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EDITORIAL 
This month's front cover is a bit of a departure in more senses than one. Next month's Bulletin will 

he entirely devoted to the Tour brochure ilself which will he a larger format. Apologies to those who will find 
trouble with their binders and also to contributors whose words will have to he held over for a month, 
although Club Calendar and Small Ads will certainly appear. Pre-paid display advertisers not taking part in 
the Tour advertising will have their period extended by an extra mon th. ACter that a retum to what passes 
for normality. 

It is wonderful news that at last a new Speed 25 cylinder head is on the horizon. 1 don't know how 
long Council racked ils brains over the feasibility of producing these heads so it is great that a way has finally 
been found to remanufacture them. 

l'm pleased to have been able to do my bit to keep A1vis in the Iimelight since my Series 1 TD21 
drophead will be making fairly regular appearances onthe TV screen from the autumn. BBC Pebble Mill are 
currently filming Trainer, a series based on the Newbury racetrack. Il is the replacement for Howard's Way 
and stars David McCallum ( remember the Man from UNCLE! ) Susannah York and Nigel Davenport. As 
the man from the agency said, 'Mr McCallum plays a fairly eccentric character, so they wanted an eccentric 
sort of car.' 1 nearly put the phone down but refrained because 1 knew the dosh would come in handy. Sc 
look out for Alice Blue on your screens soon. 

Ben Lenthall 

PRESIDENT'S NOTES 
At the end of these notes you will find a photograph and details of the Speed 25 cylinder heads to 

which 1 referred to in my last notes. Whilst on the subject of spares, it seems that the demand for crown-wheel 
and pinion sels has not been fully met and so a further batch is to be made. Ratios will be the same as 
before; 3.8 and 4.1 on the large (35mm) pin ion and 4.3 and 4.5 on the small (30mm) pinion. Please let me 
know but DO NOT SEND any money at this stage. DO send a stamp addressed envelope. Priees very much 
the same as previously. 

No doubt you will read elsewhere that the Tour of Britain is to end with a mini-A1vis Day at 
Bressingham, Near Diss, some 22 miles south of Norwich. Bressingham Gardens and Steam Museum orrer 
something for the entire family and the East Anglian Section have gone to considerable lengths under John 
Wheeley's and Jack Qover's stewardship to ensure that we have a memorable day. 50 WE NEED YOUR 
SUPPORT. Don't trot out the excuse that 'it's too far' ..... .'1 shall be somewhere else' ..... say to yourself (and 
wife) '1 want to be at BRESSINGHAM'. If you can pay LOO to a private company to drive YOUR car, on 
PUBLIC roads for which you have already paid the Excise Duty, then whip smartly back on MAY 27th and 
enjoy yourself among friends and their cars. 
Speed 25 Cylinder Heads 
The manufacture of a limited batch of Speed 25 cylinder heads is at a fairly advanced stage. The first 
production head will be ready for testing in approximately six weeks. When tests have been satisfactorily 
completed the cylinder heads will be available for purchase within four weeks. 
As can be seen from the photograph the cylinder head is of a unitary construction, consisting of cast carbon 
steel combustion chambers and carbon steel plate water jacketing. Ail componenls are being argon-arc welded 
together. This construction has been satisfactorily proved in Rod Jolley's racing Giron over the past five 
years. 
Ail cylinder heads will he fully machined and complete with valve guides. There will be an option available 
to order the heads complete with studs, or without. The cylinder heads will be pressure tested and supplied 
in a black powder-coated finish. They will he individually packed in metal cases with a dampness inhibiting 
agent. This is because some purchasers may not use their heads immediately. 
According to the information now available the cost is expected to be in the region of n,ooo plus VAT. 
Orders are now being accepted by BJ Tube Bending Ltd, 23 St John's Street, Hythe, Southampton, in writing, 
accompanied by a deposit· of noo. Enquiries to the above address, telephone 0703 845558, Or fax 0703 
849158. 

Ernest Shen/on 
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CHAIRMAN'S COLUMN 
Following obsctvations in rcccni Bulletins rcgarding original calour schernes for prc-war Alvis cars. 

il might be interesting if 1 expl ain simitar details relating to my SA Spccd 20. 
The chassis was despatchcd from the Works in 1932 to Charles FalcH, who arrangcd for Van den Plas 10 

finish it, with one of the drop-hcad coupe designs prcpilrcd for his customcrs <lnd the complctcd car was 
rcgistcrcd in January 1933. 
Berore 1 bought "J]" il had becn, in reverse orde r of application, ail black. black with crca m sides .md 
originally blue. Small arcas of the original colour could sti ll be round, an cXlrcmc ly bright though light bluc, 
somcthing on the lines o f a Bugatti bluc, but a bit brightcr. The upho lslcry and carpets were clark blue and 
the hood was black. It must have stood out from the predominant colours of thal t ime, bul would have been 
very much in li ne with the 'jazz modern' styles of design favoured in many items from architeclure to 
ornaments of that era, Somehow, at the time of restoration, 1 r.:ould not reconcile myself 10 qui te thal original 
shade, although 1 was anxious Ih at it sho uld be blue and in the end, settled for the mid range lone which 
many of you will now kno w. \Vith hindsighl, or maybe it is maturing yeaTS, 1 Ihink 1 was wrong not ta use 
the original shadc. Il rcally must have looked very striking in 1933. 
1 learned Ihrough the VSCC thal conside ration is bcing givcn to producing Lucas switch SLC-O. This is the 
actual unit fitted 10 Invicta cars, but is very similar to that uscd on Speed 20's and it is the ralhe r complex 
barre l switeh mounted al the bottom end of the steering column Hnd used 10 opera te the lights and eharging. 

They will not be cheap, but c1early the greater the arder, the more favourablc the priee, so if any membcrs 
arc intcrested, 1 suggest you contact David Ayre o f Cedar Classk Cars on 0734 326628. 

Derek Bradbury 
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CLUB NEWS 
Mike Baker ",rites: 
Within Ihis issue you will see a sponsorship Carm rclating 10 the Tour of Britain which starts nex! monlh. May 
1 rcquCSl ail of you ta have a rcally good crack at raising as much money as possible for Age Conccrn. May 
1 suggcst that rathcr Ihan trying to get aclual milcage sponsorship you JUS! try 10 get donations which can he 
collcctcd immcdialc ly. l'm sure all your neighbours, workmatcs and [ricnds will be only tao happy to support 
Ihis venture. For cxample wc have approximatcly 1650 membcrs; if cverybody tried to collee! !2 per hcad 
from 15 fricnds and ncighbours elc., wc would casily mise the sumo SurcJy Ihis is not too difficull a lask. 

Plcasc note Ihat ahhough Ernest Shenton holds stocks of the Tour mugs, individual members shou ld apply 
10 their local section of(jcials or obtain theirs at Club events - Ed. 

TECHNICALITIES 
Cylinder Block Removal & Rcfitting 

SA 19.82hp 
SB 19.82hp 

Recently, the lower core plugs gave out on my Spced Twenty, filling the sump \Vith waler. Jt 's a lot of work 
10 rcmove and dismantle the engine and 1 set-to 10 find a simpler mclhod. Faclory records suggesl head 
removal prior to block removal bull have found Ihal the black CAN be removed and rc(itled wilh the head, 
carbs, man ifo lds and valve gear intact! This saves a lot of time. In addition it saves a[so removing and 
refitting 24 sump bolts, 12 pinned and bolted big ends, 21 cylinder hcad nuls and 14 manifold nuts, ail of 
which can give the ir own !ittle prablems when you arc in a hurry. 

1) Drain cooling system and sump, removc bonnet, radialor and slay rad. 
2) Remove the valve cover, corn press the valve springs and pu ll out Ihe push rads and lay Ihem oui 
on one side in order 50 that they may he replaced laler in thei r origina l positions. 
3) Disconnect the exhaust down-pipes nange, fuel feed 10 the carburettors, thrallle linkage, choke 
linkage, HT harne.ss, lemperature sender fram the lransfer port and the coolanl fced pipe belween 
the pump and the cylinder black. 
4) Rcmovc Ihe nuiS securing the cylinder black 10 the crankcase. Sorne of the corner ones arc il bit 
trid:y and il's handy la have one or IwO old BSF spanners \Vhich can have Iheir jav.'S angled la reach 
sorne of the more awJ..."Ward ones. One or two modified spanners are never wasted on an Alvis! 
5) Now it's lime 10 rope the blocklhead assembly ready for lifting. Vou will nccd 10 barraw or hire 

WANTED 
BY MEMBER, COllECTOR WHO lOVES 
AlVIS CARS, AND Will PURCHASE ANY 

MODEl, ANYWHERE. 

EDDIE QUELCH 

Waterhall Farm, Old Bedford Raad, Luton, Beds. 
Tel. Luton 576036 

Specialist in the Sale and Purchase of Alvis Cars 
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a small chain block or Haltrac hoist. A hydraulic crane is now use since it cannat be lowered without 
jerking. ne one end of the rope round the back emaust manifold outlet and the other end of the 
rope round the base of the water port at the front of the head. This will allow a reasonable balanced 
pull when lifting and breaking the seal between the block and crankcase. 
6) The lifting block is now tensioned and the block rocked from side ta side ta try and break the 
gasket seaL Mine reaUy took some shifting since it had been undisturbed for twenty years and 
excessive amounts of gasket cement had been used. It May be necessary ta thump the block around 
its lower f1ange adjacent ta the holding down studs with a heavy hammer and block of hard wood ta 
break the seal. On no account use a lever driven in under the block as this will damage the soft alloy 
compression plate and could damage the alloy crankcase. 
7) Once the seal has broken the block should be rocked sideways a few times ta check if the 
compression plate is coming with the black or staying behind. Begin a gentle lift ta about 1/4 inch 
and take a knife blade around the base of the black ta separate the gasket or compression plate. The 
assembly can now be lifted clear. This needs two people; one ta operate the black and the other ta 
'clear' the conrods and hold the black as straight as possible sa that no damage is done by tilting at 
the wrong angle. 

CHINGFORD AUTOS 
61 AUBREY RD. LONDON E174SL 
We are a repairing garage for ail makes of cars but as owners of Alvis Cars and 
members of the Alvis Owners Club we feel that we are in a position to offer an 

excellent service to 
ALL AL VIS OWNERS 

FOR RE PAIRS - SERVICING - ADVICE 
Please contact John Pretty - 01-520-5698 

8) Whilst the black is suspended, push the car back out of the way sa that the load can he lowered 
ta the f100r or preferably a bench slid underneath. Do not lower the black directly onto a concrele 
floor since the cylinder bores extend below the bottom face of the block and can be easily chipped. 
Lower it onto a small block of wood sa that it will balance better. 
9) ln my case, 1 could then proceed with replacing the lower core plugs as previously described. This 
is a good time ta check the condition of the bores, pistons and rings, and a good time ta replace rings 
if any signs of wear are showing. 4 thou lift and 4 thou ring gap are considered acceptable. Any more 
and it's best ta replace them. Check the piston diameter if you don't already know it as a reference 
for the future. Standard size is 73mm or 2874ins. Have a look up the bores and see if any scoring 
has taken place and examine the bottom of the blocklbores ta see if it has previously been linered. 
If it has it's an advantage since they cao easily be renewed without wearing out the block for future 
enthusiasts! 
10) Check the conrad bearings for wear by gripping the rads firmly and lifting them ta see if any 
movement is evident. Qean up the crankcase upper face very carefully. Care taken at this stage will 
be repaid with an oil-tight engine later. Note the four hales ta feed the camshaft bearings. On two 
engines 1 have done recentIy, these hales were completely blocked with carbon and other debris which 
looks as though it faUs off the exhaust ports in the head after it has got very hot. At this stage the 
sump can he cleaned from above. . 
11) Replacement of the block is the exact reverse of the removal, but before attempting ta hoist it 
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back, check that the bottom of the bores/liners are bevelled at a 45 degree angle. This is ta allow the 
piston rings ta he 'funnelled' back ta their positions as Ihe pislOns enter the bores. If no angle is 
present, create one usi ng a decent file and sanding arr. It is impon ant ta do this sincc there is not 
room for a ring compressor when re(juing the pistons. 
12) Using a thin paper gasket on each side of the compression plate, lower the block ta about six 
inches abave the pistons. Accurate Hning-up of the car under Ihe black is essentia l and have a trolley 
jack ready under the centre of the rear axle ta allo ..... a little last minute levelling. Turn the crankshaft 

sa that pistons three and four are at TOC. At this point you need four people for fi few minutes, one 
operating the lifti ng tackle, one on the starting handle, one on the rear jack and one guiding the pistons back 
into the barc.'i. The block is no ..... lowered onto pistons three and four. Ensure that the ring gaps are spaced 
apan and press the rings by hand to help them into the bores. This is assisled by the persan on the sta rting 
handle turning Ihe crank a little at a lime. The crank throws are set at 120 degrees and Ihe next pair of 
pistons will be numbcrs two and five, followed by one and six. Great care must be exercised 10 ensure that 
the rings and pistons enter the bores easily and il needs minule turns on the crank and lowcring of lhe block 
but il can be donc! 

14) Before lowering the black right 'home' a bead ofsealcr should be placed around the edge of Ihe 
lawer crankcasc gaskct ta ensure an oil-tight sea l. ifs better ta do this afler the piston guiding has 
laken place otherwise il will get in the way. 
15) The bolting-up process is the reverse of dismantling. Two men with the occas ional help of Iwo 
others can ca rry out this operation in about eight hours, a uscful saving of time if you do not wanl 
la remove and strip the engine. 

This operation was carricd out on an SA model six cylinder engme. bu t the basic job is the same for ail prewar 
cngines wit h rcmovable blocks. 

Nick Simpson 

THE REGISTRAR'S COLUMN 
Happy memories were recalled when 1 read the letter from Ernesl Taylor (February) abou t Loughborough 
College, and the A1vis cars of e G Duce (noL Deuce). As a former studenl (ileft in 1%1) 1 can confirm that 
eGO indeed seemed ta arrive in a dirreren l vin lage car every day. The accompanying photograph shows one 
of these cars (a 12150) in Ihe college car park. 1 cannat recall the Alvis engine lu ning experimenl - but this 
sounds highly likcly. 

e G Duce was. not surprisingly, President of the very active College Molor Club al Ihis time, and l 

Riglu: C G Duce 's /2/50 sa/ooll, Olle 
of Ms mally cars recalled from 
Loughborollgh College da)'s by Dalle 
Cu/shaw. 

8 



weil rcmember one of the social meetings (14th Oclober 1960) when a distinguished guesl was introduced: 
Raymond Mays, who cntranced us with talcs of his expcriments. Another sludent present who distinguished 
himself later was marathon driver Rob Lyell, who was membership secretary at the time. 

1 had more or Icss contracted 10 buy the 12/50 in the photograph from CGD but at the last minute 
he changed his mind, and decided kecp what was his only closed car al the time. Olherwise my Alvis owning 
might have followed a slightly different course. The registralion number of the 12/50 began 1 think wilh GF. 
Already 1 can envisage (wo members with Loughborough connections reaching for their pens, if they haven't 
already donc so. BOlh Barrie Lown and John Bumell will remember CG Duce, and John will probably remind 
me what the chassis number of that 12/50 sa loon was. 

FEATURES 
One Thing Leads Ta Anather 

The year since t bought my 1933 Alvis SA 16.95 to Aberdeen (sec AuglSept '90 Bulletin) has passed 
extremc1y quickly with mos! of my spare time, energy . and money, being spcnt in rcstoring my house rather 
than Ihe car. The family demands for a warm, working house had 10 be mel lir.;t, bul in the process r 
managed ta gel clectricity and warmth into Ihe garage. 
However 1 did sneak odd days in the garage, and the initial discovery of the ratten core plugs lead 10 a series 
of other discoverics as 1 dismantled the cnginc, with one near-disaster and sorne pragrcss. l'm sure mosl 
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people have had simi lar expcriences as they 
get to know their cars, but 1 thoughl a 
catalogue of the ycar's happenings would bc 
of sorne interc. .. t ta other Alvis owners. 

1) \Vhen 1 removed the top radiator 
hose, r found the 10p inch of the aluminium 
downpipc complctcly caten away, and the rest 
of it W,IS very pitted and Ihin in places. It 
ccrtHinly ncedcd rcplacing Hnd there was no 
problem geuing a new one from Red 
Triangle . 

2) The ca rburettors were apparently 
in good condition. but when 1 look them off 
1 found a lo t of wear around the spind les and 
linkagc. .. , and there would undoubtably bc 
wear elsewhere. AI Ihis point 1 dccided Ihat 
1 must get any nccessary work donc 10 the 
highest possible original standard as 1 Cound 
each problem, ralher than rush to replace Ihe 
core plugs, cvcn if il did mcan the car woultl 
be off the rond Cor a long time. So 1 sent the 
carburetters off ta Burlen Fuel Systems for n 
complete renovation. The result is very 
imprcssive, but 1 do wonder if the bodies of 
the SV's shou ld he sa highly polished. 1 
doubt if they wcrc originally. \Vas the 
aluminium rocker originally polished? At 
lcast Ihey'll be casier to keep c1ean. 
Ail the early photographs 1 have seen show 
the trip le SV set-up with a nat trumpct-like 
tlame trap/Iilter on each carbureller. To me 
they look undressed without them. Does 
anyone havc thrcc going sparc, or know 



32 SANTLEY HOUSE, FRAZIER STREET, LONOON SEI7RO Ttl/~hoM: 014034177 

Transnic Ltd. are a small friendly company offering a reliable 
& comprehensive transportation service. 

Vehicles for fine art & domestic moves plus express vans 
available. 

For further details please contact: 
Nick Tet/ey or Martin McGowan. 01·403·41771407-0692 

where 1 can get some? l've seen a lot of naked carburetters so l'm sure there would be a good demand if 
a supply was found. 

3) The exhaust manifold looked sound but extremely rusty so 1 had it blasted. That revealed three 
separate welded repairs and some cracks in the cooling fins, but still perfectly serviceable. 1 will try ta paint 
it with HT paint if 1 can find a big enough oven to cure it in. 

4) The distributor shaft was quite sloppy with some wear on the gear, so that went off to Holden 
Vintage and Classic who restored it so weil that 1 was sure they'd sent me a brand new one until 1 cheeked 
the number. They also supplied a new cap and spare points. 

5) Once the cylinder head was off it was clear that the valves were in a poor state, and when 1 
removed them 1 found the guides very worn. Sa 1 paid my tirst visit ta Red Triangle (1 had a free moming 
in Birmingham without transport and found Common Lane cao easily be reached by bus from Coventry 
railway station). They supplied me with a new set of valves, springs and guides, and various gaskets. A local 
Aberdeen motor engineering firm, Thistle Motors, made a good job of pressing in and reaming the valve 
guides and grinding in the new valves. They also skimmed a few thou off the head top remove sorne low spots 
between the cylinders. 
1 removed the old core plugs myself without too much trouble, with the aid of a drill, hacksaw blade and fine 
chisel. The plugs that hadn't actually corroded right through were frighteningly thin - so it's definitely a good 
idea to replace the lot if one goes. On the 16.95 engine there are 4 plugs in the head and 9 in the block­
aIl 5/8" BSP. 1 have seen one engine where the external plugs had been replaced by Oanged brass plugs which 
would have been easier to fit, but 1 couldn't find a supply and anyway they wouldn't have been suitable for 
the internai black plugs, so mine are now ail replaced with aluminium. Before fitting the plugs, on Nick 
Simpson's advice, 1 poked and scraped where 1 could in the black and head with stiff wire and Oushed out 
half a bucket full of scale, bits of core plugs and general debris. Perhaps 1 won't need the Kenlow fan now! 

6) When 1 had the black on the bench 1 noticed two rather deep scratches with raised edges down 
the otherwise perfeet bore in one cylinder. The piston and rings showed no sign of damage, so 1 presume 
some foreign objeet must have got in through the spark plug hole. As the bollom end of the engine had been 
rebuilt ten years aga, 1 didn't want to consider reboring, so Thistle motors honed the cylinders which improved 
the scratches enormously. There was some damage to the surface of the block caused by over enthusiastic 
filing of core plugs (not by me), so that was lightly skimmed leaving a beautifully Oat, clean surface. 

7) White 1 was at Red Triangle 1 asked about a starting handle, and to my great surprise they 
produced an original one off the shelf complete with 50 years of dust and original hand weillen label. They 
have more. 
When 1 tried the handle in the car it would not engage in the dog because the hole in the radiator appeared 
too high. Closer inspection revealed that the engine was too low because the single front engine mounting 
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rubber was sa 
perished and Dat 
1 h a t l h c 
m o unting 
b r ackct wa s 
resting on the 
cross mcmber. 
The o thcr two 
mountings were 
in a similar stale 
and fitted with 
inadequ<llc 5/16" 
halls instcad if 
1/2". After IwO 
att e mpt s 1 
rece ived the 
correct 
r e pla cemen t s 
from Red 
Triangle. 

It was now into 
November and 
everything was rcady for reassembly, but h<lving bought a shiny new mascot from Dan Geoghegan. 1 thought 
1 must get the radiator shell replated to malch. Taking the radialor off would also make reassembling the 
engine casier. The shell showed no signs of chrome and the bottom ha If was just tarnished brass. 1 look it 
10 Electroplating Services in Glasgow and they thoughl it had been nicke l plated. A phone cali la Nick 
Simpson for advice revealed Ihal it had becn nickci plated in 1933. On my car the hcadlamps, windscreen 
surround , door handJcs as weil <lS the radiator Cilp and new mascol arc ail chro me, so the radiator shcil had 
to be chrome. Il was ready a month later and as 1 wasn't going ta be in Glasgow fo r a while, 1 asked th em 
10 send it up. The parcci arrived on Christmas Eve and when 1 removed the double cardboard box with ail 
its 'fragi le' labe ls and the double layer or bubblc wrap and more paper, 1 fo und the she ll beaut ifu lly rechromcd 
but with the round top nallened and with a crease down through the badge hole. Parccl Force had been truc 
to thei r name and dropped the parccl with so much force on one end that the cap flange was pushed in 
causi ng the distortion and creasing at the top. 1 couldn't belicvc it had happened and nei ther could 
Electroplating Services who had taken great care ta pack their excellent work sa tha ra ughly_ It was insu red 
for !230 which will barc1y pay for the re pOlir and rcchroming. Apparen tly a second rechroming will probably 
leave the she ll very thin, sa it will never be the S,lme again. The craftsman who is repairing the damage is 
going to try to rush out the top without damaging the chrome and the Alvis badge will caver mas! of the 
crease, so we may get away without rechroming. If not, 1 mighl be looking for a new shell. Thal parcel was 
a Ch ristmas Present 1 cauld have donc wilhout. 
Throughout the year, wit h the hc lp of severa l Club Officiais, 1 have been trying ta cs tablish the exact modcl 
of my car and to trace its history. It does seem 10 bc a one-off. Il looks likc a Firefly, stretched to take the 
6 cylinder engine. Dave Culshaw and Ernc.'il Shen ton have both said that Ihere's a strong possibility it was 
an experimental Firefly - a lheory supported by the fact Ihat the chassis and engine numbcrs fa ll into an 
authcntic balch of FireDy numbc rs. 
The Car Record calls it an SA 16.95, but il differs from an Alvis 16 in severa l rc.~pec ts, the main area of douhl 
being tbe ch as.~is frame. The record shows the chassis numbcr as 10301 with a whcclbase of 9'IOW. The 
actual wh eclbase is 10' 3" - that of a Speed 20. To dear this anomaly 1 needcd to find the aetua l num bc r on 
the frame. Again under directions of Nick Simpson (what would 1 do withou t him?), 1 searched various sites 
on the frame and cventually found it afler rcmoving the front valence and loosening the wing ta expose the 
top of the front offside dumb iron, - 10301. Sa ail the ear numbcrs tic up with the Car Record and 
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WALKERS RADIA TORS L TD 
Specialist repairers and restorers of ail types of radiator, heater 
and oil caoler. Prompt service at reasonable rates with quality 

guaranteed (A.a.c. members available for reference). 
Nationwide low cast collection and delivery service. 

Telephone Colin Newby (M.D.) on 0282 843151 (day) or 0282 844273 (eve) 

Help and advice freely given . 1 am a/ways pleased to chat with fellow club members. 

UNIT 3, SOUGH BRIDGE MILL, COLNE ROAD, EARBY, VIA COLNE, LANCASHIRE 

presumably the whcelbase of 9'lOW was cn lcrcd in errer. 
It's good to know that 1 have an original car, but il would he nicc to know morc of ils hislory. It was 
dclivcrcd to Messrs. Watcrhouse in Bradford in Novcmber 1933 and, from li plaque on the dashboard, il was 
sold sorne lime 1ater by Ga[fikin Wilkinson & Co in London , but then 1 know nothing unlil 1979 whcn the 
las! Qwncr bought it. He bought it in Southampton from John Sheriff of Sheriff Motors. After sevcrallcttcrs 
and phone calls ail he will rcvcal is Ihat the prcvious Qwner was callcd Bibby and he can't givc me an address 
or phone number. 1 have tried ail the Bibbys in the Southampton phone book without any success. 1 am al 
the moment following up the one Bibby that Dave Culshaw could find in Ihe Club records. 
Ail progrcss on house and car has now been temporarily halted because 1 faHed my own MOT, and having 
had an area of ro t eut out and wclded l've got a week or sa in bed which givcs me lime la write Ihis. Il 
occurs 10 me that there are a lot of similarilics in rcstoring a car and in curing an ill patient and keeping them 
weil afterwards. We lalk about ·spare part' su rgery for humans, :md 'arthritic' ca rs. My aged uncle was tald 
by his garage that his Volvo was suffering from arthritis when he took it for its lirst 3000 mile service when 
il was ten years old! Thcre's no reason naw why our cars shouldn'I lasl for ever if we put enough effort and 
maney in. Pcrhaps it won 't be 100 long beforc wc can go on for cvcr 100! 
Anyway my Alvis and 1 hope 10 he roadworthy again soon and 10 gCI 10 sorne cvenls Ihis summer. 

10hn Ratc/iffe 

WLNTER WONDERING or HOW TO CHEER UP A BUSINESS JOURNEY 

7he course requires you /0 reside at the Dunkeld House Ho/el, DllIzkeld, and commences al 01:15pm on 
Montlay 28tll 1mmary 1991." Thus 1 WolS invited to allend a wcck of concentrated management training 
several miles north of Perth by my employer British Rail. 
Last time 1 wenl to Scotland il was by sleeping car (Inte r-City Kipper) ta retu rn as an experimen tal passenger 
from Glasgow ta Euston on Ihe pre-production Advanced Passenger Train. Site-seeing was reslricted ta IwO 
hours in Glasgow Central Station. 1 dug out Ihe Atlas and dctermined thal Ihis Dunkcld place was a ja lly 
long way from Sandbach, Cheshire, where ARU 291 and 1 normally corrode in pcace and tranquillity. 
ARU 291 is a 1935 Spced 20 SC Charlesworth Sports Saloon Ihal was cosmetically restored priar to my 
ownership. The paint and chrome is very good, but mechanically shc is gelling a lillie wheezy and creaky in 
the superstructure. However, she smokes less th an 1 do. A right little go-cr in fact. Whal is more, a KLG 
fug stirrer was installed a fcw wccks aga sa a friend's December wcdding might be less chilly. 
The firm expected ail participants to travel by rail , but the thought of most ofSunday spcn t travelling followed 
by incarceration away from matters Alvis was 100 much to bear. A further incentive was the knowledge of 
an escapade a Cew months aga by Chris Taylor's remarkable Firebird (GS) , which wenl in search of its original 
owner ta the sa me part of the warld, and returncd in fine style, mission accomplished. 
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AOC Northern Section membcrs in the Cheshire area are encouraged to develop an adventurous streak, if 
anly to avoid 'namby-pamby motorist' jibes from Peter Lakin - he of Narthern Auto-jumble fame seen in the 
New Year Bulletin posed in front of my ARU (page 17. At the conclusion of thal event he must have been 
under the nrnuencc of incahol as he is wondering why he can't get the side-screens out. Your Firefly halO 
maroa n paint on it as well as black, Peter, and the roof cornes off. 
Thus motiva led, Saturday 26lh was enjoyed cleaning off December's ncw miracle product, sclf-adhcsive 
confetti, topping up the a il and antifreezc, count ing the wheels (5? one for luck!) and blowing up the lyres. 
Then a sa unter trial ta Chelford to meel Chris and GS, seek advicc. on the navigation, and pour in the motion 
lotion. 
Sunday dawned dry. cold and murky. 1 dawned late, and remembered 1 had forgotten ta pack. Suitably 
del ayed and havi ng posted sorne urgent le tlers in the laIe box at Crewe, 1 departed that railway town al Il 
o'clock with 247 miles showing on the trip me ter, and page 76 found in the AA At las. Ta Middlewich, then 
Junction 18 on the M6, tum le f! and uphill. 
ARU has to ld me many times th at she docsn't like mOlarways. My theory is Ihat she wi ll go like sti nk 
provided she can have a breather now and again by coasting down a hill. The trouble with motorways is that 
ail the hills are up - you know what r mean? Vou can never quitc gel the SU's 10 SIOp Ihat expensive 
wooshing noise, and the heat slowly accumula tes and has nowherc 10 go, dcspitc Ihal enormous rust strainer 
behind the stone guard. Add ta that the apology for an impe ller and one can appreciate why Billy Melville, 
GS's p(evious astounding owner, designcd and fabricated another one more like a turbine for Chris's Firebird. 
Proceeding al a lcisurely 2.500 ta 2.700 rpm. it was not until a few miles short of passing Preston, Junction 
32, now o n page 82. Ihat the temperature gauge went into altimeter mode. Relief WolS at hand by diverting 
onto the A6 up la Junction 33. Then slogging again until the nexl services. lunch and page 89. 
Now, the fug stirre r has a fan, and 1 wired it up sa you can gel il la blow or suck. Sucking. the air cornes out 
the back and almost wins the fight against the icy blast whistling past the go pedal. Blowing, your knees get 
hot. but ail contact with the right foot is soon los!. This cou Id be inconve nicnl if you wish ta utilise the 
'graduai but derinite retarding effect' that the Handbook of Instructions ,lssurcs you is available by Iransfe rring 
the deep frozen extremity ta the other peual which you can no longer fccl. 
Back on the motorway again 1 discovered Ihat the allimeter effect can be averted by putting the fan 0 11 blow. 
Five minutes of that brought the temperat ure back la normal, and tcn minutcs of suck thawed my right foot. 
11 was at Ihis poin t Ihat 1 decided that it had been a good move ta replace the ca rpe ts before the trip. 1 took 
them out rive years aga as patterns for the new oncs 1 startcd ta make, but things like rewiring and putting 
new bcarings in the differential got in the way. That rcxine wrapping round thc bot tom of the ha nd-bra ke 
\cver keeps a heck of a lot of cold air out! 
The scenery. cven from the M6, was defini tely improving, and 1 decided ta stay o n the motorway to the bitte r 
end. just past Ca rlisle. Despile extended suck, alt imeter modc occurrcd aga in. but all was explained by a sign 
saying Shap summit, 1026 feet and a breath-taking view through now on ly slight murk. Page 94 sa id 1 must 
be nearing Penrith. The blue and white signs said Glasgow was still a hell of a long way. Bash on! 

FRENCH PROPERTY CONSULTANCY 

We specialise in providing a personal seNice 
for the purchase and care of Property in France 

and have a large sleection for sale 
from barns to Chateaux, residential and commercial 

Enquiries trom fellow Alvis owners are especial/y welcome 

NCBRADBURY 
Broadlawn, Lower Row, Hait, Wimbome, Dorset 
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r-----Tim Walker (Restorations) ----, 

We restore , mainrain and serv ice a il mocle ls o f Alvis. 
Engine rebuilcls, gearbox and rear ax le re pairs, 

a il mechan ica l wo rk and re~\Viri ng, turning , milling 
and surface gri ncli ng. Woodwork and pane!mak ing. 

M onthl y accou nting. Collection ava ilab le. 

If YOII ,ltin" tue can Itelp please ring: 

Workshop Aylesbury (0296) 77596 
Home 748419 

And on, and on , and on! The A74, fi rs t fcw miles desccratcd by extensive roadworks. Maggie's Trunk Rou te 
revit alisa tion, crud and corruption cvcrywherc. page 103. Then allimclcr mode aga in. Bcattock summit, 1029 
fcct, page lOS, more snow as on Shap. and Cl good run across the high ground. Darkness, illuminatcd as 
G lasgow was skirted on the M74 and M73, page 11 6, on to the ABO. l'm knackcrcd! 
First foul-up! 1 tumed right instcad of going st raight on at the junction with the A73 - Carlisle 103 miles. 
This can 't be right? Check page 125. Oh. 1 sec. Weil if 1 take the next lert and fo llow my nase through 
Cumbernauld 1 will be on course again. Whatever you do, don't follow your nase through Cumbernauld! It 
is ane of thase places trying la attract ncw businesses, and the tawn planners are canvinced that the recipe 
for success is ta build loads of roundabou ts like Milton Keynes. 
Back on Ihe ABD twe nty five minutcs late r, Ihrec miles from where J went wrong. Thcn the MSO ta Sterling 
services. la stre tch my legs and phone Chris who had volunteered a rescue service if someth ing broke. Having 
got this far 1 assured him (having pcrsu<lded mysclf) that all wau ld be well. M9, and A9 and a very fri end ly 
Little Chef. Hang on a minute. l 'm in Sco tland. When did th at happen? 
J consu lted page 126 and beyond. 1 could stay on the main A9 ail the \Vay ta Dunkeld, but 1 was refreshed 
and the A822 ta Cridf looked much more inte res ting. This was fo ul-up number two. A mile after leavi ng 
the A9, and having gone Cl bit qu ickly ove r the sleeping policemen at Braco (Ihat's a dirty trick, when the old 
girl's in full song aga in on a propcr road), the 'Scotch' mist descended. Norma lly those Ff37's cope very well. 
but this lihh had salt (or something) suspc ndcd in it that coatcd the screen <lnd lights wi th gunge. An unlit 
narraw winding road with no cats eyc..~ - miss a glimpse of an off-wh ite li ne betwecn the right hand PlOO and 
the bonnet and you're in a ditch. ARU crawled along at walking pace a few miles to the A823, and doublcd 
back to the relative safety of the A9, wit h a few stops ta clean the gunge off on the way. About fo rt y live 
minutes los t that lime. 
Chris had warned me of the Scottish mileage syndrome. You have been driving ail day, eating up Ihe miles 
bu t the last few take longe r th,m ail the Test. This didn 't seem ta be happening, bu t T saon saw a sign to 
Dunkeld . Fou l-up numbcr three. 1 c1ai m Ih is one was not my fau lt. l'm sure if )'ou knaw the area it ail makes 
pe rfee! sense, but if you don't the lime il takes for the junction ta come up is posit ively weird. 1 was weil 
fooled and got lost again. Only [ive minutes gone this time, the n through Birnam into Dunkcld; drive through 
it looking for the hote l and WOW! 
An cnormous galehousc. This was followed by about a mi le of drivcway into the 280 acres of gro unds. In 
the P 100's it was a prope rl)' d ignified approach la the magnificent ho tel, turn of the century statel)' home built 
for the Duke of Atho ll. ARU re igncd supreme in front of Ihe main e ntrance for the rest of the weck, exccpt 
for an excursion lhrough the hills la Cricff on a lovely sunny day. We we re on page 133, and 568 miles on 
the trip meter - a distance in one day of 321 miles. We had arrivcd at 8.05 pm. Not at ail bad considcring 
Iwo meal stops and three diversions. Half a gallon of a il had gone missing down the light grey tail pipe but 
she had exceeded the 16 miles ta Ihe gallon promiscd in the handbook by a handsome margin - 21.5 mpg. 
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FINANCE FOR CLASSICS 
GREYLEA CLASSIC ENTERPRISES are specialist finance 

consultants for the purchase of Classic and Collectors vehicles. 
Let us help you purchase your next classic! 

* Hire Purchase * Business Leasing 
* Personal Loans for Homeowners * 

* Dealer Enquiries Welcome * 
* Subject to Status * 

* Written details on request * 
* Free vehicle location service * 

* 

Telephone Graham Chapman on 01-291 2049 

(My collection includes a 1947 Alvis TA14, 1948 Jewel caravan, 
1959 Ford Prefect and 1967 Daimler 2.5L) 

Or write to GREYLEA CLASSIC ENTERPRISES 
11 Kirkdale, Sydenham, London SE26 4NB 

(Licensed Credit Brokers) 

1 will reCrain Crom giving you the fuU treatment about the retum. You have been very patient to get this far! 
In retrospect it was a wonderful run. 1 don't like ail that salt, but the hotellet me wash it off and ARU 
proved what an exquisite lady she can bel To sorne oC you 1 say 'Why is your Alvis sitting in the garage?'. 
It is your choice of course but 1 believe you are missing halC the fun. 

J B A Pryer 

REGIONAL ROUND UP 
SOUTH EAST 

The Talbot Hote~ Ripley, Surrey. Second Tuesday 
Four intrepid travellers braved the snow to attend the February meeting (OK 1 know we only live a couple 
of miles away! but Giles Aston and Hugh Gtbson had longer joumeys to endure). Despite lack oC numbers 
it was a lively evening - Hugh showed us a book written by his neighbour's father giving an aecount of his 
joumey Crom India to England in his Alvis in 1930. Not only is the story interesting from a motoring point 
ofview (as you May guess, running repairs had to be made en route!) but it also gives an amusing insight into 
the way of life in India at the time. The book is called "A Light Car Odyssey" by RWH Davies and is one 
definitely to look for at your local second-hand books hop. 
The topic of conversation then tumed to c1assic car museums overseas (always a good excuse Cor a holiday 
destinationl) and proceeded onto autojumbles and c1assic car runs, via freezing pipes and the value oC liCe (but 
we always come back to cars in the end!!) 
On a social note, the AOC has been invited to the Sunbeam Talbot Alpine Register's beginning of the season 
run. This will take place on Sunday 12th May starting Crom Maidstone and Guildford and ending at the 
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Bentley Motor Museum, via a pub lunch! Please support Ihis event, il should bc fun! details fro m us on 0583 
766408. 

Rab & LOffnillc Sn/ill! 

EAST ANGLIAN 
Thc Go/dCf! PI/enSUI/t, Ettoll. 
Our Christmas lunch was held on Sunday 23rd Deccmbcr and was attended by nine bod ies. comprising 

Sa rjcants, Crossleys and Storrars. Wc were also delightcd to mee! Bill Griffin from Decping SI James. who 
came ta make his introduction, and Bill has since bccome a wclcome attender at ou r mon thly mcclings. His 
family awn two TD21 saloons which 1 

Right : Mr s 
Bluncl/eSlOffur 
ill the [ami/y 
/2 /50 lifter 
C hris t mas 
rcvefty. 

The cnclascd photograph shows lifctang Alvis eOl husiast Mrs BI,IOChc Sta rrar about 10 ride away in the family 
12/50 follawing Ihe Christm as lunch. 
Hugh Crassley has now acqu ired a bcaulifu lty original 1934 Spccd 20 VDP sa loon which has spen! mast of 
its life in South Africa. Il has abviausly becn a much carcd for car and wc arc looking forwan.l la excursions 
in il ta our seasan's events. 
We thank Sian Hicken for rcsponding to our comments on the rebuilding of the Speed 20 saloons as tourers 

ALVIS TA14 BRAKE OVERHAUL MANUAL 

Compilcd for rncrnbcrs by the Technical Editor, il covers ail aspects of description, 
maintenancc and overhaul of the Girling system fined to these cars. 31 pages wilh many 
diagrams and illustratcd cover. 

Available from the Technical Editor pricc IlO.OO incl p&p for mainland UK. Ovcrseas 
rnembcrs plcasc add f3 ta coyer extra costs. A proprtian of the profit will he donated 10 
Club funds. 
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at SV Restoralions al Billingborough and for enhancing our perception of the dc ta ils. Il is apprecia tcd. 1 
hope he won't mind my furt he r commcnt ing Ihal the ~ regular who hides bchind a c10ak of ana nimi ly" rebuilt 
his dercl ict vinlage sa loons (Hum bers) as saloons. 
Ben Sarjeant's TA14 is naw fu lly reassembled as a runni ng chassis and we have taken il in turns la drive it 
araund his farmya rd. Wc are looking fa rward to seeing it on the road following construction o f the body. 
Wc alsa wish Ben we il fallawing his awn body reconstruction at Addenbrooke's hospital. 

TIle Plural Of Alvis 
A Problem Solved by Basic Engineering Principles 

-0-0-0-0-0-0-
O ne Alvis = One Chassis 
Many Chassis = Many Alvis 

QED 

MIDLAND 

John Oliveira 

Red HOII.'ie Meeting 2nd Tuesday 121/1 Febnwry 1991 
ln spi te o f the preny grim wea lhe r Ihro ughout Ihe cou nt ry Ihe meeling was very wcl l·allcndcd. and 18 
regulars and 1 visilor turned up. Of the nort he rn membcrs just a \'er the borde r. Pe ter L"1kin wanled 10 know 
wh at ail Ihe whi le sluff was, because "on the Ches hi re Plain we don't have any" ..... he almast convinced me 
Iha t hay-ma king would st art anylimc! 
Eric Joncs was unusually not present as the track back up 10 Ihe house was impassablc (getting down was 
casier) and his wate r ma in, which he shares wi th Meaford Power Slation was burst. and hence disconnected. 
llle tlrsl of the commemorative mugs wcrc 50ld in aid of AGE Ca ncern, inc1uding one sold by Mrs Pres 10 
Ihe local coal merchant who was dri nking in Ihe Glue Pot (that's the bit of the pub where once you're in . 
you're stuek). 
llle January 2nd Tuesday was our Buffet Evcning 10 which wc had 40 people, ail of whom agreed il had becn 
Ihoroughly successfu l. Provisional dates for sorne Mid land Evenls arc; Midland AGM MardI 24111 al the 
Caslle Hale l, Tamwa rlh. Mid land Alvis Day July 141h al Trcnlham Gardcns. Nexl Red House Meetings 
April 91h and May 14th (Pre TOUR Updatc). 

UN/CORN MOTOR COMPANY 
Limber Road, Luflon Tradillg Es/ote 

Yeol'if. SOlllerset, BA22 8RR 
Telephol/e al/d f ax (0935) 3/24 / 

CLASS/C CAR RES TORATION SPECIAL/S 1'S 

Brian R Chant 
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HIGHTONE restorations Itd. 
NORTH OXFORDSHlRE SPECIALISTS 

Complete restorations. servicing and repair of ail ALVIS cars. incIuding panel-maklng. 
painting. trimming. ash framing. re-wiring. mechanical rebuilding and servidng. Ali work 
carried out to the highest standards. 

Unit 5, Enstone Airfield, Enstone, OX7 4NP. Phone 0608 677328 for Personal Attention. 

READERSWRITE 

-

From: J Graham Bissett, Ayr, Scotland 12th February 1991 

DearBen 
The letter regarding Alvis Healey in the CUITent Bulletin was of interestto me since 1 find the beetleback is very 
cold in winter at my advanced years. My plon nexI winter is to drop the 12/60 engine into my daughter's 2CV. 
My question therefore is would this be a Citroen-Alvis or an Alvis-Cilroen and could 1 take part in AOC evenlS? 
If not could the readers explain to me why not? 
Yours 

From: Paul Harris OBE, l..ewes, E Sussex. lSth February 1991 

Dear Sir 
J Mewes of Vuginia Water writes of losing water from his radiator when under pressure. (Presumably the car !!Q! 
the writer). He states his radiator has been serviced. 
My own experience with a 1936 Si/ver Eagle probably bears no resemblance to his problem but he might find il 
of interest. 
After continuous overheating / had the radiator core renewed, and at the same tinte had ilS capacity increased 
by 40%. The car ran weil for about 300 miles when suddenly the pump packed up and the water immediately 
boiled. 
Continuously refilling, 1 made it to a place of refuge. The pump was repaired, but the car continued to boil after 
every few mi/es. 
Ail obvious possibilities were investigated until ail that was left to check, which seemed ridiculous, was the new 
core. 
RelUmed to the Works, dismantled, and examined, it was found to be only 10% efficient. 
Almost every watelWay was totally blocked with gritty 'gunge' and small pieces of gasket material from over 
enthusinstic application round the hosepipe joints when it had been reassembled. 
Perhaps the use of radiator c/eaning chemical together with the introduction of incorrect antifreeze at some tinte 
had contrived to hasten the cOlTOSion of the aluminium castings at either end of the block. 
They were disintegrating, and the consequent gritty powder and other muck assisted by frequent overheating, had 
solidijied in the channels of the new core. 
The inc~ased cooling abi/ity of the core being achieved by the addiJion of extra oval shaped watelWays, much 
narrower than the origina~ were more easily blocked than would have been the case with larger round tubes in 
the original core. 
Each one has now been cleaned out separately, new aluminium castings introduced, and a minimum of gaslœt 
material used. 
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The car lias nO/ been tested yet as the temperature gauge probe was damaged whell being replaced, 011(/ is not 
yet repoired. 
The suddell lass of elher from it he/ped ta indllCC ail Ilnexpected state of euplzoria, and also the hope Ihm IIIhen 
the car is tesled, the prob/em lIIilI ' lO I\' have becn rcsolvcd. 
/ d01l '1 expeci this recilal of my OWII experience lIIill help, but if mighl give a good 101lgh.' 

Yaurs sincerely 

From: George Butlin , Bedford Park, London 4th March 1991 

Dear Mr Lenthall 
1 am enclosing IWo photographs IIIhich / hope may be of interest la you for publicntiol/ ;1/ the Bulletill. 
The first shollls my SC Speed 25 DHC in 1945 olltside the home of the original lady Olllller, ta W}lOf1I lhe Cllr was 
gil'ell as a 2151 birthday prese1ll i/l August 1938. Sile slilllives in the same home, and relained Ihe car in her 

Righi.: A /945 photo of a 1938 
SC Speed 25 with ItIwsual 
Hooper modificaliolls which do 
Ilot illclude tlle loudspeakers 
fitted for the prospective Liberal 
ca1fdidate! 

fami/y wltil1989 when 1 pllrchased it t"rougll Richard Harvey of sv Reslomtiom. 
The car is reported by her ta have won Concours d 'Elegallce in Salzbllrg in laIe 1938, to have been shipped to 
SOlllh Africa in 1939, and relun/ed ta Europe in the lIIar when sile drave il as a member of tlle 'Mechanised 
Transport Corporation for the Free French, the Po/es and the Foreign Legion'. 
The olVner's late husband lVas a Liberal candidale in Ihe 1945 Parliamentary electiolls, hencc the speakers 
mounted on the }lOod irons shawn in the pholograph, whic" a/sa clearly shollls ,he coachlVork slill in camouflage, 
willl chrome paimed Olll and IVhire edges 10 the nmning boards. 
This car is, 1 believe unique in that tlle Factory Record sholVs thnt it lVas despatched in 'unpainted and 
wlfinished condition la Messrs Hooper & Company Limiled, of London'. Hoopers complered the car to special 
arder ille/uding pigskin hide Ilplio/sle!)', extra rear spring leaves and a Iwmber of other 'non Charlesworth ' delai/s. 
The second photo shows Ihe Firefly 1 owned i/l / 964/5. 1 bought it as 'Rana/ah ' bodied, altJw/lgh 1 never fotUld 
a coach builder's plOIe. 1 was sevenleen or Ihe time and, amled with a copy of Car Mechanics, some Davids 
1501'011 and several IbIS of Valspar Ename!, made the car l'cry presentable (altJwugh SIKh standards of 
'restoralion' would be frowned up01ltoday). 11 is, to my minci, m/lch more elegall/ Ihan a Cross & Ellis lourer, 

19 



Riglu: Dit! George Bullin 's Fircfly sun'ive film œSling period 
dllrillg the late suries and cali on)'ollc COI/finli IlInt il cOllld be 
Rana/ah bodied? Tell years aga 1 smv fi Speed 20 Saloon ;n 
the NOllingham (lrca which Illas by this coachbuilder and in Ir::::::d!i:ii;' 
Ileed of lOfai restorarioll. Did rhis sun/ive? - Ed 

ami 1 regret thal 1 could 1101 sec the registmtioll Illlmber PO 8/18 in seanning the membership Iis t. 1 wonder If 
il slln,jved? 1 cnjoyed ilS preseleclor gearbox bw cOll/ci ncver engage reverse genr dllring m)' ownership; il was 
amoâng IIolV jounle)'s cOllld be pfmmed ta overcome rhis seemingly IIl1imponom de/cct! 

Yom! sillcerely 

From: Malcol m Starkcy. Oxtcd, Su rrey. 171h Fcbruary 1991 

Dear Ben, 
1 he in/crestet! ;11 these Iwo rather nice pic/ures of Ray SpieTS taken by a friend of mille ;n the 

Isle of Mail fast allfWWI after his bau/e with A/ben Sparrowhawk J do not mal/age to auel/d ma"y A/vis 
gatherings these da)'s but J have not misset! A/vis Day silice 1965, whe" / IIsed ta enler wÎth a Te2l/100. My 
TD al/d TE have regrettably depaned the scelle and Ihe TE was recently so/d by Red Triangle al fifteen limes 
what / sa/li il for with al/other 30,000 mi/es ail the d ock 
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Heigh-ho - hindsight is mas! disconcening. llike the currellf fonna t of the Bllllelin - keep il IIp. 

Best W'is/Jes 

From: Ala n Dudley, Windsor, Berks 6th Fcbruary 1991 

Dear Bell 
Tnw ail is weil with you. 
Enclosed is one of those new laser copies of a paÎ1Ifing a youIlg lady did of my FirebÎrd from a photograph, she 
was on Brighton seafrollt fast NOl'ember (London - Brightoll) and will do a painling abolll 9" x 7' for arowul 
l35 from a phOlograph Her style Îs quiœ pleusillg. Ilhink she maillly concentra tes 011 buildings, bridges elc and 
1 am really very pleased with this. Possibly we collld plll her ad in the magazine. 

Left: Seafrolll dmll'ÎlIgallci above: {II/olher vinlflgc mysIery. 

([CI's givc her a free ad, she's callcd Kim Bodycombe. Rai 2, 10 Devonshire Plce. Brighton - Ed) 1 //{we a/sa 
ellcloseci U very old pholOgraph the oIVl/cr of which W(l S \l'oncierinE wlll:re (lnd \l'h(ll if is? Il'5 a/mostlike a 
special. He Ihinh il is a 1926 car. 

SCSI Wishes 

From: Sergio Ransford. Taddington, Derbys. 181h February 1991 

Dear Mr Lem/IOII 

Mr R Yeend IVol/ders what lights to plll on a Grey Lady. May 1 suggesl first favollrites la Ir)', are Ihe laie l)pe 
Morris JOOO chrome rear WIÎlS. Keeps il i" Ihc "Issigonis" family. (Oblaillab/e fan" Millor Cellfre ill Smll ). 
AlIOlher lig"t thm could be a possible is Ihe rear Iight of Ille Jaguar XK/50. 
Bolh wou/d appear ta have an angle Ilot di.uimi/ar ta Ihat 011 Ihe rear willg or boat of the Grey Lady and 
cam bille flasher, stop, side and reflector. 

Besl Regards 

From: Michael Newman. Sexley. Kent. 20lh Fcbruary 1991 

Dear Bell 
Members may be ill/erested ta Jeam that a recem anicle by Michael Worthillglon- Williams ill Ihe AUlomobile, 
recorded the reappeamnce of ullother Speed 25 from Ihe depths of a Hertfordshire het/ge. The car //lIS c/early 
bee" Ii\ling rOllgh for many years, as if !Vas relrieved ill two pans, Ihe c1mssis }ulI'ing roned lhrough fonwJrd of 

21 



TMASCOTS 
4.3 litre Running Amcrican Indian 
Spced 20 
Specd 25 Sprcad Wing Eagle 
Crcstcd Eaglc 
Fircny Fircfly 
Firebird Fircbird 

DAN GEOGHEGAN "GLEN GARRY", l'ENI'ERGWM, ABERGAVENNY, GWENT NP7 9AT 
TEL: (0873) 840287 (ms.) 

the rear spring hmlgers. However ail is fl oi los/ as the major mecJwnica[ componenls appear lO be intact. Sadly 
110 reml/ants of the body have sun,jved, IVI/jcll is Imfommale as this car was originolly (l demonstraior model with 
A/vis, carryillg ail expen'mental /939 bmly by CJwrleswonh. 
Other de/ails are Chassis 14590, Car 19734, ElIgillc J 5074, RegÎJrmlÎolI Number DWK 359. The car is 1I0W in 
Ihe capable "ands of Barry Conf/ell, who lUIs becn fonwwte ellough LO acquire (/ spare Speed 25 Chassis, and 
is imending to have il 011 the road /lext yellT a.f fi [Ollrer. 

Will! regard 10 the Hon. Geoffrey Wilsoll 's request Jar inJonlmtion 011 the carly olVflership oJ his Speed 25 tOlirer 
WG 5676, 1 regret to say that my records also ollly go back ta William Leal/ers olVlIership in the JiJties. This is 
sa oJten the case IVith the enrly history oJ the pre-IVar caTS. ; IJ model secretary Jor the Speed 25, perhaps rllis is 
t!Je right momellt to ask OIVIICTS oJ Speed 25's iJ they woulci he killd ellollgh ta sel/d me al/y inJon/llltiol/ they 
1I01d as to the original or corlier oWllership oJ their caTS, or indeed ally other iweresting et/rly history. My rhanks 
to those members who h(lve (lirendy bec" in correspondence with me. 

YOIITS sÙlcere!y 

From; Sir George Burton, Had leigh, Surrolk. 

1 Jeel 1 must ac/d my support to Mr Gross' lerrer in the FebnlOry issue oJ the Bulletin on the subject oJ Si/L'er 
Eag/es, especially the latter olles. The apparelll lack oJ illterest by the AOC is indeed surprising, a/tllough 1 
appreciare that lhe Bulletin only reflecis Ihe views oJ ils memben', ReJerence to the vinlage Silver Eagle oJtell 
appears in the Alvis Regisrer Magazine. This is 1101 surprisillg when one comiders thnt the 1929 short chassis 
lourertumed in li ltuLtimum oJ85mpll., I,itle "Motol' roa(/ tesl oJ JO December 1929, lIlI o/Usumdingperfonlwflce 
Jor a car oJ just over 2 litres at thnt dme. 
HolV did Ihe late Si/ver Eagle t)1Jes SF & SG Jil illio the scheme oJ rhings as perceil'ed by ,he managemelll oJ 
Alvis al rhat rime? IlVould have given (Il/rthing to be li member oJ the Board oJ Alvis when tllese lhings IVcre 
discussed. They were pres/l1llably derennined 011 a 4 mode! slrategy in 1935/36 ie 

The Firebird FouTteen 
The Silver Eag!e Sixteen 
The type SC Speed 20 

The Crested Eag!e 
will! ex-works chassis prices of [410, [435, [600 & [575 respective/y. 
1 tl!illk IVe cali put the Crestet! Engle 10 one side, ns it lVas A!vis' attempt to el/ter the lllxury market. The [/St 
three do seem to Jall imo some kind oJ marketing pattem, the Firebird being the bottom oJ the range, Ihe Speed 
20 the top, \Vith tlle Si/ver Eagle a more staid mode!, appell/jng to the professional mail, the Doctor, the Solicitor, 
etc. According to my data book IVllicll appellTS 10 be lUI ear/ier olle r}um Illat jllsl published in the Blillelin, rhe 
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respective maximum speeds of the standard models were 70mph for the Firebird, 75 for the Si/ver Eagle and 85 
for the Speed 20. The bhp given is 54 for the Firebird, 65 for the Si/ver Eagle and 86 for the Speed 20. The 
Speed 20 was, of course, the long stroke model with a swept volume of 2762 cc. 
Members of the Alvis Register criticise the later Si/ver Eagles as not being true Si/ver Eagles and they are of course 
quite right. Whereas the Si/ver Eagles of 1929 and 1930 are clear derivatives of the 14:75 the later Silver Eagles 
the types SF & SG are, as Tony Cat points out, smaller versions of the Speed 20. They have a great deal in 
common, including that magnijicent synchromesh gear box, the main difference being that the Silver Eagles had 
conventional suspension compared to the IFS of the Speed 20. Eisewhere 1 have expressed my own preference 
for the former, which 1 won't reiterate here. 
Unwittingly, it seems to me, the Alvis designers of the time had produced a very good car, similar in many ways 
than its more glamorous sister, and hence more durable and less trouble. 1 refer, inter alia, to the steering layout, 
the suspension, the chassis lubricating system, for example. Being about 3cwt lighter than the Speed 20, varying 
according to the type of body, the Sllver Eagle could easily have matched the performance of the Speed 20. 
Clearly this would not do. Performance was kept down by the combination of a smaller bore. 5.8:1 compared 
to 6.5:1, smaller carburettors, and so on, together with a lower back axle ratio. In my own industriallife 1 have 
often noticed how people become victims of their own thinking, trapped by their own concepts, and enslaved by 
a tidy mind! However, owners of the late Silver Eagles can put this right if they so wish. In the case of my SG 
the compression ratio has been lifted to 8:1, perfectly safe with modem fuels, together with a high lift camshaft, 
plus other modijications, including a back axle ratio of 4.5, the Si/ver Eagle, with its lighter weight, can match 
the performance of a standard Speed 20 with ease. 
The trouble is, 1 think, that the later Si/ver Eagles mostly have rather staid bodies by Cross & Ellis, compared 
with the glamorous bodies by Vanden Plas and others that the Speed 20,25'8 and 4.3's so often have. To point 
up what Mr Gross says in his letter, there is not a single photograph of a Silver Eagle of any type, in the Feb1Ullry 
issue of the Bulletin. Can we persuade Mr Gross to send in a photograph of his tourer? 

","S.v. RESTORATIONS T 
l\epair &: l\e!itoration of J$i!itorit anb QCla!i!iit lJebide!i 

WE SPECIALISE IN THE COMPLETE RESTORATION OF PRE-WAR ALVIS 
CARS AND HAVE FOR SALE THE FOLLOWING: 

1927 12/50 tourer. Totally rebuilt. 
1937 Speed 25 SB Charlesworth Sports Saloon. Completely rebuilt. 

1936 Speed 20 50 Charlesworth OHC. Completely rebuilt. 
1934 Speed 20 SB Vanden Plas replica tourer. 

1937 Speed 25 SB Chassis. Totally rebuilt. 
19374.3 Charlesworth Saloon. Very strong original car. 

1947 TA14 Estate Car. Totally rebuilt. 
1952 TA21 tourer. Chassis and engine rebuilt. Needs finishing. 
. 1960 T021 Convertible Automatic. Complete and running. 

1962 TD21 Series 11 Coupé. 5 speed manual. Scruffy but strong mechanics. MOT 
1960 TD21 Manual. Fully restored. One of the best available. 

WE ALSO HAVE A HUMBER OF 1021 AND TE21 CARS FOR RESTORATlON 

Wiring looms and thermostat housings for ail Speed 25 and 4.3. 
Grosvenor Road Billingborough Sleaford Uncolnshire 
Tel: (0529) 240339 NH (0476) 860437 
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Weil argued - but at Icast Reg Gross has becn pcrsuaded to aet as Mod!!1 Rcgistrar for the Si lver Eagle and 
hopefully your eombined advocacy, together with others who love the Silver Eagle wi ll put this oflen negleelcd 
model baek 'on the map' • Ed. 

AT THE SIGN OF THE RED TRIANGLE 

At this lime of the ycar ail roads lead la The Show! That is the Classic & Sportscar promoted show 
al the NEC ovcr the spring bank holiday long weckend, 4th ta 6th of May. Th is yea r we arc plann ing a stand 
of great intcrcst ta all AOC members. We sha ll have of course ou r lalest ground-up rcstoralion on display. 
This year the car is a TE21 drophead coupé with a manu al gearbox, wi re whccls etc. This vehieel looks 
splendid in a dark , deep met allie blue with a grey inlerior. 

Of technical interest will be ou r newly re-tooled chassis which wc will display huilt-up wilh an enginc 
mated la the new Red Triangle 5 spccd gearbox conversion (Sec previous Bulle tin for details). Wc also hopc 
ta dis play a number of other devclopments on this rolling chassis. The other major display of technical 
interest, especially ta thosc contemplating a major body rebuild, \\/ill be anot her chassis rebodied in our new 
aluminium exterior pancls. It is intended ta display these unpainted in arder ta demonstrate the high standard 
of the panel finish and consequently the minimal preparat ion rcquired for painting. 

Most of us will be on the stand over the weekend and we wi ll be able to give you furthcr details of 
thcse new dcvelopments as weil as bcing able 10 discuss your sc rvicing and re-building needs. 

Our ca r sales division from Warwick wi ll have threc intcresling vchiclcs from their currenl stock and 
will be on hand 10 discuss any purchascs as weil as sales. We shall he loca ted in Hall 5 wi th ou r stand on 
blocks D6n and DI9/20 and will be very pleased 10 see any Alvis cnthusiast there, 

Moving away from the Show, we are currently investigating the remanufac ture of Ihe \0 toothed 
starter mator pin ions used on a number of Ihe prewar madcls such as Speed 20/25. Ta kccp costs down. wc 
would likc prospective purchasers to register their interesl with us and then wc hopc ta make il rcasonable 
sized bateh 

10h11 Kil/ick 

SMALLADS 

CONDmONS, NEITHER 1l-IE CLUB NOR 1l-IE EDIlUR CAN ACCEPT RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
SfATEMEN"Œ MADE IN ADVERTISEMENTS. THESE MAY BE EDITED, SHOULD PREFERABLY 
BE TYPEWRl'JTEN AND MUSf BE IN THE EDIlUR'S HANDS THREE CLEAR WEEKS BEFORE 
1l-IE FlRSf OF THE MONTH OF ISSUE. THE EDITOR CANNOT ACCEPT RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
ERRORS ARiSING FROM HANDWRlTrEN SUBMISSIONS. CHARGES, PRE-PAID ONL Y. PLEASE 
ENCLOSE REMI1TANCE OF fi (MEMBERS); 13 (NON-MEMBERS); OR L5 (l'RADE) - O'niER 
THAN SPARES FOR SALE WinCH ARE FREE - PAYABLE 1'0 lUE ALVIS OWNERS CLUB FOR 

Looking for a house in Cumbria or the Borde,,'? Enjoy the whole experience by 
lelling me do the searching for you. 

Stllbbs Relocariofl 
Salkeld Hall 
Little Salkeld 

Penrirh 
Cumbria 

CAIO INN 
tel, 0768 881618 

lNDJVIDUAL SERVICE 
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EACH INSERTION. REPEAT ORDERS AT THE SAME RATE. OVERSEAS PAYMENTS DY 
INTERNATIONAL MONEY ORDER OR STERLING DRAIT. SINGLE PHOTOGRAPHS WELCOME 
AT NO EXTRA COST. 

CARS FOR SALE 

1959 TD ZI Series 1: manua l, \V/w, dises, 16000 06285 21912. Siade. 

1937 Crestcd Eaglc lima: model TA 25/63, Mayfn ir bodicd, car no 19096 - chassis no 14539, cnginc no 15019. 
MOT'd and uscd wcckly. tcl: D Wilson 0606 48600 ct 0606 44 133 c. 1:25000. No rcasonablc offer rcfuscd. Will 
pl.<. 

TA1 4 Tickfo rd DHe : condition AJB owned by me the las! 6 yea TS. Sole Teason for sale, 1 have bought 12/60. 
tel: 0292 266324 for full dctails and photos f l2800. Graham Bissctt (photo). 

1937 Vande n Plas 4.3 PilIaricss Saloon: in first class condition, al present fïttcd 4.2 Jaguar cnginc but original 
4.3 cnginc is i\vailablc wi th the car i f requircd. Ail rcasonablc ofrers considcrcd as car is now surplus to 
rcquircmcnts. (0728) 602193. Stickland.(photo) . 

1964 TE21 Saloon: chassis 27177. Rhd, sun rook, chrome wire whecls. majo r body rejuvenalion wilh new 
panels as rcqui red. Cacia rcfin ishcd, rcsprayed in metallic beige, beige hide, mechanica lly excellent. A superb 
exam ple offered al $32500. Wayne Brooks, 125 S Darlinglon SI. Wesl Chesler PA 19382 USA tcUCax (2 15) 
4369597. 

1937 Firc bird DHe : by Cross & Ellis in good original cond ition: in m)' owncrship sincc 1967 !15000: 1937 
IWO: very sound indeed, needs pain! (work already in progrcss) and installation of the rcbuilt enginc. Pricc 
dcpends on how Ca r l've got when you read this: Special: a kit comprising . Fire fl)' ehassis and running gcar, 
SC Speed 20 cngine, synehro gearbox, no body, radiator o r instruments. Swansea regislcred on original 
number. . offers. Mike Webb, 2 Riverside Cottages, Mill Lane, Ourle)'. Soulhampton S03 2BP. tcl: 04896 
518. 

1964 Tru 1 Saloon: Major professional rebui ld completed '91. New lyres· dashboard rc·polishcd . new earpets. 
Beaut ifully rcsprayed in lec Blue. 51000 miles. Stored and garagcd sinec '71. 1947 TAI4 Shooting bra kc. Ail 
ncw ash Crame. Car respraycd and in perCeet order. 12 months MOT. 12 months MOT. Offc rs ta Carlisle. tcl: 
0646 65 1 666. Pcmbs. 

SPARES FOR SALE 
TA2 1 radiator core and shell, propr shaft, {win carburrclors. head larnps. rear lights, badge bar; whcel d ise; 
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temp guage and flttings; TA14 combined speedometer and clock; 2 llin brake drums and 4 brake shoes; Alvis 
chromium licence holder, old style ANRAC badges. Frank Needham, 20 Vaudrey Drive, Timperley, 
A1trincham, Cheshire WA15 6HQ tel: 0619736165. 

Radiator shell with vertical slats, crank hole in bottom of shell, 26Y2" high, 16" wide; pair Lucas Pl00 
headlamps, converted to sealed beam ?postwar? need repair; 2 Lucas trompet hOrDS, need repair and replating 
(4.3); (2) Lucas new alto horns, need repair and replating (Speed 25); Mount, Lucas New Alto horn; pass 
lamp, no front cover or lense (Sp25); 2 "D" taillamp cover with lenses; 2 taillamps, new manufactured 1990 
(ID/E/F21); door handle outside (4.3); glove box front and door (4.3); Speed 20 SA engine bits; crankcase, 
covers for oil flller, oil fllter and front of case, crankshaft (main journals measure 1.940" +/- .001", rod journals 
1. 730" to 1.736"), main bearing inserts and caps, oil pump with tubes, timing chain and tensioner with 
attendant gears and accessory drive shaft for magneto and water pump, camshaft, front cam bearing insert, 
valve Iifters, and sump with bottom cover, vibration damper (Speed 20 SA); timing chain tensioner (Speed 
20); set, main bearing inserts with one half shell missing (Sp 20 SA); water pump, new shaft and impeller 
(Sp20 SA); new shaft and impeller for water pump (Sp 20 SA); used shaft with good impeller for water pump 
(Sp20 SA); 2 water oullet pipes, new (Sp20); 2 water outlet pipes, used (Sp20); 2 water transfer cover, black 
to head, used but usable (Speed 25); water pump, needs rebuilding (Sp25); oil pump (Sp20); oil pump 
(?Sp25?); set connector gears and chain, distributor drive to dynamo (Sp25); Lucas starter BU 255366 (Sp 
25), needs rebuilding; parts of another starter; 'nose cone' (houses Bendix drive) for Lucas starter BU 255366 
(Sp25); Dynamo Lucas CSA-2 type BUa 252052; Magneto BTH type CED6 - P 3K389172; Fuse box! voltage 
regulator, unused, crack in base (Sp25); Fuse box! voltage regulator, used, missing covers (Sp25); pair SU fuel 
pumpS with mount and pipes, probably need diaphragms & points (Sp25); 2 DWS hydraulic jacks, need 
rebuilding (4.3); 2 mount for front Luvax shock absorber (4.3); 2 shock absorber link (4.3)??; assorted new 
and used hub caps (Sp20 & Sp25); 4 hubs (Sp25); 5 driving plates (Sp25); 2 driveshaft 340/., bail and socket 
with 6 boit flange on each end; driveshaft, 33", U joint both ends, round 4 boit flange and odd 4 boit flange; 
CWP set, new - manufactured 1990 (Sp25/4.3); differential assembly VC4.7, complete; diff housing, no gears, 

oufdoor quallty 

polyster wlth 
antl-uv treatment 
Ilghtwelght smooth 

CAR COVERS 

PROTEeT VOUR INVESTMENT 

very hlgh water res/stance materlal 

ln-garage qual/fy 

nylon taffata 
dust proofed 

water res/stant 

Both qualifies elastlcated front and rear, double stitched seams, option al driver door zlp 
oufdoor wlfh zlpln-garage wlth zip 

medium (13'5 to 14'2) €SO €56 deduet €2 

large (14'3 to 15'10) 

XL-1 (15'11 to 17'6) 

€S3 

Ail priees inelude VAT and delivery. Other sizes available, please ask. 

if zip not required 

Stalnless Systems (ALV) 46 Uttle Street, Rushden, Northants NN10 OLS (0933) 
410851 
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1 bearing cap only; 10 brake shocs with lining (Sp25); 3 N 10239 rear brake cam; pump/reservoir, Luvax-Bijur 
lubrication system (Sp25)j pieccs of linkage steering column con trois (Sp25); pe trol gauge, Smiths (4.3); 
temperatu re gauge, Smiths (4.3); a il pressure gauge, Smiths (4.3): speedometer, AT (4.3); Speedometer cable 
(4.3); tachometer cable (4.3); ignition switch, no key (4.3): 2 ash trays (4.3); gauge for Luvax shock absorber 
system, Eureka (4.3); Dash control and cable for easy sta rt devicc (4.3); set of 3 ca rbs with easy start , air 
silence r, fuel pipc, complete (4.3); Lucas windscrcen wipcr motor and drive, postwar DR3 BU45, 12V 3 59, 
7531OB; postwar 3 litre spa res tao numerous ta mention. Wayne Brooks, 125 S Darlington St, Wcst Chester, 
Pa 19382 USA. phone/fax 215 436·9597 

TD21 door, complete, stcering column and whecl 0222 761774. 

8 ncw valves - Firefly SA or SB 11.9 .[&::a; 1 head gasket (new) ditto ,[20; 5f20~ Jelly mo uld wi re wheels, good 
condition flOOea; jelly mou Id sp,lre whecl mounting in al uminium on wood black ,[40. Blower tel: 08 1 518 
0964. 150 Otley Drive, m ord, Essex 162 6QY. 

Firebird engine complete, Icss ancillarics (good) ,[1500; special 3 branch stainless steel exhaust manifold for 
Firebird (new) f50; Special alloy twin-carb. inlet manifold comple te with 1 y~ SU ca rbs Firebi rd ,[ 100; Firebird 
standard inlet/exhaust manifold f.35; Silver Eaglc clutch (Alvis type SF) exposcd type. may also suit Sp 20 f75; 
Silver Eagle black type SF f450; Silver Elglc heild type SF i350; pet roi tilnk for Si lver Eagle or similar 
(dented but sound) f50; 2 front sca ts, brown Icathcr, bclicved from Si lver Eagte saloon f50; Sp25 or 4.3 
vaccuum servo f75; scuttle mounted chassis lubrica tion pump and tank B5; set of 4 - 20" wheels with geod 
tyres recent ly stoved black, or wou ld swap for sm aller whecls . 17~118" f200: windscrcen frames and good glass 
for Si lve r Eagle. aIse one for Flbird i35ea; Alvis ail synchro gearbox. suit most PVT Alvis - good f700: set 
of brake shoes su it most PVT Alvis fl00; ammeter for 4.3 no; gea rbox for TD (Austin type) f250; qua nt ity 
of engine parts for TD21 ('phone for dcta ils); radiator recored, new TD21 or TCZI .(1 80. Phone Barry \Vragg 
043330982. 

Enthusiast wishcs to d ear last spares: 1 Crested Eagle grille Hnd badge; Fircny engine, no ancillaries; 2 TCZI 
DHC doors complete with glass and quarterl ights. Offers required: 07 1 409 2736 d. 0451 21007 e,w/e. 

SPARES WANTED 
For TD2t ·Series L front air intake grille-mounted Alvis badges with fittings 1 pr; Park Ward sill finish plates 
long style 1 pr; ciga r light e r pull knob: manual winder for aeria!; 'tenax' stylized acorn fasteners for hnadbrake 
shroud 2 pcs; original spcc headlamps 1 pr; rear shelf mountcd speaker original spec; correctstyle wing 
mirrors. period NOS or very nice used only, no repros; badge bar, sa me as preceding; accelerator pedal pad; 
original TD magazine ADS o r clippings of any kind, for scrapbook. Ali mail answercd. Robert H Snyder. PO 
Drawer 821, Yonkers. NY 10702. USA. tel: 1 9144768500, Fx 1 9144768573 business hours on ly 7 days. 
Thank you! 

Speed 25 cylindcr head - must be sound . Will swap for my 1965 Mkl Cortina with Mk2 Lotus running gea r 
and trim in Lotus colours or pay cash. 0949 8372 19. Dick Baddi\cy. 

Radiator for 1933 Fireny. Please he lp. J Foster 0535 273383 

pair of doors for TA14 dhc and two front doors for TA 14 Mulliner saloo n; power steering box and pump for 
3 litre, also TF in let manifold. te l: 078085-328. 
Aywheel with starte r ring for Silve r Eagle 16.95. If unable ta purchase can l barrow for test bed engine. Will 
callect. Eddie Chilcott. Tel: 041 776 4562. 

MlSCELLANEOUS 
Ail 3 books of the Alvis ca r by Ken Day. Vintage Alvis by Hull & Johnson. The Alvis 12/50 engine. Ali mint, 
never opened. 2 Alvis c<lr badges from Aust ralia, 2 from New Zea land , the Dutch and Swedish - al! mint. The 
comple te badges issued of the AOC si nce 195 1 (so rne mint) and the pre-war Alvis Car Club (one of 4 known 
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ORIGINAL 

CARBONffp 
FUEL CONDITIONING UNIT 

ENVIRONMENTALLY 
BENEFICIAL 

MANUFACTURED 
TO A PRECISE 

CHEMICAL 
FORMULA WITH 

PROVEN AND 
RELIABLE 
BENEFITS 

SPECIAL 
CLUB MEMBERS 

PRICE 
ONLYE39.95 

+ 80P POSTAGE 
& PACKING 

CATALYTIC FUEL TREATMENT FOR ALL 
ENGINES WHETHER LEADED, UNLEADED 

OR DIESEL. 

10 LASTS FOR UP TO 250,000 MILES 1 -;,;... 1 -
NO ENGINE ADJUSTMENT 
NECESSARY 

8-16% FUEL SAVINGS ON 
DIESEL ENGINES 

NO LOSS OF PERFORMANCE MAINTENANCE COSTS 
REDUCED LONGER ENGINE LlFE 

SAVE EEE·s ON FUEL LOWERED CO EMISSIONS 
COSTS 

PROLONGS LlFE OF CATALYTIC CONVERTERS 

Merlin Heuse 
122/126 Kilburn High Rd 
London NW6 4HY 
Tel: 071·6240613 
Fax : 071·624 8202 

GUARANTEE OF SATISFACTION 
If afler 3,000 miles you are not complelely 

sat/sfied wilh thisproduci your money 
will be refunded ln full. 



to exist - mi nt condition. The early Alvis Eagle mascot; the Firefly and Firebird mascots and the later Alvis 
eagle mascot and the 4.3 running indian. These are ail genuine mascots which 1 purchased from Norman 
Routledge sorne years ago - will unashamedly sell to highest offer. Also the pewter fruit bowl inscribed Alvis 
rally 1927, second prize, ladies race - Mrs W Urquart-Dykes. 
Set of aUoy con-rods with pistons N6325. Silver Crest radiator cowl with badge, a door from Tickford dhc 
body. f225 the two. Set of new three litre pistons noo. A rare Silver Eagle lapel badge !8S. Mike Cummins 
052786677. 

REPRODucnON AL VIS ADVERTISEMENTS: large selection covering Most models, mounted ready for 
framing. Size A4 or larger, some in colour. Available now SA Speed 20; SB Speed 20; SC Speed 20; TA14; 
Early three litre and TF21 (Series IV). Many others available. Cost from i7.95 incl mounting p&p, mainland 
UK (overseas postage extra). Marianne Simpson, Kilgeddin House, Pant-y-Goitre, or Abergavenny, Gwent 
NP7 9BB tel: 0873 840320 for more details - evenings besl 

Alvis watches. smart gold coloured watches with Alvis logo on face. black leather strap; guaranteed water 
proof. very stylish f.29.95 plus il p&p. Dan Geoghegan, Glen Garry, Penpergwm, Abergavenny, Gwent NP7 
9AT. tel: 0873 840287 e. 

Swap Lancia Fila Y10 (Fiat Uno?) F reg (28000 miles) for Alvis runner - or almost a runner. Cash either way. 
tel: 078085 328. 

STOP PRESS 

A message to the ladies of the AOC: Can you help? As you know we are trying to 
raise .t50K for Age Concern and 1 am calling on the wives, girlfriends and mothers to 
do their bit. Could you ho Id a coffee morning or a cheese & wine evening or a bring 
and buy sale or a boot sale in aid of this very good cause. No matter how large or 
how small, every contribution will be gratefully received. Please help. There is no 
deadIine. Cheques should be made payable to Age Con cern England and sent to 
Mike Baker or John Fox. Thanks in anticipation. 

Jan Baker 
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Quality is timeless. 
As a pioncer of con trac! hire Swan National Leas ing is 

proud of its r('putation. 
Swan National Leasing has the ambition to achicvc 

and main tain the highcsI standard of service in motorcar 
management into the 21st c('ntury. 

By ofTering the finesi range of quality services 
cncompassed by ~CoverDrive," the business drivers 
choice. 

By innovation dcmonstratcd through Continuo us 
lcchnological advanccment and ncw product concepts 
such as "Tax Saver," the Contract Purchase Schcme. 

By spccd of rcsponsc through the Regional Businesscs 
placing customcr service tcams doser to ) 'Ou for the fast 
r('action you nccd from people you know. 

By pridc in performance from Swan National Leasing 
personnel who are determincd to bc the bCSL 

,~ ._----
SWAN::. .... 0. • __ 

_ --------_I111!1!!!!!!!!!!!!!11!!!!!!NATIONAL . ~. 
LEASING 

Sw~n N.ltion~ 1 L"ds;nl;. 11 6 Lumlc)' Ito.ul, ! lurle)'. Surrey. 1tl1 6 7JJ. 'ICI: 0293 820920. A Ill"",ber of T.S.ll. Group. 



OWNER 

INSURANCE SCHEME 

~.~~ .. 
Footman James & Company Limited has, from inception, 
provided a professional range of insurance policies 
catering specifically for Classic, Veteran & Vintage Car 
Owners. A range of limited and unlimited mileage 
policies are available with agreed value sums insured 
for ail vehicles over 5 years of age. The extensive 
service also offers facilities for wedding hire and 
personalised number plates. 

Just one of our wide range of Motor Insurance 
Policies for ail Specialist Vehicle Owners. 

* Classic Car & Motorcycle. 
* Vintage Military Vehicle. 
* Kit, Custom, Replica Vehicle. 
* Private Motor / Motorcycle. 
* Vintage Commercial Vehicle. 
* Household & Personallnsurances. 

* Commercial Insurance incl. Motor Trade, 
Marine, Liabilities. 

To ob tain a free quotation send full details (no stamp required) to:-

F.DDTMAN .JAMECj 
Peter Footman at Footman James & Company L1d. 
Freepost, Cradley Heath, Warley, West Midlands B64 6BR 

Tel: 021-561 4196 Fax: 021-5599203 



RED TRIANGLE LTD 
sPAREs, SERVICE AND REsTORATION 

Cam mon Lane KenHworth Warwickshire cva 2EL 
Tel: 0926 57303 Fax: 0926 57305 

We have extensive lacilrties for: 
SERVICING AND PRENTATIVE MAINTENANCE 

BODYWORK REPAIRS 1 RESTORATIONS PAINT TO CONCOURS STANDARDS 
HOOD 1 SEAT 1 CARPET RETRIMMING CHASSIS 1 ENGINE 1 GEARBOX REBUILDS 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
We aise oHer a reasenably priced vehicle collection seNice and 

have secure short and long term vehicle storage facilities 

PHONE NOW TO BOOK YOUR CAR IN FOR A SPRI NG SERVICE 
WE CARRY APPROX SOCX) U NES OF SPARES FOR ALvrS MOTQR CARS 

PLEASE PHONE, FAX OR MAIL YOUR ENQUIRY 

PARTS BOOKS AND OWNERS INSTR UCfION MANUAl..S 

SPARES NOW BACK IN STOCK 

810664 
810490 

C 7284 
C 7288 
C7285/6/9/0 
NlS60S/6 

N 15242/3 
N I7763 
NI8795 

ID(fEfTF Chassis frame 
Abovc with hot aip zinc ga lv:miscd 

rus! prOlccIÎon 
TNfC fronl .. "'ings 
TA/TC rcar wings (wilh sp'lIs) 
TC Bootl id mot ir 
TC Hcadlam p motif 
(the 3bovc IWO items arc original Iype 
brass pressings wi lh soldcrcd sluds) 

TC front bumpcr 
TC rca r bumpcr 
T C bumpcr ovcridcrs 
Sr 20/25 rcar cngine mounting rubbcr 
(mouldcd in ail rcsistant rubbcr) 
Sr 25 ai] pump gcars 
TAI4 cnginc mlgs front 
TA I4 cngine mntgs rC'lf 

ADD VATTO ABOVE SPARES PRIeES 

Esscntial for any owncr 
from no inc p&p 

PRICE EACH P&P 
L2950.00 
3250.00 

765.00 
585.00 
p.o.a. 
p.o.a. 

385 
385 
65.00 
19.50pr 

23.40 
p.o.a 
p.O.a 

nS.OOpr 
15.00pr 

1.50 
2.00pr 

10.00 ca 
10.00 ca 
3.00 pr 
2.00 pr 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS NOW ACCEPTED 

CAR sHOWROOM 
Cherry Street Warwick CV34 4LR 

Superb TAI4 Saloon fl1495; Good TA21 dhc f19950; Drivable TAI4 dhc i5995 
ALV IS CARS OF ANY PERIOD 

PURCHASED BY RED TRIANGLE 
PLEASE CONTACT JOHN BETIRIDGE OR I3EVIS KANT ON (0926) 410176 or Fax (0926) 

411176 


