcndid . Thei l' ca rs \Vcre aIl we Il prepared and \Vere dri vctl \V ilh charisma - thei!" \\'ords Ic ll yOLl a Il . 

CEOnCE MELV I LLE 

NTIRELY 
NEW MODEl 1 

• 
• . . bued on the :atre:ady r:amoui ALVIS V 

.. Speed Twenty" ... but with :a four · 1 
cy tinder enllnlll o r :ad'l':anced de';l" .. • 

:and only '12 u •. 
The New ALV1S " F1R.EFL Y" combine! tlle 
ultn mode. n futu.e, of the .. Spced T"'enlY" 
... ,t l1 the economy of • mo<ier~tely n(ed 

enel"e. 
Quuundloe felt uru o f the Ne ',.. ALVIS 

" FtR.EFLY .' 
1 t 9 fou r '(y lj"der En,tlle Id~ntlCJI ln ~~nerll 
de,l&n 10 Ihn of the" Spe ed Twent y' hl ... ' 

ordlnnUy u nooth runn,,'&. lI.emv1ublc 
po"'~r out put. 
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$o tlll Ohtributon Londo n .. O"I. ic:t. 



ALVIS CAR CLUB N.S.W. PICNIC 
-20th Feb.-uary-

The firsi Ollfillg of the A/vis Car Club for J 999 look place 011 Salllrday. l Or" PebruCIIT. Of Nomebush 
Bay i/1 ,he park adjoil1Îng ,he O~Jlfllpic stadilll1l H'here Ihe O~\'lIIpic Cali/es are ro be held nexi ye(1/: 
Cars ine/lfded /\1'0 / 2/50s. li TC 2/ al1d li TA 2 1. P /IOIO: Eric Cil/ming/will 

David Macdollald'.~· Speed 25. PhnlO: Eric CUlll lillgl/(/1I/ 
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Kelldall McSkimming 's 12/50. Clwssis No. 3182. Ir/tic/t 11"011 (he cOI/cours. Photo: Eric ClI/mingJwlIl 

-- -----~ 
Jailli Doig's 12/60 IJeelleback. Photo: Eric Cil/ming/Will 
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A PILE OF OLD PALLETS? 

Il mysreriolls pile II/If/el' wmps. IVlw( is if? "!u)/o: Nigel PtlfersfJl/ 

ll ikc ole! l:Hrs and I like old bui ldi ngs. Occasionally, yO ll gCllllc opportunil)' for ajoyoLls day 
cOll1bining both intcn.:sts. A group ofbuilding cn thusiasts \Vere askcd 10 l'ècorcl a dilapidatcd building 
and in the undcrgrowth in the gardclllhere \Vas an olcl buildcr's larpaulin covcring \Vhat couic! have bccn 
a pileorpallcls. Youjusl have 10 be nosey SOIllCl illlCS don'I yOll. Sa whcn no one was around 1 ullticd 
the ropcs securi llg the tilrpaulill and pulled il back 10 find Ihis ole! Alvis smiling back at me. It has an 
a il alllllliniulll body and a rabri c roll top. The insidc is rairl)' dcspcratc. The six cylindcrcnginc is part 
disman tlcd and the cy linder hcad sccms \0 be missing. 1 couldn't pull the larpaulin back any rurthcr 10 

sec the rear end, bec:Juse or a large pool or water that was gradua lly s inking with the tarpau lin through 
the rolte n rabric top or the ca r. The car must date rrolll the miel to late 1930's, but 1 don't rccognisc the 
body. 1 am in contact with the owner who says that the car is dcfinitcly not for sale and docs Ilot want 
the location revealcd, 50 Illy lips are sea led. The headlamps \Vere stol en whcn stored in Swindon abOlit 
ten years ago. It's nowhere ncar Swindon now! 

NIGE LI'ATEllSON 
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Ali is revealed. Photo: Nigel Pater.I'OIl 

/V/ua afascil101ing disco very. Would anyone like 10 hazard (1 g uess of the car's idelllil)'? - J. N. B, C. 
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SOAllU NG W l[T I[-J[ TlllE IL. ~GlLILS 
- A Story Of Alvises -

by 
James Mac Hulbert 

- Partll -

Th e \ Vork Begins 
The dic \Vas now cast. and work bcgan. A primee! chassis, variolls rcston.:d components and il 

more or less complete set or cnginc parts were dcli"crcd to Red. The wondcrl"ul pholOgraphs bc lo\\'. 
wkcn by C li ve Taylo r, show the enr dll ring construction. 1'0 accom l11odatc the lowcrcd front end. the 
rcar clul1lb irons \Vere shortcncd and the fron t mounting poinls of the rear springs r3ÎsccI. In order \0 

Ihen CIlSurC Iha\ the dri vc rdid 110\ sil al the hcight o ra double-cleder bus, Rod Ihen had 10 cant the rcar 
ax le al a slight angle, 50 the transmiss ion 1 inc ran in a gC I111 c U. Il'aving a n at fl oor. Thi s Ill Ca lll fi lling a 
more clTcctivc oi l seal in the li'on! e nd or the pin ion hOllsing, which \Voulcl now be ll1uch more li kely (0 

be bathed in oi l. Each orthese problcms \Vas appro:.\ched wi th ingcnuity and good spiri t by Rod. He 
has a rcaltalellt for prob lem-so lving, and although he doesn ' t Icap over tall buildings wi th a single 
bound, challenges that wou lcl lea ve SOlll e dispi riled arc grisl for hi s milL 

Ne:\ t, attent ion lumed (0 the engine. Here wc used many origina l part s, bUi \Vhere nccessary made 
1\10d i !ications based on Rod 's e:\perience. The standard Atvis pushrods, fo r C:\:lIllplc , tend to complain 
with the inte lls ily ofwork they arc givcn to do in a r:,cing ellg ine. 50 ne\V aircrati-quality lubing \Vas 
llsed, attachcd 10 the original Alvis pllshrod cnds. SI·.:l.:w-gea r drivcn oi l plllllpS arc anothcr kllown 
weakness uilder rac ing conditions, and we agreed to dri ve the o il pUlllp o fT the front end o f Ihe 
erankshali. This was aceolllpli shed Ihrough an integrated Jo ll ey-designed ehain-driven supcrchargcr 
system \Vith housing, which he had devc loped for Ihe Giron but. as he had argued it woutel, filted righl 
on 10 the S il ver Eagle. (h is <tuit e amazing how much eompatibility Ihere is in the Alvis s i:\es, bui then 
a clear line o f'desccndance runs unintcrruptedly l'mm the 14. 75 Ihrough 10 the 3 li tres, via, of course. 
the Sil ver Eaglc, Iheir !irsi rcall y success rul 's ix'). Rod enlrusled the bOIlOIll end orthe enginc tO Bob 
Joncs, nOlllinally an M.G . 111Hll , but SOllleone who bell i 10 Ihe Alv is task \Vi th cl1lhusiasm and 
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The illspirafiol1 - 711e /930 Moserafi. 

competence. The top end of the ellgine was deall with by Paul Kitcher, who has worked in co-operation 
wit h Rod for many years. He insta llcd the specially made Mahle pistons, which Rod assurcd 
Ille \\Iou ld perfonn superbly under rac ing condi tions, which indeed turned out to be the case. 

Ilcady for Tcsting 
1986 passed into 1987 as the car progressed. Wc hnd nurt ured a hope, ultimately forlom, that Ihe 

car would be able to compele in 1987, but as the mOl1lhs passed this vision passcd with them. However, 
in Seplember of 1987, in a transat lant ic phone ca li , Rod informed me Ihal the car would be ready for 
lesling in Oclober. The question nci ther of us had contemplated \Vas \Vhere. This \Vas when Ill y 
relat ionship w ith Tony Bianchi, daling back to the ea rly scvcntics, was resusc itated. Many years 
before, \Vhe n 1 had visited Tony on his home lerrilOry in Boume End, 1 rell1cmbered nsking him \Vhcre 
he \Vas able to test and devc lop his Silvcr Eaglc Spccinl, and he had IOld me o f the advan tages o f be ing 
b<lscd ,lt Booker acrodrome. Il was there, in October of 1987, that 1 met Rod and the fi nished 
mOlsterpiece face 10 l'ace for the li rst time. 

Unrortunately, the perimeter track had detcrioraled just a li nle in the fi necn ycars since Tony had 
givcn me Ihe idea, and we discovcred the li mitations o f dri ving a racing car on a rough surface. But 
did il go! We kncw wc \Vere on 10 somelhing goO(I, but poor Rod, dying for a drive, brought th ings to 
a hait through no fault o fhis. SOIllC years bel'ore 1 had had a sel ornc\V constant l11esh gears made, but 
in asscmbly orlhc gear box hnd fai lcd to realisc Ihat, whereas under drive the cnd th rust orthe Silvcr 
Eagle's single hcliea! gear \Vas laken up by the cas ing, a spacer \Vas necdcd for the ovcr-run end 
th rust, \Vh ich seemcd to be pretty substantial on the specia l! The resuh ing erunch brought Rod 's drivc 
to a prematurc hait, but thc look on his face as wc pushed him back in , thinking he had j usi becn 
respons ible for brenk ing hi s cllslomer's car, was I11clllorable indeed. 

Our next efTort, on a public test day al Silvcrstone, \Vas more successful , but \Vas also cndcd by 
mcchanica l fai ll/rc, when onc of Ihe half-shaft s broke. Wc subsequell1ly found inadcquate eamshafl 
lubricnl ion, 50 Ihc breakagc WOlS perhaps fOl1 uilous. What WC had Jcarned \Vas that the eng inc \Vas 
rcady to l'cv, and lhat wc nl so hnd mix ture and/or fucl recd probicill s. The appctite orthcse supcrchargcd 
cngincs when running!lat out is Indy vornciolls, yet a \Veak mixture can bum pistons very quickly. Dr. 
Rod declared that il was timc for a session on a rolling road dynamol11ctcr, and Ihis, combined \Vith lhe 
prev iolls test ing, finally got us to the point whcre wc thoughllhc car might be ready for an enlry. Il 
wilsn't yet clear, however, whether the vsee agrced. 

Spccials and vsec Eligibilit-y 
\Vithout dclv ing into a il the delails orwhal \Vas a fai rly protracted pmccss, Ihc car was subjccllO 
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Tire Special illthe el"./Y stages. PhofO: Clin! Taylor 

The beautifll/(Vlleat S/lperclwrger ills/(IlIOIiol/. 
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Above al1d be/olll. Tite wondeJfu/ bO{~\1 crea/ed by Rod Jolley. PhofO.\": Clive Tt~)"or 
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rllhoroughgoing aSSCSSll1enl by the VSCC berore il was declared e lig ible and vintllge. In Ihe intervening 
ycars the VSCC has donc a good job o r clariry ing the rules and procedures associnted with acqu iring a 
'blue lo rm'. In the mid-e ighl ies the rules weren ' 1 quile as clear, bUI expert opinion WIIS clcarly crit ieal. 
Obvious ly, 1 alll not aware orall who were part orthe process, but among noteworthy Alvis owners 
involved \Vere Brian Harcourt-Smith (then secrewry or the VSCC), Mike Hi rst, Eric Benficld and Peter 
Glover (VSCC cOllunillce Ill cmber). The experts, cOlllbincd \Vith both dOCllIll entatiOIl and inspec tion 
orthe car, wcre eventuall y to convincc the comminee of the car's bona fides, and in a very appropriately 
Alvis fashion, it ultimately rell to Peter Hull , by thcn Act ing Seeretary or the VSCC, to write to no ti fy 
me fOrlna ll y o f the car's ncceptanceJ • At the time there "'ns a greal dea l o f concern \V ithin the VSCC 
about members bcnding thc rules (to put it politely), which 1 am sure Icd to the need fo r carerul inquiry. 
Sinee that lime, howcver, there has a lso bcen a rise in what 1 \Vould ca li preservat ionist sentiment 
within the club, and \Vi th the EdilOr's permiss ion, J would like to put in Ill y tuppcnce-ha lrpenny's 
worth. 

Vou wi ll reca l! that Ill y very fi rst Alvis \Vas a very original Sil ver Eagle \Vhich 1 still 0\\111, and 1 do 
believe that o ri ginn lity is important and dcs irable, so much 50 that 1 spem an inordinately long lime 
lindi ng the parts to build Ill y Spec ia l (and, very prebably, a lot more moncy too!). Along the \Vay 1 
replica-bodied a car that many \\Iould have broken for spares, s ince signifi cant ch;:lss is repa ir \Vas 
invo lved. (men tion thi s because 1 \Va ntto establish my bona fides berore taking a pos ition \Vhich is 
very strongly aga inst the views be ing advocated by a fc\V \Ve ll-kno\Vn members or the VSCC, \Vho 
seem lO have takcn an inord inate dislike to any ronn of "Special". 

Il is, 1 believc, very importan t to recognise that spccinl-building has been a crucial pnrt ofBritain 's 
<Iutomotive hi slOry. The tradition is nol restricted to the VSCC, in which it has becll central si ncc it s 
estab li shmcnt, but \Vas also a pan orthe 13rooklands scene sillec the very early days. No-one is more 
awarc o fthi s than the grcat autoll1o ti vc historülI1 Bill Boddy, \Vho has writtcll t\Vo de light rul books 
which are large ly about Spec ia l s~. Further, many attribute the prc-eminel1ce of Britain in the design and 
manufacture ofmodcrn single-scat rnc ing cars to the existence of the 750 Motor Club, whose membcrs 
\Ve re wholeheartedly devoted to the building orSpecials. (This admitted ly led 10 the carly demi se of 
qui te a few standard Sevens, about which sOllle people wou ld dcfi nitcly have mixcd vie\Vs). To li st the 
many great Bri tish engineers who parti cipated in the 'Spec ials' Illovementmay seem supcrnuolls, but 
names which come easil y to mind include Berthon, Issigonis. I-lalrord, King, Mallock, Terry, Chapman 
and no doubt there <Irc many others. In my opinion, the combination o fri sing priees and a misplaced 
diat ribe against Spccials in ce rtai n VSCC c ircles are incrcas ing the ri sk that signi li cant parts or British 
Illoto ri ng history will di sappear, and an important part of our tradition losl. Swniland's rabulolls 
Multi-Union has a lready gone, and 1 learned recently that we shallncver sec the Appleton Special 
aga in . The VSCC pol icy is that two ca rs cannat be made out orone, wh ich ru les ouI the use or rcplica 
parts to re-create the orig ina l Special when the parts have been taken 10 "re-crea tc" an original (\Vhich 
o r course isn' t!). 

1 suppose one of the rcasons 1 fce l so strongly about thi s issue is th al Alviscs are usually the 
subject of a certain notable's remarks. One that rea lly upset Ille was an allegation that Alvis saloons arc 
rcgularly being turncd into Specia ls. Whi le Ilot denying Iha t thi s has occurred in the past, 1 am a lso 
con fident that there arc fa r more A lvis sa loons surviving than there are W. O. Bentley, Lagonda, 
Vauxha ll (Pre G.M.) or Frazer Nashes. A partial explanation fo r the apparen t anti-Al vis sentiment , 1 

J MOlly readers will/lOI reaUse r!WI Douglas, Perer's laIe brallle/: once aU'lIed a wide Ma-sealer Si/ver 
Eagle 0 11 wllicll Pererllad worked. Peler relail1s ail el/II/Ilsiasmfor Ille Iype (md a lœalll1y respeclfor 
fllei,. pelformal/ce. 

1 refe/: of course, fa Aera-Ellgilled Cars al/d Brooklcmds Gial/ls. bath recem(v pllblished by G. T 
FOl/lis and Compal/)". 
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The firsl lesl mils al Booker Aerodrome. 1'11010: Alac !-lu/ber' 

711e power/lOI/se. slIperclwrged Si/ver I::agle engine. Photo: M{/(: !-III/bel"! 
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believe, COllles from Ihe Alvis decision to ceasc direci works compet ition in 1930. Perhaps as a resull , 
Alvises were uSlia ll y buih with fairly hcavy touring-Iype bodies and, with the exccption of a few 
en thusiasls (who often dcveloped Specials) did not regu larl y compctc from 1930 to 1939. Fo llowing 
World War Il , howcvcr, dedicated enthusiasts rediscovcrcd thc superb qua li ty o f Alvis engineering, 
with thcir fine six cyl inder engincs and all-synchromesh gearboxes, and Alvises bccame extraordinarily 
sllccess ful in vintage and class ic competition. ( ln the late Gordon Allen's opi nion, the bottom ends of 
the Speed Twcnty-Five and 4.3 Alvises were the fines! examplcs of pre-war Bri lish automotive 
enginee ri ng hc had cver sccn.) Since the Alvis name did not figure promillel1t ly in competition 
sllccesses in Ihe 1930's, Ihcir more rceenl suceesses seCIll te Imve put a Ccw prominetll noscs somewhat 
out of joint! The Cact that most of these havc becll in sportscar classes is pe rhaps appropriate for the 
larger-engined pvt Alv ises, bui in the ycars beforc 1931, Alvis were prolld carriers of Briti sh tradition 
in both racing and sportsear classes, and 1 only wish they had perscvered with the Sil ve r Eagle as a 
works cntry, sinec 1 feel sure they would have enjoyed sllecess. As somcone who has almost completed 
the restoration o f OIlC saloon, and is pa rt way through another. il is also worth poinling OU I that the 
restora lion o f a sa loon is vast ly morc difli cu lt and expensive than an open car, fo r which repli cu 
bodies of acceptable appearance can be bui lt by the rc latively ullski llcd. In Ihe diflieuh aays afrer 
World War Il , il is easy 10 understand why conversion of sa loons was the routc chosell by many. 

Ta retum 10 Illy main theme, Brian Harcourt-Smith had generolls ly allowed I11C 10 compete prior 
to formai VSCC approva l, wi lh the understanding that 1 wOlild not be e ligible to win trophies, should 
1 actually happen to be placed. Realislica ll y, one does not expcc t 10 win with a Special "straight out of 
Ihe box ", and so it proved. Through the early years of devclopment, we expcricllccd vinually 110 
engillc problems whatsoevcr, although il took a lillie while to solve mixture and fuel fl ow ·problems. 
Thc same was Ilot truc for the lransmiss ion. Wc were later 10 discover (thanks 10 the proliferation or 
rolling roads) that the engine was devcloping very high power outputs, sOl11ewherc in the rcgion of 
230 - 250 bhp at the nywheel, and prodigious torque (approaehing 300 Ii.- lbs.). The resulting 
punishment to gears and half-shaft"s can perhaps oilly be imagined, but thceventua l cu re oCstrengthcned 
half-s hafts and enonnously stubby fi rs! and second gears were a long time fon hcoming as the boom 
yea rs of the late eigh ti es stretched order books and de li very timcs o r specia li st mallufacturers. 

COlHpetition H.ccord 
Inlhc ca rly days of shaking the Special clown, 1 had been great ly helped by the lllcchanica i sk ill s 

of Tony Ind. By 1993, howcver, Tony had become invo lved in other things, and 1 was fonu nate 
enough to find Graham Millard, a la lented mechanic whose pa lient and continuing dedication to the 
car Illeanl Ihat regu lar successes began 10 materia li se. From a respectable record in the lale eighties, 
the ca r, recovered from a bad l'rang at Ouhon Pmk in 1990, began to accumula le a formidable record 
in Ihe nincleen nineties. Il fecls a lin lc egotistica l to cnumerate the successes, bul they illclude numerous 
pole posi tions and class places, as we il as Vin tage FTD's at VSCC Loton, Preseou, Curborough, 
Weslon-super-Mare, Brooklands and Shelsley Walsh; ovcra ll FT D, Brooklands Society/VSCC Sprint 
and Pre-\\'ar FT D, Manx Class ic Sioc Road Hill Climb. The named trophies won incJude Ihe MAC 
Challenge Trophy; VSCC John Holland Trophy; Brooklands Society Wood lands Hote l Trophy; Manx 
MOlor Rac ing Club Hill Cli mb Trophy; VSCC Alvis Trophy (twice); RUlh and Jim J'lLil bert Trophy 
(lwice); Alvis Regis ler Glellcai rd Trophy and runner-up in the VS CC Lycell Trophy. The car is now 
rll nni ng on a comprcssion ra lio orapprox imate ly 8 to l , wilh about 15 lbs oCboosl ;11 maximum revs. 
Top speed obviously depends upon the gea ri ng, but is theorelically about 140 mph. With the highesl 
gearing currently ava ilable, Ihe car reaches maximum revs. we il bcfore the end oflhe standing ki lometre 
at Coleme, where it has been timed al 128 mph across the line, covcring the slanding quarter-mile in 
a litt le over 14 secs. In 1995, the Silvcr Eagle ascended Shelslcy Walsh to take the Vintage FTD in 
37.96 secs, a time which compares very favourably with Raymond Mays pre-war record 01'37.37 secs 
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in ERAR4D. 
One of the most memorable races was the dice with Mark Walker for the 1995 Holland Trophy. 

The previous year at Pembrey, 1 had been shocked by the performance of Freddie Giles' Cognac 
Special, and realised he must have swopped cogs. In 1995 1 had fitted a much lower cwp ratio for the 
tight Pembrey circuit. 1 began in the lead, and managed to hold Mark off for severallaps. Bill Boddy, 
who as patron of the aero-engined club follows these cars c1osely, described the race in Motor Sport 
(August, 1995) as follows: 

The twelve lap vintage-car John Holland Memorial Trophy race promised much. Two aero­
engined cars were against thefield - Roger Colling s well-known /9 litre Mercedes-Maybach 
... and the almost invincible Parker-GN of Mark Walker ... But it did not work out for the 
aero-cars. Walker harried Hulbert s Alvis something awjùl, Mac sliding into the corners. 
Butjust as if looked goodfor Mark, the ding-dong duel perhaps over, a back-axle tie-rod in 
the GN chassis broke and Mark had to retire, with transmission problems. 
ln fact, the lower back'axle ratio was enabling me to avoid the very difficult change down into 

second gear at the end of the straight, a change much worsened by the stubby gears we had fitted. 
Unfortunately, this also meant 1 was pulling away from the very tight Pembrey hairpin much more 
slowly in third gear, and this is where Mark nipped by. 1 followed closely on his heels for a couple of 
laps before he began to slow, and 1 went by again. For the remainder of the race 1 was without a 
challenge, something l've learned from experience Can be quite dangerous. It is so easy to relax and 
end up making a stupid mistake, and 1 Can still remember talking to myself, teHing myself to keep 
concentrating and driving hard if 1 wanted to win. 

Another exciting experience was provided by the VSCC visit to Croix-en-Ternois in the Autumn 
of 1994. Although the AOC is now accustomed to an editor who lives in Singapore, sorne members 
may be unaware that 1 live and work in the United States. 1 am fortunate enough to be able to spend 
most of July and August each year in the U.K., but the Croix meeting was in October, one of the busiest 
times of the year for me. 1 nonetheless decided that by hook or by crook 1 was going to make that 
meeting, particularly because 1 had never raced outside the U.K. The itinerary was, even for me a little 
unusual. 1 finished work in Westchester, New York State, at 4 pm on the Friday night. A car took me 
to Kennedy airport, where 1 just managed to catch the 6 pm BA flight to Birmingham. (Now it leaves 
later; at the time it was the earliest arriving flight into the U.K. Birmingham is also marginally c10ser to our 
house in Gloucestershire and has an uncrowded airport). Madge picked me up at Birmingham, we 
drove to Gloucestershire, where 1 changed my suit for more suitable c1othing, and with two good 
friends, one driving, we left for Dover with the racer in tow . After a wonderfully smooth ferry 
crossing, we spent a little unplanned time lost in Normandy before finding our way to the circuit. We 
were able to do sorne untimed testing at the circuit before driving to our small hotel nearby, where we 
enjoyed a great meal before collapsing into bed. The next day the start of racing was delayed by a tragic 
heart attack causing the death of Howard Bevan, treasurer of the BOC. In the main vintage event, Tim 
L1ewellyn, in his massive 8-litre Bentley pulled into the lead and 1 followed. In 1994, however, 1 did not 
have a low ratio diff., and again a Nash, no doubt once more geared down, but this time driven by c1assic 
racing champion Martin Stretton, began to give me trouble. The race was described by the VSCC 
Bulletin (Winter 1994/1995) as follows: 

Whi/e Llewellyn jumped into the lead, Stretton made a very indifferent start, and was almost 
at the back of the field going into the first corner. Llewellyn went on to an easy win, but 
Stretton was up to third place on lap two and chasing Hulbert s Alvis Si/ver Eagle, in typical 
Stretton style. On the penultimate lap, Stretton got past Hulbert at Turn 6, but the Alvis, with 
better acceleration, recovered second place on thefinishing straight, as they started the last 
lap. Stretton was back in front with smoking locked brakes on Turn / . Hulbert was not 
giving up though, and was in front at Turn 5 only to be repassed again by Stretton, on the 
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apex of "/i/l'II 6. Il sli/lwas 1I0( ovel: as once agaill/he A/vÎs acceleralioll did ils sl /lf] and 
Nil/ber/lOok theflag 0./ seconds ahead. Quile 0 l'ace. 
Aner Illy c pisodc al Oulton, 1 was not abou t to risk louching opcn whccls again, but Ill y fa il h in 

the acceJerntivc abilitics of the Alv is was, 1 am rclicvcd to say, welljuslified , and wc ach ic"cd a hard­
carned second placc. Wc left on the Slinday afternoon, wilh me slili in Illy raci ng gear. 1 managed 10 
change inlo normal cJoth ing while wai ting in a queue for the fe rry, which caused grcat amusement for 
Ihe busload ofgrey-Imi rcd lad ies wa iting ncxt to us. A ncr a slight Jy Jess s l11 00lh rctul'll cross ing, wc 
arrivcd back in G louccsle rshi rejust bcforc midnight. 1 lelt al 5;,un thc nex t morning, caughllhc 8 am 
nighlto New York, taughl Illy aliernoon classes at Ihe Univcrs ity, and wcnt stra ight back 10 Ihc ai rport 
to catch the 7 pm night ID Europe where 1 \VaS consulting the next day! 

1 have a lso enjoyed sOllle ep ic bail les at S il ve rslOnc, unfortunatcly too olicn fo r second place 
ralher th an ti rst. The 1995 11<1la Trophy racc was onc such cxperi cncc, whcre 1 was ab le to squeeze 
pLiSI Alex Boswell in the Bequct-Dc lage, which thcn proceeded to chase mc down Ihc slraighl on the 
grass, sa hard was Alcx Irying. My lasl sto ry, howevcr, is one o r Slill shine and showers and occurred 
al June Silvc rstonc in 1994 . 1 had en tered both a fi vc-Iap handicap and the big vinlage race, thc 
Boulogne Trophy. 1 was on scra tch for the handicap, a Jongs ide Anthony Seber in the vc ry l'ast pVI 
supcrcharged Woiselcy Hornel Special. ln a race that was bath demélnding and thril1ing, 1 came th rollgh 
the fiel d ovcrtak ing al1 but onc of the thirty-onc o ther cars bel'ore thc last corncr, with Anthony 11 0 
l'urther than two car lengths behind me Ihc who le timc. The racc l11ust have been a handicapper's 
dream, ror l, Ihen Anthony. ovcl'look Ihc third placcd ma n li terally fi fiy yards l'rom lhe fi ni sh line! The 
vic tory \Vas swecl. bU I WOlS 10 have fllrtherconsequenccs. Only one race inlcrvcncd bcrore the Boulogne 
Trophy. and wc bardy had limc 10 refue l and check Ihe walcr bel'orc it W<lS lime 10 go ou t agai n. Thc 
Eagle has had morc than ilS share o r po le positions, bu t the CI1Ol'lnous torq ue of SOllle o r the larger­
cngined cars (8 litre l3ell tl eys, 24 li tre Napier Lion cngined Benlley, 12 litre Becquet-Delage or 27 
li tre Hispano-Suiza engi ned Delagc) Illcans that ofT lhe Sl<lrt li ne, il is o nen m a disadvantage. In Ihis 
mcc, aIthough 1 held pole pos ition. Til11 Llewcllyn surged into Ihe Icad oIT the li l1e, but by the end o r 
Ihe ti rstlap thc Eagle was Iying second. As the race progrcsscd, 1 bcgan to close Ihe gap, rea li sing thal 
1 was in with a rca l chance. The cars were evcn ly enough matched Ihm 1 kncw il wouldn 't bc easy. 
Overtaking in vinlagc races may not be as dimcult as in Fonnula l, but is sti l1 dirfi cuh . One advantage 
orlhe Eag le, ho\Vcver, is that when balanccd properl y, ilS brakes are superb. Convc rse ly ll1 0st oflhe 
la rge r-engincd cars arc 11 01100 weil cndowed in the braking dcpartl11cnt , a nd one o rthe ways wc can 
ga in on thcm is by olil-braking Ihem il110 Ihe corners. On Ihe fi flh lap 1 was gctting evcll closer 10 Tim, 
and, came in lo the complex at Si lvcrslOne llloving very quick ly. Unfortunatcly, 1 had fo rgotten that 
Ihc ycl low and red oil nag had been showing al Ihis comcr throughoUl our race. 1 fe h Ihe la il go ing, 
but because o rthe ail , il \Vas too Cj uick and too far l'or Ille 10 be able 10 catch it, and 1 spun gently inlo 
the outlicld. The key, o f' course, when spinning, is 10 kecp the engine runni ng, but 1' 111 a fi'a id 1 lost the 
kc)' on this occas ion. Had the engine been cooler, the onboare! startcr wou le! have come to the rCSCllC, 
but two hard races in success ion had hcmed thc engille to Ihe poi11l wherc it wou ldn 't evcn turn ovcr. 
1 WOlS condemncd to watch ing the rcst or thc race \Vi lh Ihc marsha ls, who con fi ded to Ill e that they had 
run out or cemenl dust, and were profusely apologctic. 1 didn 't th ink that sort of thi llg happened at 
S il vcrstonc! T he clralllfl was Ilot ye t o"er, for with in a f'cw laps, Alex Boswell in the Becquet-Delage 
began to ga in on Tim, tak ing the Icadjust be l'ore Ihe cne! o rthe racc. Sadly, Tim 's car expired during 
the last lap, and anc l' Ihe race Peler Morl ey tol clme that he thoughllhat Ihe pressure which thc S il ver 
Eagle had pUI 011 the Bcnlley brokc Tim 's effort. 1 j ust wish 1 had been a li nle more patient, bUl l 
suppose that if yoll don ' I try hard. thcre's no chance orwinningl 

Conclusions 
On rcnccti on, 1 do be li evc Ihat we have succcssfull y proved Illy nllhcr's beli e rlhat A Ivis des igned 

a re<l l wi nncr wi lh [he S il ver Eaglc. We \Vere not alonc in the bcl icf Iimt il was llill'o rtllmlle Ihal A lvis 
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chose nOI la dcvclop it further forrac ing, for in the latest cdition o f The VintageAlvis by Hull and 
Johnson (page 368), Michael May opines orthe 1930 2- li trc Icam cars: 

Il \\las a greal pit Y Ihaf A/vis L/(I. did /loI race Ihese cars again, as Ihey had a vely good 
pelformance, holdillg Ihe lm 'gel' ellgined Ttllbols alld Ihe blowl1 1750 Alfa Romeos. 1 always 
IIl1derslood Ihallheir engines gave 110 less IIUlII 80 bhp al 5.000 l'pm - ( II/ aSlollishingly 
goodfigure Illlsupel'cJUlrgedfor thell. 
l like to think that the Alv is heroes of the Si lvcr Eagle team who were so disappointcd in the 1930 

Brooklands Double Twclve would be de lighted with the car, and that il is buih in Ihe truc Alvis 
tradition. The vsee has always becn a traditional club, and one of the trad it ions thatl believe should 
be uphcld is that of specia l-build ing. 1 have bcen a vsee member longcnough to remember the furore 
whcn the Napier-Bellliey first appeared, bu t today il is hai led as a crowd-pleaser and exhibited al 
Brooklallds. The patina of' age appears to bring respeclab il ity in YSeC cyes, even to Spccials bll ilt 
since World War II. 1 cc rlainly agree Ihat restorab le cars, and espccially the increas ingly rare sa loons, 
shou ld Ilot be broken to build a Special, but il is lime we rea li sed thm breaking an hi storie Specia l 10 

reconstrllct something cise is equally reprehcnsib le. As a nation wc British arc attached to our heritagc 
and do a preny good job ofpreserving il. Perhaps in a coun try whcre trees and 1960's architec ture can 
be subject to preservation ordcrs, it is time to cOllsider whether or Ilot wc should do the saille ta our 
venerable 'Specials' lest wc lose more of thcm, ror grccd sa easil y m3squerades under the gu ise of 
"originality". Nothing in Illy opinion is saddcr than a public llluseUIll or privale garage fu ll ofhisloric 
cars which don' t go anywhcrc. "CollecIQrs" with fi nancia l goa ls do Ilot subscribe ta the va lues which 
crelllcd our clubs. Long live the spiri t ofusing our cars, sOlllelh ing which the AOC, Regislerand YSee 
ail encourage. Drivcrs Ru le! OK? 

- --- ---- -- -- -- - ----- --

229 



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

P. O. Box 105N 
Campbelltown North 
N.S.W.2560 
Australia 

Dear Julian, 
1 have quickly read Anthony Saunders' article on pages 47 to 50 in Bulletin No. 455, "Old 

versus New", and feel that this type of argument is now irrelevant as we approach the end of the 
millenium. Such discussions kept the correspondence sections of "The Autocar" and "The Motor" 
going during the latter part of the Second World War, and sporadically thereafter until about the late 
1950s. 

Today's "jet set" travel that way: by jet airliner or biz-jet - the private car is often replaced by 
taxi for those residing in the CBD of the city. An Alvis is sought today mainly by those who yearn for 
nostalgia in motoring. Or for those who see such cars as the works of art of the future. A Type 37 
Bugatti or a Botticelli? A landscape painting by John Constable or a Cord Model 812 sedan? An oil 
by Raphael or a Phantom III Rolls-Royce? They are ail manifestations of man's ingenuity, skill and 
craftsmanship, but now just to be looked at or drooled over - as works of art, and safe investments! 

In the AOC Calendar for March 1999, there is a 1934 SB series Speed 20 offered for sale by a 
Mr. Brian Waddle, of South Hampshire, with only a telephone number given in the Cars for Sale 
advertisement. 1 am curious about this car as it is fitted with a red 4-door tourer body built by the 
Melbourne coachbuilders, Martin and King, on its arrivai in Australia in 1934. According to my 
register of Alvises in Australia, it appears most likely that this Alvis is Chassis No. 11249, Car No. 
16037, which was originally fitted with Engine No. 11696. 

When 1 last saw this Car No. 16037 (as 1 believe it to be), and had a ride in it, over ten years 
ago, it was fitted with Engine No. 11725. So, 1 am curious about how it has since regained its 
original engine (11696). . 

My curiousity drove me to caU the phone number shown in the March advertisement and 1 was 
surprised to receive a recorded message stating that the phone number in the advertisement is "not 
in s~rvice". 

Therefore, 1 ask if anyone can confirm that the Speed 20 advertised by Mr. Waddle is indeed 
Car No. 16037, Chassis No. 11249, and that it now has its original engine (No. 11696) restored to it, 
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so that 1 can adjust Illy records accordingly. 
Yours s incerely, 

Eric C unningham 

Softl/: Eric is the ollly persan who has commented 0 11 Alllholly Sallnder's provocative article. 1 am 
surprised. 
Con ollyone help with Eric's Speed 20 que/y? - J. N. B.C. 

444 Mansfi eld Avenue 
D<1rÎen 
Conneticul 06820 
U.S.A. 
E-mail : robtimerril@ hotllla il .com 

Dear Juli an, 
The AOC Bulleti n is just terrifie, especially ail Ihe pholOgraphs. Thank you for ail your hard, 

smart work. 
ln the Jan uary/February 1999 Bulletin, page 26, the re is a nice pholograph o f EOB 929, a 1938 

Crested Eagle, Chassis No. 14526. 1 e-mailed Robin Bendall because 1 thought the car was owned 
by Les Hamer. He e-mailed Ille back that it was and the photograph was mis- labe ll ed. Robin and 1 
sorted thi s out in less Ihan 12 hours! 

We il , we're finally fin ishcd remodeJing our home, wh ich rea lly came out beauli fu ll y. l've a lso 
fi ni shed rc furbishing the bam. 50 now have a great place 10 restart the rcslOration of my Crcsted 
Eagle. The engine has been pro l"cssionall y rebuilt , and will be shi pped 10 Ille short ly, so nO\\' 1 have 
10 find the 11l0tor 1ll0unlS and other parts needed to re-install il. Il will be g reat 10 again work on the 
car aner almost five years 01" everythîng being in slorage. 

My abject apologies/or the en·or and my thonksJor the correction. - J.N. B.C. 

St. Kilts 
13 Glastonbury Road 
Wells 
SOlllcrscl BAS 1 T\V 
E-mail : chrislOpher@chase.nu 

Deal" Julian, 

Best regards, 
Bob Menill 

1 can answer one qucry posed in "Car News" in issue No. 456. OC 7616 in the Haynes Motor 
Museum, is a 1933 Speed 20 SB wilh tourer coachwork by Mayfair; Chassis No. 11 155. Ali cars in 
Ihe museU I1l are owned by John Haynes, founder o r Ihe eponylllo lls motor manuals. There are at 
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least 200 cars on display. The tirst hall encountered by the visitor is called 'the Red Room. Here 
about 100 cars are displayed that are aIl red in colour and ail open sports cars. However, as you 
approach this display through a darkened corridor, the tirst vehicle you see is this Alvis. It has pride 
of place at the head of a diamond-shaped display area. The Alvis als9 stands out as the shade of red 
is darker than ail the other cars - it's almost a maroon. Haynes has not sprayed the cars an identical 
colour but sought out examples that approximate to the Ferrari shade. He clearly thinks a lot of 
Alvis to give it such a prominent position and to include a car that does not conforrn to his col our 
scheme. The most exotic exhibit, displayed on a raised, rotating tumtable with accompanying music 
(oh dear) is a Duesenberg. 1 was there just before Christmas 1997. 

"Gateford View" 
Hawson Way 
Worksop S81 8TH 
E-mail: MDonald77l@aol.com 

Dear Julian, 

Yours sincerely, 
Chris Watson 

Firstly, can Ijoin the chorus ofall your other admirers and say how much 1 enjoy "The Bulletin", 
1 am a member ofmore than one car club and "The Bulletin" is by far the best club magazine around! 

An article ofmine on Maltby's of Folkestone appeared in "The Automobile" this month and in 
response, 1 received the enclosed letter from Mr. 1. A. Chattield. The letter is delightful and interest­
ing in itself but what is intriguing is the reference to an Alvis Speed 25. Now while 1 suspected 
Maltby's would have bodied an Alvis, especially given the popularity of their Redfem Saloon-Tourer 
model, 1 could not tind a Maltby Alvis during my research for the article. 1 wonder if it is out there 
somewhere? 

Yours sincerely, 
Munro Donald 

Mr. Chatfield's letter follows, as do photographs of Munro's Armstrong-Siddeley which has a Redfern 
Saloon-Tourer body. 1/ anyone knows anything of the Speed 25, please let me know. - J.N.B.C. 

28 Booth Road 
Bewbush 
Crawley 
West Sussex RH 11 6AH 

Dear Mr. Donald, 
As a veteran of Maltby's coachbuilders ofHigh Street, Sandgate, Folkestone, 1 was delighted to 

read the article "What a Topper" in the current issue of The Automobile. . 
1 started my tirstjob there direct from school aged 14 in early 1937 as apprentice panel-beater, 

and remained there until the completion of the last RST in the surnrner of 1940. The memory ofthis 
lovely motor car on the Lagonda VI2 chassis has remained with me clearly over the years. Finished 
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Above al/d be/ail': Mill/rD DOl/a/d',,' Hedlem Sa/ool/-Toul'el' bodied ArmsrrDl/g Sidde/ey. 
l'I/O/(}: JI ftmro DOllald 
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in black ce ll ulose with crcam upho lstery, the special feature of Ihis motor car was Ihm the inlerior 
door fiUets \Vere of glass, and under cach \Vas a hunling scene hand painted on celluloid and visible 
through the bevelled glass. 

My firsljob when 1 started work at Maltby's was to ass ist a very highly rated pancl-bcater Bill 
Read (for my part armed wi lh emery paper and wire brush) on a pair o f front wings for the RST built 
on the Alvis Speed 25 for, as 1 remember, the Nizam of l-l yderabad 1 think it was. This motor car was 
finished in maroon cellulose with cream upholstery, yet anolher vivid memory. 

Il is a delight 10 me still ta be in contact with one of my working pals of Ihat time, Mr. Frank 
ROOl, who started his fi rst job at Maltby's at the same lime as myself as apprentice coach-painter. 
Frank slill lives in Folkestone and we constant ly exchange Maltby memorabilia, and he still secs, 
from time 10 time, a couple of lhe old brigade, sadly on ly a few now with us. 

On leaving Maltby's in 1 94Q. 1 worked al Fox and Nicholl, Tol\Vorth, Surrey on a ircraft \Vork; 
they \Vere sub-contractors for many of the a ircraft manufacturers at that time, and coi ncidenta ll y 
mentioned in Illy article, beforc joining the Royal Air Force where 1 was again rortunatc enough ta 
st ill fo llow my metalwork trade. 

May 1 point out that the picture you published as Maltby's premises at Sandgale, Folkestone in 
1928, is of the showrooms in Sandgate Road, Folkestone; the Sandgate works prem ises were some 
Iwo mi les down the road in High Street, Sandgate. How can 1 be sure of this? Weil the orig ina l 
photograph is in my father's co lleclion. He is pictured tirst from rightjust under the 0 of Minor. He 
is Mr. Arthur Chat field, now in his 100lh year, and living in Ash, Kent. He was al the time of the 
photograph, in 1928, garage fore man and driving inslnlctor, and wc li ved from 1926 - 1940 in the 
Ihird Ooor Oatjusl out ofshot of the photograph. 

1 think 1 should stop now, but now in my 76th year, it has given me llluch pleasure 10 reminisce 
and wrile Ihis leller. Thank you for your lime. 

"Campden Close" 
Campden Hill 
IIminglon 
Shipslon-on-Slour 
Warwickshire CV36 4JF 

Dear Julian, 
1 thought members might be intereslcd in Ihe enclosed photograph, 

\Vhich is of Mrs. Ruth Urquhart-Dykes. Il is one which as far as 1 know 
has not been Pllbli shed bcforc, and Ihere is an inlcrcsling story behind il. 

ln my capacity as Librarian of the VS CC, 1 rcceivcd a package rc­
cently from a Peler Lord, who was a personal fri end - and indeed execu­
tor - of both Bill and Ruth Urquhart-Dykes. This was a set of "stamps", 
published by The Autocar in 1930, depicling rac ing drivers of the time. 

Yours sincerely, 
1. A. Chatficld 

Mrs. RlIIh 
Dykes 

Urquart -

More than that, though, he a lso passed on thi s pholograph. Apparent ly il had bcCIl the publishers' 
intention ta include her in the set, and they had gone as fa r as having her photograph taken speciall y. 
Al (hm point , however, site deeided in her modesl \Vay Ihat she \Vas not weil cnough known (0 be 
incllldcd (and Ihis, in spite of the faet tha! she had becn clccted an Honorary Member of the BROC 
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some two years ea rlier). 
The slamps arc a rarity in thelllse ives. AOC mcmbers who al so be10ng la Ihe VSCC arc of 

course able ta inspeet them in Ihe library at Chi pping Norton . 
Vours sincerely, 

Nick \Va lkcr 

1 alll Ve/ )' pleased la pllblisll IMs p/lOlograpll of .w cll a /tIllIOIlS driver and A/vis ellllmsiasl. 
J.N.B.C. 

Swect's Meadow 
Vicarage Raad 
Stoke Gabri el 
Totl1es TQ9 6QP 

Dear Juli an, 
Ken Day in hi s 'Memories' Part Three requcsted infonmllion on the photograph which appeareel 

in the May/Ju ne 1997 Bulleti n. 11 appears ta be the slalT o f the London Service Station taken just 
bcfore the \Var. 

1 spent the SUI11Jl1er of 1949 at the London Service Station. Finchley Road, when the manager 
was Charlie Ball ard and the sliperintcndcnt \Vas Arthur Bostoek (front raw, ro urtll l'rom ri ght). Harry 
Dashwood is on the front ro\\', second from the le lL A fier the wa r, Harry was on Road Tcsi in the 
Coventry Service Departmcnl. On one occasion. we were returning from a test in a customer's 
Specd Twenty-Five when wc cnded up in the ditch. 1 \Vas drivi ng; Mr. England \Vas not amused! 
Whilst at Finehley Raad. 1 bought a TK 12160 l'rom Tubby, the e1ec tri cian (third ra\\', second frolllthe 
left), for .( 1 00. 1 !lever met Ken Smceton, the pre-\Var manager, but 1 imagine that is him in the 
centre with a stap le through hi s shoulder. 

ln the sa ille issue, Malcolm Eider raised a qucry coneerning the remains of the military 4.3 
cngine production. Thcrc \Vere sorne crankeases Iying around in the Service Departlllent aner the 
war which wcre allegcd 10 have a mi1itary origi ll and Ihey \Vere taken into the Service stock, other 
comtnon parts 1 am sure wou ld also have gOlle back illto stock. 

Sun ny Bank 
Churc h Lane 
West Meon 
Pete rsficld 
Hampshire 

Dear Sir, 

Vours sincerely, 
ROll \ Valton 

Nick Si mpson's otherwise admirable article on the leadcd ruel ban. by j ust aecepting it as a rait 
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accompli, fai ls 10 point out the lessons we need 10 learn for the next, inevitable, attack on our 
frcedom . 1 appreciate that The Bulletin is not a polit ica l journal, but as Ît is po li tics that gave rise to 
the ban, no rationa l allalys is can avoid the po li tical aspect. 

The previous governmellt saw no need to legislate aga inst leaded petrol, as usage \Vas falling 
natura lly and lead emissions \Vere no longer a probletll, ir they ever had becn. The proposcd ban 
emHnated rrom. the EU's penchant ror all-embracing control, however, ill -j udged and un j us Ii fied. 
Though the EU would all o\V us derogatioll for up to five years, the present govcmmcnt has stated 
that it wi ll not take that opt ion. \Vhy Ilot? The lechnical case in ravour orat Jeast a delay, irnol 
canccllat ion, is -cJear: 

Benzene emissions from neat or bumed unleadcd ruel, being carcinogcnic, are no\V rccognised 
as bcing more hannru l than lead em issions. Th is wi ll be especially truc ror a ider cngilles adapted ta 
run on lIn leaded (nccessari ly wilhout cata lytic convcrtcrs unless converted also to micro-processor 
contro llcd ruel injection). 

More pollution is causcd by the production of cars than (even old) cars gellerate duri ng their 
use fui li ves. It fo llows that wholesa le premature scrapping or otherwise sound cars is not only 
economically wastefll l, and cos tly to owners but resu lt s in higher overa ll pollution. In add ition, of 
course, fu ture cJassics will be des troyed. 

Owners of aider cars who retard ignition timing and/or lower compression ra lio will experience 
significant deterioration in performance and ruel consumption. One major manufacturer predicts 
20% higher consumption - hardly the way ta save the planet. 

The only sare predic tions at th is stage about new types of petral or addit ives is that they will 
cast more, thaI use less quack rcmcdies will be wide ly avai lab le, and that "guarantees" will prove 
worthless. (One curious point about Ihe new addit ives being proposed (e.g. phosphorous, known la 
bc 1l1Hny limes less effcct ivc than lead and thereforc nccdcd in far higher dosage) is that no informa­
tion sccms ta be provided about thcir environmenla l COCCIS. 

Large numbcrs of en th usiasts will incur high cosls in conven ing thcir cars, at bcst ta no per­
formance advantage and al worst ta significanl disadvantage. 

Sa why will the Govcnunent not listen? The answer is very simple - they wi ll sacrifice us and 
our cars 10 their determination ta appear "Communitaire", i.e. "Good Europeuns". Just as with sa 
many other issues in that Swap Shop Across the \Vater, this issue will not be resolved on its techni­
ca l lllc ri ts but as a pawn in Ihe power play of bureaucrat s. Did anyone seriolls ly imagine that the 
FBI-IVe survey showing .E 1.6 billion per annulll turnover, 500,000 enthus iasts with 650,000 cars 
and 25,000 jobs \Vou ld makc a bli nd bit of differenee ta those who pres ide over 18,000,000 lInem­
ployed, especia lly as increased unemployment in Bri tain would only make their own seem better? It 
follows that in th is ma lter, as in sa many othe rs, the problcm arises direct ly as a resu lt of our 
Illembership, for the time bei llg, of the EU. The long term answer is cJear - but will Ilot oecur in 
time la save leaded petrol. 

\Ve need la underswnd why this happened, and learn from il. We should start plann ing our 
derenee now, ready for ",hen thc EU tums round and says - "Sorry - you have cable brakes - off the 
road" or "\Vhal, no ABS? SeraI' it!" or "More Ihan ten years old? Take Îtto the dUlllp, Now!" or 
perhaps fi rst "Only on Sun da y?" . 

SOllle or us feel that they a lrcady kno\V enollgh, and that the way to eliminate ail such problems 
is 10 be govemcd by laws dcbatcd in English and passcd, or not, on the ir ind ividual merits in a Sovcr­
eigll Parl iament at Westminster; that 1 ror one thought \Vas my birthright. 
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30 Orl1land Park Road 
8rookville 
Ncw York 11 545 
U.S.A. 

Dcar Julian, 
During a recent trip to Milan, It aly, 1 purchascd Ihc cnclosed Alvis poster. The lranslation of 

the ltalian is "the more you drink il , Ihe more you like it". Ta Illy chagrin, il was an advcrlÎsc lllcnl for 
an "Orange Drink" from the 1930's and unforlunalcly has nOlhing what-so-ever to do \Vi lh Alvis 
mOlOr cars. You can weil imagine Illy great disappointl1lcnl \Vhen 1 found OUI the translation of the 
halian 10 English \Vas for orange juice! 

Edward Ha/el1lal1's sp/elldid piece of A/vis memorabilia. - J.N./J.C. 
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BCSI regards, 
Edward J-Ialcman 



l'win Oaks 
Brynorc 
Dudleston Heath 
Ellesmere 
Shropshire SY l2 9LP 

Oear Julian, 
1 was very illleresied in Robin Everall's exce llent series of articles on Ihe carly Spced 20 gear­

box. If only l'd had ail that informai ion to hand back in 1961 , li fe wOli ld have been l11uch cas ier. The 
tirst crash box 1 encounlcred was on a 1932 Charles worth Speed 20, and was nOI providcd with a 
clutch SIOp. This meant that once the oil was hot, the cllltch didn'I SIOp! So 1 fell inlo Ihe Technical 
Editor's calegory of 'drivers dragging Ihei r boxes into firsl'. Il was cithcr Ihat or Iry Ihe patience of 
cverybody behind at the trame lights Grand Prix. And yes, 1 dicl try adjust ing and aligning the 
clutch; it \Vorkecl fine when the oil was cold, and didn't staI'l rc-spinning, so the plmc was clear. The 
second example \Vas on a 1933 Cross and Ellis Tourer. Thi s \Vas fi11ed \Vi th the cllItch stop; il 
scemed to be a rathcr crude dcsign by Alv is standards, but il worked. At a guess, it was providcd to 
overcome the clUlch spinning problem, rather th an as an aid to speedier changes. 

Althollgh 1 was by no Illcans gcnt le with thcse gearboxes, Inever had the tooth shedding prob­
lems described. But then they were on ly 30 yea rs old. 1 did however notice a tendeney for thc dogs 
insidc the first Illotion shan to wear, and could not tind a finn in Birmingham able to rebuild them. 
This lcd me to the nighl1l1are described in the articles of try ing 10 find compmible bi ts frol11 other 
boxes. 1 rcmcmber on one occasion discussing Ill y problcm \Vi th Harold Barr at hi s garage in Shrop­
shire. He pointed ID a patch of nenles down tlle lalle and said 'thcre's one in there s0111cwhere which 
yOll arc wclcome to'. So eventually, with the help of Ilew bearings, 1 was ab le 10 cobble together 
sOlllcthing that worked. 

Reminiscences aside, one point that caught my eye was Robin's query as te why the inside of 
the box had been painted. ln the Autumll 1972 VSCC Bulletin (No. 115), Ihere is an arti cle on page 
6 'Treatmcnt of Aluminium Cast ings' which includcs a report from the British Aluminium Compa­
ny's Technological Cent re, coverÎ llg Ihis topic in detai!. Brieny, the insides of engine and gearbox 
casi ngs could be imprcgnated \Vit h sodium s ilicate or epoxy compounds ifporos ity \Vas found 10 be 
a problem. However, paint \Vas appl ied for a difTerent reason. \Vith sand castings, it is possible for 
loose particles of sand to becomc embedded in the oxide film of the mctal surface as it so lidifies. 
Over the life of the engine, thcse particlcs may work loose and get into the o il wi th di sastrous 
rcsults. The use ofthick paint ta scal ul1machincd imerior surfaces goes back many years. In 1972, 
the proprielary paint \Vas ealled Mecutix; it was res istant to the efTecls of 'modern oi ls'. \Vi th 
modcm castings, there may be no sand problem, but cast ings could be trcalcd for olhcr reasons. For 
cxample, the inside of cooli ng system castings might be anodised to combal corros ion. 

1 woulcl stress that ail the above information is over a quarter ofa celllury old. 1t is probably of 
historical intercst on ly, inlhc light ofwhat the trade may be doing nowadays 10 ovcrcome this latent 
problcl11. 

Yours sincerely, 
ROll Banks 

1100 have 1\I0ndered aboullhe red painl inside Alvis aluminiulII castings. Does al1yol1e have/urlher 
il1forl11aliol/? - .J.N. /J.c. 
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'Hopleys' 
Bliss Gate Road 
Rock 
Kidderminster 
Worcs DY 14 9XS 

Dear Julian, 
It was nice to see an Alvis featured in the BBC 2 production of "A Rather English Marriage", 

starring Albert Finney, Tom Courtenay and Joanna Lumley. Finney played a retired Battle ofBritain 
Squadron Leader and drove the Alvis with abandon, sometimes imagining that it was his Spitfire as 
he chased fleeing M.E. 109's. 

The car was referred to as "the Alvis", notjust "my car", and on one occasion, became the cause 
of a squabble which nearly broke up the friendship which had developed between the Squadron 
Leader and Southgate, the ex-pioneer, who had come to live in with him. Southgate had been 
promised use of the Alvis to visit his jailbird son and reacted strongly when the Squadron Leader 
decided that he needed the Alvis, so that the latter had to surrender, and travel by train instead. 

1 believe the car was a TD 21 drophead, registered 5101 K and shown as property of an AOC 
member. 

Vours sincerely, 
Doug Pound 

Wou/d the owner Iike to comeforward and give us his experiences ofmaking his car afi/m star? -
J.N.B.C. 

Montrose 
Cobhall Common 
Allensmore 
Nr Hereford HR2 9BN 

Dear Sir, 
Those of us who have driven a car after changing from crossply to radial tyres (as Was the 

progress in the sixties), know that the difference is dramatic. But where do you start with the TA 
14? 

There is a tyre, a 175 x 16, as fitted to ail London type taxi cabs, 6-ply rated designed for weight, 
but supple enough to do the job very weIl, at half the price of a new crossply. 

No contest 1 hear you say, but wait a moment. The dimensions between these two tyres:-
Crossply (New) Radial (New) 
600 X 16 17SX16 
Diameter 
Circumference 
Tread Width 
Tread Depth 

(720 mm) 
2,238 mm 

120 mm 
8mm 

Diameter 
Circumference 
Tread Width 
Tread Depth 

27" (690 mm) 
2,208 mm 

140 mm 
8mm 

Fitting radial tyres will 10wer your TA 14 by about I" (25 mm). If your springs are in good 
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order, this should not present a problem. 
1 took the chance and fitted a set of Trident (British made) 175 x 16 taxi tyres. The car is now 

very sure footed and much safer ail round and ev en more a joy and pleasure to drive. 1 can recom­
mend the change. 

Yours faithfully, 
1. Knappett 

Does anyone else have Ihis type of experience? 1 should be inleresled 10 hear olher members' views. 
- J.N.B.C. 

Culvan 
Wester Cullicudden 
Balblair 
The Black Isle 
Ross-shire 1 V7 8LL 
Email: Europe@oriel.btintemet.com 

Dear Julian, 
Here is a picture of SC series 12170 saloon, Car No. 19919, registration CSC 818 found by 

Edgar Shields late last year not a mile from his house. 1 eventually managed to buy it: the first 
photograph is "as discovered" condition and the second after transport to my house. It is not in "barn 
fresh" condition, rather "yard fresh"; actually it is amazingly sound, ail there except the boot lid and 
the sunroof. Ali the brightwork was found inside the car. 

1 bought it as spares for my drophead, but having got it home it is too good to break, but 1 am 
now wrestling with my conscience about what to do with it. The options are:­

(a) Restore it as a saloon. 
(b) Rebody it as an "Anderson" tourer. 
(c) Rebody it as a Cross and Ellis "miniature vdP 4.3 tourer" as at least one 12170 was bodied 

new. 
(d) Tum it into a special. 
(e) Sell it on, probably for someone else to do (d) above. 
Really, 1 have too many Alvises and other projects, but younger son, Ranald is keen to do some 

work on it, he plans a year out between school and university. The engine is free and we will try to 
start it soon. 

Anyway, another Alvis has been saved from a slow mouldering death. 
With kind regar4s. 

242 

Yours sincerely, 
Robin Gilbert 



The 12/ 70 [01l11d by Edgar Shields alld bouglu by Robill Gilberl. Is if 1101 all/azillg fltaf ail A/vis cali 

sfill be[O/lI/d i ll fhis Sfale? PI/OIO: Robin Ci/ber! 

Long Thalch 
The Green 
\-look Norton 
OXOIl OX 15 5LE 

Dear Juli an, 
1 have been a member orthe AOC fo r a yca r and lirslly, wOllld likc 10 congratulale yO ll on The 

Bulletin. The ba lance of ed îtorial is exce ll ent and 1 always read il l'rom cover to cover. 
1 am wri ti ng cOl1ce rn ing an issuc which has been rai sccl bc lo re bu t still appears 10 have no con­

clusive answers - "The Shakcs". 
1 bough t Illy 1934 Speed 20 Specia l BUC 204 last yea r l'rom lan Fa irhursl in Cornwal l. 1 was 

delighted wilh the car and clrove il probably for over 400 miles be fore a sudden and shocking case or 
the shakes. The car hil a nearside bUlllp in the roael and Îlllll1cd iate ly a sec-silwing mOI ion began at the 
fron t end. A resonance secTllcd 10 be set up and the motion gOI progress ive ly \Vorse. The on ly thing 10 
do was SIOp the ca r and beg in again. Arter Ihis incident the problem gOI \Vorse and wo uld happen on 
minor count ry roads eve ry [i ve or s ix m iles and occasiona lly on gOQ(1 'A' roads. Whi lst o rg inally 
it only seemed 10 happen al around 50 mph and on a certain type o f bump, the specd range became 
greater and the s lightest I1cars ide bump wO lLld se t il oiT. So vio lenl bccame the Illotion Ihat Ill y 
t"'o you ng children rcfuscd 10 Irave l in the car and for me il was a whitc-knucklc ride cvery timc 
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1 drave il. 
1 have no reason to believe the problem existed when 1 bought the car so something must have 

changcd ta bring il about. My problem was a lack oft ime to investigate the problem and sa my faIher, 
David Hunt , stepped in and the $peed 20 took the place of his cosseted Healey 100/4 in a 
carpeted garage! 

Fortunately he kept a very careful record of everything he did and the result is a delight to drive 
with none of the dreaded shakes to date. 1 had already replaced a worn corrugated drive plate and 
studs on the front nears ide fully expccting this to be the answer but sadly there was no improvemenl. 
My father started by checking the brakes and there was some binding which was easily adjusted. He 
then turned to the tracking wh ich was suspect as there was some obvious scuffing of the [rcad on the 
outs ide of each of the front ty res. He made a gauge and fixed it 10 bolh from wheels and establi shed 
that the toe in \Vas V; ". Herc wc came across a contli"ct as the handbook refers to a toe out ofl/s" to 
~" and the History of the Alvis book mentions zero toe in , which is what he opted for. The wheels 
had been balanced recently during the previous ownershi p but my father did the front wheels again 
slatically. Finally a wom ncarside shock absorber linking bush \Vas fixed. 

Some cautious road testing followed and speeds were gradually increased \Vith no sign of the 
shakes. The steering had natura lly become lighte r with less directional stability as a result of 
removillg the toe in but perfectly acceptable. 1 have covered over 500 miles since the \Vork \Vas 
carried out on ail types ofroad and at speeds up to 80 mph with no sign of the problem. 1 have even 
started to relax my grip on the \Vhee!! ln conclusion, 1 believe the main solution was the tracking. 1 
al11 not an engineer but my, perhaps naive, theory is that the excessive toc in caused a tension across 
the front of the wheels Chenee the di rect ional stab ili ty) wllich was rcJeased when one whee l hit a 
bump and became ai rbome. In that spl it second, the other wheel then heads toward the verge. 
When the nearside whec! comes down aga in, the tension is back and fo rces the ofTside wheel to tum 
out at the same time as the boullce is transferred 10 the o fTside. Up cornes the ofTside wheel and so the 
cycle starts with a resonance making il progressively \Vorse. By rellloving the toc in the tension 
is taken oui orthe equation and the problcm has gone away. 

1 am sure that there are plenty of well informcd mcmbcrs who will shoot this thcory down in 
flames but pcrhaps it will provoke a fruit fuI discussion . Il is surpris ing ho\V many people have the 
same problem but, for obvious rcasons, \Von't admit il. 1 have spoken to at least half a dozen pre-war 
car o\Vners (not ail Alv is) who suffer From the shakes. 

YoUfS sincerely, 
Peter Hunt 

P.S. Following Illy lelter to yOtl regarding a bad case or the shakes with Illy Speed 20, 1 have rcmem­
bered one more item which \Vus uddressed and which may have a bearing on the problem. 
Although the front springs looked ta have had a good coating of grease, it was clearly only on 
the outside and the leaves themselvcs seellled dry and rusty. There was not much evidence of 
any detlection taking place and so the lcaves were sprayed with a penetrating oil \Vith a graphite 
additive. This was sprayed on every 50 miles or so and the leaves now scem \Ve H lubricated. 
Thcre is much more movcmcnt evident and a constant ooze of oily rust cmerges froln the ends of 
the leaves as the oil docs its job. 
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Glaspant Fannhouse 
Glaspant Manor 
Capellwan 
Newcastl e Emlyn 
Carmarthenshire SA38 9LS 

Oear Ju lian, 
1 read wi Lh sorne surpri se your review oflnman Hunte r's Aston Martin book, Anyone reading it 

would have been under the impression that th is is a new tille. The book was actua lly published 
seven years ago in 1992: You dan't mention Ihat Inman Huilier actua ll y died befare completing il, 
and that il was large ly duc ta his fri end, Alan Archer Ihat the Ms \Vas even tually campleted and 
publi shed. The book was, thcrefore, a joint effort, and both men's names appcar as 3uthors on the 
cover. 1 just fch Ihat Alan should be given the credi t he deserves. 

Vours s incerely, 
Mike \Vol'thingto ll-\Villiams 

Somelimes lime passes by and 1 am Ilot aware ofil, bul sevel1 years seems a bit mf/ch! Iuole IIIall11is 
s/lperb book lias now been remaillderedali25.00.This isareolbOl·gain.lJy.heway.ldid meHtion 
hUlIo/1 Nunler's deafh and ,hal fll e book \lias complefed by A/o/1 Arcllel: - J.N.B.C. 
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RODERICK REVIVED 

Largely os Pllrchased bill \Vith additioll ojrodiafOr cowl. Phoro: Richard Crabu'ee 

The story of Rodcrick SI arts \Vith an cngagcl1lcllI ri ng, wcllncarly. 1 bought Illy tirs! Alv is from 
ROll Banks in 1959 wben wc \Vere both cadets at the RAF Collegc Cranwetl but more orlhat anolhe!' 
lime. 1 then owncd, for a wh ile, Ihe on ly Alvis in Singaporc and pcrhaps Mnlaysia, a TA 2 1 but again 
more orth,H al anolher lime. 1 cvcTlluall y improvcd Ihe staluS of the cars through I\VO Spced 20s and 
the TA 21 to a 5 year old Seri es 1 TD 21, black \Vith \V ire whccls, white upholslc ry, and a rcal 'puller', 
vcry suÎ lablc f'or Illy image as a young, uilmarricd Fl igh t Lieutcnnnt. The on ly trouble \Vas Ihat il 
'pu llcel' 100 we il <I ncl 1 sold il 10 buy an engagement ring. Ah, the foo lhardincss ofyoUlh! That love ly 
ca r, 2993 DA, wen l to a new home wi th Eric Stctpleton and now, 1 believe, aficr a very chequered 
hislory. is being restored in Norway. 

2993 DA was replaeed, in 1966, by a Morris 1000 and Ih is after 7 yca rs of almost non stop A lvis 
owncrship. Il was not long berore thc w ithd rawa l symptol11s becal11e too Illuch and 1 \Vas looking 
around ror anolher Alvis. Chris Steele was, al Ihat time, operal ing from his cstab li shment in Sussex 
and regu larly advcrl is ing in the Bulletin. As my mOlhcr-in-law li ved in Maidstonc an opportunity was 
taken to pop down 10 Sussex to sec whar was 10 be had. Those who visiled him will remember Ihat, 
not on ly was hi s farm raIller di ffieu lt to find, but a lso Ihat he had dozcns, pcrhaps hundreds, of cars in 
thc surround ing wood land. Now bcing a married Ill an 1 was looking for a car with sOllle comforts btll 
with thc characle ri stics o r an Alvis. A TA 2 1 drophead caughl Illy cyl'. It looked sad but with new 
hood, itllerior, respray and mcchanics it was the ri gh t so ltll ion; wc agrced Ihc \Vork 10 be donc and the 
priec bUI th en [ saw Roderick ! 

Roderick clcarly had slarted life as a Speed 20 bUI was no'" in a very sorry slate \Vilh the 1110s1 
basic of rough spec ial bodies nc"erthcless, apart l'rom a missing radialo r eowl, il appcared complete 
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As purc/wsed. 

El1gil1e bay: Correct el1gille bill siorec/jor 28 years. Il did l'l ili! 
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until 1 lifted the bonnet. Undemeath was not the triple carburettor Speed 20 engine but a 2.5 litre Lea­
Francis. A nice engine, crudely installed and somehow mated to the Speed 20 gearbox, how the clutch 
worked 1 cannot remember. Interesting as this was it was not what 1 wanted to see beneath that lovely 
bonnet. Chris Steele said he wante.d the Leaf engine but had the correct Speed 20 engine in boxes and 
that it was in good condition. Ilooked at the bits and certainly the crank, bearings, pistons and bores 
looked satisfactory. A de al was struck, ,(250 for the reconditioned TA 21 and the Speed 20 as it stood 
but with the Leaf engine removed and the Speed 20 engine in boxes. 1 think Roderick represented ,(25 
of the overall price. 

r It took about a couple of months for Chris to sort out the TA 21 and he did a lovely job. (1 
sub~equently sold NLC 473 to Sunni Duff on the Isle of Wight but where it is now 1 do not know; it 
was far too good a car to break and 1 hope it still has a good home.) 1 went to collect the TA 21 but what 
was 1 going to do with a Speed 20 which could not move under its own power? 1 was still in the RAF, 
based at Manby just outside Louth, and Chris wanted Roderick, as it became known, out of the way. 

My wife's uncle was a farmer near Wrotham and had ail sorts of equipment. He was a kindly man 
and 1 knew he would help, which came in the form of a very large four wheel traiter. We had to make up 
a tow bar for the TA 21, get the traiter road-worthy and set off to get Roderick. We got to Chris 
Steele's without incident, put Roderick on the traiter, put ail the other bits in the TA 21 and offwe set 
back to Wrotham. 1 had only a single garage and thus the plan was to leave Roderick in a barn at 
Wrotham untitl could make alternative arrangements at Manby. 

1 had little experience oftowing but now 1 had a 20 ft long, heavy traiter with a heavy car an top. 
No,?ody told me about traiters steering the car, particularly when the traiter had no brakes. 1 can still 
remember the terrified look on the face of the oncoming driver on the first hill when the TA 21 plus its 
load careered from si de to side taking up the whole of the road. Eventually we got to Wrotham safe 
but shaken. Roderick was left on the trailer in a barn for later collection. 

Having eventually obtained possession of an extra garage at Manby, it was time to collect Roderick 
for the long trip from Kent to North Lincolnshire. Once again the tow bar went on the TA 21 and off 
we went down to Kent. With Roderick on the traiter, the brakes of which still did not work, we left 
Wrotham at about 7 pm on a dark, cold, November evening. We asked Uncle George for the short cut 
to the Dartford Tunnel. The route was fine, but he failed to mention the nasty little valley with the 1 
in 4 slope down, the ninety degree turn at the bottom and then the 1 in 4 hill up. We got to the bottom, 
very slowly, but even the TA 21 would not pull the load back up; we were stuck and blocking the road. 
1 sacrificed my relatively new wife to another motorist who said he would take her to cali Uncle 
George with a tractor. Some time later, and after rude words with sorne other motorists who found the 
roaçl blocked, Uncle George plus my unharmed wife arrived. The tractor pulled the entire entourage 
up the hill but it was too late to complete the trip back to Manby so Roderick was returned to Wrotham. 
Another time, better timing and a better route and at last the car was where 1 could start work. 

The first thing was to assemble the engine. But no; this was an SA engine and an SC chassis. 
The engine would not fit. In those days Speed 20 engines could be obtained and 1 found one in 
Plymouth, advertised in the Bulletin by a Mr. Snell (he had had the engine reconditioned, 1 have the 
bill for ,(99-1-1 from Old Blundells Garage, Tiverton, dated 1959, and had then written the car off). 1 
also had to get rid of the SA engine 1 had and, through 1 believe John Fox, sold it a someone called 
Green. If 1 remember correctly 1 bought and sold for ,(50. 

The new engine had to come from Plymouth and the solution appeared to be British Rail. Mr. 
Snell crated the engine and sent it off. 1 next heard from BR that it was at Horncastle sorne 50 mites 
away and that 1 would have to collect il. 1 refused on the basis that it had been consigned to Manby, 
the nearest station was Louth sorne five miles away and 1 wanted it delivered to my door. A great 
argument followed during which they said they would deliver it to my address but would 'tip it off the 
back of the wagon'. Eventually they delivered it to the RAF stores and 1 pushed it on a trolley to my 
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The s((Irr 0/ dismalll/illg. PI/OIO: Richard Crablree 

Chassis sfripped al/d ready /01' repair and pailll. Photo: Richard Cm/uree 
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house sorne ~ mile away. 
Work could now really start. In went the engine, a local agricultural engineer made up the exhaust 

which included a Halfords off-the-shelf silencer, still on the car after 30 years, and sorne brackets to 
cross the chassis to support a floor of sorts and two seats. The car was ready for a trial run up the 
runway, however, it would fire but would not rune There was no starter motor, that was to come many 
years later, and even as a fit, young chap swinging that engine became tiresome! Help was at hand in 
the form of a good friend, Hugh Corriat, who is one of the world's gentlemen, will do anything for 
anyone, and who hadjust bought a Rover 3 litre coupé - the apple ofhis eye and the ideal car to tow 
Roderick to the runway and get him going. We made a start down the road but after a few yards the 
offside rear wheel passed me and passed Hugh. 1 had not tightened the knock-ons. Hugh braked, 1 
braked using the middle pedal and the dumbirons punched two neat holes through the boot of Hugh's 
pride and joy. It shows what a gentlemen he is in that he did not say anything too rude and agreed to 
try again as long as 1 checked ail the knock-ons. Offwe went to the airfield and after a lot oftowing the 
Speed 20 burst into Iife and 1 drove it for the tirst time under its own power. Back it went to the garage 
for a bit more work but before much could be done 1 was posted, in 1969, to Cornwall. Roderick went 
back into store, this time at Maltby-Ie-Marsh and otTl went to Cornwall. Six months later 1 scrounged 
a flight to Manby, stayed overnight with friends, and the following day set otTto Cornwall. The only 
time the car had been driven was once on the airfield and then from Manby to Matlby-Ie-Marsh. Apart 
from having to strip the fuel pumps and carburettors several times because of the rubbish being drawn 
from the tank, Roderick went weil. Within almost days 1 was posted again, this time to Northwood, 
Middlesex. 1 still had the TA 21 but also had a Ford Y which 1 was restoring. There was only one thing 
for Roderick, back to Uncle George's and the barn at Wrotham. 1 went from Northwood to Bracknell 
but during 1973 Uncle George died and the farm was sold,. Roderick was moved (by trailer, no MOT 
and no chance of getting one as ail the lights had been stolen while the car was in the barn) with Auntie 
Hilda to a house in Maidstone. In 19741 moved back to Cornwall then to London, Edinburgh and, in 
1979, to the USA. Roderick stayed at Maidstone. 

ln 198 i Auntie Hilda died whilst 1 was still in the USA. Before going to the USA 1 had bought the 
house 1 still own, in Finmere, but it was let and had no garage. Through a friend 1 found a barn, near 
Finmere, but 1 had to come back from the USA to move Roderick from Kent. 1 fiddled a dut y trip to 
UK but had very Iittle time to do what 1 had to do, hire a Landrover and trailer (1 was getting quite good 
with trailers by this time) and get down to Kent to move the car. 1 got there in the early morning with 
the intention ofloading the car and getting up to Buckinghamshire that afternoon. But memories play 
tricks with you. For security, not only had 1 jacked the car up, but 1 had taken away the wheels, jelly 
moulds and also the starting handle; these were with friends in Buckinghamshire. After a mad dash to 
collect them 1 got back to Kent in a late, winter afternoon, to a garage with no Iight or power and only 
the Landrover headlights and a torch. Not surprisingly, the car would not start and, as 1 was alone, l, 
could not tow it. The only solution was to wind it out of the garage on the handle, brakes binding, on 
to the trailer and drive once more to Buckinghamshire and into the barn. The following day 1 returned 
to the USA - exhausted! 

ln 1983 1 returned from the USA but was in a very bus y job and was also converting two houses 
into one. By 1987 the owner of the barn wanted the space back and Roderick was towed, by the Y 
Model Ford, to another barn. In 19921 built a garage and, iIIegally, but under his own power, Roderick 
came home. In 1995, at last, work started. Off came the rudimentary body; what woodwork there was 
had been destroyed by woodworm; out came engine, fuel tank, transmission, brakes, and suspension. 
Apart from sorne minor accident damage, which was put right with a club hammer, the chassis was 
excellent. The front suspension was a horror story. The otTside, lower, outer wishbone pin had been 
sheared in the accident and had been brazed together. It sheared again when 1 put a spanner to it, and 
1 had been driving this car on the road for long distances sorne 26 years before. 
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I?estored rollil/g c/lOssis with el/g ille illstalled. 

7imberJhlllle complete alld the car 110 IV c/riveable_ 
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Complele al/d rea{1y for lite MOT. NOl paillr or rr im yel. 1'11010: Rù:/wrd CralJlree 

The chassis \Vas strippcd, inhi bited and Ihen paintcd \Vi lh a spec ial IWO pack process provided 
by Sigma Coat ings (they did the paint job for the Thames Barrier ami arc spec ialis ls in Ih is kind of 
process; they even sent a surveyor 10 look at the job in advancc). The rront suspens ion \Vas PUI right, 
ail shockers re-bushed, fuel pUl1lpS re-condi tioned and the rU ll ni ng gear re-insta lled. The car could no\V 
be safely driven round Illy grounds. But then 1 had 10 build a body. The only th ings which remained 
rrolll the origina l 1935 Charl eswonh sa loon \Vere the bonnet and sel/lllc . Many years before 1 had 
obtained, l'rom ROll Banks, a radi ;:Hor cowl. 

1 co uic! Il ot a fTord to have a body built prolèss ionully and thus il had to be simple and with cycle 
wings. 1 dec ided it would look a bit likc a very big Morgan with a sloping back and the spare on top to 
di sguisc the slab tail. From the scutll e 10 the eabin would be boat dccking as il would be casier to fonn 
rather than lack le a complex double cmve in metal. It wOlild have four scats because 1 dic! not want to 
eut and shutthc ehass is. The result is Ilot preHy but it is fUllctiona l and I lmve seen worse. It is a il on 
a wood frame and skinncd w ith ai rcra ft g rade alumini um. COl11mercia l grade would have been easier 
to work bUI would have been more read ily damaged. In ally event 1 work roI' an aircraft company! 

When 1 bought Roderick 30 years ago he was rcg islcred A HC 308B with a prcvious registered 
OWller, Vemon H Petly o r Eastbourne. The log book ca ll ed him an Alvis Standard with a 2000 cc 
enginc (no mcntion of the 2.5 Leal) and the enginc numbcr, so Dave Culshaw tell s me, \Vas that ofa 
Standard Vanguard. Dave and John Priee- Wi lli ams, fi'Qln the chass is and car tllllllbers, provided enough 
ev idence 10 DVLe for the car 10 be re-rcgistercd \Vith ilS origina l num ber ofA ER 6 10. AER 6 10 \Vas 
advertiscd in Motor Sport, complete \Vith Charl esworth body, in 195 1, but apa rt l'rom that, ilS hi slOry 
appears unknown. Speculat ion suggests Ihat il \Vas wri llen o tT bctween 195 1 and 1964 \Vhen il \Vas 
re- registered. Perhaps becausc o rthe accident. which damaged the rron l chassis and suspension, \Vas 
there also ex tensive body da mage which was bcyond repu ir, was the cngine a lso wri llen orr? The 
replacemcnt body was as ligh t and basic as il couic! possib ly be. some orit appcarcd 10 have been used on 
another car. and could have bcen dcs igned l'or sOllle ki nd o l't rack raci ng. The Vanguard engine would 
have bccn of use ful power, amenab le to luning, and lightcr Ihan IheA lvis one. Perha ps evcn (hat \Vas 
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not powcrful cnough and hcnce the Leaf engine. Perhaps we shaH never know unless SOll1cone in the 
Club remcmbers AHC 308B or AER 61 0. 

1 am pleased to report that AER 610, with new body, albei t as yet neither painted nor trimmed, 
sa iled through the MOT, still wi th Halfords 30 year old silencer and on the orig ina l 30 plus year old 
tyres, on 6 Octobcr and is now back on the road for the lirsl time in 28 years. Roderi ck is Revived. 

RI CHARD CRABTREE 
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IRON LUNGS, SMITH-CLARKEANDALVIS 

Before the war my mother talked about Alvis cars with awe; they overtook the family Austin 7 
without noticing it. A rich architect relation had a Silver Crest saloon of around 1937 vintage, 1 think. 
1 occasionally rode in the back and thought it much better than its predecessor, a 1935 SS saloon which 
wasjust a box on a bonnet with cycle mudguards and no running boards. On corners itjetted mud into 
my face as 1 sat behind the driver. This hurt and, to my mother 's shame, made me cry, but 1 don 't think 
our rich relation noticed. 

My next Alvis contact was in 1953 when, as a medical student, 1 took my girlfriend to the Earls 
Court motor show. There on the Alvis stand was a TC 21/100 Grey Lady - 100 mph! 1 thought it 
was the most beautiful car 1 had ever seen and splendidly British among ail the bulbous tinware. The 
car was locked, but with a modicum ofblarney 1 persuaded the salesman to let us sit in it. Of course, 
1 hadn't a bean but got out of trouble because my girlfriend was a music student who played the harp 
so 1 said there was not enough room in the back to carry her harp, though a Jowett Javelin subsequently 
regularly did so. 

Over the next twelve years a seemingly unending series ofmedical exams and slow climb up the 
hospital medicalladder left little time for cars other than for essential cheap transport. 1 went through 
a 1935 MG Magnette - disastrous, a 1938 Austin 10 - boring but reliable, the Jowett Javelin -
excellent in the dry but hopeless in the rain because the distributor was immediately behind the front 
grille and weil in front ofthe radiator and 1 found nothing to keep water out of it. Finally, a series of 
VW Beetles - durable but dangerous. 1 wrote offtwo, one while driving to London from Southampton 
after working ail night (probably my fault), the second, more spectacularly, driving at night from 
Kampala, Uganda, to the Kenya coast at Mombasa. We were struck a glancing blow to the offside 
rear by an out of control car and we rolled and somersaulted several times. F ortunately we tinished right 
way up and woke up with numbers of loop-eared Mau Mau pawing over our belongings which were 
strewn over several hundred yards of road. 

But 1 am getting off the subject. In the late 1950s and early sixties the use of mechanical 
respiration in treating a variety of serious illnesses became my main professional activity as it 
remained until 1 retired at the end of 1994. In 1960 my medical professor became interested in the 
treatment of acute exacerbations of chronic bronchitis by artiticial respiration. He chose the Smith­
Clarke positive/negative respirator as the best available machine (see illustration), and bought six. 1 
had sorne vague knowledge that Smith-Clarke was connected with Alvis but little time to inquire 
further, because we were soon faced with the last great London smog and ail the respirators were in 
constant use. Lives were certainly saved but, being a tirst trial, there were problems, sorne due to the 
respirators. They were beautifully engineered with sorne similarities to a car engine. An electric motor 
operated two bellows via cranks and levers. At 20° after T.D.C. one bellows compressed air into a 
large heated water-bath humidifier, on the lower shelf in the illustration. A camshaft-driven inlet 
poppet valve then opened and warm wet air was driven into the patient's lungs. Stroke volume was 
adjusted by moving the crank fulcrum. At the end of the bellows' downstroke the inlet valve closed 
and an adjacent expiratory (exhaust) poppet valve opened allowing air out of the lungs, either directly 
to atmosphere or with suction assistance due to the upstroke of the second (expiratory) bellows. The 
machine had great power and easily ventilated badly diseased lungs - it would have ventilated an 
elephant, given slightly bigger bellows. However, the massive metal casting of the valve block acted 
as a heat sink so warm wet inspiratory and expiratory air condensed within it - an ideal reservoir for 
bacterial growth. In 1965 we published in the Lancet the most quoted article 1 have ever written 
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Ali early Smith-Clarke positive/Negative 
pressure respira/or. The \IIater bath 
humidifier 0/1 the lower she!Jwas dijJiClIl1 
la clean a/1d became knoll'/1 as the "village 
pOIlCI". 

The Covelllly Senior "Alligator" cabinet respiralOl: or "/rOll LIII/g". 
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call cd 'Pscudornonas acruginosa c ross·infcction due to contam inated respir:lIory ~lpparatus.' This was 
no cri ticism of Stni th·Clark 's design, just Ihal wc hadn'I learnt Ihen how to sterili se the machines 
prope rl y. 

At Ihis point 1 must break off l'rom personal reminisecnec 10 say morc aboul that undcrva lucd but 
autocrat ie gcnius, Capwin G . 1'. Smith·Clarke. Artel' retiring fr0111 the Alv Îs in 1950 he devoted the 
ncxt tcn years until his dcath in 1960 not on ly to astronomy and radio but a lso to the devclopment of 
Illcdical equipmcnt incl uding surgieal inst ruments, x·ray mach ines and rcspiratory apparatus. The 
seope or his nstoni shi ng retirement ach ievcments is we il dcscribed in Append ix I I o f Kenneth Day's 
clnss ic text 'Alvis, The Story of the Rcd Triangle' (3 rd cdition PP 355·362) (written by Dr. Adri an 
Padficld). There are morc deta il s o f hi s respiratory work in his Jamcs Clay ton lec ture cntitlcd 
'Meehanie<ll breath ing machines' which he W<lS invited 10 de livcr 10 the Institution or Mcchanica l 
Enginecrs on 14 Deecmber 1956. Tilis lecture is an example 101' ail time o r clarily and 1l10des ly and the 
more rcmarkable becausc he is Il ot writing on his own pro fessional subjccl. His desc ription oflhe 
meehanics of brel1l hillg is the best and simplesl 1 haveever read anywhere. 1 can do no beuer Ihan quole 
direelly t'rom some relevant sections. 

"The lungs arc sÎluated in a closed companmenl known as Ihe thoracic cav ily (the chl!st). They 
communÎcalc \V ith thc atlllosphcre by way of Ihe Irachea (wind pipe), tlle pharynx (thront), and the 
nasa l openings. T he Ilow ofair into and fromlhe lungs depends cnt ire ly upon changes in the capacity 
of Ihe thorac ic cav ity, the lungs do not expand nncl contract of themsclves but onl y in re lat ion 10 
changes or air pressure in the Ihorae ic cavity, caused by the changes in its capac ily. During the normal 
inspi rat ion pcriod the thorac ic cavity is enlarged in all dimension, bul ma inly in Ihe transverse and 
vert ica l direc tions. Thc increasc in the Iransverse direclion is brought about by muscular ac ti on upon 
the ribs and stcrnum (brcasl bone). The enlargemcnt in the verlical di rection is duc 10 dowil warci pull 
or lhe lnrge musc lc known as Ihe di aphragm, which divides Ihe thoracic cavÎly l'rom the abdomen, Ihus 
the wa lls or lhe Ihoracic cavity and the diaphragm aCllOgether as a bcllows.type a ir pump. During the 
expiration period the Ihoraeie cavi ly resumes it s normal dimens ions (and Ihis) IOgclhcr \Vith the e lastic 
reco il of the lungs causcs the excess a ir to pass ouI through the nasal opcni ngs al zero or only s ligh\ 
pos iti ve pressure. It will be clear Ihat the human respi ratory systcm is a ncgat ive pressure syslem, in 
whieh the l11ean prcssurc is sub·atmospheric . 

The mcchanica l breath ing machines in use at thc presenl time arc o f IWO types: (1) Ihe negalive 
pressurc type which atternpts to s il11ulate the normal respiratory syslem, (2) the positivc pressure 
typc whereby the lungs are direct ly innated by intenn iuelll posi tive pressure." 

The Smi th·Clarke posit ive pressure resp iralo r/vent ilalor (the words arc lIsed synonymollsly) 
already dese ribed went into production al the Cape Engineering Company o f Warwick wllieh was set 
up by Gerry Turner, joincd Inler by George Webley ancl Ron Walton , aI l ex Alvis. The Ill<lchine W OlS 

soon mocl ilied and most problerns ove reO l11e . It was Ihen ca l1 ed Ihc Cape Respirator. I lmd four and a 
cOll rt sh ip ploy \V ith my medica l wife· to· be \Vas "come IIp and sec my new resp irator." lt was while, 
\Vith big knobs on the front. Sile said illookcd like a washing mach ine. Ncvertheless, wc kept the Capc 
venti lators in rcgular use un til 1992 a lthough mechan ical respira tors \Vcre g rad uHll y bcing rcp laced by 
smaller nlore versat il e e lectronic mac hi nes. 

Smith·Clarkc's eadies! respiratory work was on type 1 negati ve pressure dev iees, e0ll11l1 0nl y 
knowll as iron IUllgs . SOllle ofhi s des igns and thcird irec\ sllccessors are still in use as 1 writc. Iron lungs 
-ora 501'1 - had been avai lab le fo r 1l1any years. Smi th-Clarke fi rstlri cd to Illoclily ex isling dcsigns 
ancl nlt hough kits or parts to make tll ese modificat ions wc re produced in nurn bcrs by Turner and 
\Veblcy at Cape, Smilh·Clarke soon rea li sed that a nc\\' des ign w ith bCller pa lient access and more 
respi ralory power \Vas esscn tia l. Smi th·Clarke records Ihal the money fo r th is deve loplllent was 
ra ised by Ihe "Coventry Iron Lung Fund" (E 500) and a further f800 by the "Coventry Coro nalion 
Carni va l COlll ll1i tlee". I-Ie o rnits the bcst bit. rvluch orthe Illoncy was nti scd by a young lady in il long 
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The cuirass she// and /2 VO/I pUl1lp il/use in a TC 2 / A/llis: reproducedjrom HI/111er AR, Mechanica/ 
Ven /ilalioll o/Ihe LI/ngs, il1 "Recell/ Adllonees ill Anoeslflesia and Ana/gesia, 9111 Edifion, ed C. Langton 
/-/e IVe!: /963 p. 250. Reproduced by permission a/the Pub/ishel: Harcourl Brace. 

Il rockillg bec/. (TMs olle is 1101 a Smilh-C/arke design). 
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blond wig who pa raded the streels of Coventry 011 a white horse . The Lady Godi va of history l11ay be 
a mythica l figure. Il is uncertain whether she rcall y dic! ride the strects naked or simply Ihreaten 10 do 
so if her husband, the local land lord, d id n OI do what she w.l1llcd to he lp the peasants and serfs. The 
1953 lady was no myth and made MoviClone News - but who was she? 

The advl.lntages of the Smith-C larke iron lungs arc that they arc qu ick and easy to get in and out 
of and a tube di rectl y into the trachea, either through the mouth , or the front of the neck (lracheostomy), 
is avoided, 50 if <1 patient can brcath natura lly, even for a few hours, the iron lung has advantages. T hey 
came la be ca lied Cl.Ipe Senior "Alligator" respiratol's <Ilthough Smith-Clarke's signature is cngravcd on 
a brass plaque is on the fool-end ofmosl. The princ iple o f opcra tÎon is obvious. The patient li es in the 
closed ch.un ber with his head protrudi ng; a large pi pe conllects the 1'001 o rthe chamber ta big bellows; 
as the bcl lows open, a sub-atmospheric pressure is crea ted with in the chamber, thus dra wing air into 
the patient 's lungs. Expiration occurs when the be llows close (see illustration). 

As we il as his iron lung, pos itive pressure respirator and child 's mini - iron lung, Smith-Clarke 
designed, and C lpe made, a cuirass shell with 12 vo lt o r mains pUl11p and a rocki ng bed. The cuirass 
shell (see ill ustration) is a padded dome applied to Ihe front of lhe cltest. It is repeatedly evacuated by 
a bellows or 12 vo lt fan pump and draws the front of the chcst up into the ri gid dome. It is less e ffec ti ve 
than an iron lung becHlise it prevems si de ways enlargemcnt of the ches l cage bu t, as the ill ustra tion 
shows, il is portab le. 

The roc king bed assists a weak diaphragm which cannot f'ullction wlten a patient li es down to 
sleep. The bed has pivots atlhe centre o f each s icle and is connecled by levers 10 a mOlor which rocks 
the bed 15% head down and up 12-1 6 times pel' minule. Ihus using the abdominal conte nts as a 
cOllnlerwcighl to push the wcak diaphragm IIp and pull il down. The princ iple is simple but as the 
1110lion must be ilbso lutcly sl1100th and quiet the engineering is di flic liit . Smith-Clarke solved th is 
with a be lt drive and heavy cï.lnks sa that the bed, withoui occupant, we ighed 7 ewt. The rocking bed is 
popular with uscrs because it is the onl y l1lethod of art ifi cial respirat ion which nceds nOlhing ex tra 
lOuching or enteri ng the body. Usuall y the rock-a-bye-baby mOI ion promoles si cep. Despi te th is, 1 
had req uesls for double rocking beds. Very difTicult engineeri ng, bUl it Ill ust spare male elfon, not that 
1 have cver had an oPPorilini ty 10 test Ihis theory. 

By 1977 my hospitaillnit was mai nta ining, Illostly in their OWIl homes, 170 patients using Smith­
Clarke's breath ing machines. Nor \Vere the occupants idle captives. Most achieve some ga inful 
employmenl. One, a full time solicitor, owned and occasiollall y even trave ll ed in a 1929 Roll s Royee 
Phantol11 Il with a SI. John Ambulance body. In 1973 1 had the privil ege ol'driving him, wit h iron lung, 
in the 60lh ann iversury RR alpine rally. We lilled an ex tra dynamo on the propellor shah bui Ihe 
vehicle did tend to ovcrhem on 1ll0Lintain passes. Arri ving at a li ve star hotel in Paris \V ith iron lung 
callscd the hote l slan' to di sappear fast. We won a prize for bcst team e nb rt, and, though Ilot an RREC 
membel', 1 was grantcd the right to wear the club ti c t'or li fe . 

The versati lity and durability ofSmi Lh-Clarke 's rcspi ratory equipment is astonishing. \Vilh good 
maintenance by Cape Engineering, sOllle new devclopmeilis and modifi cations, nlllch of il is, like Alvis 
cars, sti ll in use. 

\Vith reti rement approachi ng, Alvis ownershi p at last seemcd poss ible and in 1992 1 bOllgh t 
Michael Dykes' TC 2 1/ 100 Tickford DHe. Over the ncxt two years Roland Simmons and his Red 
Triangle Icam gradllally and completely restored il stage by slage as 1 could a fTord it and in 1994 wc 
set o fTlo Peler Black's meeti ng in Provence. Alas wc did not make it. About 100 miles south of Paris 
we found wc wcre Plltling in as much o il as petrol. Roland's instant telephone diagnos is was a broken 
piston ring. Oil cons1l 1l1 plion was impossible 50 we potlercd slowly back to Red Triangle where IWO 
broken rings were replaccd. 1 have never askcd who asscmblcd the engine, though 1 know il \Vas Ilot 
Rowland 0 1' Briiln . 

1995 \Vas a pOOl' ycal' fo r Alvis mOloring. My wile \Vas serio llsly injllred in a sai li ng acc ident and 
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Tite lIlfimare lroll LlIlIg (lite "4.3"). Tite wllOle lallk cali be II/med I/pside down for /u lIg drainage. 
Sl1ag: Modem asbeslos-free brake s/lOes Itave /ess slalie friclioll and do 1101 ho/d lite 11"011 LlIllg in 
posilion sali!1factori/y. /Vltell rigllf IVoy /lp and open lite brake con slip - HIe Itave dumped 11\10 
parienl.'i 0 1/ llte jloor rltis II'(~J'. 

.. 
• ..,--

--~ 

Tite lasl o/Ihe fine (tlte "TF'ï based 0/1 Smilh-Clarke and designed by Cape. il/ 1979,!or/tome /Ise. The 
belloHl,\' are in lhe base. The II/affress is al/10rmo/ bed Iteiglu al/d lite liser cali open/he c/wlllberfroll/ 
im'ide, 
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IVifely dl/lies in Provence. TMs service on/y avai/ab/e in Ir( WIII elilllates. 

Palient with lracheostolllY and respirfllion ill Copen/ragel/. Note por/able hoisillsed /0 lift her illlo the 
CCII: 
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1 was cOllfincd 10 short out ings just to keep the car properly ali ve. Howcver, sbc recovered and in 1996 
wc made il 10 Peter Black's meeting and the sUl11m it o r Mont Ven loux w ilhout overheating, though 
during the return run the condenser gave up . France had none and as my \Vife bad nm OUI o fho liday 
time, we returned by Eurostar leaving the car at an enthusiastic li ttle garage in Cha rt res. Good caille 
frolll th is. J retunlcd with Ill y son and the parts and while wai ting for the ferry at Le Havre, we mel and 
dined \Vith Nick and Pat Simpson. 1 \Vas moaning genll y about the heavy TC gear box, even \Vith the 
Iwo-one trick, and the need ror an overdrive on autoroutes. N ick sa id il \Vas poss ible, though costly. 
to fit a BMW Gctrag 5 spced box into the TC, which was intcrcsting. 

On my next vis it to Red Triangle Iment ioned Illy intcrest in the 5-speed gear box and Rowland 
Simmons took me ror a lest drive in a TF 21 with a ZF box and 1 was hooked. Rowland then told me 
that he bad used a TF box in his own TC DHC (a car now owned by Mr. Halllilton-Grierson in 
Scot land) and that il was idea l fo r a conversion becausc no alterat ions to the tunnel \Vere nccessary. Wc 
fi lled one and the improvemcnt in spced, qu ietness, case o r gear change and I"uel cconomy more than 
make up for the loss or ori gina lity. Yes, 1 know spares arc dimcu lt but you can't have everything. 

1 Ihi nk the T F 2 1 tes t drive might have bcen a subt le Simmons sa les ploy, not on ly did 1 have the 
TF 5-speed gear box fined to Illy TC, but it staned Ille wondering whe tller 1 cou Id j ust if y having a TF 
as weil. 

ln 1997 wc twice took the TC to Denmark ror a spring holiday in Copenhagell :.md, wi th two 
co lleagues to an autul1ln medica l meeting in 1 onh West Jut land. T he west coast is Il at sand dunes, Ihc 
wind bi ting and the North Sea cold. Copenhagen is indeed wonder l"u l and by Alvis doubl y 50. It has 
been a great centre for anifieia l respiration and the treatlllent of poliomyel ilis sinee Ihe inllll1l0tlS 1952 
polio epidem ic. Wc vis ited a palienl/ fr iend who has needcd vi rtually continuous mcchanica l vcnti lat ion 
s ince 1952. She now has a lracheoslomy and smalJ posi ti ve pressu re resp iralor on her whcclchair. 
Us ing a portab le ho ist, the TC's big rear- hinged door and open top made it possible to lift her in and 
dri ve around Ihe tOWIl. The 1963 ill ustration, f"rom a medica l ICXlbook, shows Ihat , by co inc idence, 
Ih is was not the first time a TC was used in Ihis way. 

Oellmark is exce ll ent for older cars, the roacls arc good and Ihe trame mocleralc. Unronunatc ly, 
headlights are compu1sory at ail times. In tOW11, with trame lights, tramcators and wi ndscrecn wipers, 
the dynamo was beaten. An altel11alOr would bc bCllcr. 

Inevi tab ly 1 now have a TF 21 OHe and 50 two Alv is cars are making up for Ihose years lost 10 
other Smi th-Clarke engineering achicvcrncn ls. \Vhm a magnificent extravagance! 

GEOFFREY SPENCE R 

1 am eXlreme/y grole/il/ 10 Geoffrey Spencer for wriling lhisfascinalil1g ar/ide abollf 011 imporralll 
sidelilleofA/vishislory. - J.N.B.c. 

AN UNBROKEN TRADITION 
OF ENGINEERING QUAllTY 
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Ali A/vÎs Item'se? 

POSED, PROBED AND SOLVED 
- The Registrar's Columll -

"THE LAST LAP" 

PhOlo:Dm'e CIII.ç/ulll' 

1 \Vas rcmi nded rccc llIly. ",hell rcad ing Nick Walkcr's A·Z of Coach build ing, jusi how \Vide a 
varicly of coachwork styles have becn built on Alv is chassis. 'l'ou nmnc il - limousine, sedanca, 
landauleue, roadster etc., and an Alvis examplc can usua ll y be round. 1 l' o lle a1so acccpis conversions, 
such as have occurrcd by Ilcccssi ly, and so rn ctimcs by rcquis ilion in wart imc, the fi eld bccomes cvcn 
wider - \Vith examplcs of Alvis vans, pj C k ~ lL PS. cvcn Ihe odd ambulance and !i re tender, and \Vorse 
still 'agricultural tractor', Thcrc Îs howcver one parlicular specics or \\Ihich 1 have yel to find <In 
ex ample, but Ihat is the hearsc. 

Now Ihis is in a sense st range, because the conlcmpora rÎcs aga insl which Alvis producls (0 a 
degree compelcd, supplied chassis fo r Ih is purposc. Ro lIs·Roycc is an obvious cX<ll11 plc, but AmlsLrong· 
S iddclcy, Daim ler, and Ausli ns, partic ularl y of the Sheerline .l1ld Princess types, a il had chass is 
deploycd in the hcarsc market. A thrce·li tre with anot hc!' foo l in the wh ccl base would ha ve g iven the 
Compa ny an othe!' string 10 it s bow. 

Ali Ihi s is by \Vay o fan introduclion to Ihis 1llonth's mys tcry ca r, which is li mosl aSlonishing 
piece orbodybui ld ing. Il has Iypical hcarsc clues about il , cspcc ia ll y atlhc l'car end which is highly 
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reminiscClll or a typc o f'! ighl hearsc which Woodall Nicholson, and indccd olhcrs, used 10 hu ild on [he 
FX3 Taxicuh chassis . This vcrsion was not genera lly lIseel for the form a! runeral , hut tcneled la be 
used prior to thi s whcn a co llin hac! 10 Ill OV!;; to a Clwpel of Rest - perhaps frorn a considerable 
distance away. The fi'o lll end or our mystcry car appears to have been designed by a dilTere nl hand 
altogether. Il is quilc c leganl in thi s arca , w it h a grille treatment wllich has bcen seen on experimcmal 
Lagondas . NOling the absence o ra banncllid as such , the entire front assembly seems to be one piece, 
likc the Jowell Jupiler and Allard Sa f~l ri . Il appears to be l'rom hinged as in Ihe manner of the Triumph 
Herald and Spi tlire. The SC llllie area, and Ihe A- posls below Ihe waist line are remarkab ly simi lar la 
the TB 14 and TB 21. Note toO the use ofa curvcd windscreen, un usual bUI not cmircly unknowll on 
pre-Graber Alvis, as the cxperimenlal sa loon 25330 owncd by member Dav id Adams is so equippcd. 
The hub caps <lre unmistakably Three-Litre, which seems la imply Three-Litre dise whecls, and thcre/ore 
poss ibly Ihe axlc and hubs of that mode!. The pholograph itse lf emanates from the Peler Cameron­
Clarke Collection, for which many Ihanks, and is knownlo have been [akcn al a Nanhern Alvis Day 
orthe earl y sixlies, at ils Ihen loca tion of the Riccall , or Sherburn Air li elds. 

The con fusing signaIs sent out by t!lis car's ullusua i aspects were onl y part ially resolved wh en 
Bemard Nield, Nanhcl11 Seclion Chairm<ln, managed ta locate a Norfolk reg istraI ion card rel ati ng [0 the 
Index No. DNG 281. Th is shows our car declarcd as having chass is 19891 (aclually the ca r number of 
chassis 15646 - a 12170). The cngine is dcclared as 20782, wh ich is a TA 14unit of January 1947. Il 
was lasl laxed 3 1/ 12/63, which roughly balances with Ihe time and locat ion of the phatograph. By t ~lr 

and away the mosl inte rcsling aspecl of lhe registration card is in ils declaration of the owner as one N. 
D. Rout lcdgc. 

Norman Routledgc was or course a l'o linder member of the Alvis Owner Club, (Number 28), and 
was a rcnowned cxponent IlOt oill y of Alvis, but also of the Bull nase Morris, and he is re fe rred la 
within the wcl l-knowll BalTacloligh and Jallllan biography ofthat we ll- Ioved mode!. One finds an carly 
example of ROlilledgc's advocacy o r lhe Alvis, in his article, published in Ihe MOlor, or 1 Olh Novcmbcr 
1943, page 267, which is an accounl o f a Irip fi'OIn hi s Leeds base, to Inverness. A Firelly is tllcntioned, 
but no[ specili ca ll y identified, but co-incidentally another of Bernard's chance discovcrics had nCllcd 
a reference 10 Firefly 10787, regi stration No. US 2938, rccorded in Rout ledgc's owncrship in Septcmbcr 
1941 , which seems likcly to have been Ihe same ca r. 

Rout lege was a remarkable characler, a hands-on cngineer of the old school and an invetenlle 
special builder. Hc apparently idcntified some a rtl1ese with 'RA' chass is nUJ11bers. Wc kno\\' his chassis 
RA 1, 10 have bccn based on al10ther Fireny, chass is 1053 1, which was assemblcd dll ring 1947, and 
rcg istered G WT 905, as a new vchicle, on 251h September ofthat year. RA 2 and RA 3 have yelto be 
accounted for, but RA 4 is very we il known, be ing 'Tea-Bag', the highly perforatcd ve rsion now 
owned by John Wiggins. This was compleled <lround May 1957, when it \Vas registered as TWX 266. 
The hearse-like DNG 28 1 was probably the last Roulledge Special, about wllich we need la di scovcr 
ma rc. Somcone, somcwhcre, must kllow somelhing about its origins. The LI se of an 'L' pla te suggests 
that sameone was lea rni ng to dri ve on il. They wou Id, 1 am sure, never have forgollen the expericncc. 
Please he lp, if yOli can, with ma rc information. 

Ali thi s comes around 10 my orig ina l starting point - which \Vas to lament [he appa rent absence 
o f an Alv is hearse, which oycd in Ihe \\'001 enthusiasts like mysclf might !'<llher like for Ihat final 
journcy to that ultimate brcaker' s yard . In the absence of such a device, 1 pcrsonally favo ur a 
approach to our colleag llCs in Ihe D.L.O.C. for the loan of a Daimler Majesti c Major hearse, of which 
there still must be a fe\\' exam ples around. This, with ilS remarkable Edward-Turner des igncd vee 
c ight cnginc could ouI pace nearly alllhc Sp OI1S cars ofits day. So - ho\\' about it? No slow processions 
- a Motorway blast at the legallimit, and a last lapofa Rac ing Circuit; th is would be highly appropri atc. 
at least in Ill y op inion. 

DAVE CULSHA\V 
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ON SMALL DIAMETER PIPES AND PIPEWORK 

William Blake referred to 'Piping down the valleys wild' in his introduction to "Songs oflnnocence". 
They are both connotations appropriate to this stage of Riley restoration. 

lt seems to me that fitting pipework is similar to playing golf. Both, when conducted by 
professionals look remarkably simple to the uninitiated. Vou can, however, at least claim to play golf 
badly for the fun of il. 

Sorne precautions, mind you, make life easier. Radio music soothes shattered nerves. A pre­
planned lack of interruption prevents a drama becoming a crisis (the finest marriage in the world can 
be strained when one's wife runs crying to her mother with a length ofpipe clove-hitched around her 
throat). Above ail, space is essential, vertically as weil as horizontally. However weil you arrange 
things, two inches ofpipe will be firmly clamped leaving four feet free to thrash around like a demented 
snake wreaking destruction in its path. 

Materials 
After the initial impetus to re-pipe the car has slowed to a gallop, the question of sources of 

materials raises its head ~/ petrol piping may be obtained from your local motor factor in the form 
of hydraulic tubing. This is, in fact, eight mm but the additional 21f, th ou on diameter can be 
accommodated. (The local plumbers' supplier incidentally can provide eight mm olives and unions as 
used on small bore heating systems but the pipe itselfis too thin-walled for car use.) Ifyou buy a ten 
metre reel ofhydraulic pipe, check it for damage before purchase. Typically, it may have been dropped 
in transit producing kinks and flats which only become apparent when the pipework un der manufacture 
is half complete. 

Smaller diameter pipe of various gauges, both copper and brass, may be obtained from model 
engineering suppliers in two foot straight lengths, which are convenient, or longer ifyou ask. 

GLR Distributors (Ltd), Great Northem Works, Hartham Lane, Hertford SG 14 1 QN. Tel: 0992-
552-962, have been very helpful and a telephone order normally produces the stuffby post, correctly 
packaged, in a day or two. This firm is also a positive Aladdin's Cave of such material as hexagon brass 
bar in BA sizes as weil as AF, machined BA bolts, aluminium sheet, stainless steel, cutting tools and 
so on. ft is very worthwhile asking for their catalogue. 

As has been stated, short lengths of pipe arrive straight. Longer lengths are invariably coiled for 
transport and must be straightened berore any attempt to bend it is started. The easiest way is to roll 
it on a clear bench remembering the flapping end. It can then be eased straight by hand. Over bending 
and correction work hardens copper and the rapidly increasing rigidity, Iike human stress, produces a 
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steadily worsening situation. 
Toois 
If the fini shed pipe runs are to be both accurate and attractive, pipe benders are essential. Pipe 

bending by thumb, even on very small diameter tubing firstly produces flattened cross sections, 
secondly, results in weird shaped runs which look horrible and thirdly, results in your visiting your GP 
complaining of tennis elbow or its first cousin. Vou will get scant sympathy for this complaint not 
only from the doctor but also from your wife whose lawn remains unmown. 

Commercial pipe benders are available but expensive, and you will never find one which alone 
covers the required diameters of pipe or bend. 1 made mine as miniature copies of plumbers' pipe 
benders which can be seen in any tool store, the only effective difference being them fitted with a lug 
to ho Id them in the bench vice rather than with legs. Three bend diameters covered aIl my own needs. 
These were 2~" diameter for ~6" diameter pipe, 2" diameter for ~" and ~6" diameter pipe and I" 
diameter for l/s" diameter pipe. The two larger ones had levers, rollers and stops fitted, the sm aller 
just stops. 

For simplicity, 1 machined the roller trunnions into the roller. This was the first mistake. After one 
or two bending operations, the cat's cradle of piping wrapped around the bender necessitating complete 
dismantling of the latter with ail the consequences oftime loss, skinned knuckles, loss to temper and 
so on and, most importantly, the forgetting of the shape 1 was trying to produce in the first place. 
When you are up to your ass in alligators it is easy to forget that your original intention was to drain 
the swamp. 

The answer to the roller problem was easy, 1 should have made it with a removable pin. Careful 
machining of the grooves in the former and the roller (so that the piping slid through the assembly 
gently) was the second error. As the pipe deformed slightly on bending so it seized in the bender 
locking the whole lot sotid. 1 ended up by increasing the groove radii by 15 thou to give adequate 
clearance. This last dimension rnay vary according to the template diameter. The sizes chosen and 
tisted above were rnerely dependent on the materials 1 had available. They worked out very successfully, 
however, given the available space around the engine and chassis. 

Other necessary tooting is fortunately simple. A two foot rule, carpenter's square and carpenter's 
bevel, mini hacksaw, a 4" fine file, countersink rose, alcohol based felt tip pens, sm ail adhesive labels 
and a few odd pieces of wood will coyer rnost eventualities. 

Clearly sorne joints will require soldering. There are many arguments for and against softlhard 
soldering which will be settled by personal preference. Suffice to say, GLR Distributors sell pre­
fluxed silver solder in syringes, which are both simple to use and economical. 
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Benrling 
The seene is Ilowsel. TIIC firsi (and simplest) pipe fun is placed in Ihe bcnder and genlle pressure 

is applied ta Ihe handle. If yol! are like the atllhor you now have your first pieee o f scrap. 1 have a box 
full of such pipes which will be g iven free ta anyone with a s light ly lIndersized Riley. The pitfa ll s 
lead ing to thi s stale of a nairs arc many and varied but SI art as soon as you tirst pick up Ihat piece o f 
pipe; il wi ll be in the wrong haml. This is hardly seriolls in itsclfbllt serves as a limely reminder ta pre­
plan each 1l10vc. 

Any pipe nlll demands li Icngth ol'straight before Ihe bend starts 10 a llow rCll10val of lhe union 
nul. Ifthis dimension is carcrully measured, it wi ll be found la have shrunk ancr bending sinee Ihe 
bendi ng raller will pu ll the pipe Ihrough the SIOp. 

Oddly enough. thi s 'pull-throllgh' act ion becomes less appa rent arter the tirst bcnd is made. 
(Whelher Ihis is duc la incrcascd fricl ion o r whalever, 1 do nOI know but no doubt ilmay be added to 
the mysleries orthe wa lking spanncr and 50 on, whic h besei lis ail.) Subsequent bend5, thcreforc. may 
be plotted in pos ilion as desc ri bed laler. Assuming Iherefore thatlhc bendcr is in the vice Ihe right \Vay 
round sa thal the pipc's ji'cc end does not st ick throllgh Ihe window, al leasl an inch exlra should be 
allowcd ta cxtcnd bcyone! Ihl.! SIOp. The exccss can eas il y be trilllllled o fT a fierwards - and back to 

the first bend. 
Having estab li shed Ihe slart poi nt o f Ihe bend, and a liule practice on sc ml' al ways hclps, apply 

pressure finllly ta Ihe lever o r lhe bend and a llow Ihe bend 10 be rolled in. Check cOllstantly agai llsl the 
square wÎth which you have gallgcd Ihe requi red angle . The nex! snag now presents it self". Because 
o flhe spring in the pipe, Ihe tirst altcmpllO set the rcquired ang le incvitab ly rcq llires a fract ion more 
bending. lt is rar 100 easy 10 over bcnd al Ihis poin t and, like so many things in Iife , il is far casier la 
go 100 far on the first essay than to Iry and repair the damage aner. Il is ahnosl imposs ible 10 reduce 
a bend back two or three dcgrces. 

The next bend may be in the saille plane as Ihe lirsl, al righl angles ta it or in betwcen. Location 
in the ti rst IWO cases is bcst donc by nipping the pipe inlhe bender with the ro ller then, from a distance, 
lining up Ihat part already complete 50 that it is parallel with the bench, parallcl with the vertical bars 
of the window frame or whatevcr. The final rcsult will be Illo re accurate Ihan us ing a square. The 
other factor to be directly 'lssoc iatcd with Ihe second bend is ta measure the distance requircd betwccn 
slraight lengths of pipe and arrange Ihe pipe in the bender sa thal you can Illeasure where Ihe ncxl 
straight will end up. 

Rc li ance 011 a start poi nt incv iwbly produccs a pipe wlli ch is 100 shan or 100 long. On lIny olher 
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than very long pipe runs, it is useless trying to "spring in" a pipe where this dimension has gone astray. 
For other than very simple configurations use a stickly label (obsolete address labels are ideal) to 

tell you which way the bend has to go. Vou will in most cases have to rearrange the whole bender/pipe 
system to accommodate the new bend and with the pipe now upside down, back to front and reversed, 
it is the easiest thing in the world to make the bend 180 degrees out; result, more scrap. This is vital 
wh en making matched pairs of LH and RH pipes and caused the author much heart searching during 
the manufacture ofthose lubrication pipes which go from the front brake cams to the tie rod balIjoints. 

-n.-'$ "/''''f'N'S,.~ ~lto,., 
*"-14'l/1li6 ..,-, 

Once the pipe has been bent to shape, the excess length may be eut ofl' with a hacksaw and 
deburred with file and countersink rose. Do not immediately eut the pipe to the finished length. An 
inch or so excess allows room for adjustment in fitting, another example of pipe shrinkage. The 
carpenters invented the right idea first - "Measure twice and eut once". 

The question ofhow long the initial straight length of pipe should be is vexing. Too much and you 
get poked in the eye, too liule tells its own story of insufficiency or, at best, a box of off-cuts too short 
for future use. 

Ifyou are starting with a set two foot length, the latter may have to be tolerated but a piece of 
welding rod bent to profile and then straightened out will give you a fair idea of the length of pipe 
needed to which you will add your adjustment surplus. Even better is a reel of plumber's solder which 
can be re-wound and used later for its proper purpose. 

Having made one pipe, the opposite handed version is best made one step at a time, noting 
especially the appropriate opposing angles. Think carefully before bending, the demon of the 
workshop seems to be intent on producing duplicate rather than handed pipes. Slight variations of 
angle and length may be acceptable where the pair of pipes are widely spaced on assembly but when 
close together, such as on either side of a tee, differences show up like the proverbial dog's hind leg. In 
any case, placing the pair of pipes side by side on the bench not only as fitted but also upside down, 
will quickly reveal any discrepancies. 

Occasionally a coil ofpipe needs to be produced which is outside the scope of the bender. In this 
case, use a cylindrical former (un-grooved) of a slightly smaller diameter than the required coi! and wind 
the piping round it in one continuous movement. In this case alone, an overbend may be corrected 
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since back adjustment will apply equa lly through the whole o rthe co il dial11etcr giving you a minute ly 
increascd eoil dial11eter but no other va ri ation. Si ncc the clampi ng and the action arc manual, a good ly 
length of Straight pipe e ither side of the coil will be needed for the conlidence by which finll control 
procl uces the correct resu lt. 

As alrendy stated, all thi s bcnding wi ll produce work hardcn ing o f copper pipes. The exlent of 
thi s ha rdeni ng may be judged from the fact that the :mcicn t Egyptians work hardened the ir copper 
weapons 10 givc them a durable cutting edge. Annealing is dcsirable sillce vi bration on the car may lead 
to l'urther work hardening and subsequent crack ing. Hard soldcred joints inc idenwlly allow post ~ 

manufacture anneali ng bu t, in any case, the piping has 10 be hcaled a loI Illon.' thnl1 nt lirsl seems 
desirable. This is anolher gomlusc fo r one o f the scrap bcnds. A liule experimenta tion soon revea ls 
the necessary col our changes which indicate that you have reached the ri gh t sI age. 

PETER KNIGIH 

This excellent piece first oppe(lred in 7ï1e Riley Regis fer Bullerin (ll/d 1 am groTeful1O the alllhor al/d 
Geoff Havilland. Ediror of the Riley Regisrer Billie/iI/Jar alloH'ing Ille /0 pril/f fhis ar/icle. - J. N. B. C. 
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A Selection of Reviews, 
Criticisms, Recommendations 
and Personal Opinions by the 
Editor and other Contributors. 

Scorpion And The CVR (T) Family by Bob Morrison. 64 pp. Priee: Unknown. Published by 
Concord Publications Co., Hong Kong. Card Co vers. 

This A4 sized booklet features a large number of photographs of the Alvis Scorpion light tank 
as weil as the other derivitives of this chassis, the Scimitar, Striker, Spartan, Samson, Sultan, Sa­
maritan and Stormer. Ali these vehicles having specifie military uses. 

Essentially a picture book, and 1 suspect one mainly directed towards modellers, there is mini­
mal text. Alvis is not even mentioned, but, in general, military vehicle enthusiasts are only inter­
ested in the vehicle, not the manufacturer. The Scorpion tank does not go into battle with an Alvis 
red triangle proudly displayed at the front, but 1 noticed in looking through the pictures in this book 
that Alvis badges do appear in other places on these vehicles. 

A useful pictorial reference for the Alvis military vehicle enthusiast. 
J.N.B.C. 

Auto-Architect - The Autobiography o/Gerald Palmer by Gerald Palmer and Christopher Balfour. 
96pp. Priee [19.95. Published by Magna Press. 

This is the sort ofbook that is published ail too seldom. A biography of a working engineer who 
is not a household name. Gerald Palmer was bom in South Africa and after showing early interest in 
mechanical devices and motor cars travelled to England to take up an apprenticeship in the motor 
industry with Scammell. 

After five years ofapprenticeship, Palmer in conjunction with his friend Chalenor Barson (who 
hardly needs an introduction to Alvis enthusiasts) started to build an advanced sports car called the 
Deroy. It did not get any where so Palmer joined the Nuffield organisation, where he helped to 
design medical equipment. 

Palmer then joined Jowett and was responsible for the design of the very advanced Javelin. As 
Jowett got into difficulties, Palmer returned to the Nuffield organisation where he was responsible 
for the design of the MG Magnette and the Riley Pathfinder. Here he met Alec Issigonis and was 
obviously close to him. When Issigonis left for Alvis, he later invited Gerald Palmer to visit him 
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thcrc and to vicw his prototype car. Pa lmer thought the car Ilot very di stinguished in appearancc, 
bcing like a Morris Oxford Series JI and unlikc ly to appea l to traditional Alvis buyers. An interest­
ing viewpoint. 

Lalcr Pa lmer went 10 Vallxhall and was involved wi th the Vi va and VielOr. The lasl part of Ihe 
book dea ls, in pathet ica ll y li tt le detai l, w ith the restoration of a Type 44 Bugatti and the 1924 Targa 
Florio Mercedes-a car that 1 saw him drive at a VSCC Race Meeting many years ago. 

This is a 1110s1 interesling vo lume of memoirs, although 1 wish Ihal the 3ulhor had not wailcd 
llnlil he was 88 10 wrile il. It is expensive for a 96 page book but there is inva luable ma tcrial in this 
volume for the sludent of what really goes on in the motor indllslry and certain ly it can be recom­
mended for the library. 

J.N.B.e. 

Model Engilleering - A FOllndation Course by Peter /-Jfrighl. 40Spp. Priee [16.95. Pllblisl1ed by 
Nexlls Special II/terests. Carel Co vers. 

Despite the title of this superb book, the subjcct maller is appl icable to anyone llsing lOols lor 
whaleve r purpose, including repa irs and re-bui lding old motor cars. The book co vers ail aspects or 
hand work, including marking out, fi li ng, bcnding metal shect, and rivcting. Now that drilling ma­
chines are so cheap, man y enthusiasts own one and Ihere is a very lI se ful ehaptcr on their use. 
Another chapter co vers the uses or modem engineer ing ad hes ives whil st another chapter covcrs 
so ldering, both hard and soft. A great part or the book concerns operaI ion of the lat he, the hrart of 
any truc workshop, bUl even 50 do not be put otT ir you do not have or intend la OWI1 a Imhe. There is 
an enorlllous alllount ofuseful informat ion in the book and evcn (hose orus who think that wc know 
quilc a lOI aboul pracl ical work, wi ll learn sOl11c lhing. 

Greally recol11mended. 
.I.N.B.e. 

Slfllbeam Aero-El/g illes by Alec Brew. 160pp. Priee [39.95. Pllblished by Airlife. 

Aller years of draught, the aera engine enthusiasl is now all110st bcing deluged with ne\\' books 
on the subject, Ih is latesl vo lume being ofa particularly speciali sed nature. The Sunbeam Company, 
apart l'rom being One of the oldest British car lllanUfaellircrs, was al so in the fore front of aUlomot ive 
techno logy, in particular in the field of motor racing. Theil" exploits in thal fie ld hardly need men­
tioning. The driving force behind the company was the ebullient Frenchman, Louis Coalalen, who 
joincd the company in 1909. 

Apart from hi s suceessful car and racing car designs, Coala lcl1 saon desiglled hi s first aero 
engine, a V8 sideva lve engine called Ihe Crusadcr. The com ing of the First World War and Ihe 
ello rmouS expans ion of av iation drave up the dcmand l'or more aero engines, and off went Coatalen. 
As the author 50 viv idly illustrates, Coatalen designed enginc aner enginc of ail sorts of conligura­
lion, wll ich wcre built in large numbers bUI \Vhieh \Vere, ta be Irulhful , less than successful. Indced 
thc sad Ihing is Ihat therc \Vas never a rea ll y good Sunbeam acro eng ine. II appca rs Ihal in tl.le race 
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ta design more and more engines, quality was lost and certain ly Coatalen did not have the saille 
ability as Henry Royee, 10 gradual1y develop an engine 10 ils fu ll poten lial. An example being the 
Arab, a V8 des ign, roughly equivalent 10 lhe famous and successfll l Hispano Suiza, whieh \Vas lIsed 
in the SE5a fighter airera ft and which suffered From bad vibration. 

An interesting feature ofSunbeam engines was that, like mosl British engines, they were named, 
the names roughly be ing those of warriors, or warlikc peoples. The Crusadcr \Vas the first, Ihen 
there was the Mohawk, the Arab, the Amazon, the Maori, the Spartan, the Dyak and so on. The 
famou s " 1000 HP Car" which lOok the Land Speed Record at just over 200 mph, was powered by 
Iwo 400 hp V'12 Matabcle engines. Later in Ihe book, the author deals \V ith the catastrophic Silver 
Bullet and its twin Vl2 24 litre "2,000 hp" engines, which fai led miserably. 

This is a sp lendid book, very weIl illustrated although rather a s li m one for the priee and 
although Sunbealll aero engines were not vcry good, they did provide sterl ing service in the First 
World \Var. Mueh of the book centres on the charaeler of Coatalen and the failures orthe engines, bu t 
nonetheless il is a IllOSI interesling volume. Full appendices list ail the enginc types and numbers 
made. A last part orthe book dea ls with other aero engine manu[\ctures in Wolverhampton which is 
interesling bul padding. 

This is a rather expensive book but for the enthusiast of the design, technology and hislOry of 
the aero engine, il is essential. 

J .N.B.C. 

~ .. : -

~~~~f.t·~::~~ {~: _ 
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A RC][-l[!CVE 
- A Selection of Pictures 

from the Past-

This selection of pholographs of Three Litres II'OS faken by me il/ circo J 964·66 il1 cor parks al 

VSCC Si/vers/olle race meetings and of CI:vsral Pa/ace. For Ille. seeing a Tlwee Litre (1/ Ihal lime 
\lias a /lOVe/ly, al/d over 30 years lalel; these picf/lres Itave, per/wps, sOlfie infereSI. IdelltificatiOI1, as 
IISI/ol. is by Dave C/l ls/wll'. - .J.N.B.C. 

Ilbove is rD 21 (No. 26/46. bO(~)l llIIlI1ber /8/44) \\Illich \lias 10sI l'ecarded IVith R. Hi/! ojWrexltam, 
seel1 here Of VSCC Si/vers/olle. Pllolo: J.N.B.C. 
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rD 2/ No. 25988, 130dy No. /8027, il/ a car park al VSCC Si/verslOl1e. PJU)/O: J.N.8.C 

rD 2/ No. 26653, Body No. /8803. 1I01V oH'lIed by J. M. Greellhalgh This was Ihe Works (Sa/es 
Deparllllenl) carfi'olll 3/6 / l a -1/62. Seen here (II Oysra/ Palace. Pho10: J.N. 8. C. 
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TD 2/. No. 26669, Bo(~.v No. /8820 ollll/ed by C. G, BOIII/el: Seell here illlhe CCII' park al Gysral 
Palace circa 1965. 1'11010: J.N IJ.C 

TF 21. No. 27372, Bo((v No. 9602. The /asl recorded OlVlle,. of rhis car II'OS C. S. Tubbs of SII'Oud 
This \l'as a ff'orks corsji-olll 1/66 ro 3/67 al/d is seell here or Gysral Palace il/ 1966. 111II/lSI/ulI'e 
beell a II/ore or less brand new car al ,he lime. Pllof(): J,N. /J.C 
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REGIONAL ROUND UP 

MIDLAND SECTION 
POST CHRISTMAS DINNER AT THE RED HOUSE 
JANUARY 12TH, 1999 

As it is sorne 20 plus years since your reporter exercised his arm at The Red House, this was an 
excellent excuse to revisit. It came about because my close friend, Mick O'Callaghan and 1 threatened 
for sorne time to spend sorne time with Ernest and Marjory Shenton and it was decided it would be 
good to swell numbers at the Midland Dinner albeit only by two. Eric Ody was contacted and booking 
made. We had had sorne snow on the drive up from deepest Hertfordshire, about enough snow to fill 
a good sized dinner plate. The warmth ofwelcome from Midland members soon dispelled any thoughts 
of snow. We foregathered at the bar end of the restaurant, the bar was soon doing brisk 
business, before sitting down to the excellent repast which your reporters' felt was very good value. 
There were 38 people in total and many weil known Midland members were in attendance. 'Die 
Familie' Buck were there 'mob handed', Ron and Hazel having changed but Iittle since we first met in the 
early 1 960's at Crystal Palace. Others present were Ernest and Marjory Shenton, Eric Ody, organising 
the event to whom thanks are surely due, Chris Taylor, numerous other Midland Section members who 
made us so wei come. Altogether a splendid evening. We might weil find it necessary to retum in 2000. 
Surprise of the evening, a certain Past President conversing with the Polish Landlady (in Polish) saying 
later, '1 didn't know 1 could swear so weIl in Polish'. 

Thank you Midland Section, we'd love to visit you again. 

MICK O'CALLAGHAN AND MIKE PRATT 

HOWARD ARMS NOGGIN AND NATTER 

By the time Christmas has passe d, we're fed up with not being able to use our cars very often, and 
we've run out of incidents from the previous season with which we can bore our fellow drinkers. So for 
the February meeting, we decided to do something a bit different, triggered by an offer from Martin 
Slater. His day job involves aeroplanes rather than cars, with a fast-growing Coventry-based outfit 
caIled Air Atlantique, and he told us ail about the company with the aid of a slide-show. 

Air Atlantique make a speciality out of putting to productive use older planes which have been 
rejected by the modernisers. So the paraIlels witholder cars were immediately obvious, and aIl the 
more so wh en we learned that there were sorne Alvis-engined aircraft in their fieet. The company 
believe, as we ail do, that they are only temporary guardians of these historie pieces of machinery, 
which are ail the more likely to survive ifthey are used regularly. 

Sorne twenty-seven souls travelled from far and wide to Iisten to Martin, and much appreciated 
the time and effort he had put in making his presentation so enjoyable. 

NICKWALKER 
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SOUTH EAST SECTION 
CHRISTMAS DINNER AT THE GREEN DRAGON, BARN ET 

Friday Il th December was the date chosen for the Annual Green Dragon Dinner and 29 members 
attended with a goodly portion of members coming from south of the Thames via the M25. Our 
President, Norman Whitton and Ena were there, Malcolm Davey, Brian Maile, Mike and Jan Baker, 
Idris Francis motored up from deepest Hampshire. There was good support from regulars as weil, 
Dave and Penny Clark, Bill and Jenny Fryer, your trusty scribe, John Pretty of Chingford Auto's, 
Howard and Loretta Pryor. South Eastern Secretary, Derek Tourie was there (a brave man) as he had 
dealt with members' reservations and deposits. Peter Galea produced a motoring quiz which kept the 
more knowledgeable entertained for ages in between courses and caused sorne head scratching. Thank 
you Peter, weil done. 

Most people agreed the meal was good value and mountains of food and a good choice of not 
necessarily Christmas fare for those that had already had their fill of Christmas dinners. Itjust remains 
to thank Bill Fryer for organising the meal, The Green Dragon for providing it, Derek Tourie for 
collecting deposits and moneys afterwards. A pleasant evening was had by ail, 1 think. 

Lastly, The Green Dragon is still going on the second Thursday, so get away from the T.V. and 
come and support us if you are within reasonable distance. We don't bite and Alvis advice and 
knowledge is free - swell the numbers now spring is coming. We hope to have a summer barbeque­
watch for details. 

MIKE PRATT 

SOUTH WEST SECTION 
DARTMOOR WALK 

Last weekend (20/3) a dedicated ifnot slightly crazy band of owners answered the cali by Jane 
and Ron Walton to join them in the middle of Dartmoor for a weekend's walking. 1 think it's only right 
that this intrepid band should be Iisted:-

Mel and Monica Grigg 
Jim Tachell TA 14 
Robert and Carmen Peel 
Chris and Margaret Webb 
Cyril, Sandy and Ted Sayer 
Geoffrey and Felicity Spencer 
Alan and Jane Frith 

TD21DHC 
TC21 

Scribe and Jan Baker 4.3 
Now you know the runners and riders and a more motIey bunch would be hard to find, by the way 

in fairness Cyril Sayer had more sense and stayed in the hotel. That also needs a mention. The Waltons 
had chosen the Two Bridges Hotel at, where else, Two Bridges. 1 think the best way to describe it 
would be 'a Tardis'; it just seemed to have large rooms running off in ail directions, with the most 
welcoming lounge with two large fireplaces to greet you as you entered. For dinner they had organised 
a private panelled room, and the food was really excellent, with a menu to suit ail tastes. 

Now to the reason we were there, the walking. They had organised a seven mile slog across the 
moors for Saturday taking packed lunches. It started with about 0 a mile up a 1 in 5 and then got worse 
as we went on the moors. Seriously, it was great. The Sayers, Spencers and Friths plus Robert were 
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Mike and .1011 Baker lIIilll Ille Wallolls and OIl1er illfrepid wolkers recoveringfrom Iheir exerlÎons. 
Phofo: Mike Baker 

ail experienced trekkies and the rcst o f us brought up Ihe rearguard. 
On Sunday Illey had Illcrcy on LIS, so JUS ! a short four-miler 10 work up an appc lite far a splcndid 

carvcry lunch. 
1 understand thal lhey have already made a provisianal baaking fo r somelime in April next year 

and 1 can do no more th an give it the thumbs up; Jan and 1 have alrcady boaked. Il is quite difficult ta 
come up wilh new ideas, bu t thi s is cenainly grem, and if we have same rai n then il rcall y will be a 
weckend for nutcascs - well donc R Oll and Jane. 

M IKE BAKER 
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