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Cover car: 
The delectable Speed 25 
of American Section Secretary, 
J. H. Grotz. 
(see Readers Write) 

RED TRIANGLE 
AUTOSERVICES LIMITED 

Common Lane, Kenilworth, 
Warwickshire 

Telephone Kenilworth 57303 
Have taken over the entire stock of spares 
from Alvis Ltd. Coventry. 

With the approval of Alvis Ltd. 
continue to provide Spares and 
Facilities for ail Alvis Owners. 

they will" 
Servicing 

PLEASE CONTACT : 

KONI 
Shock Absorber 
Agents 

MR. DAVID MICHIE, Managing Director 
(formerly A/vis Service Manager) 

or 
MR. ROLAND SIM MONS 

(formerly A/vis Service Engineer) 
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ALL MOD ELS 

GOOD SPARES SERVICE AND 

SALES OF SECOND HAND VEHICLES 

CONTACT D. W. KITCHENER D. G. T. RUSSELL 
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Instruction Manua ls and Phot ograph Albums 
(Thesc may be borrowcd by MEMBERS ONLY against a dcposit, by cheque payab le to A.O.C. whicil will 
be rcturncd whcn the rnanual/albul11 is rcturncd . Please send separatc chcquc or P.O. ta ,over postage.) 

Manuals (Deposit I3, posrage 15p): N. Whilton, 185 Wimbledon Park Road, London. S.W.18. 
Albums (Deposit I5. posrage 75p) : A. R. Huck, Westficld, Leck Road , Stock ton Brook, Stoke-on-Trent. 

Importan t Notices 
Ali material for the Bulletin must reach the Editor by the 15th of each month for inclusion in the following 
issue. Advertisements to reach the Editor by the 25 th ITHESE CANNOT BE ACCEPTE D OVER THE 
TE LEPHON E I. Ali remittances should be made payable to the "A LVIS OWN E R CLUB" and not ta individuals. 

Changes 01 address should be notilied to the MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY. 

INTER-REGISTER CAR DRIVING TESTS, 20th JUNE 
The member clubs of the Inter-Register Club take it i n turns to or­

ganise events, and the 12/50 Register a l ways run a driving test event at 
AIton Towers (a stately home near Uttoxeter) on the day after V. S . C.C. 
Quiton Park. This year is no exception, and is bound ta be an extremely 
pleasant day out for the family. There is a lot of entertairument for the 
children l aid on, and one can eat on the premises or ·::' ake a picnic. 

The Midland Section are holding a Social Event at AIton Towers to 
coincide wi th the Inter-Register meeting, in arder that members can e njoy 
flot only the amenities of AIton Towers for their children but can also 
see fine turn-out of vintage Alvis cars doing battle with Fiat5, O.M.15 , 
Humbers, Austins and the Iike - no doubt, with their us ual outstanding 
success . 



A Tribute to Laurie Halliwell 

Ove r the past twe nt y years, words of mine have appeared in the 
Bulletin from time ta time, mos tly in light-hearted vein. These present 
words however, are penned in s hocked a nd sombre mood, to pay t ribute to a 
most valued membe r of t he Club - and moreover, to a great personal fri e nd, 
Laurie Ha lliwe ll. 

Hi s passing , at the age of 47, i s both tragic and premature a nd stil l 
seems ta me as something of a bad dream. What i t must have meant to June 
a nd their family must be beyond descr i ption. l can only hope that the r ea l 
s ympathy and loving thoughts of their friends may have been sorne comfort 
to them, for t hese the y have had in l arge measure since the news was known . 

Laurie' s ori g inal connections are of course , with the Northern 
Section, whi c h he f irst joined in 1954, making a n immedi ate impact as a 
first - class organiser. Happy memories of excellent events in the North 
come back as one peruses old copies of the Bulletin, the s uccess of most 
of them being due t o Laurie' s expertise . It was at this time that we be­
came c l ose friends , a 10ng with Wilf Powell, Henry Newton, Frank Munro, 
Norman Routledge, John Gurney a nd othe r old Northern "hands". 

1 was therefore delighted when, on becomi ng Chairman of the Club in 
1960 , the Club agr eed with me that Laurie should be Vice-Chairman, or, as 
it then was , Chairman- Elect. The years t hat follO\ved of my Chairma ns hip 
and s ubsequently of hi s own occupancy c f the Cha ir was a t ime of collab­
oration a nd close , harmonious relationship between us . The Club owes mu ch 
ta hi s soli d Yorks hire qualities a nd wise influence. 

No-one , it i s said - particularly nowadays - is indispensab l e or 
irreplaceable. This is undoubtedly true , as far as organised bodies of 
any sort a r e conc e rned, but those of us who had the great pleasure of 
being his friends, know that his passing leaves a gap for us whi c h can 
never be filled. The Club has s uffered a notabl e loss and l a m sure that 
l speak for a I l memhers in acknowl e dg ing gratefully the work a nd effort 
that Laurie pu t in to a Il his Club duties . l a m equally sure tha t June 
a nd hi s family can count on every assistance they may need from the wide 
circle of Laurie's friends in the Club. 

l am grateful for his fri e ndship and praud of my assoc iation with 
him both inside a nd outside the Club over so many years . 

J .E. B. 

Chairman's Column 
At our Annual Ge ne ral Meeting held on Sunday, 4th April (a report on 

which appears elsewhere in thi s issue), members were discussing in general 
terms the acute s hortage of Alvi s cars and, in particular , the l arge num­
ber of cars both pre and post war residing in garages and sheds aI l over 
the country a waiting, or undergo ing, restoration whi c h, in c ert a in cases , 
has been going on for up ta fifteen years . 

l believe the re must be hundreds of cars in varying s tages of 
r est oration , or awa iting restorat ion, and it would be of great interest to 
the Club if a register of these cars could be compil ed with brief details 
as to the amount of work a1ready undertaken, the amount still ta be do ne 
and the approximate date of compl et ion. 1 would b e very grat eful, there ­
fore, if members would be kind enough to let me have information on these 
lines to enable a list to be prepared. 

If you own an Alvis which is unlike ly to be restored for time , health 
or financial reasons, and you are anxious ta find a home for this car, 
perhaps yOll would eare to let me have details whe n l can arrange to publish 
these in future issues of the Bull et in as l know there are Many members in 

than the Alvis cost me i n 6 years ownership. There must be a mora l some ­
where! 

The body of the TAl4 was aIL aluminium and if my memory serves me 
correct it was between 3 and 5 cwt . li ghter than the standa rd coach built 
saloon. The top speed was around 90 mph, a nd had the front not been built 
like a t a nk it may weIl have done the ton. 

The reason for this 'special' was l be l i eve due to the Alvi s chassis 
being avai labl e in greater numbers tha n the coach makers could provide 
the bodies , he nce the number of ' special s ' around this time mainly built 
as s t a tion wagons . 

l sti ll have a 1932 Speed 20 which l have been rebuilding in fits 
a nd bursts for t he last 7 years, and wi ll one day settle down and make a 
body for it - the trouble with owning a Garage appear s to be that customers 
cars al ways come first, and the time available for uninterruptable work 
on the Speed 20 is - and has been - nil. 

New members 
Name Address Year & 

Model 
64 Newbold Terrace East-,---­

Engine 
No . 

Stallard ,M. J . 
4352 (M) Newbold Comyn, 1928 

Leamington Spa, liarks. S/Eagl e 8365 
Buley ,K. B. 186 Ashridge liay , 1946 
4353 (SE) Sunbury, Middx. TA14 20789 
Evans,D.T. Llaindelyn,Llanrhystyd, 1960 
4354 (M) Cards . TD21 26461 

,.lllI'tin,C.li.P. 38 Southfield, 1965 
4355 (N) Hessl e , E. Yorks. TE21 27281 
Ho dges,H. 563 Oldham Road, 1947 
4357 (N) Rochdale, La nes . TA14 21553 
Sharp, A.G. 297 New North Road, 1932 
4358 (SE) Ha inault,Ilford,Essex. 12/60 
Re dfern,Dr.J.S. lihitchurc h Road, 1965 
4359 (M) Wellington ,Telford ,Sa lop.TE21 27236 
Litc hfield,F.C. 7 Porte r s Croft , 1963 
4360 (M) Harbourne ,Birmingham 17.TD21 26674 
Hey ,J .M. 26 Whi tegates Rond , 1939 
4361 (N) Middleton,Manc hester. Sp.25 15124 
Wool stenho lmes ,I .30 Park Road, Deeping 1937 
3005 (M) St .James, Peterborough. Sp.25 148 04 

1930 
TJ 12/5 8932 

Moore ,R.F. 21 Colson Garde ns , 1954 
4362 (SE) Loughton , Essex . TC21/1oo 25756 
Stone,T.H. 10 Ipswich Crescent, 1935 
4363 (M) Great Barr , B'ham 22A. F/bird 

' Nops ,P .J. Staff Offic ers Mess , 1963 
4364 (SE) H. ~1. Dockyard ,Portsmouth. TD21 
Roper Ma r s hall,N.M. 57 Chal combe Close , 1930 
820 (SW) Littlestone,Bristol , S/Eagle 

BSR 6EP 
89 Harestone Valley Rd. ,1932 

13294 

26992 

8644 

Chassis 
No. 

7914 

20789 

26461 

27281 

21553 

27236 

26674 

14640 

18701 

8436 

25756 

12844 

26992 

13078 

Shutler,C .C. 
4365 (SE) 
Grai nger, A.G . 
4366 (SE) 
Shelley,A.J . 
436 7 (M) 

Caterham,Surrey. CR3 6HQ.F/fly 10704 14962 

Corbett,N. 
4368 (N) 

5 Arundel Close , 1937 
Cheshunt, Herts. S/Crest TH14655 19103 
134 Rosema ry Hi l l Road, 1964 
Little Aston ,Streetly, TE21 27147 27147 
Sutton Coldfi e ld,Warks . 

56 Netherfield Road, 1935 
Guisel ey, Leeds, LS20 9DN F'bird 13307 12857 

Regd. No . & 
C'work 
U1i 7251 
Carbodies 
6 L.Sa l. 
NMX 95 
Mull i ne r SaI. 
6935 UG 
Pli SaI . 
DRH 400 C 
Mulliner P!1i 
JWB 2 
Mulliner SaI . 

KY 2174 
NLG 618 C 
Mull. PW SaI. 
PW SaI. 
601 YNN 
FNB 989 
C' worth Salo 
DUU 900 
Special 2-str . 
KW 9650 
c&E (1926)Tr. 
KDP 499 
Tickford DHC 
BLT 697 
c&E DHC 
992 HYU 
PW SaI. 
DV 5914 
SaI. 

FV 3269 
C&E SaI. 
DYA 433 
Holbrook SaI. 
AJS 16 
PW DHC 

ANG 606 
C&E DHC 

l 



far from Stratford Station). The proprietor ~1. A . f\'l artin i 8 a mine of in­
formatio n on car e l cctrics a nd a n Alvi s enthusiast a t presen t re- building 
a TA21. I-Ie s pec iali s e s in magneto repairs and has sOlIIe ma gnetos i n stock ,. 
which are s uitable for Speed 20 or Speed 25 cars. They are B.T . I-I. types 
J.D.6 a nd C.E . 6 . l have a 1h a)'1-3 fou nd hi s pr i ces very reasonable and his 
workma ns hi p fir s t c lass , u s u a l di sclaimer of cour se . 

P . S . Humphrey Col li 5 will need to swit c h to hi s tory if hC'8 to work 
out the res ults for l070! see Fcb./~I arch Bulleti n. 
FROfi DR.K.K.EATON of l' liE CEDAR 1I0USE, POPESWOOD ROAD, BINFIELD,NR.BRACKNELL 

\fi th referencc to John Fox' s article on Au tonumcrology ~ lajor Quil ton ' s 
TA1 4 appear s on the f ront cover of i ssue no. 171 of November 1967. At t hi s 
stage i t was 2 nd Novi ce Co ncours , Nort hern Alv i s Day, a nd \'>'as owned by 
W.D . Donovan. (Tim e we s aw it aga in ! - Ed .) 

Puzzle Corner - Solution 
The upper picture in the Febr uaryftlarch Bul ie Lin depicted a 1935 

Char 1 eswo r t h-bodied Spced Th'e nty SQ Loon, formerly t he prvperty of (gu ess 
h'ho '?) Arthur Ha rdy - at least t hn t'.5 what he assurcd us at the l atest Fox 
a nd Goose meeti ng . (It ' s really time t he South-Eastern Cha irl!ia n gat hi mself 
..t no ther Alvi s - he snid t hi s o ne in l!-J58!) Ar t hur \'lo ,.,ddn' t aùmit that 
thc re \"a s anything o u t of the ol'di nary abou t it, bu t it looks fro m the 
pi cture t hat jt \'Jas s pec i a lly s t retched so that the occ upa n ts coul d Kear 
top ha is - an u ndert a ker ' s car, perhaps? 

As for Iain ~lacGregor ' s car', \~e s hail have to t ake hin! at h i s \'Jord -
i t was nice to hear from hi m after a] 1 these years - he was one of t he 
mo nthly horde t ha t de s cenùed on the Warren Wood Hotel at Woodford in t he 
balmy c1ay3 of yestcryear . 

(On ref i ec ti on, l don ' t believe either o f tht'm . The tea - c lip i:>oes to 
Philip Thompson, for a n outstanding piece o f qe t ection. Arthur' s a nd lain's 
s tor i es a re 80 incredibl e t hat, to 1.1uote the imlllortûl Ho lmes in "The Sign 
of Four", '\\rhen yo u I)ave eli inoted the impossib l e, whatever r emai ns , ho \,>,­
evcr i.mprobable , must he the truth r . ) 

FROM P. THO~IPSON of 50 ACRESFIELD ROAD, THlPEHLEY, ALTRINCIIMI, CHESHIRE 
Re Pu z:de Corner . My sol ution is as fo llows: Top illustration 4 .3 

rolling c hassi s . Body Van Den Pl as (?) as far as roof line, TA21 aft of 
\vindscreen piliars , probably 12/70 ~lull iner r ear mudguards. Bottom illus ­
tration. I f t hi s i s not a TA1 4 it must b e 3Ll or 3L2 but my guess is -
TA14 c hassis, Grey La dy front mudgu a rds e ut vertically from highest point; 
Bonne t c ut do wn 'fA21 . No morc obvious Alvis bits . 
FRO~I IAI N ~IACGREGOR of WINKLEBURY SELF SERVE, WHITEFIELD ROAD, BASINGSTOKE 

Having j ust received the February/Ma rch Bulle tin l was e nchanted to 
see a p hotograph of possibly t he best car l have evcr o wne d und e r Puzzle 
Corner, and as l frequentl y require c ups o f tea l will tell you t hat the 
ve!ücle is - or was - a 1 948 TA14 Alvi s (would you believe !) with a body 
made by a firm in Bri stol cal l ed Bostistos , a nd whi c h was modified by 
yours truly. 

The photogr a ph - o r indeed bot h photographs liere taken at Crystal 
Pal ace in l beli e ve 1957 when l was competing at National Alvi s Day . The 
car at t ha t time was made up to T814 s pecifications and s ho rtly after the 
photograp h \Vas tal,en the e ngi ne was re-built, primaril y due to the 
a nnouncer' s comments a s to the two tones of bIue, o ne t he car a nd t he 
ot her t he slIJoke comi ng fro rn t he exhaust p ipe . l so ld the car in 1960 to a 
very goo d fri. end of mi ne \vho has si nce become my partner in this bu s iness, 
a nd he s o l d it s ome 3 years l ater ha ving u sed it as his honeymoon car . 
Si nc e t he n l have lost touch lii th i t bu t s hould t he vehicl e still be on the 
road - and l See no reason why i t s hould not , and s hould t he own er be a 
member of the club - if no t \~hy not? l would l ove ta he al' from him. 

Si nce sell i ng NHW 4 1 have had two Aston ~Iartins a DB2 and DB5 Drop­
head, which have each cost me more pel' year in maint e nance and r epairs 

t he Club willi ng and able to undertake res toration which i n time will e n­
sure the appear a nce of anot her Alvi s on t he Toad . 
Suns hine Roofs 

l have just compl eted arran gements with Wil so ns Automobil es a nd 
Coachwol'ks Ltd . of Epsom h'ho wil l fi.t Weathershield Suns hi ne Roofs to the 
TD, TE and TF series at an averalL cost of f.45 l ess 15% discount on pro­
duction of membership cards . Members who are interested in taking ad­
vantage of t his offer should contact Mr.B.Heels at Wil sons , Nonsuc h 
I ndustr.ial Estate , East Street , Epsom ; Tel. No. Epsom 26401 . 
Alvi s Silver Eagles 

In r espo nse to my note which a ppeared in the January issue a number 
of Alvi s Eagles a r e i n course of preparation . It i 8 exp ec t e d that deliv e ry 
time will be between two and t hre e months and 1 must inform members that 
in view of ri s ing c osts t he new price will be ~6 plus postage . 

General Secretary's Notes 
ANNUAL GENERAL ~ŒETING 

E.P.OAKMAN. 

The Annual General Meeting \'Jas held at the Alvis 'KTorks t Coventry , on 
4th April , 1971, wi th Eric Oakman in the c hair . 

The ~leeti ng was overshadowed by the President' s a nnounceme nt of the 
0.e8 th of the Vi ce President, Laurie Ha ll iwel l, in whose memory a minute's 
si l ence was ohserved. 

In hi s report the President , Ke n Day , stressed the need to e ncourage 
you ng members , a nd with thi s in minù was offeri ng a trophy in melllory of 
T . G. John, t o be a warded annual l y to an outstanding p erforma nc e by a young 
member. 

After the reports had be en received from the Chairman a nd other 
officiaI s , the e i ection of officers took pl ace . AlI were prepared to 
serve agai n and \vere r e - elected, wi th the except ion of Norma n 
Purday , t he Public Re l atio ns Officer , and Brian Ledwith, Competition 
Secretary. Tony Cox was e l ected Public Re l at ions Offi cer , a nd Humphrey 
Col li s was elected Competition Sec r etar y . Norma n Purday agreed to accept 
t he post of Vice- President. 

Presentations were deal t wi t h by the Preside nt to ~la urice Gallaher 
and Ray Whi tfield, the retiring South Eastern and South We stern Secre­
taries, and to No rman Purday. 

The Alvis Day Trophy was won by Jim Oakma n a nd the Inte r - Section 
Shi e ld by the Sou t h-Ji:,.stern Sect ion. 

Al vis Limited ar r anged the us ual excel l e nt lunch a nd we were p l eased 
to see ~l r. David ~1ic hie of Red Triangle present. Forty- two members a t tend ed . 

O.'I .TRENT . 

The Old Order Changeth 
After a reign of seven years , which must con8ti tut e sorne ki nd of a 

record, Ha y Whitficld has :-.tood down from the post of South-Western Secre­
tary . In il far-flung section i n which commu nicat ions by r oad are far fr om 
good, Ra y has done a fine job, in recogni tion of which he was presented 
with a watc h at the recent A.G.N. We hope this won't mean \'Je s hal l be see­
ing l ess of Ray a nd h is Silver Eagle i n t he future . 

Ray' ~ s u ccessor i s Brian Bennett, who ru ns a 1939 SB 4 .3 s aloon, a nd 
has in addit i on a 1932 SA Speed Tlienty IVi th t he very rare Charl es\;orth 
saloo n body . Brian i s so li c itor t o the Devo n a nd Cornwall Constabulary for 
his s ins (and no doubt many other people ' s) , a nd we offer him our best 
wi.s hes in hi s ne w post. 



Talking of Sports Cars (No. 172) 
(One of t he Editor ' s earliest memories i 6 of watching a bu s con­

duc tress take a bag of co ke from under t he stairs of her ST doubl e-decker, 
a nd go out and stoke up the producer- gas plant on a trail er behind . This 
article, from an old ' Autocar', tells of a Speed Twenty with a similar 
co nversion. One wonder s what it did t o the handling. - Ed . ) 

This week' s sports car i8 unusual for two things. lts owner lives in 
Sweden and hi s Alvi s runs on producer gas. Very few sports cars , to my 
knowl edge, have been converted to producer gas operation in this country. 
As one r eason few owners of Bueh cars would take the ri s k of e ngine de­
terioration arising from the foreign matt er which reaches the internaIs 
from the average producer plant known ta us here, in spi te of the quite 
e laborate filtration systems devised to remove solids from the gas . 
Secondly, the performance loss usually associ ated with producer gas i s so 
considerable as to make s uch a conversion of no interest to a sports car 
owner except for sheer utility purposes. 

But one knows that in Sweden producer gas development has gone fur­
ther than probably in any other country, and 1 daresay that the performance 
of a gas- converted car as known there would surprise anyone with experience 
of our own efforts in this direction. Other countries had develope d pro­
ducer gas actively before the war ; here it was never regarded at aIl 
favourably except as a purely wart ime experient, and now seems to be al­
most forgot ten. 

Another inportant point is that in Sweden, with its forests, what 1 
believe is the ideal fuel for producer plants, charcoal, is readily avail­
able. At aIl events it seems clear enough, this Alvis being capable of 
showing speedometer readings between 80 and 85 m.p.h. on "gas1l that a 
thing or two must be known in Sweden about getting power from this alter­
native fuel . This performance bas been obtained, tao, without super­
chargeing, a known means of extracting very much improved performance 
from an engine operating on producer gas. 

It is interesting to pierce the dark cloud, arising from restricted 
communications, in which the Scandinavian countries have been shrouded 
for sorne four years, by the receipt of these notes from the Alvis owner, 
Tommy H. Brahmer, of Rotebro, near Stockholm. 1 suppose Sweden has been 
known in this country from the motoring sport point of view only for the 
winter Grand Prix, held on a frozen lake - an event which, as Mr.Brahmer 
reminds us, one or two Briti sh drivers have visited - and to those Monte 
Carlo Rally competitors who started their run from Umea. Here are ~tr. 
Brahmer's remarks. Vizor 

"Interest in this country in motoring sports cars is almost non­
existent . AlI kinds of motor racing are practically banned by the authori­
ties, even in peacetime; consequently the number of sports and racing cars 
is very small. However, we are a small band of really dyed-in-the-wool 
enthusiasts ; real lovers of supercharger screarn (we calI it song , of 
course) and of the smell of pure Cast roI R. We keep together in the re­
cently founded Swedish Enthusiasts Club, whose mission it is to arrange 
enthusiast meetings, hill-climbs and so on in days to come - that is ta 
say , when the petrol has returned~ 

"As 1 have indicated , sports cars are , extremely scarce here in 
Sweden. The whole collection consists of only a few ~1. G.~lidgets a nd Mag­
nettes, some Le Mans Singers, a handful of old Alfas and Buga ttis (mos tly 
1.5 and 2.3 litres), sorne Type 328 G.P. Frazer Nash-B.M .W.s, and my own 
Alvis Spee d 20 sports tourer. Despite being of 1933 vintage t hi s is stil l 
a grand car. I t was brought to Sweden in 1936 and competed with sorne 
success in a number of races , among others in our las t big ice r ace on the 
fraze n Lake Flaten in 1937, which may perhaps be r emembered. lan Connell 
came over here to compete with his beautiful 1,500 c .e. E.R.A . 
Setter Tha n No ~Iotoring. "The Alvis came into my ha nds in 1942 and had 
then been l a id up for two years. Immediately before laying up it had been 

months, tms might provide a n acceptabl e s ubsti tute for t he rallying t hat 
'Puzzled' deplores , but would he not a180 deplore a r ou te whi c h incl udes 
t he hazards of Ha rdknott and Wrynose (Unfair to Old Cars ) ? 
FRO~I TONY COLLINS of 165 OATLANDS DRIVE, WEYBRIDGE, SURREY 

~Iay 1 reply ta 'Puzzled 1 of January whose cr y from t he heart appears 
ta have go ne unhee ded in your February i ssue? 1 s uspect t hat the a bse nce 
of name and address di sgu i ses an editorial pl oy (no t so Ed.) - a n attempt 
to get a s pot of controversial correspondence under way - but taking the 
thing at its face va lue 1 must assume that 'Puzzled' i8 a l a dy and a non­
driver and may therefore be forgiven on both counts for her muddle-headed­
~ess . (There a re, of course , sorne men who a re equally clueless and a fair 
number of ladies who have graduated to a proper awareness of wha t is kind 
or unkind ta motor cars - but 1 simply can't believe that a man wou ld hide 
behind the nom de plume 'Puzzled'.) 

Bri efly, aIl motor car s worth preserving were made to be used, and 
Most Alvi ses were bred of a design (or desi gns) inte nded to attract the 
sporting motorist. They were made to withstand daily usage over roads that 
would make 'Puzzled ' r each for her safety belts (unheard of then other 
than in aircraft) a nd ma ny standard products were f a ctory prepared for 
racing and other sporting events . What was natural for them then is equally 
natural for them today provided they a re properly maintained a nd prepared. 
The clumsy "shopping only" driver can do more harm ta transmission and 
wheels graunching his ( or her) way to the hairdressers a nd clobbering the 
kerb half-a-dozen times while slotting into a parking bay , than the 
average enthusiast will incur in severa l seasons of strenuous endeavour. 
'Puzzled' may not realise that the 'Wonderful old cars' she sees engaging 

' in motor sport are scrutineered by experts prior ta racing to ensure that 
conditions only too common among the 'shopping' cars are detected before 
the vehicles are allowed on the track. A loose or broken spoke, sloppy 
steering, a slack bearing, inadequate throttle return springing and a hast 
of items overlooked by tke "let' s put a gallon in t he old girl and go for 
a pint at the local" brigade are each enough to disqualify the entrant 
until the fault is remedied. There is no surer way of keeping ageing 
machinery in tip-top condition and l would strongly recommend 'Puzzled ' to 
find herself a boy-friend with a competition licence (racing category). 

Speed is, of course, r e lative, and one should not confuse lap times 
with enjoyment. 1t i8 much more fun gett ing round a circuit at an average 
of 50, 60 or 70 mph than bombing down a motorway flat-out (pre-70 limit 
days) - the enjoyment i s aIl at the start and the corners, and speed is 
relative to the cars ahead and behind or alongside. It i s driver enjoyment 
which the s pectator cannot share unless he or s he has also~ed. We 
occasionally have a go in spite of spectators, not because of them. 

One could go on and on with this theme, but if 'Puzzled' isn't en­
lightened by now she never will be, bless her. It takes aIl sorts ••• 
FROM J.H.GROTl: of 521, OAK CREST LANE, WALLINGFORD, PA. U.S . A. 

1 am enclosing some photos of a Speed 25 that 1 acquired sever al 
months ago. It is a 1938 Cross & Ellis, and has aIl of the later model 
trimmings, such as dual exhaust, front and rear bumpers, (Fenders?), etc . 
etc •• As it happens, this i s the first Alvis that 1 ever saw. About twelve 
years ago 1 was on a week long Classic Car Club tour, and the owner of 
t his car joined us for a day. That was the beginning of my Alvis love 
affair. A number of times since then the car has been offered for sale, 
but never at a time when l was in a position to buy it. Also, f or sorne 
reason tha t i s completely beyond me, no-one el se ever purchased it~ Sever­
a l times 1 even tried ta interest various people in purchasing it. Recent­
ly l did somethi ng that few American car col l ectors have done - 1 sold an 
American car ta someone overseas. Thus was 1 able to acquire my first 
love. 
FROM S. H. GOSS of 3 LONG MEAOOW, HUTTON, BRENTWOOD, ESSEX. 

ln the course of r e -building my TA14 (whi c h is another story) l had 
the starter and dynamo overhauled by a small firm who specialise in auto­
e lectrics, they are Martin Bros. of 131 Angel Lane, Stra tford E.15 (not 



FROM I.~t. WRIGHT of CHEZ NOUS, BUNGLERS WAY, BRIGHLINGSEA. 
l am glad that 'Puzzl ed ' has had the courage to question the absurdly 

overrated interest in so- called s porting events (January Bulletin), be­
cause l too am horrified that people s hould risk damaging irreplaceable 
motor cars in furtherance of their own selfi sh enjoyment. 

l get an immense amount of pleasure from my own car , and words cannat 
express my feeling of pride at seeing it when it came back to me after a 
complete rebuild. It would be criminal to take it on ta the race track to 
prove what l know a lready , namely that it i8, if possible, even better 
now t han the day it l eft the Works, thirty-tlrree years ago . Of course it 
i8 the same if on e do es the work oneself - the car is just too val uable 
ta risk, and for this reason l do not use it indiscriminately on the road. 
However, l do try to ge t along to National Alvis Day to see aIl the other 
wonderful old cars i n the car park - the weather is usually fine, so there 
is not much danger tha t the car will get wet - and my normal practice is 
to take it up on a trailer, then drive it the last couple of miles to 
Crystal Palace. Unfortunately last year the engine would not start and l 
had to take it aIl the way on the trailer. Of course l received a few 
childish remarks, mainly fro m the so-call ed sporting fraternity who had 
probably flogged their cars unmercifuIly a ll the way there , but needless 
to say l did not take these seriously. 

Is it too mu ch to hope , ~lr.Editor, that you have relinquished t he 
post of Competition Secretary because you have seen the light, and that 
you will join our campaign for the abolishment of this post a nd for the 
discouragement of this type of act ivity, which can only lead to the event­
ual destruction of the valuable machinery which aIl right-minded enthus­
iasts cherish? 
FRO~I I.RALEIGH of THE PADDOCK, BRooKLANDS ROAD, WEYBRIDGE 

It takes aIl sorts to make a world - 'Puzzled' (Jan. Bulletin) doesn't 
approve of 'Sporting' events for old cars, 50 here are a few points in 
their favour .. 

Manufacturers such as Alvis have always relied heavily on private and 
Works entries in sporting events, endurance trials etc. to publicise and 
sell their cars, and since the early 1920's Alvis cars have proved them­
selves fast, rugged and reliable for sporting use as weIl as for everyday 
motori ng, and a joy to drive on the open road. 

Where can we enjoy driving these days? - certainly not to and from 
work, in the rush hour, going shopping on a Saturday or going to the sea­
side in a traffic jam on a Sunday. With due deference 1 would suggest that 
it is bett.er to use and wear out the modern tinware on these occasions 
and keep the Alvi s for proper motoring. 

So what is proper motoring? - touring on quiet roads , driving in 
company with cars and drivers of like performance and interests. 

And where can we do this? - weIl, pe.rhaps 'Puzzled' can answer this 
question, or is i t possible that he gets his enjoyment from polishing his 
car and listening to the 'they-don't-make-them-like-that-nowadays'? The 
sporting enthusiasts answer is to enter rallies , trials, races etc . Closer 
acquaintance with the sporting fraternity would show 'Puzzled' that com­
petitive motoring encourages an owner to keep his car in sound mechanical 
condition, and if the car do es get damaged, it is general ly quickly re­
paired, in contrast to the less enthusiastic type, whose car may be off 
the road for years following a minor mishap. Many old cars would not have 
survived at aIl if i-t. had not been for the sporting enthusiast, O lt t..1u· 
lookout for a basis for a good car for competition, and the days have long 
passed ",hen an original car is destroycd to make a special . 

So competition encourages us to get our carS running properly and to 
keep them that way; it provides an incentive for the suppl Y of spare parts; 
it enables us to enjoy the use of our cars and to discuss them, as more 
than idle museum pieces, with other enthusiasts; but above aIl, compe­
tition continues to uphold the proud name of ALVIS in the manner in which 
the Company's reputation was built up. 

Of course, if someone were to organise a Tour of Britain every few 

thoroughly overhauled and tuned by one of our foremost sports car special­
ists in Stockholm, and thus was in really good condition. As the prospect 
of driving the car at once was extremely tantalising, and as no petrol was 
to be had , l decided to fit a producer gas plant. To choose the right one 

among more than 500 different types then on the market was no easy task. 
Finally, however , l decided on the Ello, which combined compact and 
straightforward design with light weight and long life, a choice that l 
have had no reason to regret. It is very easy to look after (though pretty 
dirty, of course). A dinner jacket is not the recommended wear when start­
ing a producer gas-equipped car! 

"But this producer is remarkably easy to start. Even wi th a complete­
ly extin~lished producer it is no impossibility to have the engine started 
less than three minutes from putting a match into the fire vent. As can be 
seen in the photos the spare wheel and luggage locker were removed and the 
producer was fitted in the cavity. The three S.U. carburettors were re­
moved and a simple Bugatti-type induction manifold was made to fit, with 
one large gas carburettor. Bosch 95 plugs were found most suitable after 
trying more than fifteen different sets . 
Performance Figures. "In its present form the car is certainly one of the 
fastest in the country and has a quite remarkable performance for an un­
s upercharged producer gas car . On several occasions speedometer readings 
of between 80 and 85 m.p.h. have been recorded , the highest reading being 
86.5 on a long straight piece of road . On third the acceleration is quite 
'rip snorting ' and it is a180 very sat isfactory on top gear. Recently the 
car covered 55 miles in 1 hour 8 minutes, on an emergency drive under ad­
verse conditions, the journey being undertaken in darkness and r ai n on 
narrow twisting roads, an achievement which s hows the fine performance 
capabilities. To improve the performa nce still more l intend to fit a 
Root s blower off a 2.3 litre racing Bugatti, and a lso have plans for 
shortening the chassis a foot or so just in front of the r ear axle forward 
spring shackles and for rebuilding the car as a two-seater with cycle-type 
wings in true ex-racer style. 

"The Al vis is a wonderful car to work on - everything i8 50 easy to 
get at and it is a super quality job in every respect. The only trouble 
experienced has been front-wheel wobble, which was cured by carefully 
c hecking the toe-in and by balancing the wheels with lead weights. The 
radiator often boils, but a new water pump with increased capacity will 
probably cure that, too. Otherwise this car bas given excellent service. 
After the war, however, 1 hope to be able to come over to England in order 
to acquire a first-class super sports car, a 3~-litre S.S.loo , 4.3 litre 
Alvis sports tourer, 2-litre Aston Martin or 1500 c.c. H.R.G. Finally, l 
should like to send my greetings to all enthusiasts in England and my wish 
that The Autocar will soon bristle again with records of meetings at 
Brooklands, Donington, Shelsley and so on. May those days not be far off." 

1 

.j 



An;vC'ne want a racing beetleback? 
Jane Cattermull, who .~ ives nt Whar f Cottage , Lacock, Wilts, has bee n 

trying far severa l months ta sell her extremely quick 1930 Si lver Eagle 
beet i e bac k, forlllerly the property of Cooper-Bristol o\vner Barry Simp.\:ion . 

Enquiri es in possession of the riciht-sizcd bag of gold l:::> hould, wc 
s uggest , l eave their po s t - vintage Alvises round the corner and avoid 
mentiani.ng the A.O.C. until they ha ve c linc hed the ùeal - otherwi se 
Calami ty J a ne (who i8 typi s t, di s tribuior and ~ub- ecl itor-o f-Iast-re8ort for 
the aegiJ.-;"ter Circula r) i s liable to erupt. Wc do hepe the car gues to 
another good hom e , Jane. 

Sweet Seventeen? 
r.1ember G. N. Ciepp of Pai gnton , Devon has acquired a Holbrook-bodi e d 

car, which Re d Triangle have identified as a 1937 TF 16.95. A glanee 
through Ken Day' s book s hows this to have been a "Seventeen", a model 
which e s capes us (though there was a Seventeen in the early thirties) -
sorne kind of Crested EagIe, perhaps . An unu s ual feature is that the 
thrattle linkage gaes thraugh a sort of tunne l through the eylinde r block. 
Can anyone el ucidate? Better still, can a nyone give a ny morc informat ion? 

J Lili Kcnnard in Brutus, apparently engaging in a li t tle pig- stic:üng 
with hi s bro lly . Amused lookers-on include Hay \~hiifield, Robin ~Ioore, and 
'fcd a nd Cyril Saycr. Photo taken by Gr'allume Bennett at. The Wel li ngto n g;ct­
Logether last Oc tober . (Thinks - why doesn 1 t Jim c hal lenge Sam Cl utton for 
the title of F'astest Umbrella up Prescott?) 

Readers write 

FIlO~1 HENRY STONOR of CHENOR ESTA'l'E, JERANTUT . P.O., PAHANG, ~IALAYSIA. 

Actually , l hav e been a member of the A.O.C. for sorne years , and only 
resigned at the end of 1968 or s o , having sold Ill y '1'A21 (a vcry unconvinc­
ing excuse - Ed.). Of course , as soo n as thi s happe ned, l fell for the 
third (and l hope l as t) time, far a Speed Twenty . 

It had a real bast a rd body (p'.,t on in 1958), t he front ha l f of whi c h 
1 was copied from an Allard, with the Alvi s radiator s lope d back , built-in 

headlamps etc . l out- e d wi th Illy hacksaw a nd sawed i t c lean off the first 
night. The photo c nc losed s hows the form the new front has taken, and l've 
now cut a whul e in the back, cou nters unk the s p a r e wheel, a nd s he 1 s be ­
ginning to look a li ttle like a car of the t hirtics. 

~lr . Trent t e ll s me i t should have P.IOO headl amps , whereas l ' ve put 
P.SOI S on. l fe e l P.IOOl s are too large for the Alvi s radiator (couldn't 
agree more, apart from the Speed 2 5 and 4.3 - Ed.) j only Roll s -Royee cao 
wear thcm s uceessfully, and pe rhaps M.45 Lagondas. 

l' ve got il disg,usiing eagl e mascot that l ooks ilS if t he eagle i s 
dyi.ng a nd about to f a ll off the rad. The view of it s backside frolll the 
dri ver' ,s seat i s repulsiv0 and l was always ex pecti ng white biobs t o 
apl~ear on the windsc r een, So l threw it away. Any hope of getti ng a new 
eagle, likc the one l ha d on Illy S ilver E...'l.gle ( see Chairman' s Column - Ed.) 1 



that he presented hirn wi th a special prize of a bottle of Sc otch. Jim had 
the Healey out looking very clean, engine and aIl, wi th Linda braving the 
evening breezes. We had sorne of the Fox & Goose regulars getting a breath 
of country air and glad to see Sir Ian Critchett a 'Haycutter' regular 
here for the first time \ ... i th his T. C. 21 /100. Hal Fiz,z and Jim arrived in 
the TD and Ted Wimble brought along his fami l y in another one. In fact i t 
was really a post war car evening and in s pite of aIl the rebuilding the 
oid bar that we have al ways used remains practically the same. 
lo1eeting at The Fox & Goose, lst Apri l Arthur Hardy. 

A cool dry evening did not stop a large number of members attending 
this meeting. One or two of the reguJars arrived later in the evening 
through working too hard on their cars and forgot the time, but they 
managed a pint or two before going home . The officiaIs were discussing 
Crys tal Palace as were the ladies who sell the programmes. Other members 
discu s sing their winter rebuilds and repairs o The car park had a good few 
Alvis cars in it , one or two out for the first lime this year. 

Next meeting 3rd June. Jim Oakman. 

Meeting at the Four Horseshoes, Chobham 1 220d t-larch 
Ooly 9 members in attendance at this meeting and two Alvis cars , a 

TD21 and TAI4. Following John Fax's article in the January Bulletin a 
general discussion on the TD Series took place. C.J.Bates. 
Heeting at The Master Builder's House, Buckler's Hard, 8th April 

This month we welcomed Andrew and Denise ~loore who made their f irst 
appearance here. However, the high spot was the presence of ~'like Webb' s 
Fire bird. This car has just completed a three year rebuild after lying 
out in the open for seven years. The car is still not compl ete in detail 
but Mike has done a wonderful job to get it working with very little in­
form a tion to go on, and a]l the while continuing with his full-time 
studies. l was privileged to drive and everything gives one the impression 
of driving a real Post Vintage Thoroughbred. 

Next meeting 14th May. John Fairbrother. 
l-1eeting at The Haycut ter, Broadham Green, Oxted. 

The Graber contingent is increas ing and mul tiplying wi th ten here to­
night âll looking healthy and weIl groomed, including newcomers Geoff 
Brook's T.D. and Don Cameron's TD., but sadly there were no pre-war cars. 
Jim has the enf~in e out of his Sp.20 for modification, Peter Cundal l has 
laid up hi s Sp .20 a nd gone to Turkey (bon voyage), Don' s 4 . 3 is laid up 
with a puncture (~) and the Stone Sp.20 was left forlorn in its garage in 
deference ta the fog , the saving grace is that Ron preferred to risk a 
cruneh in hi s new f\1el'cedes. The meeting is incornplete wi tho u t sorne old 
cars so l hope that Spring will persuade owners to 1 iberate a few frorn 
their winter dungeons. 

The car that aroused most attention was a TA14 s hooting brake owned 
by Paul Fletcher, just down from the North. The eoachwork is a one-off by 
Tom Scotney of St. Ives and there was general agreement that i t is a highly 
amusing car. 

From one end of the bar to the other, amongst the sociable Al vis 
chat ter of rebuilds, rockers and l'ear axles, could be heard disgruntled 
rumblings about the lack of reports of this meeting in the Bull etin. Some­
body shouted that this was the best meeting in the land but i t never gets 
a write-up. The first part of that statement is indisputable, and if any­
body wants to know where the Haycutter is - please give me a ring at 
Reigate 48775. As for the second part, weI l, thi s is t. he third consecutive 
report so perhaps now l can come .... 'ithout fear of being lynched. 

There was a remarkable sight short ly after closin g time when sorne wag 
announced that there was a police car outside, the bar was evacuated in 
less time than i t took Brian to down a half. One moment i t ",as in full 
swing, the next, the meeting was snuffed out like a candIe . The car park 
emptied silently and soberly - extraordi nary. Ge rry Michelmore. 

R.A.C. Information 

l would like to rernind aIl A. O.C. members of the RAC associate mem­
bership scheme of which they are eligible ta join at a reduced annual 
subscription. Annual subscription i2.50 after paying the joining fee of 
n.50. 

Also l have leaflets and order forms for the new 1 971 edition of the 
Guide and Handbook which is now available for the moderate price of 65p 
(13s.) plus 20p (4".) postage. 

Also l have the new decimalise d priee list and order forrn for new 
additional vehicle badges. Any enquiries should be sent to me, 101r8. W. 
Gallaher, 48 Egbert Gardens, Runwell, Wickford, Essex. 

Rad-Seal 
Our remarks about thi s substance in the December "Bulletin" have 

provoked a query from Joseph Brown of Sutton- on-Sea, Lincs., who remarks 
that he used i t on a very srnall leal ... in the radiator of his 1936 Speed 
Twenty - since when the radiator has boiled whenever the car is station­
ary in traffic . 

Humphrey Collis, who s e experiences over the years have made him sorn e 
sort of expert on the subject, tells us that Rad-Seal has the peculiar 
property, once it has been dissolved (dispersed?) in hot water, of con­
gealing on expo s ure to the atl ,]osphere. In thls way, i t builds up a deposi t 
arou _ d a leak , effectively sealing it. And it doesn 't work only on drips, 
too, but also on veritable gushes. But one has to be very careful to avoid 
getting any atmosphere in the system , otherwise it will start cqngealing 
aIl over the place: in. Rumbold' s case , we topped up the water 1 ran him up 
ta normal temperature, added the Rad-Seal, replaced the radi a tor cap, and 
awaited results. While we waited for the fountain from the transfer port 
to die down, we forgot that aIl the while the water loss was emptying the 
system to such an extent that the top of the radiator tubes were exposed 
to the atmosphere - and this cause d more congeali n g of Rad-Seal just where 
it wasn't wanted. 

The cure was half a packet of I.C.I. 's best household soda, and a 
couple of longish trips ta circulate it, and then a drain, radiator re­
moval and a back-flush which produced a handful of nasty bro~~ gravel. The 
radiator is back to its old throughput now , which means that it will take 
the flow from 3500 rpm - anything over that, and the water backs up in the 
header tank and overflows. The next step, to remove the rocJi: of ages, is 
either a caustic soda e nema (radiator off the car, of course!) or a com­
pletely new radiator core , both of which steps we have been putting off 
for sorne years. 

( We have shown the above notes to Humphrey l who comments:-
Brian is mistaken if he thinks he got such a scientific explanation of 

the action of Rad-Scal from me - i t must have been from John Burnell , ",'ho 
l remember took part in the same conversation. 

The best stuff to use in an elderly radiator l have found to be Bars­
leaks, which is obtainable from Halfords. It circulates with the ..... ater:-­
do es not clog an, already restricted radiator and has the added attraction 
that it discourages the pump from leaking. 

At the ri s " of being kicked ugly one darI< night by Mr.Holt, l would 
uFge owners of elderly cars never to use Radweld. It works l but on old, 
furred radiators i t has the happy knack of cloggin everything.) 



Said in Sport 

By now the season is weIl under way, we have had National Alvis Day, 
and we can look fon'lard to the regional Days. 

Just to remind those who wish to compete in as many as possible, the 
dates are as follow8: 

26th June 
4th July 
5th September 

Northern Alvis Day 
~Iidland Alvis Day 
Scottish Alvis Day 

It is now possible to confirm that the Midland Sprint will take place 
on 19th September at a venue to be announced later. ~hke Cummins is having 
sorne difficulties over the use of Gaydon, but an alternative course is 
definitely available if it is needed. 

The only news of competition vehicles that has come my way is that 
Dick Gilbert, in or der no doubt to avoid comparisons with skates found in 
lower class fish shops, has stripped the off-white paint from hi8 well­
known special and returned it to natural aluminium. Hackerel, perhaps? 

Intimations have been received of various events as detailed below. 
In aIl cases, regulations or further details can be obtained from the 
Competition Secretary. 

The British Leyland Wellingborough f\1 . C. are holding a Concours on 
12th June at the British Leyland Sports Ground, Wellingborough, Northantso 

Deal, Walmer and Kingsdown Regatta Associations wish to organise a 
procession and concours to mark their opening on 29th JuIy. In this case 
could members interested please send me their names and details of cars on 
a post card, in the first instance. 

Finally l have sorne reg,uIations and entry forrns for the 750 ?tl.e. 6 
Hours Relay Race, ta be held at Thruxton on 15th August. This event is open 
to holders of National Racing Licences and a team of six cars is required. 

Section Notes 

Another regular meeting in the Middle West? 
Firefly owner John Gould (telephone Faringdon 3059) looks forward to 

meeting fellow Alvis-owners at the Plough Inn, Little Coxweli (on A420, half 
way between" Shrivenham and Faringdon - good beer, food and parking) from 
8 0 ' clock on Thursday 27th ~Iay. 'fhis should at tract a gnodly number from 
the Cirencester, Swindon, \',iantage, ~larlborough and Oxford areas. Perhaps 
John can be persuaded to rna);;e this a regular noggin and natter venue? 

mDLAND SECTION 
Meeting at The Holly Bush, Bell End. 

Heetings al ways seer-;J to improve wi th the weather, mernbers present 
were Fred Litchfield and Brian Green who came in Fred's immaculate TD21, 
Roger Mason in his Silver Eagle, Bob Hyde in his TA14 and ~1ike Fisher and 
myself in my TD. 

Members in modern tinh'are constituted Mike Cummins, George Poulson 
and David Price. 

Unfortunately, l shall be on holiday for the June venue, as my wife 
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attend Crystal Palace and we aIl hope that the weather will be as kind to 
Ken Blake as it was ta his predecessors. 
Note The date of the f1erongate meeti ng will change from t he first ~Ionday 
to the third ~londay start ing wi th the September gathering. Future meet­
ings: May 3rd, June 7th, July 5th, Allgutit 2nd and September 20th. 

Maurice Gallaher. 

Re port of Section Annual Dinner, 26t h February 
(We a re indebted to Robert Britcher, Editor of the Register Ci.rcular, 

for permission te reproduce this r eport by Bert Salt.) 
Threre are three things one can depend on at the above - low cost, 

superb steak and good company. This year was no exception a nd, despite the 
postal strike, the attendance appeared to be weIl up on previous years 
which rather proves a c haracteristic of Alvis owners in general - the 
grcater the obstacle the harder they try. 

Thi s year the venue was changEj!d to the Angus Steak House in Regent 
Street : cosy atmosphere and ideal for those travel ling by underground -
not qui te the thing, maybe, but one would have to be a die-hard enthus iast 
(i.e. a REGISTER member, J.) to take an Alvis to the West End on a Friday 
eveni ng. 

The excellent meal was fol lowed by a couple of speeches which were 
brief, entertaini ng , amusing and sincerej and then came the film show. 
Now this fi lm of t he Tour is certainly sorn ething which, given t he 0J,por­
tuni ty, every lIiember s hould contri ve to see. It has a true professional 
touch and i8 a beautifully balanced, unprejudiced record of the Tour as 
Cl whole . Register car feat ure to the full and there are sorne excellent 
close-ups of our members : including Jo hn Burnell: Apart from the quality 
of the filmi ng as a wlio le, it is the numerous informaI close-ups, includ­
ing one particularly good one of a new gasket being eut, that serve to 
make this film something really outstanding. 

The accompanying by Ken Blake was a150 very gooo, bei ng s licl{ and in 
an amusing veinj a nd at the same tlme gave due credit to the part played 
by John Burnell in the organisation of this event. 

~leeting at The Punchhowl , Dorking. April 
It was an a ll-time record meeting here tonight alt.hough the Botel a nd 

Restaurant opening has been ctelayed again. At one time there ,,'ere t hi rty 
Alvis in the car park but a sad s hortage of pre-war cars . ~lr.Hardy brought 
the Whittingham & ~1itchell 4 . 3 D/H along for iis a nnual visit and Coli n' s 
and Paul' s Speed 25s were the only other P. V. Ts present j ryany are in the 
pro cess of t'eing restored. Pleased to see Ray Jackson here for t he first 
time, he has a '38 Speed 25 C & E tourer getting ready for the road . Rod 
hrought the sparkling TB14 up from Lymington to win a bottle for the 
longest distance covered and Jo hn Fox gained 2nd prize coming down fro m 
Lincoln on his way home to Reigate, he a180 took another bottle home 
presented by the Manager's young son to the youngest Alvis drilfer present . 
~1anager George Claricotes coveted Alan Burrow' s concours TA21 out of aI l 
the cars present so he also got a prize and Harold Sharp' s 65 TE was the 
latest model members car present so he was in tao. George was taken up the 
roa d in Paul's Speed 25 and was so i mpressed with this immaculate rebuild 

{Continued on page 16 

Speed Twenty Handbook 
In response to many requests, we have decided to publish in seriaI 

form an illustrated handbook to the Speed Twenty, whi ch has, aIas , been 
out of print for many years. Future issues wi ll cover the r ear half of the 
car, and hints on starting techniques. 

and lare goi ng back to Scot l a nd ta see sorne 
on the Tour; however t here i8 t he meeting on 
the Duck Supper on the 13th ~Iay. 
SOUTH-WESTERN SECTION 

of the places we missed whilst 
~lay 18th and don' t forget 

Alan Howard. 

~Ieeti ng at The Edgecumbe Arms, ~lilton Abbott, 7th April 
Hi-1Ving been unable to get along to J\1ilton Abbott this year, sa far, 

i t \\'as very nice ta see old friends again . The pub now has changed hands, 
sa we 110\v have a chan ge of landlord as weIl as a change of secretary. 
Brian Bennett has now agreed ta t ake over. 

'l'he following programme has been arranged, with possibilities of 
additional meetings being fitted in as occasion permitso 

Section A.G.M. and Dinner, Lewtrenchard, ~Iay 14th. (Please advise 
Brian as ta ~lenu selection.) 

'Napol eon ', Boscastle, 6th June. Please a dvise Mrs . Shute (new owner) 
of your in·teiltion to attendo 

'Vintage' Wellington, September 19th. Notify Bill Bolland; alt hou gh 
further Bulletin relilÎnders will be forthcoming for this one . 

Brian's address: 22 Lower Kings Avenue, Pennsylvania, Exeter 78208 . 
The normal first Tuesday i n the month dates for Hilton Abbott will 

remain. May 4th and July 6th. Boscastle meet is too close to t he first 
Tuesday in June . 

l thank everybody for their support during the past yearso 
Ray Whitfi e ld . 

NORTHERN SECTION 

~leeting at The Lord Raglan Hotel , Nangreave, Nr.Bury on Easter ?>londay 
A very s mall meeting in a very crowded hotel . Only one Alvis present -

a splendidly refurbished 3-litre resplendent in black and gold. News 
filtered through of several restorations in progress e Discussion centred 
around the availability or non - availability of spa l'es - are the Sp . 25 
pistons ever going to materialise. At the same rate of progress crown 
\'lhee l ald pinion sets will take a de cade and interes t will be lost . 

Let us have more members next month - the refreslwe nts are exce ll ent . 
J.P.~l o , 

Meeti ng at The Hindley Wakes 
Although the postal strike demolished our advanced publicity for the 

a nnual film show at thi s venue, the February meet ing at whi ch these films 
were shown was very weIl attended, with rnernb ers comi ng from quite far 
afield. Thanks are due to Dan Mitchell, whose Alvis Day films these 
mainly were , and to Barrie Chappell, Malcolm Farrirnond and Ken Burnett for 
the loan of other fil ms and slides , which k~pt everyone around interested 
until long after time had been call ed . 

The March meeting was much s maller , being a far from pleasant evening 
weather-wi se. John Hey, new recruit to our ra nks reported on his Speed 25 
sal oon, a car not previously known to the Club . Alan Smith's inexpensive TD2l 
au tomat:i.c is a l so sa i d to be progressing weIl in renovation. D.J .C.., 

SOUTH-EASTERN SECTION 
~1eeting at The Green lotan , Herongate. 

Due ta t he postal strike a nd my examinations 1 have not been able to 
report this meeting for severa l months . However , despite several damp a nd 
CQld evenings the attendances have remained very good. Severa l new mem­
bers have now joined the regulars owning Alvi s models from a Firefly 
through a Speed 25 to two TD21' s . Stan Goss is worki ng hard on hi s TA14 
carbodies D.H.C. in order to be ready for Crystal Palace . Wendy' s 12/70 
D.H .C. has been taken off the road in order to have new road spri ngs 
fitterl. Mr.Hutchings joined us agai n afte r a short absence a nd Peter Jones 
is still looking for another TD21. ~Iost of the regulars are planning to 
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attend Crystal Pal ace and we ail hope that the weather will be as kind to 
Ken Bl a ke as it was ta his predecessors. 
Note The dat e of t he Herongate meeti n g will change from the first Honday 
to the third ~I o nday starting wi t h the September gathering. Future meet­
ings : May 3rd, J une 7th , Ju l y 5th, August 2nd and September 20t h. 

Naur-ice Gallaher .. 

Report of Section Annual Dinner, 26th February 
( We are indebted to Robert Britc her, Editor of the Register Circular, 

for per mi ssion ta reproduce this r eport by Bert Salt.) 
Threr e are three thi ngs o ne can depen d on at the above - 10Vi cast, 

s uperb s teak and good company . Thi s yeal' was no exception and, despite t he 
postal strike, t he attendance appeared ta be weIl up on previous years 
whi c h rather proves a c haracterist i c of Alvi s OWTlers in general - the 
greater the obstacl e the harder they try. 

This year t he venue was c hang~d ta the Angus Steak House in Regent 
Street : cosy atmosphere and ideal for those travell ing by underground -
not qui te the thing , maybe, but on e woul d have to be a die- hard e nthusiast 
(i.e. a REGI STER me mber , J . ) to take an Alvis to the West End on a Friday 
evening. 

The excellent meal was followed by a couple of speeches which were 
bricf 1 e ntertaining, runu s ing and s incere; and t hen came t he film s how. 
Now this film of the Tou r is certainly something which, given the 0l.ipor­
tunity, every member s hould contrive to see. It has a true prof'essional 
touch a nd is a beautifully balanced, unprejudiced r ecord of the Tour as 
a whole. Register car feat ure to the ful l a nd t here are sorn e excel lent 
close-ups of our members 1 including John Burnell: Apart from t he quality 
of the fil ln ing as a wHole, it is the numerous infortnal close-ups , i ncl ud­
i ng one particularly good on e of a new gasket bei ng cut , t hat serve ta 
make tbis film something really outstandin g . 

The accompanying by Ken Blake was also very goo , bei ng slich: and i n 
a n amusing veinj a nd at the same time gave due credit to the part pl ayed 
by John Burnell in the orga n isation of t hi s event . 

~Ieeting at The Punchbowl , Dorkin g . April 
It was a n a ll- time record n'leeting here tonight a l t. hou gh the Bot el a nd 

Restaurant openi ng has been de layed again . At one time t her e were thirty 
Alvi s in the car park but a sad shortage of pre-war cars . MI'. Ha rdy broug ht 
the Whit tingham & ~Ii tc he ll 4 . 3 DIH a l o ng for i ts annua l visi t a nd Colin' s 
and Pa ul' s Speed 25s we re the only other P. V. T8 presentj 1\l3 ny are in the 
process of r eing restored. Pl eased to See Ray Jackson he re f or t he fi rst 
t ime , he has a '38 Speed 25 C & E tourer getting r eady fo r t he road. Rod 
brou gh t the sparkling TB14 up f rom Lymi n gt on to wi n a bottle for the 
longes t di stance covered and Jo lm Fox gained 2nd prize comin g down from 
Lincoln on his way home to Re igate, he a l so took anot he r bot tle home 
presente d by t he ~1anager's young son to the you ngest Alvis dri ver present. 
Manage r George Cl aricotes coveted Alan Burrow' s co ncours TA2 1 o ut of aIl 
the cars present 50 he also got a pri ze and Ha rold Sharp's 65 TE was the 
l atest mode l rn embers car pr esent sa he was in too . George was taken up the 
road in Paul' s Spee d 25 and was s o impressed with thi s immacul ate r ebuild 

i Continue<! on page 16 

Speed Twenty Ha ndbook 
In response t o ma ny r equests, we have d ecided to publis h in seriaI 

forrn a n illust r ated ha ndbook to the Speed Twenty, which has, alas , been 
out of print for many years. Future issues will caver t he rear ha lf of the 
car, a nd hint s on starting tec hniques . 

and lare going back ta Scot l a nd to see sorne 
on the Tour; however there is the meeting on 
the Duck Supper on the l3th ~Iay . 

SOUTH-WESTERN SECTION 

of the p l aces we missed whilst 
~Iay 18th a nd don' t forget 

Alan Howard. 

Meeti ng a t The Edgecumbe Arms, ~Ii Hon Abbott, 7th April 
Hav lng' been unable ta get along ta t-hl ton Abbott this year , so far , 

i t was very nice to see ald frie nds agai n. The pub now has changed hands , 
so we now have a change of lancUord as weIL as a change of secretar y. 
Brian Bennett has now agreed ta take over . 

The followi ng programme has been a rranged , with possibili ties of 
additional meetings being fitted in as occasion permi tsD 

Section A .G . ~I. and Dinner, Lewtrenchard, ~Iay 14th. (Pl ease a dvi se 
Brian as ta ~1 enu selection.) 

• Napoleon ', Boscastle, 6th J une . Please advise f!.1rs . Shute (new owner) 
of your ifrte~tion ta attendo 

'Vintage' liellington, September 19th. Notify Bill Bolland ; alt hou gh 
further Bul leti n re.ilinders will be forthcoming fo r t hi s one. 

Brian' s a~dress: 22 Lower Kings Avenue, Pennsyl vania , Exeter 78208. 
The normal first Tuesday in t he month dates for ~lil ton Abbo tt will 

remain. May 4th a nd July 6th. Boscastle meet is too close to the first 
Tuesday in J une . 

l thank everybody for their s upport during the past years. 
Ray Whitfi e ld. 

NORT HERN SECTION 

~leetlng at The Lord Raglan Hotel , Nangreave, Nr . Bury on Easter Mo nday 
A very s mall meeting in a very c r owded hotel. Only one Alvis present -

a splendidly rcfurbi shed 3- 1itre resplendent in black and gold . Ne ws 
fil tered t hrou gh of several restorat i ons in progress . Discussion centred 
around the availabili ty or non - availabili ty of s pares - are the Sp . 25 
pistons ever goi ng to materi alise . At the same rate of progress cro wn 
wheel a,d pinion sets will t ake a decade a nd interes t will b e lost . 

Let us have mor e members next month - the refreshments are exce ll e nt. 
J.P .~I. _. 

~Ieeting at The Hindl ey Wa kes 
Although the postal strike demoli s hed our advanced publ icity fo r the 

an nual fi lm s how at t his venue, t he February meet ing at which t hese fil ms 
we r e s ho"TI was very we Il att e nùed, with members coming from quite f ar 
afield. Thanks are due to Dan Mitchell, whose Alvi s Da y films t hese 
ma inly were, a nd ta Ba rrie Chappell, Malcolm Farrimond a nd Ke n Burnett for 
the l oan of ot he r films a nd s lides, which k~pt everyo ne around i nterested 
unti l long after tim e had been call ed . 

The ~1arch meeting was mu c h small e r , being a far from pl easant eve ning 
weather-wi se . John Bey , new r ecruit ta our ranks r epo r ted on his Speed 25 
sal oon , a car not previously known t o the Club . Al a n Smith's inexpensive TD21 
automat :i.c is also said to b e progressing weIl i n renovation. D.J .C ... 

SOUTH-EASTERN SECTION 
Meeting at The Gree n ~1an, Heronga te. 

Due to the po s tal strike a nd my examinations l ha ve not been a bl e to 
report this meeti ng for severa 1 months . However , despi te several damp a nd 
cold evenings the attendances have remained v e ry good. Several new mem­
be r s have now joined t he r egu l a rs owning Alvi s models fro m a Firefly 
through a Speed 25 to two TD21's. Sta n Goss is workin g ha rd on hi s TA14 
carbodies D.H.C. in or der to b e ready for Crystal Palace . Wendy' s 12/70 
D.H . C. has bee n taken off the road in order to have new road s prings 
fitted. Mr.Hutchings joined us aga in after a s hort absence and Peter Jones 
is still looking fo r another TD21. ~Io st of the regulars are planning to 



Sa id in Sport 

By now the season is well under way, we have had National Alvis Day, 
and we can look forward to the regional Days. 

Just to relllind those who wish to compete in as many as possible, the 
dates are aS followsz 

26th June 
4th July 
5th September 

Northern Alvis Da y 
~lidland Alvis Day 
Scottish Alvis Day 

It is now possible to confirm that the r.hdland Sprint will tal~e place 
on 19th September at a venue to be announced later. Mike Cummins is having 
sorne difficulties Qver the use of Gaydon, but an alternative course is 
definitely available if it is needed. 

The only news of competi tian vehicles that has come my way is that 
Dick Gilbert, in arder no doubt to avoid comparisons wi th skates found in 
lower c lass fish shaps, has stripped the off-white paint from hi s we ll­
known special and returned it to natural aluminium. f.1ackerel, perhaps? 

Intimations have been received of various events as detailed below. 
In aIl cases, regulations or further details can be obtained from the 
Competition Secretary. 

The British Leyland Wellingborough M.C. are holding a Concours on 
l2th June at the Bri tish Leyland Sports Ground, Wellingborough, Northantso 

Deal, Walmer and Kingsdown Regatta Assac iations .,·,rish to organise a 
procession and concours to mark their opening on 29th July. In this case 
could members interested please send me their names and details of cars on 
a post card, in the first instance. 

Finally l have sorne reg,ulations and entry forms for the 750 M.C. 6 
Hours Relay Race, ta be held at Thruxton on 15th August. This event is open 
ta holders of National Racing Licences and a team of six cars is required. 

Section Notes 

Another regular meeting in t he Middle West? 
Firefly owner John Gould (telephone Faringdon 3059) looks forward ta 

meeting fellow Alvis-owners at the Plough Inn, Little Coxwell (on A420, half 
way between' Shrivenham and Faringdon - good beer, food and parking) [rom 
8 0' clock on Thursday 27th ~'lay. This should attract a goodly number from 
the Cirencester 1 S windon, Wantage 1 ~Iarlborough and Oxford areas. Perhaps 
John can be persuadcd to make t his ü regular noggi n and natt er venue? 

~IIDLAND SECTION 
Neeting at The Holly Bush, Bell End. 

~teeti ngs always seer:, to improve wi th the ""eather, rnembers present 
were Fre d Litchfield and Brian Green who came in Fred's immaeulate TD21, 
Ro ger Masa n in his Sil ver Eagle, Bob Hyd e in his TAl 4 and 1-1ike Fisher and 
myself in my TD. 

~lembers i n modern tinware constituted ~like Cummins, George Poulson 
and David Priee. 

Unfortunately, l shall be on holiday for the June v e nue, as my wife 
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that he presented him with a special prize of a bottle of Scotch. Jim had 
the Healey out looking very clean, engine and aIl, wi th Linda braving the 
evening breezes. We had sorne of the Fox & Goose regulars getting a breath 
of country air and glad to see Sir Ian Critchett a 'Haycutter l regular 
here for the first tirne wi th his T. C. 2] /lOO. Hal Fi zz a nd ,Jim arrived in 
t he TD and Ted Wimble brought aiong his f ami 1y in another one. In fact it 
was really a post war car evening and in spi te of aIl the rebui lding the 
old bar that we ha ve always used remains practically t.he same . 
fi-teeting at The Fox & Goose, Ist April Arthur Hardy. 

A eool dry evening did not stop a large number of members attending 
this meeting. One or two of the regul ars arrived later in the evening 
through working too hard on their cars and forgot the tirne, but they 
manage d a pint or two before going home. The officiaIs were disclissing 
Crystal Palace as were the ladies who sell the programmes. Other members 
discu ssing their \'linter rebuilds and repairsD The car park had a good few 
Alvis cars in it , one or two out for the first time thi s year. 

Next meeting 3rd June. Jim Oakman. 

Meeting at the Four Horseshoes, Chobham, 22nd March 
Only 9 members in attendance at tilis meeting and two Alvis cars, a 

TD21 and TA14. Following John Fox's article in the January Bulletin a 
general discussion on the TD Series took place. C.J.Bates. 
:Meet ing at The Master Builder' s HOlise, Buckl er' s Hard, 8th April 

This month we we lco med Andrew and Deni se ~100re who made their first 
appearance here. Ho\vever, the high spot was the presence of Mike Webb' s 
Firebird. This car has just completed a three year rebuild after lying 
out in the open for seven years. The car is sti ll not complete in detail 
but ~'like has done a wonderful job to get i t ,vorking wi th very li ttle in­
formation to go on, and aIl the while continuing with his full -t ime 
studies. l was privileged to drive and everything gives one the impression 
of driving a real Post Vintage Thoroughbred. 

Next meeting 14th Hay. John ~'airbrother. 
fi-teeting at The Haycutter, Broadham Green , Oxted. 

The Graber coo'l';:.ingent is increasing and mul tiplying wi th ten here to­
night aIl loolüng healthy and we Il g-roomed, including newcomers Geoff 
Brook' sT . D. and Don Cameron' s TD., but sadly there \Vere no pre-war cars. 
Jim has the engine out of his Sp.20 for modification, Peter Cunda] 1 has 
laid up his Sp.20 and gone to Turkey (bon voyage), Donls 4.3 is laid up 
wi th a puncture (~) and the Stone Sp.20 was left forlorn in i ts garage i n 
deference to the fog, the saving grace i s that Ron prefe rred to risk a 
crunch in hi s new Mercedes. The meeting is incomplete wi thout sorne old 
cars so l hope that Spring will persuade owners to liberate a few from 
thei r winter dungeons. 

The car that aroused most attention was a TAl4 shooting brake owned 
by Paul Fletcher, just down from the North. The coachwork is a one-off by 
Tom Scotney of St. Ives and there was general agreement that i t is a highly 
amusing car. 

From one end of the bar to the other, amongst the sociable Alvis 
chatter of rebuilds, rockers and r ear axles, could be heard disgruntled 
rumblings about the l ack of reports of this meeting in the Bulletin. Some­
body shouted that this was the best meeti ng i n the land but it never gets 
a write-up. The first part of that statement is indisputable, and if any­
body wants to know where the Haycutter i8 - please give me a ring at 
Reigate 48775. As for the second part, weIl, this is t.he third consecutive 
report so perhaps now l can come \.,ri thout fear of being lynched. 

There was a remarkable sight shortly after closing time whe n sorne wag 
anIlounced that there was a police car outside, the bar was evacuated in 
less time than i t took Brian to down a half. One moment i t was in full 
swing, the next, the meeting was snuffed out like a candIe. The car park 
emptied silently and soberly - extraordinary. Gerry Michelmore. 

R.A.C. Information 

l would like to remind aIL A.O.C. members of the RAC associate mem­
bership scheme of which they are eligible to join at a reduced annual 
subscription. Annuai s ubscription ~2.50 after paying the joining fee of 
U.50. 

Also l have leaflets and order forms for the new 1971 edition of the 
Guide and Handbook which is DOW available for the moderate price of 65p 
(13s.) plus 20p (4s.) postage. 

Aiso l have the new decimalised price list and order form for new 
additional vehicle badges. Any enquiries should be sent to me, Mrs . W. 
Gallaher, 48 Egbert Gardens, Runwell, Wickford, Essex. 

Rad-Seal 
Our remarks about this s ubstance in the December "Bulletin!! have 

provoked a query from Joseph Brown of Sutton-on- Sea, Lincs., who remarks 
that he used i t on a very small leak in the radiator of rus 1936 Speed 
Twenty - sinee when the r adiator has boiled whenever the car is station­
ary in traffic. 

Humphrey Collis, whose experiences over the years have made him sorne 
sort of expert on the s ubject, tells us that Rad-Seal has the peculiar 
property , once it has been dissolved (dispersed?) in hot water, of con­
gealing on exposure to the aiJ,lOsphere. In Lhis way, i t builds up a deposi t 
arou . da leak, effectively sealing it. And it doesn't work only on drips, 
too, but also on veritable gushes. But one has to be very careful to avoid 
get ting any atmosphere in the system, otherwise i twill start cQngealing 
aIl over the place: in Rumbold's case, we topped up the water , ran him up 
to normal temperature, added the Rad-Seal, replaced the radiator cap, and 
awaited results. While we waited for the fountain from the transfer port 
to die down, we forgot that aIL the while the water loss was emptying the 
system ta such an extent that the top of the radiator tubes were exposed 
to the atmosphere - and this caused more congealing of Rad-Seal just where 
i t wasn' t wanted. 

The cure was half a packet of I.e.I.'s best household soda, and a 
couple of longish trips to circulate it, and then a drain, radiator re­
moval and a back-flush which produced a handful of nasty bro~~ gravel. The 
radiator is back to its old throughput now, which means ihat it will take 
the flow from 3500 rpm - anything over that, and the water backs up in the 
header tank and overflows. The next step, to remove the rock of ages, is 
either a caustic soda enema (radiator off the car, of course~) or a com­
p1etely new radiator core, both of which steps we have been putting off 
for sorne years. 

(We have shown the above notes to Humphrey 1 who comments:-
Brian is mistaken if he thinks he got such a scientific explanation of 

the action of Rad-Seal from me - i t must have been from John Burnell, who 
l remember took part in the same conversation. 

The best stuff ta use in an elderly radiator l have found to be Bars­
leaks, which is obtainable t'rom Halfords. It circulates with the water, -
do es not clog an. already restricted radiator and has the added attraction 
that it discourages t he pump from leaking. 

At the risk of being kicked ugly one dark night by Mr.Holt, l would 
uFge Qwners of elderly carS never to u se Radweld. It works, but on old, 
furred radiators it has the happy knack of cloggin everything.) 



AnY0ne wa nt a raci ng beetleback? 
Jane Ca tt e rmull, wh o _dveti at Wharf Cot tage, Lacock, Wilts, has b een 

trying for severa l months to sell her e xtre me ly quick 1930 Silver Eagle 
b eetl e bac:.:k, formerly t he property of Coo pe r - Bri s tol Oh'ner Barry Simps on. 

Enquiries in poss e ss ion of the r.i g ht- s i zcd bag o f gold s hould, we 
s ugges t , l eave their post-vintage Alvi s e s r ound the corner and avoid 
mentioning the A.O,C. uniil they ha ve clinche d the l1cal - otherwi se 
Ca lami ty J a ne (who i s typist, di s tribuLor and s ub- e di tor- o !'-la s t-res ort for 
the Regi Gter Circular) is liabl e ta erup t . We do hüpe the car gues to 
another good home , Jane. 

Swe e t Se vent e en? 
Me mher G,N . Clepp of Paignton, Devon ha s acquired a Holbroak-bodi e d 

car, which Re d Triangle have identified a s a 1937 TF 16 . 95. A glance 
through Ken Day's book s hows this ta have b een a "Seventeen", a model 
which e ~'jcapes us (though there was a Seventeen in the early thirties) -
sorn e kind of Crested Eagle, perhaps. An unu s ua1 f eature is that t he 
throt tl e linkage goes thro u gh a sort of tunnel through the cylinder block . 
CCln a nyone e lucidat e ? Better still , can anyone give any more information? 

Jilll Kc nnard in Brutus , apparently <:' l1gaging in il li ttle pig-stic :üng 
wi t h his brolly . Am used l ookcrs - on i nclu de Ray \t'hitfi eld, Robi n ~1 oore, and 
Tcù and Cyril Sayer . P hoto tak en by Grahame Be nnett at The \\'e lli ng i on get­
l ogether 1ast October . ( 'l'hinks - why doesn' t J i m c ha l lenge Sam Clu tto n f a ", 
the t.ill e of Fastest Umb rella up P rescot t "!) 

Readers write 

mml HENRY STONOR of CHENOR ESTATE, JERANTUT .P.O. , PAHANG, ~IALAYSIA . 

Actually, l ha ve beell a member of the A. O.C. for s ome years , and only 
res igned at the end of 1968 or s o, having s old my TA21 (a v e ry unconvinc­
ing e xcuse - Ed .) . Of cours e, as saon a s this happe ne d, l f e ll for the 
third (and l hope 1ast) time, for a Speed Twenty. 

It had a real bas tard body (put on in 1958). t he front half of which 
· was copied from an Allard, with the Alvi s radiator s loped back, built-in 
headlamps etc. l out-e d with my hacksaw and sawed it c l ean off th~ fir s t 
night . The photo e nc losed s hows the t'orm the ne w front has t aken, and live 
now cut a wh(Jle in the back , counte rsunk the s pare wheel , and she's be­
gi nn i ng ta look il 1itt1c like a car of the thirties . 

~lr . Trent tell s me it sho u l d have P.IOO he a dlamps , whercas l've put 
P.SOI S on. l f e el P . IOO' s a re tao large for the ALvi 1::i radiator (couldn't 
agree mor e , apart 1'rom the Spe ed 25 a nd 4 . 3 - Ed.); onIy RaIl s -Rayee ean 
wear t hem s uc c essfuLly, and perhaps M.45 Lagondas . 

l' ve got a di sg,u f::i ting eagle mascot that l ooks as if the e agle i s 
dying and about to fall off t he r a d. The vi c w of iis bac ks ide fro m the 
dr.iver' ,s seat i s rcpul s iv c and 1 was alwa y s exp ecting white b i obs to 
a pl,ear on the windsc r een, 5 0 1 threw it away. Any hape of ge t t ing il ne w 
eagl e, like the one 1 had on my S ilver Eagle (sec Chai rlllan ' s Ca l umn - Ed. ) ? 



FRO~l 1 .~1. WRIGHT of CHEZ NOUS, BUNGLERS WAY, BRIGHLINGSEA . 
1 am glad that 'Puzzled' has had the courage to question the absurdly 

overrated interest in so- called sporting events (January Bulletin), be­
cause l too am horrifi e d that peopl e s hould ri s k damaging irreplaceabl e 
motor cars in f urtherance of their own selfi s h e nj oyment. 

1 get a n i mmense amount of pleasure from my own car , a nd words cannot 
express my feeling of pride at seeing i t whe n it came back ta me after a 
complete rebuild . It would be criminal ta take it on to the race track to 
praye what 1 know a lready , namely that i t is, if possible, even bet ter 
now than the day it left the Works , thirty- three years ago . Of course it 
i8 the same if one does the work oneself - the car i8 just too valuab l e 
ta risk, and for this r eason 1 do flot use it indiscrimi nately on the road . 
However, 1 do try to get along to National Al.vis Day to see a U the other 
wonderful oid cars in the car park - the weather is usually fine , sa there 
i8 not much dan ger that the car will get wet - a nd my normal practice i s 
ta take it up on a trailer, then drive it the last couple of miles to 
Crystal Palace . Unfortunately last year the engine would not start a nd 1 
had ta take it aI l the way on the trailer . Of course l received a few 
chiJdish r emarks , ma inly from the so- called sporting fraternity who had 
probably flogged their cars urunercifuUy aH the way there , but needless 
to say 1 did not t ake these seriously. 

ls it too much to hope , ~lr.Editor, that you have relinquished t he 
post of Competition Secretary because you have seen t he li ght, and that 
you will j oin our campaign for t he abolishment of t his post a nd for the 
di scouragement of this type of activity, which can only lead ta the event­
uai destruction of t he valuable machinery which aIl right-minded enthus­
iasts cherish? 
FROM I.RALEIGH of THE PADDOCK, BROOKLANDS ROAD, WEYBRIDGE 

I t takes aIl sorts to make a world - 'Puzz l ed' (Jan.Bulletin) doesn't 
approve of 'Sporting' events for old cars , so here are a few points in 
t heir favour", 

Manufacturers such as Alvis have a.l ways r elied heavi ly on private a nd 
Works entr ies in sporting events , endurance trials etc. to publi c ise a nd 
sell their cars , and Bince the early 1920 ' s Alvis cars have proved them­
selves fast, rugged a nd reliable for sporting use as we Il as for everyday 
motoring, and a joy ta drive on the open r oad . 

Where can we enjoy driving these days? - certainly not ta and from 
work, in the rush hour, going s hopp i ng on a Saturday or going to the sea­
side in a traffic jam on a Sunday . With due deference 1 would suggest that 
it is better t o use and wear out the modern tinware on t hese occasions 
a nd keep the Alvis for proper motoring. 

So what is proper motoring? - touring on quiet roads, dr ivi ng in 
company with cars and drivers of like performance and interests. 

And whe r e can we do thi s? - weI l, perhaps 'Puzzled' can answer this 
question, or is it possible t hat he gets bis enjoyment from poli s hing his 
car and listening to the 'they-don't- make-them-like-tbat-nowadays '? The 
sporting enthusiasts answer is to enter rallies , trials, r aces etc. Cl oser 
acquaintance with the sporting fraternity would s how 'Puzzled t that com­
petitive motoring encourages an owner ta keep his car in sound mecha nica l 
condition, and if the car does get damaged, it is generally quickly re­
paired, in contrast to the l ess enthusiastic type, whose car may be off 
the road for years following a minor mi s hap. ~lany old cars would not have 
s urvi ved at a Il if it had not been for the sporting enthusiast, Oll tlu 
lookout for a basis for a good car for competiti.on, a nd t he days ha ve l ong 
passed "hen an ori ginal car i s destroyed to make a special. 

So competition encourages us to get our cars running properly and to 
keep them that way; it provides a n incentive f or the supply of spare parts; 
it enables us to enjoy the us e of our cars a nd to di s cuss them. as more 
than idle Museum pieces, wi t h other enthusiastsj but above aIl, compe­
tition continues to uphold the prou d narn e of ALVIS in the manner in which 
the Cornpany' s reputation was built up. 

Of course, if someone were to organise a Tour of Britain every few 

thoroughly overhauled and tuned by one of our foremost sport s car special­
ists in Stockholm, and thus was i n really good condi tion. As the prospect 
of driving the car at once was extremely tantalising, and as no petrol was 
to be had, 1 deci ded to fit a producer gas plant. To choose the right one 

among more than 500 different types then on t.he market was no easy task. 
Finally, however, l decided on the Ello, which combined compact a nd 
straightforward design with light wei ght a nd long life, a choice that 1 
have had no reason to regret. It is very easy to look a fter (though pretty 
dirty, of cou r se). A dinner jacket is not the recommended wear when start­
ing a producer gas - equipped car! 

"But this producer is remarkably easy to start . Even wi th a complete­
ly extinguished producer it i8 no impossibility to have t he engine started 
less than three minutes from put ting a match into the fire vent. As can be 
seen in the photos the spare wheel and luggage l ocker -were r emoved a nd the 
producer was fitted i n the cavity. The three S .U. carburettors were re­
moved and a simpl e Bugatti-type induction manifold was made to fit, with 
one large gas carburettor. Bosch 95 plugs were fou nd most suitable after 
trying more t han fifteen di fferent sets . 
Performance Figures. nIn its present form the car i s certainly one of the 
fastest i n the country and has a quite remarkable performa nce for an un­
supercharged producer gas car . On several occasions speedometer readings 
of between 80 a nd 85 m.p.h. have been recorded, the highest reading being 
86 . 5 on a l ong straight piece of r oad . On third the acceleration is quite 
'rip snort ing ' and it i s also very sat i sfactory on top gear. Re cently the 
car covered 55 miles in l hour 8 minutes, on a n emergency drive un der ad­
verse conditions, the journey being undertaken in darkness and rain on 
narrow twisting roads, an achievement whi c h s hows the fine performance 
capabilities. To improve the performance still more l intend to fit a 
Roots blower off a 2.3 li t re racing Bugatti, and a l so bave pl a ns for 
shortening the chassis a foot or 80 just in fro nt of t he rear axle forward 
spring s hackl es and for rebuilding the car as a two-seater wi t h cycle-type 
wings in true ex-racer style. 

ttThe Alvis is a wonderful car to work on - everything i s so easy to 
get at and it is a s uper quality job in every r espect. The only trouble 
exper ienced has been front-wheel wobble, which was cured by carefully 
c hecking the toe-in a nd by balancing the wheels with lead wei ghts . The 
radiator often boils, but a ne w water pump with i ncreased capacity will 
probably cure that, too. Otherwi s e this car has given excell ent service. 
After the war , however, 1 hope to be able to come over to England in order 
to acquire a first-class super sports car, a 3~-litre S.S.loo, 4.3 li t re 
Alvi s sports tourer, 2-l itre Aston Martin or 1500 c .c. H. R.G. Finally, 1 
s hould like to send my greetings to aIl enthusiasts in England and my wish 
that The Autocar will soon bristle again with records of meetings at 
Brooklands , Donington, Shelsley and s o on. May those days not be far off . n 



Talking of Sports Cars (No. 172) 
(One o f t he Editor 's earli est memori es i 8 of watching a bu s con­

ductress take a bag of coke from under the sta irs of her ST doubl e - decker, 
and go out and stoke up t he producer-gas plant on a trailer be hind. This 
a r tic l e, f rom an oId 'Autocar', tell s of a Speed Twenty with a s imilar 
conversion. One wonders what it did to the handling. - Ed .) 

Thi s week's s ports car i8 unusual for two t hings. Its owner lives in 
Sweden and hi s Alvis runs on producer gas. Very few sports cars, to my 
knowledge, have been converted to producer gas operation in this country . 
As one r eason few owners of s uch cars would t ake the risk of e ngi ne de­
terioration arising from the for e ign matter which reaches the internaIs 
from the average producer plant known to us here , in spite of the quite 
e laborate filtration systems devised to remove solids from the gas. 
Secondly, the performance 108 S us ually associated with producer gas i s so 
considerable as to make s uch a conversion of no interest to a sports car 
owner except for s heer utility purposes . 

But one knows that in Sweden producer gas development has go ne fur­
ther than probably in any other country, a nd I daresay that the performance 
of a gas-conve rted car as known there would surprise anyone with experience 
of our own efforts in this direction. Othe r countries had developed pro­
ducer gas actively before the war; here it was never regarded at aIl 
favourably except as a purely wartime experient, and now seems to be al­
most forgot ten. 

Another inportant point is that in Sweden, with its forests, what I 
believe is the ideal fuel for producer plants, charcoal. is readily avail­
able . At all events it seems clear enough, this Alvis being capable of 
showing speedometer readings between 80 and 85 rn.p.h. on "gas" that a 
thing or two must be known in Sweden about getting power from this alter­
nat i ve fuel. This performance bas been obtained, too, without super­
chargeing, a known means of extracting very much improved performance 
from an engine operating on producer gas. 

It is interesting to pierce the dark cloud, arising from restricted 
communications, in which the Scandinavian countries have been shrouded 
for some four years, by the receipt of these notes from the Alvis owner, 
Tommy H. Brahmer, of Rotebro, near Stockholm. 1 suppose Sweden has been 
known in this country from the motoring sport point of view only for the 
winter Grand Prix , held on a frozen lake - an event which, as Mr.Brahmer 
reminds us, one or two British drivers have visited - and to those Monte 
Carlo Rally competi tors who started their run from Umea. Rere are ~1r. 

Brahmer's remarks. Vizor 
"Interest in this country in motoring sports cars is almost non­

existent. AlI kinds of motor racing are practically banned by the authori­
ties, even in peacetime; consequently the number of sports and racing cars 
is very small. Rowever, we are a small band of really dyed-in-the-wool 
enthusiasts; real lovers of supercharger scream (we calI it song, of 
course) and of the smell of pure Castrol R. We keep together in the re­
cently founded Swe dish Enthusiasts Club, whose missi on it i s to arrange 
enthus iast meet ings, hill-climbs and 50 on in days to come - that is to 
say 1 when the petrol has returned Q 

"As l hav e indicated, sports cars are ,extremely scarce here in 
Sweden. The whole collect ion consists of only a few ~1. G.~lidgets and Mag­
nettes , sorne Le Mans Singers, a handful of old Alfas and Bugattis (mostly 
1.5 and 2.3 litres) , some Type 328 G.P. Frazer Nash-B.M . W. s , and my own 
Alvi s Speed 20 sports tourer. Despite being of 1933 vintage this is sti ll 
a grand car. It was brought to Sweden in 1936 and competed with sorne 
s uccess in a number of races, among others in our l ast big ice race on the 
frozen Lake Flaten in 1937, which May perhaps be r emembered . Ian Connell 
came over here to compete with hi s beautiful 1,500 c . c . E.R.A. 
Better Than No ~Iotoring. "The Al vis came into my hands i n 1942 and had 
then been laid up for two years. Immediately before laying up it had been 

mont hs , t hi s mi ght provi de an acceptable s ubst i tute for the rallying t hat 
'Puzzled' deplor es , but would he not al so depl ore a route which i ncludes 
t he hazards of Hardknott a nd Wrynose (Unfa ir to Old Cars )? 
FROM TONY COLLINS of 165 OATLANDS DRIVE, WEYBRIDGE, SURREY 

~1ay l r eply to 'Puzzl ed 1 of January whose cry f rom t he heart appear s 
to have gone unheeded in your February i ssue? l s us pec t t hat the absence 
of name and address disguises an editori a l ploy (not so Ed.) - an at tempt 
to get a s pot of controversial correspondence under way - but t aking t he 
t hing at its face value l must assume that 'Puzzl ed ' ls a l a dy and a non­
driver and may therefore be for given on both counts for her muddle-he aded­
~ess . (There are , of course, sorne men who are equally c luel ess a nd a fair 
number of l adies who have graduated to a proper awareness of what is kind 
or unkind to motor cars - but l simply can't believe that a man would hide 
behind the nom de plume 'Puzzled'.) 

Bri efly 1 aIl motor cars worth preserving ",ere made to be used, and 
mos t Alvises were bred of a design (or desi gns) intended · to attract the 
sporti ng mot ori s t. They were made to withstand daily usage over roads that 
would make 'Puzzled ' r each for her safety belts (unheard of then other 
than in a ircraft) and many standard products were factory prepared for 
racing and other sporting events. What was natural for them then is equally 
natural for them today provided they are properly maintai ned and prepared. 
The c lumsy "shopping only" driver can do more harm to transmission and 
wheels graunching his ( or her) way to the hairdressers and clobbering the 
kerb half-a-dozen times whil e slotting into a parking bay, than the 
average enthusiast will incur in several seasons of strenuous endeavour. 
'Puzzled' may not realise that the 'Wonderful old cars' s he sees engaging 

' in motor sport are scrutineered by experts prior to racing to ensure that 
conditions only too common among the 'shopping' cars are detected before 
the vehicles are allowed on the track. A loose or broken spoke, sloppy 
steering, a slack bearing, inadequate throttle return springing and a host 
of items overlooked by tlle "let' s put a gallon in the old girl and go for 
a pint at the local" brigade are each enough to disqualify the entrant 
until the fault is remedied. There is no surer way of keeping ageing 
machinery in tip-top condition and 1 would strongly recommend 'Puzzled' to 
find herself a boy-friend with a competition licence (racing category). 

Speed is, of course, relative, and one should not confuse lap times 
with enjoyment. It is much more fun getting round a circuit at an average 
of 50, 60 or 70 mph than bombing down a motorway flat-out (pre-70 limit 
days) - the enjoyment is all at the start and the corners, and speed is 
relative to the cars ahead and be hind or alongside. It is driver enjoyment 
which the spectator cannot share unless he or she has also dabbled. We 
occasionally have a go in spite of spectators, not because of them. 

One could go on and on with thi s theme, but if 'Puzzled' isn't en­
lightened by now she never will be, bless her. It takes aIl sorts ••• 
FROM J .H.GROTL of 521, OAK CREST LANE, WALLINGFORD, PA. U.S.A. 

I am enclosing some photos of a Speed 25 that 1 acquired several 
months ago. It is a 1938 Cross & Ellis, and has all of the l a ter model 
trimmings , such as dual exhaust, front and rear bumpers , (Fenders1 ), etc. 
etc •• As it happens , this is the first Alvis that 1 ever saw. About twelve 
years ago 1 was on a week long Class ic Car Club tour, and the owner of 
this car joined us for a day. That was the begi nning of my Alvis love 
affair. A numbe r of times since then the car has been offered for sal e, 
but never at a time whe n l was in a position ta buy it. Also, for sorne 
reason that i s completely beyond me, no-one el se ever purchased it_ Sever­
al times l even tried to interest various people in purchasing it. Recent­
ly 1 did something that few American car collectors have done - 1 sold an 
Americ an car t o someone overseas . Thus was l able to acquire my first 
love. 
FROM S . H. GOSS of 3 LONG MEADOW, HUTTON, BRENTWOOD, ESSEX . 

In the course of re-building my TA14 (which i s another story) 1 had 
the s tarter and dynamo overhauled by a small firm who spec i alise in auto­
electrics , they are Martin Bros. of 131 Angel Lane, Stra tford E.15 (not 

1 

1 

.j 



far from Stratford Station). The proprietor ~1.A.!t,lartin i s a mine of in­
formation on car electrics and an Alvis e n t hu s iast at present re-building 
a TA2l. He specialises in magneto repairs and has s orne mugnetos in stock,. 
which a rc s uitabl e for Speed 20 or Speed 25 cars. They are B.T.H. types 
J.D.6 and C.E.6. l have alh-ays found his prices very reasonable and hi s 
workman s hip first class, us ual disclaimer of course. 

P. S . Humphr ey Coll i s \I/i Il need to s \\'i tch ta hi s tory if he 1 s ta work 
out the res ult s for l070~ s ee Feb./March Bulleti n. 
FRO~1 DR.K.K.EATON of THE CEDAR HOUSE, POPES WOOD RaAD, BINFIELD,NR.BRACKNELL 

\Vi th reference to John Fox 1 s article on Autonumerolo g;y ~lajor Quil ton' s 
TA14 appears on the front cover of i ssue no. 171 of November 1967. At this 
stage i t was 2 nd Novice Concours, Nort he rn Alvis Day land was owned by 
W.D.Donov an. (T i me we sa w it again! - Ed.) 

Puzzle Corner - Solution 
The upper' picture j n the Februnry/Mar'ch Bu'! j eti n dcpicted a 1935 

Charlesworth-bodied Specd Twenty saloon , formerly t h e prGperty of (guess 
\\'ho'?) Ar thur Hardy - at least that's wha t he assurcd us at the latcs t Fox 
and Gcose meeting. (Ii 's really lime the South- Eastern Chairlilan got himself 
~lIlOther Alvis - he sold this o ne in 1~'58:) Art hur wo u ldn't aùmit that 
thel'e was anytlüng out of the ordinary about it, but it looks from the 
picture that j t \vélS specially stretched so that the occupants could \..-ear 
top hats - a n undertaker' s car, perhaps? 

As for I a in ~lacGregor 1 s car 1 \I/e shail huve ta taJ.:::e hi rII at hi s ward -
i t was ni ce to heur l'rom him aIter aJ l these years - he was one of the 
lIIonthly horde tll~lL desce nd ed on the Warren Wood Hotel at Woodford in the 
balmy (lay.5 of yesteryear. 

(On reflection, l don't believe eit her of them. The tea-cup boes to 
Philip Thompson, for an outstanding piece o f qe t ection. Arthur's and Iain's 
stories are Sa incredible thaL, to Lluote the immortal Bolmes in "The Sign 
of Four rr , 1 when J'ou have eli . inLlted the impossible, \dlatever remains, how­
ev cr improbable, must be the truth'.) 

FRO~1 P. THO~IPSON of 50 ACRESFIELD ROAD, THIPERLEY, ALTRINCHM1, CHESHIRE 
He Puz.zlc Corner. My solution i 8 as follO\.;s: Top illustration 4.3 

rolling chassis. Body Van Den Pl as (?) as far as roof line, TA21 aft of 
windscreen pillars, probably 12/70 Mulliner rear mudguards. Bottom illus­
tration. If this is not a TA14 i t must be 3Ll or 3L2 but my guess is -
TA14 chassis, Grey Lady front mudguards eut vertically from highest point; 
Bonnet cut dO\'ffi TA21. No more obvious Al vis bits. 
FROM IAIN MACGREGOR of WI NKLEBURY SELF SERVE, WHITEFIELD ROAD, BASINGSTOKE 

Hav ing Just received the Februaryfita rch Bulletin l was enchanted to 
see a photo graph of possibly the best car 1 have ever O\\Ded under Puzzle 
Corner, and as 1 frequently require cups of tea l will tell you that the 
ve!ücle is - or was - a 1948 TA14 Alvis (would yOll believe!l with a body 
made by a firm in Bristol called Bosti stos , and which was modified by 
yours truly. 

The photograph - or indeed both p hoto graphs were taken at Crystal 
Palace i n l believe 1957 when l was competing at National Alvis Day . The 
car at that time was made up to TB14 specifications and shortly after the 
photograph was taken the engine was re-built, primarily due to the 
announcer ' s comments as to the two tones of blue, one the car and the 
other the sTlloke coming from the exhaust pipe. l sold the car in 1960 to a 
very good friend of mine who has si nce become my partner in this business, 
and he s old i t SOllIe 3 years later having used i t as hi s honeymoon car. 
Since then l have lost touch wi th i t but shouid the vehicle still be on the 
road - and l see no reason why it s hould not, a nd s hould the owner be a 
member of the club - if not why not? l h'ould love to hear from hint. 

Since selJing NHW 4 l have had two Aston t-1artins a DB2 and DB5 Drop­
head, which have each cast Ille more pel' year in maintenance and repairs 

the Club willing and able tn unùertake restoration whic h in time will en­
sure the appearance of another Alvis on the road. 
Sunshine Roofs 

l hav e just completed arrangements wi th Wil sons l\utomobiles and 
Coachworks Ltd. of Epsom who wi.ll fit Weathershield Sunshine Roofs to the 
'rD, TE a nd TF series at an overall cast of ~45 less 15% discount on pro­
duction of membership cards. ~lembers who are interested in taking ad­
vantage of this offer s hould contact Mr.B.Heels at Wilsons, Nonsuch 
Industrial Estate , East Street, Epsom; Tel. No . Epsom 2640l. 
Alvis Sil ver Eagies 

In response to my note which appeared in the January issue a number 
of Alvis Eagles are i n course of preparation. It is expected that delivery 
tillle will be between two and three months and l must inform members that 
in view of rising costs the new price will be i6 plus postage. 

General Secretary's Notes 
ANN UAL GENERAL ~1EETING 

E.P . O~IAN. 

The Annual General Meeting was held at the Alvis Wo rks, Coventry, on 
4th April, 1971, wi th Eric Oakman in the chair. 

The Meeting was overshadowed by the President's announcement of the 
death of the Vice President, Laurie Halliwell, in whose memory a minu te's 
silence was observed. 

In his report the President, Ken Day, stressed the need to encourage 
young members , and wi t h this in mind was offering a trophy in memory of 
T.G.John, to be awarded annually ta an outstanding performance by a young 
member. 

Afler the reports had been received from the Chairman and other 
officiaIs, the election of Dfficers took place. AlI were prepared ta 
serve again and 'I/ere re-elected, wi th the exception of Norman 
Purday, the Public Relations Officer, and Brian Ledwith, Competition 
Secretary. Tony Cox was elected Publi c Relations Officer, and Humphrey 
Col lis was elected Competition Secretary. Norman Purday agreed to accept 
the post of Vice-President. 

Presentations were dealt with by the President to Maurice Gallaher 
and Ray Whitfi e ld, the r eti ring South Eastern and South Western Secre­
taries, and ta Norman Purday. 

The Alvis Day Trophy was won by Jirn Oakman and the Inter-Section 
Shield by the Sou tb-Eastern Section. 

Al vis Limi ted arl~anged the usual excellent lunch and we were pleased 
to see Mr.David Michie of Red Triangle present. Forty-two members attended . 

O.!IJ.TRENT. 

The Old Order Changeth 
After a reign of seven years, which must consti tute sorne kind of a 

record, Ray Whitficld has .stood down from the post of South-Western Secre­
tary. In a far-flun g section in which communications by road are far from 
good, Rdy has done a fine job, i n recogni tion of which he was presented 
\I/ith a watch at t he recent A.G.J'.-1. We hope this won't lIIean we shall b e see­
ing l ess of Ray and his Silver Eagle in the future. 

Ray'.::; successor i s Brian Bennett, who l'uns a 1939 SB 4.3 s aloon, and 
has in addition a 1932 SA Speed Twenty with the very rare Charleslvorth 
saloon body. Brian is so licitor to the Devon and Cornwall Constabulary for 
hi s s ins (and no doubt many other people's), and we offer him our best 
wishes in hi s new post. 



A Tribute ta Laurie Halliwell 

Over the past twenty years 1 words of mine have appeared in the 
Bulletin from time ta time, mostly in light-hearted vein . These present 
words however, are penned in shocked and sombre mood , to pay tribute to a 
most valued member of the Club - and moreover , to a great personal friend, 
Laurie Halliwell. 

His passing , at the age of 47, is both tragic and premature and still 
seems to me as something of a bad dream. What it must have meant to June 
and their family must be beyond description . l can only hope that the real 
sympathy and loving thoughts of their friends may have been some comfort 
to them t for these they have had in large measure since the news was known . 

Laurie's original connections are of course, with the Northern 
Section , which he first joined in 1954, making an immediate impact as a 
first-class organiser. Happy memories of excellent events in the North 
come back as one peruses oid copies of the Bulletin, the s uccess of most 
of them being due to Laurie's expertise. It was at this t ime that we be­
canle close friends, along with Wilf Powell, Henry Newton, Frank Munro, 
Norman Routledge, John Gurney and other old Northern "hands". 

l was therefore delighted when , on becoming Chairman of the Club in 
1960, the Club agreed with me that Laurie should be Vice-Chairman, or , as 
it then waS t Chairman- Elect. The years that folloh'ed of my Chairmanship 
and subsequently of his own occupancy c f the Chair was a time of collab­
oration and close , harmonious relationship between us. The Club owes much 
to his solid Yorkshire qualities and wise influence. 

No-one, it is said - particularly nowadays - is indispensable or 
irreplaceable. This is undoubtedly true, as far as organised bodies of 
any sort are concerned , but those of us who had the great pleasure of 
being his friends, know that his passing leaves a gap for us which can 
never be filled. The Club has suffered a notable loss and l am sure that 
l speak for aIl members in acknowledging grateful l y the work and effort 
that Laurie put in to aIl his Cl ub duties . l am equally sure that June 
and his family can count on every assistance they may need from the wide 
circle of Laurie's friends in the Club. 

l am grateful for his friendship and proud of my association with 
him both inside and outside the Club over 80 many years . 

J.E.B. 

Chairman's Calumn 
At our Annual General Meeting held on Sunday , 4th April (a report on 

which appears e1sewhere in this issue) , me mb ers wer e discussing in general 
terms the acute shortage of Alvis cars and , in particular , the large num­
ber of cars both pre and post war residing in garages and s heds aIl over 
the country awaiting , or undergoing, restoration which , in certain cases, 
has been going on for up to fifteen years . 

1 believe there must be hundreds of car s in varying stages of 
restoration t or awaiting restoration , and it would be of great interest to 
the Club if a register of these cars could be compiled with brief details 
as to the amount of work already undertaken , the amount still to be do ne 
and the approximate date of completion . l would be very grateful, there­
fore, if members would be kind enough to let me have information on these 
lines to enable a list to be prepared. 

If you own an Alvis which is unlikely to be restored for time , health 
or financial reasons, and you are anxious to find a home for this car, 
perhaps you would care to let me have details when l can arrange to publish 
these in future issues of the Bulletin as l know there are many members in 

than the Alvls co st me in 6 years ownership. There must be a moral some­
where! 

The body of the TA14 was aIl aluminium and if my memory serves me 
correct it was between 3 and 5 cwt. lighter than t he standard coach built 
saloon . The top speed was around 90 mph, and had the front not been built 
like a tank it may weIl have do ne the ton. 

The reason for this 'special' was l believe due to the Alvis chassis 
being available in greater numbers than the coach makers could provide 
the bodies, hence the number of 'specials ' around this time mainly built 
as station wagons. 

l still have a 1932 Speed 20 which l have been rebuilding in fits 
and bursts for the last 7 years, and will one day settle down and make a 
body for it - the trouble with owni ng a Garage appears to be that customers 
cars al ways come first, and the time available for uninterruptable work 
on the Speed 20 is - and has been - nil. 

New members 
Name Address Year & Engine Chassis Re![d . No . 

Model No. No . Ctwork 
Stallard,M .J . 64 Newbold Terrace East-,-- UW 7251 
4352 (M) Newbold Comyn , 1928 Carbodies 

Leamington Spa,Warks . S/Eagle 8365 7914 6 L. Sa!. 
Bu l ey,K.B. 186 Ashridge Way, 1946 NMX 95 
4353 (SE) Sunbury, Middx. TA14 20789 20789 Mulliner 
Evans,D.T. Llaindelyn , Llanrhystyd, 1960 6935 UG 
4354 (~t) Cards. TD2l 26461 26461 P1I' SaI. 
~lartin,C.1I'.P. 38 Southfield, 1965 DRH 400 C 
4355 (N) Hessle , E. Yorks. TF2l 27281 27281 Mulliner 
Hodges,H. 563 Oldham Road, 1947 JWB 2 
4357 (N) Rochdale, Lanes . TA14 21553 21553 Mulliner 
Sharp, A.G. 297 New North Road , 1932 
4358 (SE) Hainault,llford,Essex . 12/60 KY 2174 
Redfern,Dr.J.S . Whitchurch Road, 1965 NLG 618 C 
4359 (M) Wellington,Telford,Salop . TF21 27236 27236 Mull . PW 
Litchfield,F.C. 7 Porters Croft, 1963 PW SaI. 
4360 (M) Harbourne,Birmingham 17 . TD2l 26674 26674 601 YNN 
Hey,J.M . 26 Whitegates Road, 1939 FNB 989 

& 

Salo 

p/W 

SaI . 

SaI . 

4361 (N) Middleton,Manchester. Sp . 25 15124 14640 C' worth Salo 
Woolstenholmes,I.30 Park Road, Deeping 1937 DUU 900 
3005 (M) St . James, Peterborough. Sp.25 14804 18701 Special 2-str. 

1930 KlI' 9650 
TJ 12/5 8932 8436 C&E (1926)Tr . 

ft1oore ,R.F. 21 Coison Gardens , 1954 KDP 499 
4362 (SE) Loughton, Essex . TC21/l00 25756 25756 Tickford DHC 
Stone,T.H . 10 Ipswich Crescent, 1935 BLT 697 
4363 (M) Great Barr, B' haro 22A. F/bird 13294 12844 C&E DHC 

\ Nops,P.J . Staff Officers Mess, 1963 992 HYU 
4364 (SE) H.M. Dockyard ,Portsmouth. TD2l 26992 26992 PW Salo 
Roper Marshall,N.M. 57 Chalcombe Close , 1930 DV 5914 
820 (SW) Littlestone , Bristol , S/Eagle 8644 13078 Salo 

BSR 6EP 
Shutl er,C.C. 89 Harestone Valley Rd. ,1932 FV 3269 
4365 (SE) Caterham,Surrey . CR3 6HQ. F/fly 10704 14962 C&E SaI . 
Grainger,A.G. 5 Arundel Cl ose , 1937 DYA 433 
4366 (SE) Cheshunt, Herts. S/Crest TH14655 19103 Holbrook SaI. 
Shelley,A.J. 134 Rosemary Hill Road, 1964 AJS 16 
4367 (M) Little Aston,Streetly, TF2l 27147 27147 P1I' DHC 

Sutton Coldfield,Warks. 
Corbett,N. 56 Netherfield Road, 1935 ANG 606 
4368 (N) Guiseley, Leeds, 1520 9DN F'bird 13307 12857 C&E DHC 



WE SPECIALISE IN MECHANICAL 

OVERHAULS AND TU NIN G ON 

ALL MODELS 

GOOD SPARES SERVICE AND 

SALES OF SECOND HAND VEHICLES 

CONTACT D. W. I(lTCHENER O. G. T. RUSSELL 

VINTAGE RACING CARS NORTHAMPTON LTD. 
DERBY ROAD GARAGE NORTHAMPTON TELEPHONE :. 32154 

oub 
Past Presidents 

Associated w ith the Royal Automobile Club 
Patrons 
S. C. H. DAVIS and C. G. H. F. DUNHAM 

A. G. Coles, R. P. Birks, A. Lees, A. James, Lt.-Col. E. B. Dewey, J. E. Brownbridge. 

Information 
Pre-War Car Registrar: 
Post-War Car Registrar: 
Club Insurallce Brokers: 

Bankers ' 
Club Film Custodian : 
RA .C. Associated 

Membership : 

C. Hutehinson, 1 Thurston Close, Unsworth, Bury, Lanes. 

D. Culshaw. 27 Whiteside Avenue, Hindley, Nr. Wigan, Lanes. 

Messrs. C. Ho ward & Sons, 6/7 Botolph Alley. London, LC3. 
A. P. R. Nob le, Laurence Ph ilipps & Co. (lnsuranee) Lld ., 1 Leadenhali Street , 

London, E.C.3. (01-626 78 11) 

ilardays Bank Lld. , Cherry hint on, Cambridge. 

South-Eastern Sectio n Secre tary (sec opposite) . 
Mrs. Wendy Gallaher, 48 Egbert Gard ens. RUl1\" ell, Wiek fo rd , Essex . 

Badges & back Bulletins: Membership Secretary (sec above). 

(Car iladges.[ 1. 50 : Brooch and Hutton-hole Badges 25p; Tics i1 .05; Tran sfers 12Y,p ; Key Rin gs JOp ; 
back Bulletins 71/2 p each. 

1 nstruction Manuals and Photograph Albums 
(These may be borrowed by MI'MBERS ONLY against a deposit , by eheque payable to A.O.C. whieh will 
be returncd whcn the manual/album is rcturncd. Pleasc send separa te chcqu c or P.O. to cover postage.) 

Manuals (Deposit [3. postage 15pJ: N. Whitton , 185 Wimbledon Park Road , Lo ndon. S.W. 18. 
Albums (Deposit [5. postage 75pJ: A. R. Buck, Westficld , Leck Road, Stoc kto n ilroo k. Stoke-o n-Trent. 

1 mportant Notices 
Ali material for the Bull etin must reach the Ed itor by the 15th of each month for inclusion in the following 
issue. Advertisements to re.eh the Editor by the 25th (THESE CANNOT BE ACCEPTEO OVER THE 
TELEPHONE 1. A li remittanees should be made payable to the "ALVIS OWNE R CLUB" and not to individuals. 

Changes 01 address should be notilied to the MEM6ERSHIP SECRETARY. 

INTER-REGISTER CAR DRIVING TESTS, 20th JUNE 
The rnernber clubs of the Inter-Register Club take i t in turns to or·­

gani se events, a nd the 12/50 Register alw.ys run • driving t est event at 
AIton Towers (a s tately home near Uttoxeterl on the day after V.S . C.C. 
Oulton Park. This year is no exception, and is bound to be an extremely 
pleasa nt day out for the family. There is a lot of entertainment fo r the 
children laid on, and one cao eat on the premises or ~ake a picnic. 

The Midland Section are holding a Social Event at AIton Towers to 
coincide with the Inter-Register meeting, in order t hat memb ers can enjoy 
not only the amenities of AIton Towers for their children but can also 
see fine turn-out of vintage Alvis car s doing battle with Fiats, O.M.18, 
Humbers, Aus tins and the like - no doubt, wi t h their usual outstanding 
success . 



Officiais 

President: 

Vice·President: 
Council: 

Chairman: 
General Secretary: 
Treasurer : 
Bulletin Editor: 
Competition Secretary: 

Membersllip Secretary: 

Public Relations Officer: 

Section Secreraries 
Sco!lish: 

Norrhern . 
Midlal1d · 

aVIs owner 
K. R. Day , 31 Penninglon Drive, Oatlands Chase, Weybridge, Sùrrey. 

(Wallon-on-Thames 25925) 
N. D. Purday. 
E. P. Oakman (Chaimwn), K. R. Day, A. G. Cain, B. Ledwilh. 

Ll.-Cdr. B. H. Clinkard, O. N. Trent. 
E. P. Oakman, 2 Cheyne Close, Gerrards Cross, Bucks. (Tel. 85890) 
O. N. Trenl, 73 Woodmanslerne Rd., Coulsdon, Surrey. (01-660 865 4) 
A. G. Cain. 70 Mimms Hal! Road . Pott ers Bar. Herls. (Tel. 52981) 
B. Ledwith, 102 Abbot, Park, London Road, St. Albans, Hert,. (Tel. 62118) 
H. Collis, 61, Dickinson Avenue, Croxley Green, Rickmansworth, Herts. 

(Rickmansworth 72742) 

E. W. Wimble, 82 Dorling Drive, Ewell, Surrey. (UI-393 4680) 

R. A. Cox, 23 Westgate Terrace, London, S.W.IO. 
(Tel. working hours 01-5895111, Ext. 2170) 

E. E. Gamley, 3 Laverockbank Terrace, Edinburgh 5. (031-552 2897) 

G. B. Chappel! , 4 Wilson Close, Tarleton , NT. Preston, Lanes. (Heskcth Bank 2908) 
M. J. Cummîns, Woodrow Hause , Woodrow, Chaddesley Corbett, \Vares. (Chaddcsley 

Corbett 309) 
South-Eastern: Ken Blake, 8 Gables Avenue, Boreham Wood, Herts. 

(01-9535471) 
South-Western: H, C, Bennett, 22 Lower Kings Avenue, Pennsylvania, Exeter. 

(Tel. Exeter 78208) 
American : 1. H. Grotz. 300 Kenney Street, Ridley Park, Pa. , U.S.A. 

Technical Adviser, 12/50s: S. Fletcher, Oak Trec Cottage, Hasketon, Nr. Wood bridge, Suffolk. (Woodbridge 
2574, Illlip ref. 247581) 

Technical Adviser & Spares Ll .-Cdr. B. H. Clinkard, Pump Farm , Assington, by Colchester, Essex. 
Registrar. 1932-39 cars: (Bures 378) 

Technical Adviser & Spares A. 1. Buck, Kimberley Bungalow, Potter Street, Sible Hectingham, Essex. 
Registrar. Post-War cars: (Hedingham 135) 

Cover car: 
The delectable Speed 25 
of American Section Secretary, 
J. H. Gratz. 
(see Readers Write) 

RED TRIANGLE 
AUTOSERVICES LIMITED 

Common Lane, Kenilworth, 
Warwickshire 

Telephone Kenilworth 57303 
Have taken over the entire stock of spares 
from Alvis Ltd. Coventry. 

With the approval of Alvis Ltd. 
continue to provide Spares and 
Facilities for ail Alvis Owners. 

they will' 
Servicing 

PLEASE CONTACT: 

KONI 
Shock Absorber 
Agents 

MR. DAVID MICHIE, Managing Director 
(formerly A/vis Service Manager) 

or 
MR. ROLAND SIM MONS 

(formerly A/vis Service Engineer) 



TOLERTON & 
BURKE LTD. 

M.O. T. TESTING ST A TION 
Sa TORBAY STREET (off Hawley Road) 

LONDON, N.W.1 

GULliver 2165 

THE 

SPECIAlISTS 

Grangewood 8571 

EVENINGS & WEEKENDS 

owneroub 
bu"e~in 
No. 21 1 May, 1971 

1 NSI DE : Speed 20 on Producer Gas / A Speed 20 Handbook 


