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This month the Bulle tin comes to you in a new guise. Improvements to the Bulletjn is a subj ect on which 
I ha\"c been harping in a desultory kind of way since taking over the Editor's chair just a year ago. I had always 
hoped that the Club would reach sufficient standing and numbers to warrant a magazine rather than the humble 
"Bullet in." Though there is a great deal of support for this view, there are some members who were quite 
definite that they did not see the need for changes in appearance of the monthly publication. As long as the 
" meat" in the shape of sound technical articles and interesting news was there, that was all that was required. 
In any case, good Club funds should not be squandered on mere presentation, and some even remembered that 
at one time the Club nearly floundered through ha\· iog too grandiose ideas on this. Last year we had to bow 
to t he times and put the subscription up by about 40 per cent , but showed a larger percentage of renewals than 
ever before. \Ve are now again at renewal stage, and I would ma intain that if the Club Call still attract new 
members and keep old ones as associates, even if they have sold their Alvis, its future is assured. I do not think 
that anyone will dispute that one of the most essential points is to make every member look forward to receiving 
his copy of the Bulletin every month . You will find elsewhere in this issue notices about the renewal of sub­
scriptions before the 5th June, and I would ask you to deal with this promptly. The Club is now of such a size 
that the organ isation has to be dealt with in a professional manner. The old slap-happy days of letting sub­
scriptions sljde for several months cannot be tolerated - it gives much, too much, work for already harassed 
offi cials striving to deal with the numbers on top of a full-time job of earning their living. Incidentally, enclosed 
with this Bulletin you will find the most satisfactory balance sheet the Club has ever been able to show. Con­
gratulations to the Hon. Treasurer! 

But to return to the Bulletin. For tbis issue and in future we arc receiving some assistance from the Alvis 
Company , who are providing the covers. (And the photograph on the cover of this issue). \\ 'e have also had 
the contents prin ted in the hope that it ",ill not cost much more than the previous method. This is because 
printing allows many more words to the page than any method of typescript reproduction. Norman Purclay 
has also been busy, and sold off a lot of advertising space, which greatly helps to reduce ex penses of product ion. 
\ ,r e are a lso putting the "classified" advertjsements on a loose sheet, as these are purely temporary, and not the 
sort of thing one wants to flie away with the rest of the Bulletin. \Ve end up ",ith something which is - I hope 
_ pretty concentrated value from cover to cover. There are times when I feel that I am writing far too much 
of the contents myself and that this is more than undesirable. After all, I should merely edit the contributions 
you supply me with , so 1 bope you wi ll continue to write, commenting, criticising and submitting information 
which is of interest to other members. 

I n closing, may I refer to my last month's Editorial and motoring taxation. No doubt all members will 
know that it is proposed to put up vehkle taxation by 20 per cent so that motorists wiU have to find another 
25 mi1lion pounds towards the general revenue. Out of a total of nearly £700 million of motoring taxation 
only about one-fifth will be spent on improving the roads. This most unfortw1ate situation is due to apathy 
on our part , and could be corrected if wc motorists only made enough fu ss. Successive Chancellors have gone 
on demanding more and more from motorists with some assurance that we are not sufficiently organised to resist. 
I see that Lord \Valeran, as Vice-Chairma n of the R.A. C. , did make a speech about it which appeared in the 
papers headed "Crippling Burden of Taxation," and one of the points he made was that in New South "" ales, 
for instance, it costs only 30/- per annum in tax to put a car on the road. \Vhat we need is a real Automobile 
Association which ",ill really fight in defence of motorists' interests, like it once used to do in the early part of 
this century. If you are a member why not wr~t.e to them ? 

EDWIN SHIPLEY . . 
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6enerld Secretary's Letter 

IMPORTANT . 

Please nOle lhat. if you are renewing your membership, and I hope you wi ll . your subscription was due on April 5th last. 
~hould you be in any do ubt as to whether your membership lapsed on April 4th . then yOll should contact the Treasurer at once. 
A renewal slip will be found e lsewhere in the Bulletin and NO F'URTI-IER RE:\IINDERS WILL BE I SUED. THOSE 
~1El\lBEHS WHOSE SU BSCR I PTIO:\S ARE ~OT IN TilE THEASURER'S HANDS B'{ JUNE 5th WILL, IN ACCORD. 
ANCE WITH CLUB RULES, BE RE;\lOVED FRO~J TilE REGISTER. THER EAFTER ANY ~ I Ei\IBER WJ SHl~G 
TO R ENEW WILL BE REQ U IRED TO JOI:;\ AS A NEW :\IIDIBER TAKING. OF CO UR SE, A NEW :\H!:MBEH SHIJ> 
~U:\IBEH . The membershi p list in t he ' -ea r Book wil] be based on membership as at June 5th . 

S IXTH NATIONAL A LVIS DAY, MAY 28th, AT CRYSTAL PALACE. 
Detai ls o f this event wi ll be found elsewhere in t his Bulleti n . We IIsua ll y have about 300 Alvis cars on show at this event 

th(. COl1ntry 's largest onc·make gathering - and 011 no account should you miss this meeting. Terry Re ynolds is Secretary 
of the )' Iccli ng. an d a ll enquiries should be addressec.l to him. T he en trance forms will be found enclosed with th is Bulleti n . 

ELEVENTH ANN U AL GENERAL MEETING . 
T his took place at t he Works on 26th :\larch and was attended by 42 members . The president welcomed Mr. Birks (A.O.C. 

Founder), :\Ir. Husscll (Past General Secretary) a nd :\lr . and Mrs. GunncH, who ha ve recently a rri ved here from Austral ia . 
motorin g from Bombay in t heir 12150, and are members of the A.O.e.. as we ll as prom inent members of t he AuSlTalian Alvis Car 
Club. .\n exce llent lunch was arranged by the Works. at which we were joincd by the Service Ma nager . ;\Ir. D. :\Iichie. 

Thc main fcatures of the meeting were :-
(a ) :\ Iem bership no\\' 9MO and 240 new members joined in the last year. 
Ih) Bank balance of i l 99, better than in previous years, bllt increased BuUetin costs have to be borne in mind . 
(r) The Spares Registrar had bought £700 worth of spares and sold [ 240 worth, while 665 items had been sold so far 
(d) All Officers willi ng to stand again , and were re-elected unanimously. 
(e) Proposals fo r the increase of the Associate subscription to £I 10s. Od . and improvements of the car badge referred 

fo rward to next Official~' meeting. 
1/) Celebra ti on of the Clu b's tenth Anni vcrsary to take the followi n ~ forms :~ 

(i) :'\leeting at Tenbuf}' Wells where th e Club was fo rm ed. 
(ii l .;\ special issue of the Year Book to contain more information and photographs than normal and, if the cost of 

product ion requ ires it, a c.harge of up to 51- per cop y to be made . 
(Hi ) Presentation of a trophy to the Works to be the subject o f an annual competition. 

For (il a bove It is proposed that th is meeti ng be he ld in late September or earl y October, the arrangements for whic h are 
being handled by th e Presidcnt. who would liltc to ha ve suggestions for this . 1-1 is addrcss is : Lt .-Col. E. B. Dcwey, 35 \';:nighton 
Road , Birmingham, 3 1 . 

. \ fur t her an nouncement will be made in due co urse. 

S OUTH WESTERN SECTION. 
I ha ve received no offe rs from S. \ \1 . ~tembcrs to undertake the Secretary's office, but hope that this reminder may encourage 

someone to C(l lllC forward. :'o leantime, S. \'". Section notes appear e lsewhere in the Bulletin . 

CL B CO RR ESPONDENC E, ETC. 
Please note that I shall be a broad for a shor t time early in June, and all urgent matters may be referred to John St yles. 

10 YEAR TEST TIP. 
:\. note which appeared in one of the Sect ion ~otes of last month 's Bulletin regardi ng this matter sho uld not be taken 

seriously, and I think that members wi ll appreciate that it would not be the Clu b's policy to advise members to act upon this. 

WEST ESSEX CA R CLUB NATIONAL SPEED TRIALS - MARCH 19th. 
The Spares Registrar took his blown 4.3 Single-seater to the National Speed Trials run by the West Essex Car Club at North 

Wealcl acrodrome on :\larch 19th . His time of 23 .3 seconds for the stand ing half mile was fourth best o ut of an entry of 85 cars. 
The Alvis was vanquished by two racing Coopers (one of lhem supercharged ), and a ver y spec ia l X KSS 3.8 J ag uar wit h Weber 
carburat ion a nd so me 300 B.H . P . 

T he 4.3 was unaffected by being taken over 5, 000 Lp.m. in the lower gea rs, and was showing 4,800 r .p .m . in top gear over 
the l;nish line - a speed of 126 m.p.h ., and an average of just under 80 m.p.h . over the whole distance. Punclits calcu late t he 
enA'ine Tllust be giving around 240 B .H .P. 

MR . AND MRS. G. B . STOKES. 
As a mark of the Clu b 's very great appreciation of their se rvices in printing and distri buting the Bulletin for no less than ~ 

iss ues, :'o l r. an d :'\Irs. Stokes were presen ted at the A.G.:\1. with a record player, and Bem a rd was a lso asked to accept H on . 
:'o lembership for his outsta nding services te the Club. Just before Bcrnard found it necessary to be relieved of this enormo us 
task , the Bulleti n involved the printing a nd distrib ution of approximate ly 13,000 sides of foolscap every month, and members 
wi ll be well aware o f the efficiency with which u1is task was carried out . 

In expressmg our gratitude to Bernard and his wife for this enormous contribution to t he successfu l functioning of the Club, 
we should like to say that we look forward to seeing them both at future Club meetings. and wish them a ll the very best for the 
fut ure. 
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Section Nems 
SOllTH-EASTERN SECTION : Secretary - T. F . REYNOLDS. AMB. 870~ 

2, Cambridge Square. London, W .2. 

6th National A lvis Day. 
This will take place on May 28th at the Crystal Palace , and is the premicl"cvent of the year. It. will. I hope, be the meeting 

place (or even more Club members than before. Proceedings will start at 10 a.m. with the judging of the Concours cars; there 
wi ll be a b reak between 12 noon and 2 p.m. for lunch. The driving tests will commence at 2 p.m. This year there wi ll be an 
Award for the best Lady driver competing ill any Alvis car irrespective of type (the car not the Lady!) 

This idea oC a Lady's Award was first tried at O UT Cambcrley meetings, which produced an entry of five; this, I think. 
is encouraging when onc considers the natural modesty of the weaker sex : I hope that those first h\'e gallant girls wi ll this time 
be reinforced by some more stalwarts. Remember , if your husbancl, boy friend or what have you, is a member vou can enter. 
Entry forms and regulations will be found attached to this Bulletin, and J would beg all of you to let me have YOllT entry forms 
as soon as possible. Don 't forget the closing date which means exactly what it says! 

:\'ow for the snags. This year there has been some vast reconstructio n goi ng On at Crystal Palace, whic h has by no means 
been completed . There will not be available the same amount of space that we have enjoyed in previolls years. For thili reason 
it will not be possible to hold the cavalcade. nor \\"ill it be possible to have the "sell and buy spares stall" wh ich has always been 
manned heroically by Spares Reg ister Clinkard. He will. however, be al the ci rcuit to gin advice to all and sundry . I also 
hope to have in attendance some experts from ;\'Iessrs. FERODO. the brake people , who will be happy to advise any member 
on his particular braking problem. . 

I apologise in advance for any inconvenience, hoping by this to foresta ll any letters of compla int after the evcnt . I wonder 
ho\\ sllccessful l shall be. 

Coach a nd Horses, Greenwich. 
We were able last month to acquire a projector which enabled us to show various Alvis films The highlight of the evening 

was a film of the 1928 Le ~Ians showing the paces of the F .W . D. Alvis - very impressive. Some thirty odd members were 
present. and a good time was had by all. 
Duke o f York. 

Douglas Burgoyne reports :- "A very pleasant evening was enjoyed by about a dozen members at the Duke o f York last 
month , and a good coll ection o f cars was rather dwarfed by a vast T .A. 14 shooting+brake, now being used, we hear, for furniture 
removals . Very adaptable these Alvises ." We were glad to hear that the Triumph Club has chan~ed its meeting date so one 
of our long+stancJing members will now be able to attend our meetings III his T. R.2." 

Meetin~ at the Punchbowl, Dorking. 
An increased attendancc at t he meeting on 11 th Apnl resulted In a pleasant evening Il IS to be hoped that WIth the comln§,: 

of finer weather and long light evenings more members will take a run down to Dorklllg on the second Tuesday ea(' h month. 

Frida\' 
Tucs<iay 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Thursda\' 
Tuesday' 
Sunday 

5th: 
9th: 

10th : 
11 t h : 
18th : 
23rd : 
28th : 

MEETINGS FOR MAY 
Angel Hotel, Bury St. EdmuncJs 
The Punchbowl, Reigate Road, Dorking 
Duke of 'York, Ct. West Road, Brentford 
Coach and Horses, Greenwich Market. S.E. 10 
Warren Wood, Epping ~ew noad (A. 11) 
Black Bull, Victoria Road. Ruislip 
KATIO~AL ALVIS DAY - CRYSTAl. PALACE. 

MIDLAND SECTION : Secretary E. P. OAKMA~, B .E.1'I. , 
40, Broel(s Hill Drive, Oadby, Leicester. 

Meetings During May. 

Mr 13. H . Clinkard. 
i\lr . John Styles. 
~lr . Douglas Burgoyne. 
Mr. Bob Drury. 
Mr. Reg Holland 
i\lr Terry Rf'ynolds . 

Oadby 5454 . 

Tuesday, May 16th, 7-30 p .m. onwards - T he Man at A rms, Bitteswell , near Lutterworth. 
1 hope to be p resent at this meeting to arrange for some slides to be shown. There is a good car park, a nd it \·,'111 give us the chance 

of seeing members' cars prior to Crystal Palace. 1 do hope that members with prc+\\·ar cars will make a 51 occial effort to attend, 
as our last meeting attracted TA 14s, TA 21s, TC 21 /100sonl)' : T a lways think that Speed 20s, 25s, etc., look most impressive 
a long side the Post \ Var types. 
Sunday, May 28th - Crystal Palace, London. National A lvis Day. 

One can see the largest collection of ALVIS Cars on this day, and 1, do hope that as many l\tidland members as possible will 
Olai<e the trip, and we will have a good showing in the Driving Tests . If you wish to join the team event, please let Ran Buck 
know at once. 

J received a report from 1\t r. Blackham deali ng with our first meeting recently held at The Puncll H ouse, MON"MOUTH . 
Those members who travelled to 'Man mouth spent an enjoyable evening. and Mr . Blackham has kind ly a·;reed to arrange another 
of these in the Autumn, when I hope a few more of our West Midland and Welsh members will attend . He is rc+building a 1924 
1240, recently " found" in an old barn, and has already had her running . 

The recent meeting at HOTON was well attended. We are grateful to ~Ir . Hesketh for the ,,,se of a 16 m .m. projector for 
show\Ilg ALV IS Day films, which were really enjoyed. Members thought the 1960 fiJm cx.:ellf'·ut. 

Geoff Halt made the arrangements at the Packc Arms, including a most excellent supper. Members in th ~ Nottingham area 
ma\' wish to know that !\lr . Halt can supply spares for Post War Cars from stock. at Messrs. l"";arnetts, of Nottingham 

. MIDLAND ALVIS DAY. Sunday, July 9th. ChurCh Lawford Aerodrome (near Ru~by). Plans at the moment 
include a drive from Coventry to Church Lawford, Concours and Driving Tests. Please note the date. 

I am looking forward to meeting members at Crystal Palace. 
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GARNETS 
Lentan Lane, Dunkirk, nattingham 

TELEPHONE NOTTINGHAM 72173 

DISTRIBUTORS 
FOR 

--

SALES SERVICE 

SPARES 
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GATEHOUSE MOTORS 
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* :1 Litres 

1 HAMPSTEAD LANE 
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Section News cont. 
NORTH ERN SECTION: Secretary - F . ROBINSO'K, Heat en l .... loo r 7431. 

S, Q ueensway, Mancllcster, 19. 
We go to press too earl y for me to be able to commmt on the April events, other than to say that the meeting at Haslingden 

enjoyed a fuU house, and that t he meeting in Durham was gratifyingly well attended, and the fi lm show was most interesting, 
thanks to Messrs . Betterton a nd Tatchell . 

Meetings in May (All at 8-00 p.m. ) 
Tuesday, 9th - The Wool pack Hotel, Haslingden, Lancs., on A.680, 1 ~ miles south of I-£aslingdcn village. Sandwi ches 

have been laid on for this meeting. Peter Cameron-Clarke will be tllcre. 
Thursday, 11th - Rosetree Inn, Sedgeflcld Road , a mile south of Durham. This meeting is now pennanent a t t his 

venue on each second Thursday of the month . Mr . A. J . Bettcrton will act as host. Last month Mr. 1. D. On motored from 
Glasgow in his Speed 25 to be there. 

Monday, 15th - The Sun Inn, Colton, near Tadcaster, Yorks . The Vice·Chairman, Laurie Halliwell, will be present. 
Thursday, 17th - The Wil ton Arms Hotel , Manchester Road, Denton, Manchester. 
Alvis Day, Crystal Pa lace - May 28th. Don' l forget lO inform the Chairman, J ohn Brownbridge, lngrow House, 

Ingrow Lane. I<eighley , Yorks., if yo u a re keen to represent the Northern Section in the driving tests for the In ter-Section Shield 
at this event. All offers welcomed. 

International Alvis Trophy Event, S h erburn·in Elmet Airfield, Yorkshire, on t he occasion of Northe rn Alvis Day 
on June 25th . We now have two kind offers to represent the Alvis Owner Cl ub in these driving tests against the Australian 
Alvis Club of Victoria, the New Soutb Wales Alvis Club, and the 12 50 Registe r . Ken Ledbrook wi ll drive his 3-litre (6 cyl. 
closed car), a nd Peter Cameron-Clarke will drive his T .A . 14 (4 cyl. closed car). We still req uire entries fo r the 4 a nd 6 cyl. open 
cars. Any offers ? 

This even t will be run off whilst the Concou rs judging is taking place , and the l\orthern Alvis Day driving tests wi ll be run 
in the a fte rnoon. 

Ne"" JJ.letll be,' ... 
Saml: and .Vo. Addrl:ss J 'lode! a"d R eg'l. mId Chassis a,ul S ectiou 

Year Eng . . Vo. Car N o. 

Howell. L. T. 22, Church Crescent. C. Eagle EOB.929 14526 
2073 Finchley. N.3 . 1938 15006 19429 S.E. 

Baxter. J . w . 3a, Milton Road, 25.53 Se. ERW. 547 14665 
2074 Herne Hill , S.E . 24 . Sp.25 15150 20 1 fJ.7 S.E . 

1939 

Walker. I. H. H. The Brackens, So uth Zeal , 3 litre MGJ . 551 24124 
2075 Okehampton , Devon 1951 24124 S.W. 

P hillip , H . 36. Shrubbery Street, 12/70 DRW. 209 12959 
2076 Kidd erminster . 1938 15853 19529 Mid. 

Morris, C. A. J . 6, Evelyn R oad, S.B. 19.82 FG . 8989 109 18 
2077 Richmond , Surrey 1933 11368 15738 S.E. 

Heath, \" . 48 , Milbourne Lane. S . Crest LS. 8909 1-1599 
2078 Eshcr , Surrey 1939 14561 S.E . 

Foster, F . 238, l';:irkstall Road, S . Eagle UD. 7406 12-153 
2079 Leeds, 4. 1936 12903 ~thn . 

Dyer, B. L. J. 35, Cheste r R oad, Audley TC. 21 /100 215 FRE 25673 
2080 Stoke-on-Trent . 1955 25673 25673 :'ILid. 

Wilson, A. R. 63 , Twyford Avenue, TA. 14 FIVF.50 2 171 3 
2081 Fortis Green, N .2. 1949 21444 21 71 3 S.E. 

Hopkinson, Capt. R. Flat 3, Kithu rst Hill, TC. 21 BMC.546 25451 
2082 StorriLlgton, Sussex . 1954 25451 25451 S.E . 

Browne , H . C 16, Elmclon Road , C. Eagle EGC. 157 18938 
2083 Acocks Green, Birmingham, 27 TB. 25.63 

1938 
14979 Mid. 

Bishop, D. 44. Witt Road. Fair Oak, 1270 FUU.700 20058 
2084 N r. EastJeigh , Hants . 1939 20058 S.E . 

Dobbs, K. J . 56, West Way, Edgware, TA. 1-1 NHK. 88O 21950 
2085 i\'liddJesex. 1938 21950 2 1950 S.E. 

Phoen ix, J. I. .. Redstone, " Birkenhead, TA . 14 GCA.621 23670 
21 86 Road, Meals, Wirral. 1950 23670 Nthn . 

Marshall , Capt. P . E . 32, Sand ford Road, Sp . 20 JR. 2776 11 958 
2087 Che ll11s (ord , Essex . 1935 12408 16920 S.E. 

\\"i1son, R. C . B. P .O. Glenville, 4.3 ItL 
2088 Bulawayo, Southern Rhodesia . 1938 O/Seas. 
Allma n, H . l. :'It. 28, Grange Road, B,ishop's TA. 14 Kl:B.663 20588 
2089 Storlford , Herts. 1947 2 1652 S.E . 

Good, R. S. 3, The Green, Long Lawford . TA. 14 HXP . 523 20788 
2090 Rugby, Warks. 19-17 207~8 20788 :'I Ud . 

God!Tey, J . \\" . 29. Hargrave Hoad, SB. 31.48 DTX. 663 148:17 
209 1 i\ laidcnhead. Berks. 1939 15322 19989 S .E . 
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Notes anti Notices 
Our Last M onth 's Cove r Sheet . 

This photograph does not seem to have stimulated much inte rest , in that 1 only received onc solution to the p uzzle . This 
was from )'lr . W. R. Harbord , of Mansfield , and was correct. The Speed 20 belonged to Cbarles FoUett who was, at that t ime, 
the sole distributor of Alvis cars in London. The Event was the B .A.R. C. Meeting of March 14th, 1936, in which he fin ished 
first . )I T. Harbord a lso te lls me that t he picture appeared as a full-page advertisement in " The Motor" dated November 29th , 
1936. 

Eng ineering Work. 
The Edito r has, from t ime to time, odd ite ms of engineering work , and i t is becomi ng increasingly difficul t tu find a fi rm 

who will undertake smal1 "one o ff" jobs. re a ny member sho uld know of a fi rm who ca n underta ke small machi ni ng, welding 
or fabri cation jobs in shee t metal and the like he would be most interested to have Ulc ir name and address. A one·man conce rn 
might do, and preferably it should be in t he West London area. 

This Mooth 's Cover Sheet . 
The photograph has been provided for us by the Al vis Compan y. I fce l that th e new version of the Bullet in shou ld a lso 

have the new version of t he car on its cove r. It is, however , surrounded by sketches of ear lier versions to show that these have 
not been forgotten. 

The Autocar Ha ndboo k . 
A copy of t his was rece ived a ll the da y of going to press, so it is impossible to give it a detailed revi ew. Th is is t he la test 

version o f a Hand book which has been a recognised guide for ove r 50 years for the owner·dri ver who wants a clear picture of how 
his car works, It is re-written from t ime to time, and t he new edition is now on sale price 12s. 6d . It is profusely illus trated 
with diagrams a nd drawings of engines and components, so shou ld be very usefu l to a nyone wishing to broaden h is knowledge 
of automobile engineerin g. As wel! as the engine a nd chass is. bod ywork and the elect r ical system are discussed , and the latte r 
chapter includes wiring diagra ms. 

Ampthill Gala Week , 28th June - 1st July. 1961. 
We have been asked to inform mem bers about t his even t. which includes a Vin tage and Vetera n Car Rally a t Ampthill Park, 

Bed fordshire, on t he 1st July, 1961. There will be a m ileage competition and a Concours D' Elegance, The clos ing da te for 
entries is the 20th May, a nd fu rther details ma y be obta ined from nonald L. Holt, IS, Dukes Road , Ampt hi ll , Bedfordshire. 

Combined O ne-Make Club Driving, T ests. 
To be held at Crystal Palace on June 25th. Would a nyone interested in entering for th is event get in touch wi th the Corn · 

petition Secre ta ry as soon as possi ble? We would like to fie ld a t least t wo teams of three cars, plus reserves . 
Volunteers a re a lso required to act as ma rshals. Names please to t he Compet it ion Secretary. 

Letters to ti,e Editor 
Fro m Be rna rd Sto kes : 

Trust you had a good jo urney home on Sunday, and that my notes wiB be of some use. 
Perhaps in yo ur wTite-u p you will convey my than ks again to the Club for their very ki nd and generous gesture. J am su re 

we sha ll both enjoy ma ny pleasant hours listening to the record player (st ereo and mon·aura)). 
It is most gratifying to k no w that the service we ha ve endeavoured to give has been so well received . 
1 al so feel it is a very great dist inct ion to have been made an Honorary ;\ lem be r - it feels like being promoted t o t he " '-)a ll 

of Fame," It is also true to say t hat , a lthough I do not own an Alvis at t he moment, I am s t ill more in terested in the marque 
than an y other, and a lthough retiring fro m act ive participat ion in Clu b affa irs, we both hope not to lose touch with t he many 
fr iends we have made. 

Shall t Ty to be wit h you at Crystal Palace, and, of CO::Jrsc, ) lidland Alvis Day. 
) lrs. Stokes has a lso wri tten expressing her thanks, and stating t hat t he record player has a lready give n them m uch pleasu re. 

Unfort unately, space does not permi t pri nting both letters in fu ll.- Eo. 

Ca,' Batteries 
The Consumers' Association has recenLly carried out tests on a num ber of car batteries, and I feel su re tha t the reS\1 lts of 

these wi ll be of intc rest to ma ny. Perhaps I shou ld first in t rod uce the Cons umers' Associa ti on fOT t he benefit of those who arc 
not aware of its existence. T hls is an independent non· poli tical a nd non· profit ma king bod y with a membership o f a q uarter of a 
m ill ion . I t p ubli shes a mont hly magazi ne called" lVl/ i cll" wi th the results of its invest igations . 

The items it tests are purchased over the counter withou t a ny indication o f t hei r disposal. The C. A. never a ccepts items 
supplied by manufacturers d irect . The Assoc iation does not have its own laboratories, and the tests are carried o ut by the 
research departments ot Univers ities, technica l colleges Of other specialis t organisations. 

The specificat ions for tests arc drawn up by the C.A. with the co--operation of professional adviseTs. ror certain items. 
pa rt icula rl y domest ic equipment , "user" tests are also arra ngcd so tha t the resu lts have a p ractical as well as a scientific backi ng:. 
R eaders will , therefore, apprec iate that the results of a ny tests can be of grea t help to anyone lookin g for t he best value for money, 
the greatest reliabil ity or any other technical quality. 

As a member myself, I would mention that the magazine. with deta ils of some half a dozen product tes ts each month, COIlH!S 

to you for an a nnual sub3c ription of £ 1, and the add ress is The Cons u:ners' Association Ltd " 14, Buckingham Street, Lond on . 
W ,e.2. 

Now to t he particular tests on car batteries. I have their pe rmission to quote from the press release which includes some 
of the salient points (rom the article in the Apnl issue of " Which." 

CA. tested 23 brands of car batteries and compared tbem for capaci t y and power , ease o f servicing and functiona l d es ign . All 
'were 12 volt 7 plate bat t eTies, suitable for most small British ca rs. 
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Car Batteries cont. 
The car batteri es for C. '-\ .'5 tests were bought by C. A.'s shoppers at va r ious ga rages in t he ~orth and South of Engla nd-

" W hich ]" reports t hat on four of the brands bo ught, an unasked-for disco un t was given ; ra nging li p to 30 pe r cen t . 
C.A.'s ma in tests we re o f :-
(i) capa city - ho\\' long each bat ter y could go on pe rform ing its var ious tasks . 
(ii) power - t he rate at which each battery could provide t he large q uantity of energy needed by a car 's st aTtc r . )' Power " 

tests were carried o ut when the ba tteries were full y cha rged a nd whe n partly discharged . 
Both t he above tests we re under taken at 70"F. an d at 20"F . to sce t he e ffec t on t he batter ies of wann a nd of cold win ter 

weather . 
(iii) s e lf-disch a r ge - the loss of charge while a ca r stands idle . (T he higher th e sell-charge figure. t he more frequent ly 

an id le batter y wi ll need a ttention). 
Capacity, power a nd self-discha rge tests we re ca rried o ut d ur ing the batteries' optimum performance per iod , i.~ .. afte r 3 

or 4 discha rges. 
17 out of tbe initi a l 23 batte ries s urvived the above three initial performan ce tests a nd were submitted t o end urance tests, 

which s imulat ed the electrical pattern a car battery experi ences in use . Six further batter ies were e limina ted d ur ing t he endu r­
a nce tests. Alter this t he tests (i) and (ii ) above were repeated . 

" Which ?" a lso conside rs as good functional design a ny feature o f tlle ba ttery 's construct ion that he lps to keep t he top dry . 
c lean and corrosion free, sllch as t he e fficient spray traps and anti -corrosion washe rs (s upplied wi th t wo makes) . They lo und 
that a batter y cannot be judged by its s ize and weigh t which bore no relation to pe rforma nce . 

. , W hich ?" s umma rises the gua rantee offered by t he manufacturers : primary (free replacement or repa ir ) and second ary 
(proportional rebate on price) g ua rantee periods were lound to var y considerably , bll t genera ll y " Which ? .. found t ha t the dearer 
the batte ry the longer t he guaran tee period - (ra m 2 years guarantee and 2 years pro rata insurance for the O UHA LJ FE 
P L US 2, to 6 months a nd 6 m onths for the B UC I\: LAN O CADET. 

Under " Conclusions" to t he report " Which ?" summarises and tabulates t he test resu lts. quoti ng advantages and disad ­
vantages. 

" lVhich ?" arrives a t a q uadruple BEST B UY, a fter taking in to accoun t t he resul ts of a ll tests, price and gua ra nt ees -
DACE~ ITE, S ILVER EX IDE each cost £9 Is. Gd ., EX IDE D OU BLE- LIFE a nd OL D HA')l .\l AjOH £ 10 13s. Od. 

CLUB OFFICIALS 
Editor of the Bulleti n : G . Cpt. Edwin Shipley, 

Englefie ld Lodge , ;\ Iidd le Hill , Egham, Surrey. Egham 2948 

Assistant Secre t a r y W . j . Styles. Wh ite Ladies, E well , Su rrey. Ewe ll 4425 
& Cara van S ectio n ; 

F rom whom all ca r badges Ul Is .) , brooch a nd butto n hole badges (Ss .), ties (14s.), transfers (Is.), blazer badges (35s .) , 
key r ings (6s. ), repai r m anuals fo r 1932,9 models (l 2s . 6el. ), and back bu lle tins may be Obtained . All cheques to 
be made payable to :\ .o.C. 

Treasurer : A. W . Crompton , 74 , The ;\Iount , York York 25205 

Technica l Adviser R. E . Spain, 203, Cla re Road , St anwell , Staines. :\ti ddlesex . 
(Pre-wa r Car s ) : 

R .A . C. Asso c ia te Mem bership j . C. Stephen, 40A. Ju nction Road, 1\. 19. AR Chway 4140 
& T echnka l A dviser (P ost-wa r Ca rs ) : 

Press & Publicity Officer: 

Spares Registra r : 

Competition S ecr etary : 

:\ . D. Purday, 26, Stanfield Road , Quin tan, B 'ham 32. CE~ 3784. Daytime 
l-I a r borne 41 19 Evening 

Lt.-Cdr . B . H . Cli nkard , Pum p F ann. Assington, By Colcheste r Bures 378 

N . T . For bes-;\ Ia rsden, S St . ;\ li chael"s Hoad , Sandhurst , :\ r. Cam be rJey, 
Surrey . 

The n a m es and a ddress es o f S ectio n S ecreta ries w ill h e found at 
the h eads o f their le tters in the Bulle tin. 

The following h a ve kindly unde r tak en to o p e r a te tbe C lub Services mentio n ed :-
C lub Insura n ce Brok er : E nquiri es to T . I. Dale· Ha rris, ;\ Icssrs. C. Howard & Sons. 

10 1 Leaden hall S t. , London, £ .C.3. AVE nue 475 1 

Pre-War Ca r Reg istra r: I\: . M. I-I arris, Camel Green , Alde rholt , Nr. F ord ingbridgc, Ha nts . 
Instruction Manual Loans: j . E . 1\ lason . 47, Fairfax Road , Sout h Ham pstead , N .\.v .6 . 
Loan period 14 days on rece ipt of posta l order lor 1'- or stamps , a nd cheq ues for £ 1 made payable to A .D.C., re turn­
a ble on rece ipt of ma nual. This service is strict ly for use of members onl y. 

Photogra ph Albums: A. H. B uck , Westfield . Leek Road , Stock-"ton Brook , Stoke-a n-Tren t . 
May be borrowed for a period of 14 days on receipt of two checlues , one pa yable to )'lr. Buck for 5 - to cover postage, 
a nd one to the Club fOT £5. The la tte r wil l be returned when ~ I r . Buck receives the a lb ums in good cond ition. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
U nder the new org anisation a ll a d vertisements . S ection S ecretaries ' N o tes and m a tter for the 

Bulle tin must r each me by 20th o f the month for inclusion in the fo llowing iss u e : 
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WINFORTON MOTORS 

DISTRIBUTORS FOR HEREFORD SHIRE. 

WE ARE ENDEAVOURI NG TO LA Y ON A COMPLETE SERVI CE FOR A,O. C. 

"rEMBERS COVERI NG SALES, SPARES, SERVI CE , ETC. 

SOME DETAILS ARE LISTED BELOW. 

HYDRAULIC BRAKE CONVERSION 

THE AUTOCAR H AVE RE CENTLY TESTED A CA R FITTED \\,ITH THIS, 
AND THEIR TEST F I GURES \\'lLL BE PUBLISHED SHORTLY. 

THIS CONVERSION IS )lOT REPEAT, )lOT SUPPLIED I N KIT FORM AND 

COSTS £35, I NCLUDING FITTI NG. 

SPEED TWENTY R ECONDITIONED ENGINES. 

£90 AND YOUR OLD UN IT I NCL UDING FITTING. EX CH ANGE BRAKE 
SHOES READY LI NED, £9 Os. Od. SET. HEAn' DUTY BRAKE CABLES FOR 
SERVO BRAKES ONLY OBTAINABLE FROM US, £ 1 10s. Od. EA CH. ENORMOUS 
STO CK OF NEW AND SE COl\D-HA)lD SPARES, INCL UDI NG RE\ ', COUN TERS 
AND SPEEDOMETEl~S , \\'INDo\\ ' WINDING ME CH ANISMS, DOOR HANDLES, 
ETC. 

ALWrlYS A GOOf) SELECTION OF ALVIS CARS FOR SALE 1l'HfCH H AVE 
BEEN THfW UGH OCR II 'ORI, SHOP, AiYD ARE I N FIRST-CL ASS MECH ANI CA L 
all DEll. 

FOR YO UR XE\\, OR SECO)lD-H AND ALns, 

I X FA CT, FOR AXYTHING ALVIS, CONTACT: 

WINFORTON MOTORS 
\n~FORTOX, HEREFORDSHIRE. 

T elephO'lIe : Eardisley 337. 



• 

• 

DVNLOP 
The tyres fitted 

as standard equipment 

by the majority of 

British car 

manufacturers 


