
The Bulletin 
No. 501 September/October 2006 



THE BULLETIN 
No. 50l SEI'TEMll ER / OCTOBER 2006 

Contents 

ln Memoriam : Jul ian Coll ins ... ... ..... .387 

Rex Harvey. Edi torial .394 

Paul Bamford. A n A mazing Coincidence. . ....... .. .. .. ... .395 

Way ne Broo ks. A Lanceficld Spced 25 Drophcad Coupe .. .. ..405 

Jack Clover. 1 Die! il My \Vay Part 2. . .4 13 

George BUl lin . Speed 25 Van den Plas Pill arlcss Saloons .. .. .. ... ... ... .. ... .. .. .......... .43 1 

IAM Re print. Batt le Stati ons (The Scimitar) .... ...... ... .... ..... ...... .. .. .. .. .. ....... .. .......... ..... . ..435 

MOIOf Sport reprint. An Histori e Alvis ........ .. .. .. .. ... ... ...... ...... ... .. .. ... ... ...... .... .... ...... ........ .439 

Martin Knowlcs . Dennis Knowlcs ( 1895- 1979) and his s ix Alvis Cars .. ... .. .. ...... .445 

J Eason G ibso l1 (Country L i fe reprint). The Alvis TA 14 .... ... . .. ...... .. ... .... ... .. .. ... .. ....... ..450 

ln thc Workshop . .. .. .. .. .. .. ....... . .. .. ............... ... ... .. ...... A53 

Posed . Probcd and Solvcd .... ........... ... .... ... .. .. ... ... .. .... ..... ......... ... .. .. .......... .457 

Lc tters to Ihe Ed itor .... .. .............. .. .......... .459 

Malcolm ancl JCIl Tl ie Kinclcll. Rellections on a Wei Weckcnd .. .. .......... . .465 

Section Notes .... .. .. .473 

New Mcmbcrs .. . ... ... ... .478 

Cover Piclllre: The Staill'ar/ il/ tra;"ing lise al Bovingdoll . See al'licle Baule SU/lioIlS. 

Cel/1re Spread: George BlI/JiIl 's Speed 25 Pilfarless Sa/ooll . See al'licle p . 43 / . 

Display Ad vcni selllctl ls: avai lablc as a pe l' issue or allllual (six issues) basis. Ar1l111al rates: I450.00 pel' 
full page, .r270.00 pel' ha lf page and 1 150.00 pel' quaner page. Per issuc rates afC 1:100 .00 per page, 
160.00 l'cr half page and I35.00 l'c r quarler page e.xcepl for q uarter page auverlisements fo l' persona l 
car s;llcs. for which a special rate of 17.50 applics. Anwork COSls extra if not sllppl ieu. 

385 



Julian Collins 

Julian Coll ins died 0 11 22 August 2006, at the all -too-carly age of 60, artc r a sudden 
and dead ly resurgence of the hepatitis that he had fi rst contracted, and secn off, 
severa l decades earlie r. Cmelly, this came al an exccptionally productive lime in his 
lire, whcn he \Vas wÎthin sight of a Illuch-deserved partial reti rement that would have 
allowcd him to spend more lime on his varied Îlllerests and projecLs. 

Julian \Vas an exceptio llally widely- read and knowledgeablc expert in ail aspects 
of human creative c ndeavour. Ca rs, certainl y, but also buildings, \Vars, ships, 
airc raft , stcam engines , music, film s - the list is endless. But, his intcrest was not 
jusl in the objecls thcmsclves - more in the people who crcaled thc l11 . ln the case o f 
Alvis, his fi rst love among cars, he was fasci nated by the vision and application of 
the founders and engi neers T .G . Johl1, Ca pl. Smith-Clarke, W.M. Dunn , and the 
works driver Maurice Harvey . Il was typical of him that , when he sat in the 200 Mile 
Race straight e ight FWD Alvis, pictured abave , his words were: "do you suppose 
that Harvey sat in Ihis seat?" . 

As children and teenagers, Julian and his younger braIller Feli x were much 
influenced by their practical-minded fmher Geoffrey , a sllccessful qllant ity surveyor, 
who used to experimenl with wireless and ail th ings eleclrical, so il was natural for 
the boys to inleresl the ll1selves in similar things. Thi s took the fonn of model 
aircraft, and , in a portentous sign o f nOIl-co l1 formism , abo li t which Falher knew 
Ilothing - explosives. 
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The famil y CHI' was ail Alvis Firefl y saloon, wllich had been used by his rather in 
his war·time work buildi ng airFields and late r got sllllt away in the garage when a 
company car came along. That Firefly \Vas ta be the start of Julian's (and Felix's) 
passion for carly 1l10toring and Alvi s in particular . Before e ithe r had hi s clriving 
licence, they obtained a copy of 'Wheatley and Morgan ' - thec1assic book on vinwge 
car restorat ion. That book introduced them, as 50 many olhers of the ir generation , to 
the delights o f vintage car restoration and the art of doing it weil. They reael it from 
cover to caver many times. lt was obviolls that they wou Id soon set about the olel 
Fire fl y - hidde ll away, with its boely fa ll ing apart - wh ich they rebu ilt as a special. 

They did evel)'thing on that car themselves , picking up the skills as they needed 
the m. They made their own castings, learne el the use o f the lathe and milling 
machine, welding and caachwork . Their story was toid in the Aiv is Owner C lub 
Bulletins of A ugust 1968 and June 1970 , when Julian was still onl y 24. He 
subsequentl y drave Ihis car on a routine basi5, but after he went overseas , he only 
saw it accas iona ll y and in the meantime Felix had acquireel a Speed 20 , 50 the 
Fire fl y remai ned in Julian's llOuse in Englund. 

In 1976 , he arrived in Singaporc wi th il British quantity surveying fi rm, ancl with 
a few gaps he remained there for the res t of his lire . In the earlier years, this dic! cut 
him off from a large part o f his natmal comtl1unity, but he overcame that with his 
weekly newsleHers, a personal log of his act ivities ;md perceptions. In recent years, 
he cmbracec! cmai l and the Inte rnet with c!elight and vigour , as hundreds of people 
around the world came to know. However, some things never changed - the tie at 
all limes, the seasoned browll leather briefcase and the orig inal brogucs, ail re lies of 
hi s carly warking days in England. 

ln 1986 , by then a Directar , Julian was seconded to Sri Lanka far about 3 years 
working on the Colombo Ai qJOJ1 extension projecl. ln 1989 , \V ith his business pm1ner 
Rosni Abdul Rahman , he founded a new Finn , Barton Associates Pte Ud (the naine, 
with hi s typica l sense of history , be ing one of Julianls family !lames) . Hi s personal 
professionalism and character were responsible for the volumes o f business won by 
the Finn , mostly by ward o f mooth and repea! business . The company was one of the 
few that survived , without tak ing a cut-back , the severe Asian recession of the miel 
1 9901s. In the office, he was a dominant fi gure, orten roaring \V ith laughte r, or loudly 
calling out for his secreta l'y , and he leaves a great void there that wi ll on ly be Filled 
because his panner and staff are determinec! to carry on his vision. 

His involvemcnt in major international projects gavc him the oppol1lm ity of visîting 
man y exoti c places, for examp le New Delhi , Rajasthan , Sri Lanka , Za nzibar , 
Manado , S ie m Reap and Phnom Penh , and he took the o pportunity 10 write 
travelogucs which he c irculated to his close fri ellds and fam ily . These were fu ll of 
entcn aining anecdotes, fo r example when he was introduccel ta the Maharajah of 
Jodhpur , who was kitted out splendidly in white !Unic, turban with pugeree and (of 
course) jodhpurs while dispensing Rajasthani opium- Iaced almonds From a sil vcr 
tray. The problem For tlle ever·con·eCI Julian (besides a hint of disappoin tmellt Ihat 
he could feel no effects of the opium) was that he had not bccn forewarned and he 
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was, uncharaclcrislically, drcsscd in a T-shirt and lraincrs and wi lhout his old school 
tic! 

ln S ingaporc, he pitched himself inlo the local vint3ge car COI11mun ity, and into 
wha! became li fc-Iong fri cndships. Hc bccame a me mber o f thc Malaysia and 
Singapore Vin tage Car Register, which in the late 19705 was still fUl1ctioning as a 
ralhcr eccentric vinlage car club, run primari ly by Bri ti sh planters and modellcd on 
the VSCC . Julian rcvellcd in that and especially cnjoyed the many forays in to the 
Johore plantations in a mcnd's Talbot 75. He bccame editor of the MSVCR magazine 
and maintaincd il al a very high standard for 13 ycars. By cxchanging the magazines 
with other ed itors and enthusiasts around the world , hc enSllrcd Ihat the MSVCR 
punched wcll abovc ils weight. In recognition of hi s services. hc was made an 
Honorary Member of the Club. 

Car club magazinc cdilors set thc tone, and Julian was nOI slow la do that for thc 
MSYCR, paI1icuiarly by l'ocusing the club around cars of the YSCC type. Il is probably 
fa ir 10 say Lhat, in lak ing thal position , he was holding back an unsloppable tide. 
Inevitably, thc club wday is a broadcr ehllreh, nUl11crica lly dominated by posL-war 
c1assics. Jul ian was very opinionated and one thing thal really did get him going was 
10 ment ion MGBs or Minis in the same breath as vintagc cars. 

While dcvcloping and running his business and the MSVCR magazine. Julian 
had settled into wha! looked ta his fr iends like a comfOI1able bachelor statu s, but in 
1987 in SrÎ Lanka he mel Rosemary MeCall , 10 wholll he had been reeommended, 
not as a future hllsband but as someonc who would know what a rac ing car would 
look like. as a basis for a children's toy. "Weil. caille baek to my place and look at 
my books" was his masterly line, wh ieh worked weil because Rosemary tumed out 
ta be another book add icl and they married 18 Illonths later. 

The 32-page Alvis Owncr Club Bulletin at the end or 1996 announced that Juli an 
had been appointcd Ed iiOr. No role coui c! have suilcd him bette r. His tirsl issue 
sprang almOSI cnlire ly from his own head . a whopping 80 pages in length , building 
on the style he had adopted for the MS YC R. It is probably rnir 10 say that litt le 
considcration l'o r budgel hac! gone into that issue. However, it was cnthusiastica l1 y 
received by the Illcmbcrship and particularly by those who had material 10 contribute, 
which Lhen slartec! to f1 0w in to the editorial officcs in grcat quantity. The result has 
becn. Over nine years. a journal of sustaÎ ned varicty and intercst that is probably 
unpara lle lcd among one-make clubs, culminating reec ntly in the 500th issue, a 
landmark that he l'eh to bc allspicious and 10 which hc devoted huge effort jusL as his 
illness started to overwhelm him. 

It was il source of admira tion (and mystery) to those who kncw him, how he 
managed ta prod ucc 50 1ll1lCh, and yct still find limc ta rcad and sllldy, and to 
correspond with his friends. He must have bccn ablc la warp timc . His interests and 
activi ties spanned a rangc o f subjects tao wide to li st : Ni kon cameras , Mozart. 
swords, armour. water colouring, ink sketches, steam, a ircraft. However he was not 
an exclusively scriolls man - he had an extensive repcI10 ire of sill y walks and knew 
the Goon Shows baekwards. His ink sketches lOok a unique fonn . They were mai nly 
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produced during business meetings, however, these were no ord inary doodles. They 
were fine and striking pieces and everybody w<l nted copies, especially his staff. He 
included many o f them in his weekly le tters For fri ends and famil y around the world . 

I-Iowever, Ili s great pass ion in li fe was books , especially 11l0loring books. He !lad 
thousands in Il is office , in his Singapore house and at his family home in Kent. He 
hac! no need for interior decorators - in neml y every room, the wa lls had been 
comple te ly covered with bookshelves . The range \Vas enormOllS, of course, bUl so 
tao was the quality . There was 110 rubbish there, and everywhere the eye roamed 
there would be something of great rarity and interesl. 

There were many more things that Julian wanted to do with his life , in pm1icular 
travelling, cataloguing his collections, visiting ail his c lose friends, setting up his 
workshop and resloring the Fire fl y. Sadly, this was not 10 be, but he had already 
achieved and experienced more than most of LIS, with the IiFe he had. 

Above ail cise, Julian was an assiduous cult ivator of re lationships, and hundreds 
of friends, colleagues and relations ail over the world will Feel the loss of a generous, 
!earned and irreplaceable personality. Our sinceres t condo lences go 10 hi s wife 
Rosemary; ta Feli x, Vicky and Felicity; and la his loyal staff al Barton Associates . 

TC BL DAB RAR 

T hi s week my wire and l , in company wi th other Alvis mc mbers, allcnded the 
funeral of Juli an Collins at the lovely parish church of St James the Great, East 
Mailing . In a Il the re were sa me hundred or sa mo urners, headed by hi s w ife 
Rose mary, siste r Vicky and brother Feli x. The l'est of the congregation was made 
up from relati ves and friends l'rom around the world who had known him through 
his wide range o f inte rests. 

The eulogy was de livered by Perran Newman, his life long friend da tillg back 
to (he ir school days . This echoed the feeling that 1 think many o f us have of Julian 
that o nce you knew him il was fo r life . Whil st he was a very busy persan he 
al ways found lime ta stay in contact \V ith his fri ends . 

Afte r the service many of us went back to the famil y home in East Mailing 
where we had the pri vilege to sec the home o f whÎch he \Vas fiercely proud . As 
you mighl expeclll1any of the rooms \Vere full o f books 0 11 just about every subject 
under the sun. 

Those that knew him weil have lost a truc fri end and the AlvÎs oW l1er club has 
lost an outstand ing editor. 

Mike Baker. 

Me l11 bers of COllnc il have received email s from severa! qu arte rs of the 'A lvis 
di aspora ' . These arc reprintcd , in shortened form , on the next two pages . 
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My wife and 1 first knew Julian whe n he arrived in S ingapore in 1974 and wc atte ndcd 
gatheri ngs o f the Malays ian and S ingapore Yintage Car C lub. His pass ing is a great shod 
and loss. 

Juli an constantl y rece ived words of apprcciat ion for his bu llelins which he ereated l'rom 
me mbers . Perhaps the highlight of Ihe app rec iation was The Annual Bulle tin Award by 
Norman Johnson and Paul Haye (Editor of the exce llen t Registcr bulle tin) . Julian 's wide 
reading, research work. book reviews and ca rrespondence with AI vis owncrs world wide 
brought forth the exce ll e nt articles ta which wc looked forward. Julian 's wark bec.une 
adm ired Qutsicle the immediate Alvi s c ircJe. His Alvivac ity editoria ls we re outstanding. 

W ith John Whecley, Juli an produced the splend id 'Fifty years of A lvis e nthusiasm;' il 

very impo rt ant addition to Alvis literature . W it h the loss of the Alvis name l'rom the defcncc 
industry 1 belicve that Juli an's g realest contribution \Vas to makc the bulletin the vo icc of 
Alvis wor ld-wide, for which he will al ways be relllc mbered. 

K. R. Day 

Time has robbed ail of LI S by the pass ing of Jul ian. Following his illness in hospita l, Julian 
elied on Tucsday 22 Aug ust 2006. His family has lost an essential central fi gure and 1 o lTc r 
my condolences 10 them aIl. For Illcl1lbers of the Alvis Owner C lub and al so Ihe Singapore 
and Malaysian Regisle r, Ihe loss will be very po ignant. The ripples from the SIOlle falling in 
the water will be seen and fe h for a ve ry long time to come. Most AOC members will ha ve 
become lI seel 10 Juli an as our Editor for the last 10 years , where he managed 10 l'ai se the 
a lready high standard aehieved by Bcn Lenthall our prev ious Editor in the presentation and 
content of the Bulletin. How ironie hi s lasl full Bu lleti n while ali ve wou lcl be No . 500'1 

1 had frequem conlact \V ith Juli an bye-mail and he \Vas always responsive to ideas and 
usually replied by returll or with in 7 days al the laIes!. despite hi s huge cOTlllllercia l cOlllmit ­
ments and also dead lines for other C lub act ivit ies . He was fu ll y eOlllmittecI ta the production 
of the Bul leti n and over time he inspircd me mbers 10 write. evcnlually, abou i thei r ALYIS 
experiences fo r the bCllent of us ail by pri llling the articles in the Bull et in. 

Julian was an abso lu le genll c m'lIl. erudil e and pro fe ss ional. He made ligh t of the 
Ed itorial1l1antle he he ld for Ihe AOC. His Librarics we re an abso lute jay, both in Singaporc 
and England. both or wlli ch [ was pri vi leged ta see and browsc through. Through hi s 
Editorial period the Bul leti n became recog ni sed as the standard for other C lub magazines ta 
achieve and the Bulletin reccivcd an award for the bes t One Marq ue C lu b magazi ne by the 
MOloring Press. 

1 thillk the bes t tribute me mbe rs c an g ive ta Jul ian is to read at random previous 
Bull etins and re neci on the profess iona l standard he achieved and 1I1a intained l'or ail our 
enjoyment. We il done. Julian , rest in pence now. 

Clive Taylor 
5058 NZ New Zealand Represen tati ve for the AOC 

C ilainnan, Bay of l'lent y Br:meh, YCC New Zealand Ille. 

Juli'Hl was we il kno\V n in thi s club ancl over recent yems had become a pe rsonal fri end 
of man y of LI S. He last vis ilecJ LI S o ill y s ix Illonths aga and \Vhat il happy time that \Vas l'or ail 
conce rned. There will be a tfibute 10 Ju li an in ou r News letter 'A lvic' in duc course bUI al 
thi s lime o r espcc ial sadness wc wou lel li ke to scnd our concloIcnees to Ju lian' s famil y and 
close frienels as they gathe r for hi s funeral. 
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Though distance prce lucles our presence it does nOI c1im the spirit and in Ihal we arc 
wit h yOll. Wc share you r sorrow as Wc endcavollr to ce lebratc the good limes. There were 

man y of those! 
John Hetherington 

Pres ide nt Alvis Car C lub of Victoria (A uslralia) 

Alvis Car C lu b Ille mbers will be shocked and saddened 10 learn of Juli an Collins' dcath il 

few days ago. On behalf o f ou r members 1 wish to convcy our sympathies to Rose, Fe lix 
and olher rnembc rs of his fam il y. 

Eric C unningham 
Hon. Sec. Alvis Car C lu b New South Wales . 

1 log inlo the AOC website o nl y once or {wice a week and just d id 50 to read Y0Ul" noti ce. 
, 'cl never met Jul ian, but wc had correspondcd quite a few times. In filet. j ust loday 1 

have becn poring through Bu ll etin 500 and readi ng L N.B.C.'s book rcv iews: marvelli ng at 
h is abil ity to consume these books, revicw the m , as we il as compiling a tndy fantas ti c 
Bulletin. Ali thi s in addition to hi s day job! 

1 share your sentiments {hat he wi ll indeccl be sore ly missed. Very sad news indeccl , and 
Ihank yo u for sharillg wit h the Alvis fra ternit y. 

I-Iu ge shoes la fï ll! Very besl regards. 
John Layzell. Miami 

Dear Marti n. 
1 am the Edito r of the L<lgonda Cl ub magazine, a member and former magazine edi to r of" 
the MSVCR alld a long-ti me frie nd of Jul ian Col1ins . 1 was shocked to learn of hi s sad dcath 
a few days ago and scncl 111y condolences 10 Ihe A lvis Owner Club. Julian will be a ve ry 
hard nct 10 fo llow. 1 plan to attend hi s fUlle ral , alollg with severa l o ld MSYCR col1 cagues. 

For some time , Julian <Incl 1 have exchangcd magazines ancl 1 wo uld very Illuch li ke 10 
continue with Ihis . 

Yours sincerely Ken Paintcr 

Dear Rex. 
The death of Julian Collins is both a shock and a great loss ta the AOC. 1 receive man y c lu b 
journals , ancl the AOC Bulle tin over the last te n years has ri sen to be hcacl and shoulde rs 
above just about ail of the rcst. il is li vcly. cnthusiasl ic, deep inlO Alvis lore yel also outward 
look ing. Juli an 's book rev iews were marvellous - in depth . entert aining ancl educalional. 
Ahhough we corresponded occasionally, wc never met , but 1 feh 1 kncw hilll personal1y 
Ihrough hi s writings. 

1 am sure that yOll will be able to rcl y lIpon the support ot" a il AOC mernbers 10 e nsurc 
that Julian' s achievellleil t on behalf o r Ihe Club will be maintainecl. and that you l" Club magazine 
will continue as a publicat ion to be cherished . 

VOU f S s ince re ly. John Warbllrton 
Edi lor, the Bull etin of the YSCc. 
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Eli Solomon scnt. wilh his sympalhy 10 lulian ' s rricnds and ram il y, a rour page rcprilll oran 
ilfl icle Ju linn wrole in the MSVCR magazine o r Scptcmber 1 Octobcr 1994, Th is article , 
titled 'The Joys or Vi mage Motoring ' WOlS a rccord or a tri p in IvoI' Thevil thasan's 1925 
Buick ta the Club AGM at Maur , Il c.:m be acccssed on the Club website . 

The article is the story o r repeated dirfi cuhies \V ith the Americall eqlli valcnt o r the 
Autovae, T\Vo illustrations rrom the nrticle seelll very appropriate 10 reprint hc rc , 

nie J'~I',\ (J) l 'III /(Ige II/fJ"Ir /llg, l n ", 71/e l 'fl llw sw/ hold\ lilc{ifll llclll'it tlSI Ihe eduo/" 
1)/'clJt/rcs 10 ."Cl tlgtl lll n ::Ii fl Iht! A,II01'tle (JI /I 'Or \ /Ju id: /'/ullo: Di ,\'olml/flll 

/lelp a,-,-Îl'cs tll/d Ihe Edit,,!" 11';('.\' tu J'ru l 'e ,ltal lte CCIII l'/lS'' CI ] ·Um c C/r , l'huto Eli Sulomrm 
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An Editorial 

For over (hirt)' ycars 1 have kept a ca rtoon cardo ullused. 1 fclt th,u one day il would be very 

approprialc. Thal day came on 23 August , whell 1 met Martin abOLiI cd iting the Bulletin 
lIIHil Julian recovcrcd. As wc ail know no\\', a greatcr cOlllmitmcllt had to be made. 

The ca rd is li ca rt oon of tlle kind which puts animais into human s ituations. This one bad 

a dog w<l lking a high \V ire in n big top. watehed by a crowd of olher dogs. He wcars a pOl 
on hi s hcad and juggles balls frol11 hand to ha m! while cross ing a \V ire on a one-wheclcd 
cycle. The tex! rcads ' High above the hll shed crowd , Rex tricd 10 rcmain focussed. Sti ll. he 

couldn'\ shake olle nagging thought: I-Ie \Vas an o ld dog and Ibis \Vas a Ile\\' tri ck.' 
Such an appropriale cartoon, 1 thought , woulcl certainly ob tain sympathctic consideration 

if 1 soughl permiss ion to publish . Not on yom lire! Our magaz ine is nol academic, it SceIll S ! 

50 yo u have 10 imagine the card for yourselves! 
Even 10 try ta ma in lain \Vhat Juli a n has ac hieved over Ihe lasl nine years is go ing 10 

requirc a he ro ic dcgree of support l'rom Ille mbe rs. Ninely-s ix pages evcry Iwo 1110111hs 

de mands a phenomenal quantity of Iypesc ripl. 1 kllow - 1 have editcd a quartcrl y magazine 
of sevcllty-IWO pages for Ihe lasl th irtecn ycars. Sti ll , il has been donc, and Ihal magaz ine 
has appeared on the fifteenth day o f every third month for ail thirteen years. W ilh your sup­
porI, ;The Bu llelin ' can do as we il. Editing is tine: but Editors must have matc rial ta ed it. 

Il has been an intcresling Ihree weeks. A pack of materi al came from Singapore. Julian's 
l'ricnds there have been ve ry supporlive. There just mighl be more , bUI at the mome nt wc do 
nOI know. Cert ainly the produclion o f thi s issue has used up ail Ihe maleri al received and 
several other pieces as weil. Fortunalc ly. 1 have the equipment la produce typescript and 
illustrations for art icles l'rom most kinds of source . The on ly source 1 rea ll y lïnd a tri al is 
manusc ripl , but 1 do use Ihat whe tl fo r any reasotl Ihal is Ihe on ly way possible. 

When an article has bcen preparcd and subjectcd la tirst correct ions, it is printed out ancl 
will be sent 10 the <l Ulhor, for comme nt on Ihe arrangemcnl of Ihe art icle, which may be 
changed up ta the lasl moment. 

Il wi ll be obvious ta you ail that my c ircle of acquaintances is onl y a small proport ion of 
Ihal cnjoyed by Ju li an. He was ullusuall y g ifted in maki ng and mainta ining a world-w ide 
c ircle of I"riends. It must be the aim or liS allno t ta lose thi s most va luable assel. Through il , 

the Bu lle tin has bccome known world-wide. The cont ribulions l'rom the USA, Australia. 
New Zealand , the East Indics and recently Africa have becn a fantaslic Fi lip to the standing 
of the AOC. Whilsl 1 may nol know 50 man y people, 1 am a compete nt lellcr and ellla ii 
wri ter, sa do please keep in touch . 1 will Ha l leI you down ; do not leave me up the creck!. 

With th is issue. wc arc over the fi rsl hurel le. The nex t one or Iwo are like ly to provc more 
testing. If you have any <lnicle which yOll have sent , which has nol yet appcared, please 
reprint it and sencl ilto mc. If you have a talenl fo r finding Alvis relatcd items in old motoring 
magaz ines. please ofrer yOUf services - 1 have only a small T11olo ring library. If you are a 
reader of new mOloring books, plcase remembe r the Book RevÎews sec tion. 

Perhaps saille fecllhe job is impossible. 1 don't agrec, but it ccrwinl y will be diffi cuillo 

maÎnlain such il high standard of input. Thal is \Vllal we must ail dedic.He ourselves la. We 
ail bencti t in many ways from a high Ciuality magazine. 

Rex Harvey 
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Paul Bamford 

An Amazing Coincidence 

Il ail s ta rt ed innOccllt ly c il o ug h , in abo lll 1964, wh en 1 bo ug ht my Spccd 20 S C 
(Charlcsworth DHe.) The car hac! several badges on the front, as \Vas fashionablc in lhosc 
days . Among the badges present \Vas a badge Ihat no one knew anything abolit. The badges 
\Vcre lakcn off many ycars aga, when Ihe \V i re stone guard for the rad ialor \Vas replatcd. 
They saI in a box on the shc lf for many ycars, until 1 looked al the box one day , and could 
not remcmber \Vhat 1 had put in il. As 1 looked al the badges 10 sec what thcre \Vas, 1 again 
remcmbered tha l 1 slill didn ' t kno\\' where Ihis badge \Vas l'rom . 

1 dccidcd 10 write a ' Lette .. to Ihe Editar ' \V ith a p iclure of the badge , \0 sec if <l nyone in 
the AOC could hclp me. 1 saon had a rcply l'rom ' J8Ne' tc lling me all abo ut Ihe badge, and 
thal it had cOllle l'rom the Alvis C<lr C lub of Ihe 305. 1 \Vas also infonned Ihal if 1 had purchased 
the AOC Jubilee Book , 1 \Vould have knowll all aboui il , because il was \Ve ll covered in th al 
pub li cation. 1 had 1101 heard of the book, nor had 1 seen Ihis 600-page tOllle. (No 1 don' t li ve 
in il hollow log, J' Ill jusl new 10 the club) 

50 it Illig lll have e nded right there and Ihen, without further ado . A few weeks laler 
Julian sent a copy of a few pages l'rom the book out li ning Ihe developme nl of the various 
Alvis Car Clubs. wh ich included a pictu re of the badge thal 1 had. This 1 read with g reat 
enlhusiaslll as 1 do \V ith an ything tlml cames l'rom ' JB NC.' On Ihe last page was an inleresting 
little snippct. Ihal had nOlh ing al a il 10 do with badges . Il stated Ihat ; .... "a Speed 20 owner , 
Richard Birks of She ffie ld and two other loca l c nthusiasts, dec ided 10 fonn an Alvis Club. 
Considering Ihal Richard Birks was Ihe fOllnder of the A lvis Owner Clu b. il is regrettable 
lhal so little is known of him." Now Ihere have been milny Richard Birks in She ffie ld , and 
Ihere slili a re. They ca n be t raced bac k la a Ric hard Birk s . who was a yeoman of 
Ecclcsfle ld. but he d icd in 1579. 

The one who founded the Alvis Ownc r Club in 1950 was Ihe one born in Sheffie ld 
on 1 May 1920 and by co inc idence, he also li ved in Ecclesfie ld. He was aCl uall y chri slened , 
Perc iva l Richard Birks. The frown on his farehead al Ihe lime \Vas caused not so much by 
Ihe cold water of the chri stening, bUI by the Tla llle Percival. He \Vas Ilot happy with thi s SI ale 
of al'fa irs and prornptly reversed the order. Whe n War broke ouI in 1939 he was only 19 
years o ld , bUI he had e nli sled in the presti g io lls Coldstrearn Guards under the name of 
Rkhard Birks. Therc are saille thi ngs that military intelligence doesn ' I necd ta know. 

At some stage in his service with Ihe Guards, Richard became a Oispalch Rider or ' Don 
R ' as Ihey we re then ca lled. T he name ' 0 0 11 R' cornes fro ll1 the First Wor ld War Bri ti sh 
signa l man' s phonctic alphabet , in which OOll stood for the letter ' D' and Robert stood for 
the lett er ' R.' 1 suppose Ihey couldn ' I cali the m ' Don Roberts ' because Ihey Illight think yOll 
arc talking about a persan bull don' I reall y kno\V. You cou ld fi" encyclopedias \V ith the 
stuffthat 1 don' t kno\V, ... in fact, they have! 

Oisp<Uch riders in Ihose days (we il they don' t have them Ihese days do Ihey?) \Ve re a 
kim! of' elite group of m<lverick Ihrill seekers, who were sOlllething of a law unto thel11se lves. 
They \Vere expected ta get the messages Ihrollgh quickl y, which to Ihe average rider, meant 
yOll could ride as fast as you li ke , and the re was nothing the po lice could do abOlit il. The 
thrill of speed \Vas like il magnet 10 them. They were lolerated , as long as they got Iheir 
essenti all y sec ret messages Ihrough 10 whe re Ihey \Ve re Illeanl to be. They \Ve re expec lcd la 
li ve and sleep. drcssed and booted. and be ready 10 ro ll as soon as any message \Vas rcady 10 
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be sent . Thcy were not cxpectcd to wai t fo r the shc ll ing to stop. They wore a blue band on 
the ir helmcts and il blue c Îrcl e on Ihe back of the Îr Illolor bÎkes. This was ta c na ble Ihem 10 
ri de straighl Ih rough checkpoint s wi thout slopping. The band on Ihe fronl of Ihe hchllCI 
cou Id hopc fu ll y be sccn as thcy ~Ipproac hed Ihe checkpoinl. and Ihe band and c Îrcle on the 
back Illeanl : pleasc don't shoot Ille , just because 1 ran Ihrough your checkpo înt w ÎlhOUI 
slopping. This sOl11ctimes workcd weil, un lil the blackout , and Ihe n they j ust had ta take 
the ir chances . Whilc kiued up and waÎl ing. and nOI being .1I10\Vcd to move f<Ir away. Ihey 
o fle n had lillie 10 do. As will somelÎ mes happen. when you have adrenalin j unkies sitt ing 
around. \Vhen Iherc was no act ion, they Ic nded 10 make their own. 

These cQmlllc nl s arc jusl il dcscri ption of Ihe li ves of di spa lch riders in gcne ral al Ihat 
lime. and 1 have 11 0 ev idel1cc 10 s ll ggest Ihal Richard Bi rks was anylh ing like that al ail. 

O n Olle of his di spalch rides. carryi ng sens iti ve doculllent s and \Vi lh bombs fa lling 
behi nd hilll , he g lanced Qver hi s shoulder 10 sec ho\V far a\Vay the bo rn bs we re dropping. 
when he l'an inlo the side o f a furnitu re van. He \Vas in a very bad way and \Vas qlli ck ly 
ru shed 10 hospila l. Hc spe nl thc nex t seven days in a coma. \Vhen he slarled la CO IllC 
around , he Iried ta pull hi s heavy rid ing g<luntic l dow n la see hi s wa lch, but found Ihal hi s 
wrisl \Vas in a heavy pl aster cast. Altho ugh he hac! becll wearill g hi s rider's he lmc l, he hac! a 
hcad injury and hi s wri sl was shatterec!. He \Vas a lso to leam that he had lost a leg jusl 
belo\V Ihe knce. Like many mcn at Ibat li mc. he Wi.1S lined with an :1l1ilicialleg and discharged 
from aClivc serv ice. 

Acord ing 10 hi s schoo l magazine. after leavi ng the Gunrds. he becal11c Ihe ' Manager at 
Willorby·s. in Wolverhampton' . ft was <llso aboui th is lime thal he marricd Myrtle. whom 
he had Illet in Wolverhamplon dll ring Ihe \Var. T hey li vcd \V ith his pareills uillii they Illoved 
inlo Ihe ir hOllse, al 201 Yew Lanc Ecclcslie ld. On 10 April 1946 his li rsi chi Id \Vas barn . a 

J1 ~ - 1 l 

Picture of car at the beach Photo: Ralph Birks coffeclion 
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preuy liule girl callcd Les ley. Les ley \Vas his pridc and jo)' with blonde curl y hair. Richard 
\Vas managing prcHy \Vcll with hi s artifi c ial !cg . but \Vas sti ll vcry self-consc iolls abolll it. 
I-Ie borrowcd sOllle mOlley from an uncle 10 buy a car, but he \Voulcl never have any of hi s 
cars lllodifi cd 10 accollllllodaie hi s Icg. Fourtcen 1l10nths late r Les ley ""as presented \V ith a 
younger brolher, Ralph. Between 1946 and 1950 , Ri chard changcd cars il couple of limes. 
By 1950 , he was dri ving hi s ti rsl Alvis and he was ve ry proud to be the o\Vner of slich a 
presti gious car. 

The car was a Charles worth Drop-head Coupe, and it was painlcd dark green. Richard 
\Vas aware of the pre\Var Alvis Car Club , although he hac! becil 100 young 10 be invo lved 
\V ith it while il was opc raling. He thoughl il would be Ilicc 10 be able 10 1l1ingle wilh other 
Alvis owners and if the pre-war Alvis Car Club hac! still been in ex islence, then he could . 
The refore, hi s immediatc thoughl would be ta rcs tart the prc-war Club . He wrote to Bi ll 
Charnock suggesting just Ihal. It seems that no one thought that thi s wou ld be poss ible, and 
sa he came to the idea or sim ply starting a new club From sc ratch. He Ideel ta whip up 
enthusias l11 whcrever he cou Id. He wrote Icue rs and talked aboui it to anyo nc who would 
li ste n. I-I e pu t fliers on the windscree ll s of an)' Alvis cars that he fOlIlle! in the street and 
fin all y adverti sed in Ihe AUlocar on 29 Septcmber 1950 . The ad verti scmenl reml; 

'Two one make car c lubs have reeent ly bcen proposed. one for Alpha ROllleo oWllers . 
(enqui ries la 1-1 K Deshaw 30 Hercnt Dri vc, I1lro rd Essex .) and the othe r fo r Alvis owncrs. 
(Write la R Birks . 20 1 Yew Lane. Ecclesfte lcl . Sheffi eld )' 

Lesley Birks oulside 201 Yew Lane Ecclesfield. 
X marks the house! 

The tirst club news/etter was printed here. 
Photo: Lesley Birks coffeclion 

397 

The Sports Ed ilors of Ihc Aulocar at Ihat 
lime were S.CH. Davis. who bec<lme Ihe 
Alvis O\Vller Club Patron. and LA . Coope r 
who was ta be the cl ub ' s lïfst Pres ide nt. 
The response ta the adve rti sement was 
good en o ll gh ta go ahea el \Vith furth er 
plans. and the easies t way la contact Ihe 
people \Vho had responded to the proposa i 
in the Autocar was 10 use Iha t me thod 
again . On 5 January 195 1 The Autocar ra n 
the message Ihal: 
'The newly fonned Alvis Owners Club is 

10 ho Id it s in aug ura l mee tin g o n 14 
January, al the Swan HOle l in Tenbury 
Well s, Worces tershi re. The proceedings 
will stan at 12.30 pm ancllhe meeting will 
be fo llowed by Ica and a soc ial gatheri ng 
to which a il Alvis owncrs and elllhusiasis. 
whclher prospec li ve c lub Ill embers or nol. 
arc cordially invitcd . In view of the ellthu­
s ias lll us ua ll y cli s played by o wne rs of 
thcse cars Ihi s is a club (h al shoul d not 
Jack suppo rt . Th ose requirin g fllnh c r 
info rmation shoulcl write 10 P. R .Birks. 
20 1 Yew Lanc Eccles fi e ld Sheffi eld '. 
Il was surpri s ing la note in the Aulocar 

announccmcnt. that Richard aCluall y used 
Ihe '1" inilial lïrst in hi s !lame, because 



thi s was usuall y kcpt under wraps . The cnthusiaslll was thi n on the ground at the fi rst meeting. 
which had a sparse attcndance of aboul ha lf a dozen people. but it was enough 10 sIan the 
A lvis OWller C lub . Tc nb ury Wells had been cllOscn as the venue for the firs t mee ting 
beciluse il woulcl be Illorc access ible la people. Th is was an arCa Ihat Richard \Vas familia r 
Wilh , as hi s wire Myrtle came l'rom nearby Ludlow . The actua l lime frame l'rom thi s meeting 10 

the slage of havi ng regu lar meetings is 1101 knDW Il , bUl within a relat ive ly short lime. a 
newsletter \VUS being procl uccd and regu lar meetings \Vere bc ing he ld. It secmed ta the Birks 
fam il y that the <lc tual Alvis Owner Club \Vas silllatcd in (he ir front room. This \Vas sct up as 
Ihe headquan c rs complete with a large. o ld. second hand , ma nu<t l Gestelner Duplicali ng 
Machine, (LIbes of ink and an o ld man ual Iypewritcr. Ri chards's wife, Myrt lc, WOlS [often.! 
the moti ve power for thc Gesletner and she found it very liring . The hou sc was fi lled with 
Ihe sme ll of ink and correc tion Iluid and the wcl ink on the pages as Ihey cmne ouI see llled 
la get onlo cverything. This provided some entc rt ainment for the chi ld ren. cspec iall y Les ley 
who tho ll ght Ihat the red corrcct ion Iluid w<ts as near la re<l l nai l pol ish as she was li kely 10 
have al that age. When Ihe req uired Il umber of copies of the 5 or 6 pages Iha l cons li luted Ihe 
newsletter had been prinled, Richard and Myrt le, wi lh he lp !"rom Iwo olher Frie nds, wo ul d 
sit on the 1100r in a circle, coll ate , and then slaple the newslcucr together. Apm1 from keeping 
members in touch and advert is ing current evenlS, the newsleller acted as a clearing house 
fo r requests for information and for Ihose seeking spare parts. Such requcsls \Ve re even 
rcce ived l'rom as far away as Australia . 

At thi s timc, Richard was driv ing for a li ving, se lling 'Novasea l' an underbody coal ing 
fo r cars. His interests al thi s time seem 10 be clear. He was d ri ving cars, sc lling products for 
cars, and staning a club fo r cars. Ric hard loved fas t cars, and dri ving fast. The ne ighbollrs 
in hi s stree t used to cali hil11 ' Mad-cye 8irksie' . Richard' s in iti al patc h fo r se lli ng was 
Yorkshi re and Derbyshi re as he was li ving in Sheffield . Evenlua ll y his operat ions sprcad 
further north :md as far sou th as G lollceslershirc. 

Richard had lï lled a musical horn la the Speed 20 and 011 returning home afte r a long 
day 0 11 the road he wou lcl use it as a signal. !-lis house in Yew Lane \Vas on a feeder road 
Ihal was a few feet 10\Ver Ihan the main road , and parallel 10 it. As he .approached home on 
the main road . he wou ld sound Ihe horn - Dah-DA I-I -da-DAAAI-I! At thi s. hi s two ehildren. 
Lesley and Ra lph , wou Id ny out of the house j ust in lime 10 see thc Alvis l1ash pasl on the 
top road . They knc\V the drill , and quick ly ope ned the garage doors and put a brick in place 
to ho Id them, and then Ihey wou ld both j Ul11p up on Ihe low ga rden wa ll where they \Vou Id 
be safe , and where Richard cou Id see Ihem. By Ihis time he hacl turned into Ihe feeder I"oad 
and \Vas aboul lo swing inlo the dri veway and then straight into Ihe garage. Some li mes, he 
wou ld g ive Ihe childrcll a ride clown Ihe drive\Vay on the running board of Ihe car. Thcre 
were also times the childrcn had la wait a whi le be rore he arrived, and Ihey dicl n' I unJerstand 
why. Eventua ll y Ihei r mother laid them that he sometimes went 100 fast to make Ihe lurn 
into the fecele r road , and had la go down inlO Ihe village of Ecclesfic ld la turn Olround and 
come back. 

Richard li kcd 10 dri ve \V ith Ihe top clown , and he woulel allow Lesley al the age or aboUI 
six ta stand up in the back seal while they were traveling, mllch to her Mother's consternati on. 
She never actuall y ever feH om, of course, wh ile do ing Ihis. There was the lime, however, 
thal they were Iravelling along slowly, near some local shops, and Lesley leant against Ihe 
door, probably la look al something, and the door Il ew open and she l'cil OUI. Fortllll:.lle ly, 
she was Il ot hU11 , bui she was ve ry concerncd 10 scc the car ts lail li ghls d isappcaring down 
the road. She thought she was being le fl behind , but in fac t, it w<ts the brake lighls of Ihe car 
Ihat she had seen. 

398 



Apan from the usual meetings, there we re olher acti vities in the earl y duys of the Club. 
One was u rall y Ihm was he ld at Castleton, in Derbyshire. While the men were engaged in 
the business of cars, Myrtl e \Vas ex pecled 10 enlenain the WOlllen and children. A trip down 
the Blue John Mine had been arranged for thi s purpose. The ladies were taken underground . 
and then transrerred 10 a small boat, The guide then propelled the boat by pushing backward 
on the roof o f the mine mak ing the bOa! si ide rorward though the inky water. They 500 11 

came 10 a large cavern whcre Ihe guide IlIrned a hand wheel, which senl a hugc cascade of 
waler crashing down into a chasm be low. Myrtle was cOll ccrned , as the ladies secmed ve ry 
unimprcssed, but her daughter Les ley Iho ll ghl it was wOlldc rful. There was also a Club 
meeting at a Pub called 'The Rising Sun ' in De rbys hire and 1 believc that il is s till the re la 
Ihis day. 

Ralph Birks in the (Silver Eagle? ) Pho/o: Ralph Birks collee/ion 

Richard was 11 0 1 o l1l y a fasl dri ver , but ev idently he was abo we il skill ed. One day 
while Irave lling at conside rable speed wilh il ne ighbour in Ihe car , on the top road , hi s wife 
Myrtle , noti ced o lle of the front wheels bounding down the road ahead or them. Richard 
mu SI have noti ced it too , for 'without turning a hair', he was able la pull up Ihe car, still 
standing on Ihree wheels . " Whal arc wc slopping for?" asked Mrs . Ross ington l'rom the 
back scat , lotall y unaware of how c lose she had come 10 di saste r. Maybe it \Vas he r we ighl 
in Ihe oppos ite back corner of the car that alJowed this inc ide nt ta lurn ouI 50 we il. 

During the early fini es Richard dec ided la do sOllle restoratioll on Ihe Alvis. Myrtle \Vas 
Ilot parti cul arl y keen about having a house full of dirty CM parI s, and sile thought thal by 
he lpi ng to clean and rcstore them, they wOlild be out of the hOll se [sooner1 . Much \Vas done 
on Ihe body , and the coloUl' scheme was laken from British Racing Green (one of the 3286 
shades Ihereof), ta red. 

The l'amily uscd to takc the ir ca ra vann ing ho lidays at Ande rby Creck JU S! north of 
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Ralph Birks wilh VJ7845 Pholo: Ralph Birks collection 

J,E ' 
-

Lesley in fronl of her father's car. Pholo: Ralph Birks collection 
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This is anolher Alvis owned by Richard Birks Pholo: Ralph Birks coffeclion 
Possiblya Silver Eagle 

This is Ihe fronl of Ihe olher Alvis. Reg. No. YS 1035 Pholo: Ralph Birks coffeclion 
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Richard enjoyed fishing on his holidays. Photo: Lestey Birks cotlection 

Skcgncss. About sevcn miles in land from Anderby C rcck. is Ihe li lile lown of We il. il is jusl 
10 the South of the ma in road. Thcre afC Iwo rO:.Jds Ihal run 10 Wc ll and they arc about hal f a 
mil e a part :Ind almos! para ll c l 10 c ac h c llter. a nd bat h are sig nposlcd 'We il' . With 
encouragement from the childrcil in the back scat is \Vas cuslomary 10 drive pas! these Iwo 
road signs as fast as possib le, 50 Ihal when the childrcn rcad them .lIo uci . il sounclcd likc )'011 

\Vere say Îng " Weil , weil !" The famil y holidays off the bcnlcn track in Scolland \Vou le! nll 
vo lumes. and arc bcyond Ihe scope of Ihis article. 

13 )' 1956 Richard had solcllhc Alvis and bought a Ford CUSto111 Line. J-Ie pursucd many 
rads. Thore \Vas the tro pical fï sh tank Ihal n oodcd the hall , <lnd the model rai lway Ihal he 
built in Ihe lo rt . ( il may still be Ihere) with IWO stations ' Lesion ' and ' Ralphlon ' nélmed arter 
hi s childrcn. I-Ic the n look up pholography _ and ILlrncd thc bathroolll inlo il darkroom . The 
Alvis inleresi had, Ihcrefore bccn qLlite a long one for Richard . By Ihe late firtics, his marri age 
was not go ing wc ll , and in 1959, he suggcsted that Ihe f<ll11 il y cm ig rate 10 Auslr.al ia and 
make a ne\V s lart. Hc nrrangcd fo r Myrlle and Ihe two chi ldre n 10 go on ahcad of him , and 
Ihal he \Vould fo lio\\' . It \Vas comlllon al lhal lime 10 1110ve the family first. while lhc husband 
s laycd bchind 10 seH up und then rejo in his famil y wi th thc 1110ncy hucr. Richurd didn ' I jOin 
hi s \V ife and c hild rcn in Austra li a and hi s ma rriage dis integnucd. He vi s iled A lI s lral ia 
brieny in 1961 o r 62 and even though the famil y \Vas 180 miles \Vest o f Melbourne, hc 
made cont:.lcl with Ihe Alvis Car C lub of Victoria. Hc kncw some of Ihe members from Ihc 
timc thal he had rcceived rcquesls from Ihem for inclusion in thc AOC newslcltcr. TIle family 
\Vere invi ted 10 join a Rally 10 HU ille Weir, via Beechworth. an o ld gold mining IOw n about 
200 milcs 110 l"lh of Me lbourne. I-li s daughter Lesley rode back from Ihcrc in a ducksback 
12/50, bUllhoughl Ihal il \Vas ve ry co ld <In d Ihat il was n ' I as nice as tlte o ld Spccd 20 Ihat 

s ite hac! grown up with . 
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The motor show in the 60s?!or eariier?! Photo: Ralph Birks collection 

Ratph Myrtle and Lesley as they are today. Photo: Lesley Birks collection 
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Richard Birks in the mid sixties (Iast known photo) Photo: Ralph Birks collection 

Richard had Ilot yel tïnishcd \Vi th Alviscs. [n the mid sixti cs. he bought anolhcr A lvis. 
possi bly o ne of the Iasl produc tion moclc ls. Il ca rricd the rcgi slralion plaie A LV 15. Il is 
.limasl certain Ihal he bought the car ne\\'. This piCllIfC o f ;'1 1110lOr show \Vith Ihe worcl A lvis 
\Vas among the photos he had. Il has 1949 writtcn on the back bul somc of the cars appcaf 10 
be later than th at. 

Richard could be a vcry kind, and extremcly dmrming 1l1<l1l, bUI he nl so had hi s demons. 
nncl w<ts sometimcs vcry dirticult. He lost tOllch \Vith hi s ramil )' al abolll this lime and \Vas 
lasl hcard of liv ing in Macclcstïe ld in Ihe carl y 70s. His son Ralph bccallle il moto .. Illcchanic. 
and eventuall y owncd hi s own Garage and Multi Car DcaJership in Queensland , and Lesley 
bccilmc an English teacher in Victoria. His w ire Myrt le is. in 2006 . still ;di ve and we il and 
very spright ly, În an aged care haste! in Queens land. If Richard is still a live, he w ill be 86 
ye:'lfS o ld . 

The A lvis was o nce desc ri bed as 'The car of cho icc fo r the cadd ish second son of an 
aristocrat'. 1 th ink Richard wou Id probably bc happy with that. 1 ho pe th at thi s has been able 
10 put sOllle n esh and bancs on the name of the Illan who starled the A lvis OWller C lub . 

So , whal 's th e co inc idence? Ri chard 's da ughler , Les ley, has bee ll Illy friend for [wc llI y 

years .lIld 1 kllew that her fat her had once oW ll cd a Speed 20. 1 had no idea that he was the 
o ne who slarled the club. Now isn ' t that a coi nc idence? 
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Wayne Brooks 

A Lancefield Speed 25 Drophead Coupé 

1938 Speed Twenty-Five with Disappearing Hood Drophead Coupé by Lancefield. 
Photo: Atan Stote Collection 

This is Ihe narrative of Illy scarc h fo r the unique 1938 Earls Court Motor Show Speccl 
Twcnty-Five Lanccfic lcl , Di sappcar ing !-Iooel , Drophcad Coupé. c!lass is numbcr 14463. 
rcgislnllioll Ilumber EXW 17. 

11 lOok me a long lime to l rack clown thi s car and my scmch broughl me into contact \Vith 
a seri es of ode! charactc rs. Be ing il bit o f ail ccccni ric mysclr 1 gel a kick o ui o f inlcracting 
\Vi th Ihe other bizarre c harac lers Ihal inhabit the car collector worlel as we il as l'rom locating 
Alviscs Ihal ha ve bccn losl. Ilhink thallhis is a Slory that nccds to be lo ld . 

This Spced Twc llt y- Fivc \Vas di spatchcd fro m the Alvis Works as il 'Chass Îs cnly-Car 
for exhibition al Ille London Show' on the 19th August 193710 Messrs Brooklands Motor 
Co., London. The Au tocar issue fo r the 18th March 1938 contained an article about coach­
work at Earls Court under the till e 'Superl ati ve Coachwork'. The Spced Twe nt y-Five was 
s ing led ou t for comme nt. " An exce lle nt ex ample of o pe n-ca r des ign is an Alvis Speed 
Twenty- Five \V ith a concea lcd hood drop head coupé by Lanccfie ld Coachworks. The interest 
in thi s lies in the llnusual lines of the wings. w<list lille. and tail. fo r along the edges of both 
fronl and rcar wings run concave nutings. and s imilur nUlÎngs bcg in to appear on the wu ist 
lille al the scrcell pillars. and becollle larger in section as they s\Veep to tlle end of the t<lil. 
This aIT<lI1gemcnt g ives very clcar-cllt lines. and emphasises the graccflll proport ions of the 
body." 

Lancelie ld Coachworks \Vas l'ounded in 1922 under the na me Gaisford & Warboys by 
threc brothe rs . Harry. Edwin and Bob Ga isrord and thei r partnc r George Warboys. The il' 
firs t pre mises wcre in L<l nccfie ld Stree t , Queens Park in West London and whe n Illey 
1110 ved ta Beet ho ven S treet they c han ged the na me or th e bus iness la Lance fi e ld 
Coachworks. In the Illid ninetcen th irtics. Lance licld started to producc sOllle extraordinary 
streamlincd designs of wh ich the 1938 show car \Vas the apogee. \Vith it s nlllCd lines and 
l'car whec l sp,ns il \Vas the epi to lllc of Art Deco des ign. Bob Gaisford recounted in later lire 
Ihat o nl y One eX:llll plc of thi s body \Vas bll ilt on an Alvis chass is bu t the saille design was 
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A Lancefield photograph of Ihe Orophead Coupé 
probably taken shortly aNer ils completion. 

Photo: Alan Stote Collection 

Detail of the disappearing hood as weil as the fitted boat. 
A Lancefield contemporary photograph taken in St. James. 

Photo: Alan Stote Collection 
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The Lancefield near Ihe Alvis works in Ihe early fiflies. 
The car has been (epainted and stilf has the Ace dise wheels. 

Pholo: Alan Siole Colleclion 

Ron Pinlo and his wife in Ihe Speed Twenly-Five al Ihe Pebble Beach Concours in 1983, when il was 
voled one of Ihe seven mosl eleganl open cars in Ihe show. Pholo: Alan Siole Collection 
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used by RolIs·Royce, Bent ley. Mercedes·Benz <lnd Hotchkiss. Bob Gaisford rccalled Ihal 
"Of ail Ihe ca rs rn y bro lhe rs <I nd 1 des igned. the concealed drophead coupe was Ill y 
favourite:' ln addilion 10 the unique Speed Twenly·Five drophead coupe. 1 be lieve Ihal 
Lancefïe ld produced al leasl sixleen other bodies on Al vis chass is . 

This Alvis with its unique body ev idcnlly c<lused a stil" al Ihe 1938 MOlor Show bUI for 
whom was il bu il t? Surely it \Vas notjuSI a whim of Alvi s 10 impress evcryone al the show? 
As yCI 1 have di scovered 110 dClail s of owners of Ihi s car berore the war or indced before it 
was in Ihe hands of R.Colley. of 39 Empcrors Gale. London SW7 who. in 1958, WOlS AOC 
Membcr Numbcr 1302SE. Nine ycms lale r the $ peed T wcnty-Fi vc was in the hands of 
L. D. JC l1nings of P. O. Box Il. Kingslon. Jamaica. Mr Jennings was also a Illember of thc 
Club with mcmbership Numbcr 349705. By 1976 Ihe car had passed 0 11 to Robin Sulton­
Brown , a lso li ving in Kings lon, Jamaica. 

ln 1976 John Fox Illet Robin Sulton-Brown in Kingston. Robin h .. d just completcd a 
thrcc-ycar structural rcbuild of the Lancelïeld coachwork. rep lac ing ail thc wood framing in 
Jamaican hardwood. Laler Ihc car passed on 10 ROll Pin to in the Uniled States. Ron Pinto 
was orig inally from Jam'l ica and he boughl the Lanceficld in the laIe 1970s frolll an 
adve rti se Jl1ent in Ihe Los Angeles Times, placcd by Rob in Slillon-Brawll who was thcn 
working for IB M in Fresno, Californ ia . The ca r was slored with Robin Sutlon- Brown's 
bralher-in-Iaw in Miami . Ron Pinto bollghl il sight lIll seell , and was nol cllti rc ly happy wi th 
\Vhat he found when he saw il. ROll Pinlo raced il 1952 Ferrari 225 in RCM/Vintage Raei ng. 
At Lagull:l Scea in 1987 he crashed Ihe Ferrari as the res liit ofa heart attack. His \V ife thcn 
ellcouraged him 10 quit racing. 

In 1982 the Lallce lïeld had been flOWlllO Germany and di splayed in the 'Autoshow de r 
Superlati ve - Veedol Starparadc ' in Berlin. Accordi ng ta ROll Pimo. thc proillolcr of Ihe 
show wc ni broke , disappearcd and Ihe cars \Vcre slUck in a web or Icgalities. Artel' sOllle 
lega l machinations , Ron rcga incd possess ion o f the ca r and had il flo \V n back 10 California 
at hi s own expense. The Specd T \Venty-Five \Vas di splayed al Ihe Pebblc Beach Concours 
d'Elegance in Augusi 1983, and then sa Id in Occember 1983 when il prompt ly dropped out 
of sight. 

1938 Speed Twenly-Five wilh Disappearing Hood Drophead Coupe by Lancefield. 
Pholo: Alan Siole Collection 
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The Lancefield on show in Germany in 1982. (Piclure of Hampton Court? Edilor) 
Pholo: Alan Siole Col/eclion 

1 had been searching fo r Ihe Lnnce fï eld s ince il appcarcd al the Pcbblc Beach Concours in 
1983. 1 di scovered the Alvis was o ll e of I WO cars thal bclongcd to a film company. The 
second car \Vas a 1934 Type 57 Bugatti Gangloff Stelvio cabriolet, chass is number 57 192. 
Both cars had bec il pmchased . fo r cash, From ROll Pinto by Ihe film company which \Vas 
QWlled by IWO ani sti c, ra1her ecccntric (a mastcrpi ccc o f lllldcrstatcmcnt) and sccrell vc 
indi vidu a ls, Marc Johnson and a Poli sh ari s toc rat. Prin ce Jean C hre ti e n S tani s las 
Klossowski de Rola . al so knowll as Prince Stash, a c iti zen of France who is a rcs idc nt of 
ba th Switzerland and Calirornia. He is the son of the inlcrnationall y knowil arii si Balthus 
(COllllt Balthazar Klossowski de Rola). 

1 co tllacted Ron Pinto to enquirc abOlit the Speed T wenty- Fî ve. Ron gave me th rce phone 
numbers, ail unli sted . for Marc Johnson: one in New York C il )' and Ihe others in the Los 
Angeles area. 1 ca lled Ihese l1ulllbe rs wee kl y, wîthout an all swer. uiltii Ihe New York 
llul11bcr and one of Ihe Los Angeles nllmbcrs were di scolll1ecled in the late 1980 's. 1 di scovcrcd 
Ihe remainîng number was in Santa MOllica, California and cOlllinlied ca lling il , sometimcs 
Iwice a weck. unlîl January 1993. ln the meanlime 1 made inquirics o f everyone that might 
have a lead on the car o r who mîght kno\V Ihe c lusive o\V lle rs. At the Hershey Illecl in 
Oc lOber 1990, 1 talked wilh Barnaby Broka\V , a dea ler l'ro m San Diego, who said he kncw 
Marc Johnson and had acccss 10 the building where Ihe Lanccfield \Vas stored . Barnaby. 
being a dealer. \Vas inte rcstcd in purchasing the car \Vhel1 il changed hands so understanclably 
he did not di vulge il s 10calio l1. 1 rnaintained contac t in case he becarne the broker fo r il sale. 
Ouring April 199 1. in a conversa ti on \V ilh Les Hlide ison, \V ho reslo red Spced T \Vel1l y-Five 
146 14 and TD2 1 26932. 1 ro und ou t that Les \Vas il fr icnd of Hershel 'Jun ior ' Conway. JI'. 
o f Juniors House of Color. a nOleworlhy coll ec lo r. car paillier il nd Ferrari expert. \V ho \Vas a 
frie nd of Marc Johnson. 1 asked if a message could be deli vcrcd 10 Marc Ihrough ·Junior' . 
Somelime laler an answer came back thm Marc kne\V 1 \Vas i1 l1cmpling to contact hi m and 
\V hcn the time was ri ght he wOllld conlact mc . 
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This photograph of the Lancefield shows off the Art Deco lines of the body 
and also the very neat appearance with the hood concealed. 

Prince S lash \Vas poss ibly CVCII more cccent ric (han Marc Johnson. After protracled 
ncgotiat ions, the partncrship \Vas bcing disso lvcd and the cars \Vere 10 be sold . Howcver. 
Prince Slash \Vas rc luetan! 10 sc l!. The Bugatti had bcen 11 0W11 to Swilzerland in 1989 and 
\Vas s toreel in h is rr iend Franco Sbarro's des ign s tudio. l' here \Vas money owed and 
problcms \Vit h docullle ntation . The Cal ifomÎa tille \Vas still in ROll Pin to 's namc, the 1983 
bill of sale \Vus 10 Marc Johnson and the car had bcen imported 10 Swilzcrl and in the name 
of Jean C hretien K. de Rolt!. A convolll lcd owncrship. 

The Lanccfic ld was QuI of Illy priee range. My o il ly Întcrcst \Vas 10 locale the Alvis and 
sce that it wen t 10 a good home. Olhcr than c~Hing Hershey bars, that' s Ihe only pleasure 1 
get in li fe . Al though Marc and Pri nce St.lsh d id not know me, 1 was asked to handlc the sa le 
of both cars. However, 1 was not allowed 10 advertise Ihcm , d ivulge the ir locat ion or reveal 
tlle owner's names. For SO IllC 11 l1cxplained reason, probably financ ial , the Type 57 had to be 
so ld prior to thc Alv is and thm' s another sto ry worthy of a book. Over a pcriod of a year 
and inl1ullle rab le letters. faxes and phone call s, a buycr for the Bugatt i emerged who was 
willing to dea l \Vi th the se lle r's eccentric ities. A priee was negotiated . Marc and Stash used 
an arbilralOr 10 iron o uI the detai ls of the ir profess ional relati onship, a business assoc iate of 
the pa rtners wit h a Swiss bank aCColi nt was brought inlo play, money changed hands and a 
re lease from Franco Sban'o \Vas obtai ned. 

Theil anolher roadb lock appeared . Franco Sbarro to ld me we could pick up the Bugatti . 
Marc wanted it moved immed ia te ly bcfore Pr ince Stash c hanged h is mi nd , but the 
doc ume ntat ion requircd by Swiss Custo ms had Ilot been obtained. We needcd a safe p lace 
10 store the car for a fcw days . 1 made ;:l qll ick ca li 10 Yves Honegger, thcn owner of 4.3 
Litre 14840, ELB l , who fortuna le ly \Vas in GencvlI and nOI at h is ho tel on Rod ri gucs 
Island. Yves allowed us to store the car in hi s garage wh ile the documentation \Vas soned 
out and transport at ion was arranged. Fina ll y the BligaHi was transported to England, velled 
and that transaction was fïnali scd . 
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ln the summer of 1992, Jerry Roscnslock, an Aston Martin a fi cionado from C .. liforn ia 
\V ith a DB4GT Zagato , 101d me that Lori n Tryon (a former Owner oF Spced Twcnty·Fi ve 
Toure r 146 14 , BST 700), then a co·org:lIliser of the Pebble Beach Concours. associated 
\Vith the Blackhawk Collection and a '-li spano Suiza o\Vner , had seen the Alvis. At the 
Hershey Jl1eet in OclOber 1992 1 had an opportuility to speak to Lori n. He said a ' Poli sh 
Count known as Prince Stash' was promoting the sa le of a collection of cars and Lori n was 
askcd te cvaluate Ihem on behalf of a potentia l purchaser. He was nowll from northern 
Cali fornia 10 a small desert commllnity cast of San Diego, in a pri vate aircraft , met at the 
landing strip and dri ven to a warcho ll se fu ll of cars . The broke r of the dea l \Vas Barnaby 
Broka\V. The Lancefield Spced T\Vcnty-Five was one of the cars slored there, but not one or 
those be ing offered for sa le. 

1 continllcd ca lling the Santa Monica number , usually l\Vice a wcek. In Jalluary 1993 1 
was rewarded when the phone WilS answered by a yo ung woman , who sa id she wou Id 
adv ise her fmher Ihat 1 had ca lleel. Nexi day Marc Johnson returned Ill y cali and talked l'o r 
over IWO hours. A quite inleres ting conversat ion, over a range of subjec ts, but no mention 
was made of the Alvis . He admilled that he \Vas an eccentric who was inclined to il1 vo lve 
himself in complex deals with o tllcr eccentri c cllaracters he liked. After thi s cali Marc 
ca lled me al least once a week. un til thc cars we re so ld a year and a half Inter. At times Ihe 
conversat ions wen t on fo r hours. 

1 soon di scovered questions about the Alvis usuall y did not elicil :lnswers, so 1 \Va ited for 
him to bri ng it up. Ove r a pe riod o f timc it came out that Marc and Prince Stash had a 
partnership in a film company. The lïll11 company had purchased Ihe Alvis and thc Bugatt i 
as an invesllncnt. In conve rsation 1 round out that Marc 's mother was an Engli sh wnr bride 
and he told me in add it ion 10 bc ing a filmma ker he did some marketing for the Rolling 
Stones . He had an environmental clean-up company in Mex ico , o\Vncd a 1940 Ford woody 
wagon, a 1953 Ford piekup, <l 1967 Citroen cabriolct , a 1937 Hudson Terraplane \V ith a one 
off \Vood ie body, il 1927 Chevy rire truck once lI scd by Univcrsal Studios. and e leven 
camc ls, if that explains anything! 

The Lancefleld Speed Twenty·Five photographed in the United States in the t980s. 
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Meanwhile, Marc asked jf 1 had any spacc in my garage. Ir so. could he ship Ihe Spccd 
T wenly·Five 10 Ille? 1 had j usl sokl Illy AIra GTV 50 space was avai lab le. The followi ng 
wcek the Lancefie ld arrived in an llnmarkcd closed van and \Vas handed over 10 Ille. 1 had 
never Illel Mn rc, never even spoken \V ith Prince Stash and no\V 1 had the Speed T \Venly· 
Five in Ill y ga rage, the till e in Ill y elesk and 1 was askcd 10 hand le the sa le. O nce the 
La llcefield \Vas so ld l never hcard l'rom Marc Johnson agai n. Talk about eecentri city . You 
Illeel the l11os1 fasc inaling characlers in Ihe o ld car worlel. 

1 got Ihe LlllceJïe ld nmlling for Ihe tirs! lime in many years. The pelro l \Vas $0 stal e a rag 
soaked in il \Vo lild oill y slllou ider \V hen IiI and the valves musl have been adjus lecl \V ilh 
sOl1lelhing a bit larger than a feeler gauge. 1 doubt it had bcen drive n on the roac! s illee 
reslOration. probably j usI rrom a lraiter 10 Ihe show fi e ld and back, 

It is a slUnning ca r but il required a bit o r sorting l'ri or 10 any extens ive li se. Alan Slote 
vis itee! the AACA Hershey meel in Oc lober 1994. saw Ihe Lance fie ld in Illy ga rage and was 
Sl11 ill e l1. The Lnnccfield was rc patriated laler in 1994. 

Aekno\V lcdgemc nts 
Ron Pinto 
Alan Slo te 
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SPOCWLS 

Jack Clover 
1 DID IT MY WAY 

The Tale of Two Specials; Part 2 - T he Speed 21 

Abolit four ycars after complet ing and cnjoying the Fl ybird Special. a more <1mbitious spec ial 
began to DCCUpy the imagination. By Ihi s lime 1 had taken rcdundallcy and carly retire me nt , 
(hus rCl110v ing the need 10 \Vaste li fe al \York . The lime hac! cOllle! 

Wh)' 1101 combine the beSI of aI l things? Wh ich is one of Ihe prcl1icst cars cvcr made? 
The carly Spccd 20, 1 thought. But, good as the)' arc, the)' co uIc! do \V ith more power. di sk 
brnkes, fï ve gears, shcll bcarings , radial lyres. effic ient windscrecn wi pcrs . morc c lectrici ty 
....... The laler 3 li tre has Illas! of thesc; and \V ha! is not thcrc can cas il y be addcd . Il docs 
have an awful chassis on which 10 bui le! a spcc ialthough, patli cu larly in Ihe pre-\Var sty le. but 
il has a reputalion for handli ng better lhan mnny of il s conlempora ri es. And Ihey do be[ong 
to a very good club! Not onl y that , 1 kne\V of a dcrclict T02l \Vi th \V ire wheels. and virt ua ll y 
no body. 

So 1 clec ided to bu ild a Speed 2 1, a comfonab le. fast tourer ra ther Ihan il racer. 1 also 
reso lved to make a photographie record thi s li me , and note a il the expenses. a li st o f wllich 
yo u will fï nd at the end of thi s article . 

Ouring the build of the Flybird , a lot had been IC<lllled. Build ing a 'one off' is very different 
l'rom a resloralio ll. You have 10 design the thing 10 slarl w ith . Il Îs nccessa ry la imagi ne the 
whole th ing in the round. a lso , des ign and make a Ihollsand indi vidual brackets. frames. 

pane ls, pi vots. arrange pipe and w iring n ms, Ihen pos itio n everylh ing where the)' are not in 
Ihe way of each other or anyth ing else. Il musl be possible ta take it 10 picees agai n! You 
Illusl be able la carry out se rv ici ng and adjuslrnenls easily. (Modern ca r rn akers scem to 

ha ve forgotlcn thi s, ho\Vever). O n top of a il thi s, il Illust look niee, oUls icle, inside . From the 
driver 's seat (where yOll see il mosl orten). LInder the bonnet: be comf0l1abJe. safe and reliab le 
and las t a long lime. Perha ps the mos! d ilTicult of ail is 10 gel Ihe li ne and proport ion ri ghl. 
The eye is more important Ihan the rul er. indeed things o ft en have to be w ron g by the rulcr 
in order to look right. 

Many limes, a perfec i s ide view wi11100k odd Fro m Ihe rear and 50 on. a il round the ca r. 
Maki ng a p l)'\Vood and cardboarcl mock- llp fo r the overa ll shape he lps, the n, during the 
acma! bui!d , making some P,U1S del ibcliJte ly 100 large. -n le right contour can then !Je found by 
experimeming wi th black lape, and look ing From a il ang les bcfore doing the final CUI or 
bend . Th is mClhod \Vas used on the w ing valences. fo r instance. There arc so many litt le 
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things whieh rnake a big difference,like the door Hne relative to the running board, wind­
sereen, and bonnet shut lines. It makes you realise why sorne cars. particularly modem ones, 
look sueh a mess! 

1 have seen several pre-war style specials on post war ehassis - many not right for two 
basic reasons. Firstly the wheels are too srnall, seeondly and more importantly, the radiator 
is too far forward, often mueh too far, so that lean but elegant look is entirely lost. Cars like 
this must also handle badly, with too large a proportion of the weight at the front. On the 
Alvis there is the added problem of that steering box stuck high up at the front just where it 
would be the proverbial sore thumb in front of the elegant radiator, and ruining the line of 
the flowing wing. Also the chassis is ugly and must be kept out of sight, the front durnb 
irons will have to be remade eompletely, and there is too much chassis aft of the rear 
wheels. Before starting on large lumps of work and rnoney, these problems had to be 
solved. 

1 decided against pre-war type cross-ply tyres on cost and performance, but still needed 
the large diameter, so 1 measured wheels on modem cars and perused tyre specifications. 
Pre-war tyres tend to be 28 to 30 inches in diameter; modem tyres of that size are found on 
lorries or Land Rovers, but weigh upwards of half a hundredweight and are 50 thick they 
would probably ho Id the car up with no air in them at all. Range Rover tyres, however, are 
about 28.5 inches, are available with reasonably car-type treads, and are not too heavy or 
thick. They are of course much wider than pre-war, but 1 often feel the 30s cars, unlike early 
Vintage models, would look better with wider wheels and fuller mudguards. In fact, experience 
has shown that few people notice that the tyres are twice as wide as expected, in spite of my 
being so conscious of them. AIso, my initial worry that they might be noisy has proved 
unfounded. So Range Rover it was to be. Of course they would not go on Alvis wheels, but 
16 x 6 ineh spoked wheels were available, with 52mm hubs, and the correct offset. Nothing 
too difficult here, but they were the most expensive item, even though the tyres were less 
than half the price of the cheapest cross-plies and will have three times the life. 

The radiator position was very cheap to get right. The engine was moved back 18 inches, 
which places it about where a Speed 20 engine is. The only cost here was an extra cross member 
to strengthen the chassis at the mounting point, and altering the propshaft. 1 reckoned this 
would also give a 50/50 weight distribution, good for handling. This in fact proved remarkably 
accurate, when the finished car was placed on a weighbridge, it was within a few pounds of 
the same weight on each axle. 

That steering box was more of a puzzle. 1 know sorne have changed to rack and pinion, 
but 1 was rather uncertain about this, and did not want to change the actual geometry of the 
steering, crazy though il looks, Alvis must have known more about it than 1 do and there is 
their handling reputation. A scrap yard search located a suitable remote steering box by ZF, 
from a BMW, a beautifully made thing, roller bearinged throughout and fully adjustable. It 
was possible to mount this below the radiator, between the dumb irons, then using its universal 
joints, place the steering wheel wherever 1 wanted it. However it only had a very short drop 
arm and it needed to be like the original Alvis one, but, to my amazement, the Alvis drop 
arm fitted on the splines. A drag Iink then joined this drop arm to the near side idler. The 
original steering box was simply replaeed with an idler box like the near side, but with the 
drop arm from the original steering box. The wheel, from a Speed 20, was mounted on a 
collapsible boss, hidden by a stainless steel sugar basin for smartness! The wheel was 
restored by stripping off the wom out plastic, then applying several coats of high build 
primer, followed by a whole spray tin of eggshell black. After 30.000 miles it is still perfect, 
another spray tin would put things right again anyway. 
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The performance or thi s system has turncd out to be superb and surpri singly light: in raCI 
il was too light. alrnosl as if it had power 5tcering, 50 1 laler filled a longe r drop artll l'rom an 
SC Spced 20 , yes that fitt ecl as we il ! Now the steer ing has fewer IUrns lock 10 lock than a 
standard car. and is stililight in spite of the ve ry wide tyres and docs it corne r! Incidelllally, 
it \Vas noticed during Ihe construction of the Il ew vin lage shaped front dumb irons, Ihal the 
o riginal mounling of the sleering box and bell crank is very poor. Ihere be ing no proper 
menns 10 stop the chass is box collapsing llnder pressure of the bol ls. To correc t Ihis . sleel 
tubes were welded in bel\Vecll the two sides of the chass is, no\\' ail bolls can be torqued IIp 
propcrl y. 

There is one more problem associated wilh building any Special \V llich is li ghler Ihan the 
ori ginal car. and that is ride he ight. Therc \Vere IWO rcasons \V hy the solution usee! on the 
Flyb ird spec ial wou Id nol work thi s lime. Firsll y. yo u cannot take leaves OUI of a coi l spring 
and secondly Ihis car \Vas 10 have prope r tn udguarcls Ihat need to be part of the bodywork 
ra lher Ihan an addition 10 il. 80th chass is and whee ls need 10 be in Iheir prope r working 
pos ition during the who le of the design and build. FlIrther. it is pre ferablc if the wheels can 
be arti fic iall y movcd thOllgh Ihe ir fllllupward deneclion. 10 ensure suflï cienl clearance for 
the wheels llllder a il condi tions . including stccring and denec tions under hard cornering. 
Looking into Ihe futurc. 1 could sec problclllS in getting the ride he ighl right on Ihe finished 
car. which would bc aggravated by the diffïculty of dea li ng with Ihose lorry l'car springs, and 
worse, the rail car like front co il springs. The best solution. 1 considcred , would bc to do 
away with ail Ihe origi nal springs. and repl ;:lcc them with combined coi l and dampcr units , 
with built in adjustable ride he ighl. and harcJness of damping: on the back as we il as Ihe 
front. This has provcd very successful.lhe fronl spring units wi ll no\\' pass through the hole 
in the lower wishbone . making rCllloval and fïn ing very simple. and safe. l'"ly hydrau lic log 
spl iner made an eusy job of compress ing Ihe springs 10 go on the damper unit s. At the back. 
the axle is localcd by Irailing anns and Walls linkage. thus it is better located than by Ihe 
Icaf springs, Ihi s will bc anothcr rcason for the good handling. Further. il elimînated Ihe 

Compressing road springs on damper units using log splitter 
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lleccss ity for any chass is behi nd the l'ca r whee ls. re rn ov ing a il res tri ctions 10 bodywork 
des ign. 

The big des ign problems were now overCOllle , though, of course there wc re hundrcds of 
little otles 10 come. 

The chassis was tOlnll y overhauled, sand blasted. pa inted , and Waxoyled inside. Il was 
also stiffened by we lding in a c rll ciform section . Thi s did add a bit 10 the wcight, but , agu in. 
1 am sure it toO has improved handlitlg and l'cc l. Certainl y there is no trace of Ihe scuttl e 
shakc sometimes assocÎaled with even quile modern , open ca rs. 

The piping came nexi for pClrol and br~lkes, ail in rllstless tube, with adequalc supports , 
and protection wherever susceptible 10 damage. 8rake pipes were made the sal11C le ngth for 
each side of the car , the better for even braking . 

The brakes were uprated by lïttillg 4pol ca ll ipers to the front and large r pots to the rear. 
ail with s tninless slee l pis tons and logether with a Il ew, s li ghtl y more powerful se rvo . 
Oddl y, il new Lockheed servo was chcapcr than a reconditioned exchange unit. 

The hand brake , on d ise braked cars has a replltalion for beillg pOO l', so a fcw alterations 
we re made. The callipers arc just a hcavy ve rsion or that round on a bicycle, so . first 1 
added a means to posilively set the ouler shoe, Ihen illtrodllced a spring belwee ll il and the 
inncr shoe, havi ng di scarded the origina l hairpin spring . The cable and Ihose reds and 
compensators were sc rapped , bcing replaccd by a single cable. the encls of which attachcd 
directl y to the two ca lli pers, whi lst Ihe cen tre ran on a pu lley on the hand brake lever. A torque 
ann was fïued between calliper hOlls ings and the e nd o r the cable OUler. This se t up allows 
very accu rate adj uslmenl , and a very ri g id mechanism; the hand brake is good . and my 
MOT man tell s me that he se ldom gets sll ch high or we ll -ba lanced 1'001 brake readings. 

The ori ginal foot l'celais were d iscarded , Ihe mi.lster cy li nders bc ing inaccess ible and in 
line wit h too much roac! d irt l'rom the front whee\. The new pedal box was placed on Ihe ex 
Spced 20 cast sC Llttl e, wi th pendant peda ls. Beeause the driver's scat was intended to be 

New pedal box and adjusling quadranl 
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lïxed. il \Vas arranged 50 Ihal ail Ihe fool pedals can be adjusled back and forlh via il 

quadrant. also moullled on the scull ie. 
Now Ihe lime W:.lS ripe 10 design and bu ild a body of excepliona l beauly! Wha l a p ily il 

can onl y be clone on cars. 
Firs t Ihe chass is was placed o n fo ur limbe r b lacks al the desirecl hcight, with Ihe 

suspe ns ion full y assemblcd , but without any of the springs. Two lyres \Vere purchascd and 
fïtted ; the se could then go on whichever end o f the car 1 \Vas work ing 011. An eng inc was 
al so pUI in place,jusl 10 make sure 1 clid 1101 pUI anyth ing in its \Vay! 

Trai/ing arms locating the rear axle (coil springs not shawn) 

The body was not to be a copy of any car, nor waS it 10 be a fake 10 fool anyollc: it was 10 
be as 1 wanlcd il. Unlike Ihe Flybird , il \Vas 10 be a il al umini um , wllich , needlcss 10 say . 
made Ihe job IllLlch more difficull , not least bcc<1 uSC 1 had never even seen anyOll e do panel 
bca ling ancl had no idea whclhcr 1 could do il. Ho\Vever it \Vas donc, and \Vhal follows is the 
\Vay 1 cl ic! il. Il may not be the \Vay a profess ion al \Vou!d do il , bui it works. As a back up ! 
hac! purchasccl a sel of Lagonda LG45 Illuclguards; ho\Vever, 1 am happy to say these are 
no\V on il Lagonda LG45. 

J \Vas f"ortunate in ha ving the cast aluminium bulkhcad l'rom an SC Speed 20 ilmongs l 
my junk , and 1 fitted Ihis 10 the chass is jusi bchind the engi ne , weil where c ise would you 
pUI it ? This, of course , detcrmincd the he ight and contour of Ihe body at that point. The 
rad iator she ll came nex l, actuall y il lowered TA 14 unit , posi lioned , surpri se, surpri se. in 
front , leaving roo l11 fo r an electric 1~11l . ancl look ing righ l, bul 1101 permanenll y fïxccl. yc t. 
The pOsition of bu lkhead and shell , no\V clele rminecl the bonnel s icles . but Ilot Ihe 10p. Ihis 
be ing an examplc of having 10 be wrong 10 look righl ; Ihe she l1 he ight cou ld nol be finaliscc! 
lill the body was otherwise complete. and cycd l'rom ail ang les including the drivcr"s scat. 
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The nex t thi ng was to cio a full s ize outl ine drawing on thc garage wall , the o nl )' draw ing 
in the whole construction! This he lped la gel the relali ve pos it io ns o f big ite ms likc cngine . 
contra is, scat s. ,md passcngers, all in a place where Ihe)' can ex ist bapp il )' IOgelhe r. Il also 
he lps ta gCllhat all · imp0 rl ant line and proportion rig ht . bu t onl)' in o ne dimens io n . there arc 

slill plent )' or proble ms. 
Thc e ng inc, wheels, and bul khead, we re, of course, the fi xed pailli s, OIher things had la 

be positioned rou nd the m. 
Construction proper couIc! now commence, starting wi lh the bonnet. This was the on ly 

part of the body 1 did Ilot make myse lf. There Îs no way to form those long, straig hl ClIrvcs, 
(sollnds s ill y, bul yOLl know wh al 1 rnean) or Ihe fo lds ror hinges, wilhoul roll ers <Incl fold ing 
machines . A lso , hard aluminiulll was used - it seems more suitablc for Ihi s app licalion. 11 
\Vas delibcl'ately kept o vers ize ta a llow fo r that fina l positiolling of the radialOl' laler on. 

Now calllc the tri cky task o f gening those curves right on tbe body frame . 1 clid thi s by 
clamping il 12 foot le nglh of 3 x 25mm strip s teel ta the rad. she ll and scull le, thcn lcuing 
it fo llow its o\Vn line 10 where 1 \Vantecl the tail end to be . This ga ve il conlinuo us, bUI 

val'y ing . curve \V idc ni ng round the passenger area , then tapering in again for a g raccful l'car. 
The frame construclion was the same system used 50 s llcccssfull y o n lhe Flyb ird ; 25111m 

we lded sq uare steel tube sub frame, wi lh soft wood attachcd j usl to g ive the shape. 
I-Ia ving establi shed the fronl 10 back curve, the 10p 10 botlo m o ne had to be detcnnincd. 

This \Vas mo re diffi cult . because it COU Id not be the same ail the \Vay alo ng. The shape of 
the sC Lltt le determincd Ihe c urve at that point. but this c urve Ileeds to change pro fi le to\Vards 
the rear w ings . wh ilsl the boot end needed la curve in Ihe n s lig htl y o uI agilin . A nd. of 
course, th is had la be donc wi thout los ing the continuo us curve fro m fronl to bac k al a il the 
levc ls . This may sOllnd a il ralher lInnccessary . bu t these li tt le Ihings makc a lo t o f d irfercncc 
ta the final appearancc. 

The linal. lower conto ur woulcl be detenn ined by the line o f the mlldg ll a rds and rllnning 
boards, 50 these \Ve re made nex t. 

Now.1 had to Iry panel bealillg . A frie nd hacl le nt Ille a wheeling machine : 1 had di shed 
Ihe e nd o f a large e lm log \V ith an ang le gri nder and 1 oWl1ecl il bai l peen haTllllle r. That 
see rncd a good slart. Nex l. 1 made wooden patterns o f the mllcJ guards. onc fro nt. and olle 
l'car , and sa dcs ig ncd that one pattern co uld be used fo r bo th s icles o f the car. A local coach 
bui ldcr wOlild 110 1 te ll Ille which grade of alumini um to use, Ihe I1lcallie ! Happ il y , hi s suppli er. 
whcre 1 al so pLlrc hased millc, to ld Ille; name ly , half hard , (i .e. A lG ), 1.5111111 Ihick . or 16 
gauge. 

Rear wing and limber pallern 
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Thc rirst Ilccess ily was 10 rind the best way o r cutting thc mcta l. A fte r tryi ng various 
me Lhods, 1 round it bcst to brush oi l along the c ul lillC, Ihcn cut using an ord illary jig saw 
with a woOd-cu llillg bladc. This WOlS qu ick, versatile and causcd 110 distort ion, but you do 
need ear protcc tion! 

1 dec idcd to Iry a front wing tï rsL It WOlS obvious Ihal thc wholc Ihing cou lcl nOI bc mndc 
from one piece. 50 1 stan cd with the top section from the fron t to nbout ha lfway dow n the 
slope. First it was bashcd roughly to shnpe in Ihe d ished e lm log, smoothed with the 
wheel ing machine, the ll the sides curved though 45 degrees On the woodcn pattern , the 
lower section beÎng donc in a similar way. The sicle va lence was cut to shape, the top edge 
curved 45 degrees il1wards 10 mee t the wing top. whil st the lower cdge was turned 90 
degrees in for fi nish and slrenglh . The inner valencc was Illuch more difficult . bcing roughl y 
triangular in shape. with il deep compound curve . and a varyÎng profi le in both directions. 
and . o f cou rse il had 10 fit the wing a long it s top edge , and the fo rward ex tens ion of the 
ru nning board al its lower edge. Further. 1 had decided 10 HUll Ihe cllrvcd front le'ld ing cdge 
inwards by abOlll 3 cm, beller to hide the indcpclldcllI suspension and give added strength . 
whi lsl reta ining the open fro lllcd look of the 20s and carly 30s. Small pieces were then eut and 
shapcd 10 givc a Ix>inted front and rcar to the wing. 

SO, I now had a srna ll pile of shapes. Thcse . cxccpt the illner va lence, were now la id on 
the woodcn fo rmcr. tcmporarily fixed wi th clamps o r scrcws and grou l1 d off till the joins 
fitted nice ty, diflïcut t with a luminium , bcçause . though so ft il gums IIp wh ale ver is used fo r 
çutting. The bits werc now MIG wclded. whil sl sti ll o n Ihc former; il bit s l11oky, but il 

Part campleled badywark (wheeling machine jusl visible an leff) 
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worked. This skcleton \V ing \Vas now fiucd ta the car. on sleel bracketry made for the job 
and the running board made and offered up. 

The running board fo llowed a continuous curve from the rear \V ing. then througb behind 
the front \V ing. ri ght up to the rad iator . Now tbat in ne r valc nce could be we lded in. and 
cverylhing wclded 10 Ihe run ning board. Hooray ! 1 had made my firsl wi ng and runn ill g 
board : il had IUrned out righ t and in facl was nOlhillg like as d iffi cult as cxpecled. Indeed. 1 
had nOI know n whelhe r il \Vas possible at ail. Mind you. 1 <lm Ilot cl.t iming it was of the 
sWlldard Oflhc Rod Jolleys of thi s wodd , bu l probably as good as some of the pre-war orig ina ls 
\Vere. Of course. having made one, Ihe othcrs would be casier! 

Weil. no! The second one has to be Ihe salllc as Ihe lïrsl. bUI opposile handed. So it Ims 
10 be approx imalely the saille. If you earefull y check your o ri ginal Vanden l'las. Mayfa ir. or 
whaleve r. you will probably find il is 1101 Ihe salllC bOlh sicles. 

T he second front wing d id not go righ l at 4111. 1 spent a day and a half on Ihal compound 
curved inncr va le nce. and cou Id nOI gel it 10 fit. II \Vas hallllllered , il was wheeled. il \Vas 
eut , we lded. Ihe n hammered and wheeled ag<li n, :111 ta no aVil i!. In the end il was chuckcd on 
Ihe \VaSle heilp . and 1 slaned again , with a fresh piece of alumi ni uTll . Within a couple of 
hours or 50. 1 had il perfectly shaped panel. 1 still do 1101 kllOw whar 1 d id di ffere lll ly. 

The l'car mudg uards \Ve re made using similar me lhods. There \Vas no complex inner 
vale nce. of course. but a small version was used on Ihe l'ca r halL ,md the lrailing edge 
tllflled in .md poinled 10 match the front.. A tricky job was to makc and fit the pods each 
s icle for rcw· lighls. 

The mudguards clid nOI fi ni sh he re . Flying stones l'rom the wheels can dent lll11dguards 
l'rom the inside. so ail four \Vere g iven an inner shield . thal 0 11 the front fo llowing Ihe 10\Ver 
conlour of Ihe side valence. T hinne r aluminium was lIsed , but by the lime a il were se re\Ved 
logelhcr. each Illudguard formed a very slrong il nd r ig id un it. Easier 10 clean undernealh 
100. 

Thc techn ique fo r s lightl y di shecl pane ls . like. fo r ex ample. Ihe doers. was complete ly 
d iffere nl. no wheeling machine or hollowed ehn log. T his lime the panel was laid 011 il nat. 
cast iran surface plaIe. Very very light hamiller blows wilh Ihe bail end . slarting in the cenlre. 
the n \Vorki ng round in a spiral. caused the panel la cll rve lIpwarcls, lak ing on a concave 
shape . If il deeper shape is required, more hammer blows are needed, 1101 harder ones. The 
eO ll vex side. witho lll the small halllJl1e r marks, is Ihe one Iha t wi ll show , of course and 
needs onl y a nub over \V ith fi ne weI and dry paper ta have a perfcct finish. 

At Ihis point the wiring was donc, whilst things \Vere still easy 10 get <lI. Like the Flybircl. 

Electrical distribution panet 
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1 did nOluse a lcom , Ihough Ih is car \Vas very much more complex in the spurks depart lllcnt 
Ho\Vevcr. by doing olle ci rcuil at il lime. il is much as laught 10 seven year o lds in primary 
school \Vlte n you come to Ihink :lbollt it! yCI Ihe linished job looks vc ry il11press ive. Of 
course, \Vi re sizes must be '1dequ<lle . and ail c ircu its given approprialc fuses. Every circuil 
\Vas routed via a labelled distribution panel siluated unde r Ihe dashboard . the lid of which 
conwins a neon Ics t probe. Rclays were used for hcad lights and horn. A few ex tra switches 
\Ve re incorporated , a main iso lalor 10 lum off everything except the dock, unot hcr swilch 
for the dock itself, and a switch for Ihe fuel pUlllp. During the job, a record w • .1s kcpl of ail 
ci rcuits, and the wire colour used. Wherevcr there was any danger of da mage in use, Ihe 
wi res we re run in conduit, and ail frequently clamped . No wires arc visible except wherc 
they nm in slainless steel or aluminiulll casings. 

The dashboard was made l'rom a piece of rose\Vood-veneercd ply , from, 1 think il club 
sized TV cabinet. Instruments and s\V itches \Ve re coll ected from a variety of sources , but no 
rockers. Those \Vith nasty, modern idio t signs had them replaced by wrell t~u1hings thal !ïtled 
exact ly. There was no suitab le horn button avai lab le , so 1 had to make tl1alloo. Also, al Ihis 
point. the \V indscreen wipers \Vere fitted , modern , IwO speed units o f the type where the 
I11cchanism runs in a steel tube. so is rclnti vcly easy to lit any ca r. The hea ter 100 was 
inslnll ed under the dashboard. 

The panels now could be fi xed 10 the body. or doorfrmlles as appropriate. Two diffcren t 
I11cthods \Vere used here . Round door openings, 10\Ver edges and the like. Ihe melal W<lS 

simply tapped round the frame and nailed as 0 11 any prc-\Var cnr. To lurn Ihe 1l1ctal ill to 
reba les , as round the doers, 1 Illodifi ed a da\V hammer so the hal11ll1er end bec:ulle ;'1 D 
shape. and the claw , a blunt chi se l shape. 

Anolher method \Vas used on doers. First. pieces of alull1inium werc shapcd and sc rewcd 
10 the oulside of the frame, del ibc ratc ly oversizc. The pane ls were then offercd up and 
tri mmed to fit , but , aga in oversize. 81ll1ll ho les \Vcre Ihen drilled ail the \Vay round the edge. 
abOlit 50111m. apart , lak ing care that Ihe holes did IlOt co inc ide with the scrc\Vs holding 0 11 
thc first pieces , as dictated by Murphys' Law! The panels wcre thcn tigh tl y clampcd. or 
scrc\Ved 10 Ihc frames, covering those firsl pieces . It \Vas then simply a case of \Velding 
Ihrough ail Ihc holes, including ail tl10sc drillcd ror temporary sc rcws. 1 no\V had a slrong 
doer 100 big for Ihe opening. but because thcre \Ve re no turned edges . thcy could be ground. 
or filed IiI! a perfecl gap was oblained . 

Altaching panels by welding Ihrough 8mm holes 
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ln Ihe interests of sare ty, doms \Vere front hinged, ye l 1 still wan lcd that ni cc ly shaped 
door sl1l1\ linc, \V ith hinges in li ne \V ith the windscreen la cnable any side sc recns ta pi vot 
wi lh the door. This ncccss itated hidden hinges which 1 had ta design and make. 1 wou Id 
never have be licved how difficult it was ta ge l these ri ght ! At the olher end , latches l'rom a 
1929 Talbot \Vere ll sed , being a parti cu larly secure design. Also, with safe ty in mind , doors 
were given some measure of side impact protcc tion . The steel body fr.1l11C protrlldes s ligh lly 
into the door open ings, and the stee l Frame of the door, hooks round it , al so at thi s poin t the 
square tu be has limber ti gh tl y fi ued inside to stop il co ll apsing under impact. The unusual 
rigidilY of doms and frame, for a lourer, means they close with that Im'ely "c1unk" associated 
with il good sa loon. 

Steel framed door and timber work ready for outer panel 

The boat lid \Vas more complex . ft did not nced 10 be 50 strong, 50 the l'raille \Vas we lded 
l'rom a luminium ang le, \V ith that slighl compound curve , and s imilar , cliffi cult , hidden 
hinges. These were designed so Ihat the lid moves backwanls as well as upwards, 50 that 
rainwalcr is shed a\Vay From the opening. The panel was <lttached 10 ilS frame in the same 
way as the doms were, we lding through holes. But of course Ihi s lid was horizontal , with 
attendant w<Herproofing problems, aggravated because 1 wanted il to be flu sh ritting . It was 
I1 cccssary to fi x guttering ail round the open ing, wi th a drain pipe on each corner taking 
wate l' clown bcneath fioor Icve l. The inner edge of the guttcl' was given a special rubber 
Illoulcling on wh ich Ihe lid wOlild li e wi Lholit leaks or rail les . Finally. catches were made 
which wou Id hold the lid in four places Frolll Iwo locking points . 

1 pl'efcr a l'car mOllll tcd spare wheel, espec ially on a tourer. However, a seven inch \Vide 
Range Rover tyre would not be preHy, sa 1 dec ided to recess it in to the rear panel. Thm was 
not too bad a job, no hinges. calches. and a simple hole 10 let rainwater ouI. To improve 
appcarancc, a di sk was filted bchind the spare whcel close ta the spokes, which also prov idcd a 
hidden home for the jack and a copper hammer. And 1 clid not forget a Tllcans of acccss ing 
the fuel gallge sendcr! 
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Campleled aluminium shell, tempararily assembled far a final check 
on (orm and proportion 

Ncvcr 10 take the cas)' roule. 1 dccidcd on a hiddcn petro l flll er. Anolhcr small door. hingc. 
catch, imd dra in pipe 10 bencal h the floor. Ah weil. l never lOok to golf anyway! 

The fina l cmbcll ishlllcilt \V<ts il triangular Tllouldillg IC<lding into the Sp:lfC wheel hOllsing. 
and a chrome rail. front 10 buck. rccydeel from a Park Ward bonnet. T he lowcr cdge of the 
tail \Vas given a double ogcc shape ralher Ihan the lIsual straight lil1c. 

No\\' al last. the position of the rad ialor cou Id be lïnal ised. by try ing il al various hcighls 
and then looking crjliea ll y rrolll ail angles. Il is surpris ing how much the bonnet has to s lopc 
down lOwards Ihe radialor 10 look Icvc l. The bonnet itsclf cou Id now be Iri1l11l1cd lO ril , and 
the lowcr edge .-olled round il rod for added strcngtb. On allthc cars 1 havc sccn, the bonnet 
is prcvented l'rom Tllo ving forward by the radiator , not a good ide,:!. With a bit of jiggery to 
the l'ca r end of the hinge, it was located positively to the bulkhe ad , with ,1 ve rni e r 
ad jus t me ni so the bonnet gaps. front and back, can be prec isely adjusted. With s ile nce in 
minci , no louvres were madc in Ihe s ides, bu l an air clam was rincd undernealh 10 draw hOI 
<t ir do\Vn\Vards; there has been no ove rhe<tling. 

1 have orten Ihough l il odd Ih:ll il bonnet has a chrome or sta inless hinge, yet the scullle 
10p, between il and the windscreen is pla in . 50 a length or slainless sleelt llbe \VilS cut in halr 
lenglhways, and ritled 10 the scuttle, thus continuing the hinge line back 10 the windsc reen. 
This has improved Ihe <tppcarance: 1 do nol know why il \Vas nOI no rmal practice. 

Havi ng shortened the rad ia tor she ll , the vertical louvrcs \Vould no longer rit. of course. 
but 1 did not wanl Ihem anyway. A length or 8mm square stainless steel WolS bent and welded 
to form a stonegunrd sllrro llnd . then rebated at the back with an angle grinder. Into thi s was 
wclded a s tainless steel Illesh of the correct type, even lhough ils rirsl li re was sc reening 
baby foocls! The rinal job here was 10 carve ouI of wood, a cap to replace Ihe orig inal rill er. 
and the n take it to a roundry for copying in gun metal. 

The man who made up the radiator prope r. produced brass hend and bOIlOIll tanks of the 
r ight s ize from a heap o f suc h . say ing Ihey \Vc rc from il Ford son Major trac to r, the n 
soldered in il core of the requ ired hcighl. ., Sholiid do the job boy, thal "ud plollgh all day!" 
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1 have not tried plo ug hing. but l 've had no overheatillg. 
The he<ld lamp bilr was made frolll st .. inless stccl wbc, bent (0 shape with a nange wcldcd 

o n each end for boltillg thro ug h the ll1udg uard va le nces 10 Ihe s lee l s up po rt s. PIOO 
headlamps were Iried, bUl l cons idered Ihem 100 big. and do minating, so wen t for the Il'' 
ROlax w ith the A lvis badge in Ihe centre; perfec!. T hese were supplellle nled by Iwo modern . 

but o ld sly le, 6" lamps mOlJnted o n th e dUlllb iro ns, a il w ith q uartz halogell bulbs . On full 
bea rn .. II four arc on, clip is jusI Ihe lower IWO. \Vi lh the alternalo r 10 power Ihem ; Ihey are 
very good. 

A v<l le nce \Vas formed 10 cove r Ihe fa lse dum b irons. bu t Ihere \Vas Ihal Si cp down l'rom 
Ihe fronl suspensio n bil s. T wo small air vents were formed, lI s ing Ihe saille techn iq ue as the 
rad ialOr stolleguard , b ui w ith fi ner mesh . These cmnounaged Ihem nicely. and ducted cool 
a ir 10 Ihe bonnet as we il. 

Those weird stcering rods s ti ck ing Ollt in front are vulnerable to damage, so a sho n 
bUlllper of 50 x 6111111 s t:linless sleel \Vns lïtt ed via a couple of rubber eng ine 1ll0lln1S. JU SI 
behind . mali black va lences hid the steerin g bell c ranks. The shaft o f the starting halldle was 

fitled permanentl y, w ith a half inch square dri ve socket we ldcd 10 the frolll end rUlllling in 
Ihe bumper. The crank b it li ves under the bo nnet und :.Iso fil S the jack ha nd le. and plug 
spanner. This part \Vas made l'rom an alu min ium b icycle crank \\' ilh the pedal rcduccd to a 
h;:lIld g ri l'. and the ma in shaft eut short. the n groulld to half inch square . 

The windsc rcc n was made us ing parts from a s:.l loon sereen . SOIllC ne\\' brass. and s ide 
pillars cast l'rom Illy timbe r patte rns. Il does nOI ro ld nat ,you C:11l Ilevcr do it anyway. 

No\\'. Ihat IU lllp 111' front could be re placed by a proper engi lle. Il \\'as givcn a il the usual 
trcatment ; crank grind . rebo rc. ne\\' bearings pis to ns and chain , and cam fo llowers refaced . 
The head \Vas g iven IHlrd scats and Ilew va lves. The Ile\\'. loca ll y made g uides were g ive n 
Land Rover sha pcd 10 pS and o il sea ls. The o il pump was re- faccd. and \\'ater pump rebuilt. 
but the fa n b lades \Vere di scarded. In Ihe ir l' Ince is a sma rt cast a lu minium c lect ric fan. 
which is only needed in tramc. Il has a mallua l switc h . but ir rorgOtlen w ill cOllle on aUlO-

Under bonnet. Off side. 

424 



mati calI y anyway. An alternator replaced the dynamo, the mounting bracket modified to 
suit, the original belt still driving it. Purely for the sake of appearance now that the side 
view could be seen, a few cosmetic changes were made. The dipstick now has a brass T 
handle, and the oH filler is now on the side, made from a Firefly aluminium front water 
pipe, with a flange welded to the top, and a pre-war oit cap, the whole being bolted on in 
place of the front tappet cover, the rear one being replaced by a smarter aluminium one. The 
cast iron rocker coyer was replaced with a poli shed aluminium one, without oH filler, and 
about 1 inch higher. Il was not possible to use the original as a pattern, so 1 had to make 
one; it had to be about 1 cm longer to allow for shrinkage after casting. 

On the carburettor side, the exhaust manifold was wrapped and shielded so as to deflect 
heat backwards and downwards, more effective, 1 thought, than shielding the carburettors 
themselves. Cool combustion air is drawn from a vent on the side of the bonnet, whilst a 
short, insulated petrol pipe cornes from under the wing, to the carburettors. 

A search had been going on for a suitable 5-speed gearbox. 1 decided on a type 9 Ford 
Granada, weil the original is only Austin! Il has a separate bell housing, easily available, not 
expensive, and could, 1 thought, be fitted, using a 12 mm thick steel adaptor plate. It is similar 
to the Sierra box now fitted to many classic cars, but has the longer input shaft needed for 
the Alvis bell housing. Il will fit beautifully to a ZF type bell housing, but 1 could see no 
way of getting the lower bolts in, which is possible with the original Austin type. However, 
for sorne obscure reason, Alvis fitted this box to an off centre hole, so bell housing and 
adaptor plate went to a machine shop for a very expensive central hole. Since then 1 have 
acquired a TA21 bell housing, which may be easier, but 1 have not checked. Maybe on the 
next Special! 

The gear lever, happily, came in exactly in the right place, but joining to the prop shaft 
was tricky, the Ford gearbox does not have an output flange. The sliding joint on the 
propeller shaft doubles as the gearbox rear bearing, it seems a bad idea but most modern 
rear drive cars appear to be the same, so it obviously works and lasts weil. The front end of 
the propeller shaft from a Ford lorry or a Reliant Scimitar fits into the rear of the car gearbox, 
and has a Hardy Spicer UJ exactly the same as the Alvis. The complete front end of the 
Alvis shaft was therefore sawn off the tube, which had to be shortened anyway. The UJ fork 
from the rear end of another shaft was then fitted and welded in its place. A new cross and 
bearings cou Id then join the front of the prop to the rear of the gearbox. Hey presto, drive! 

A Ford 3 ton lorry clutch plate has the correct splines and is otherwise exactly like the 
Alvis one if 6mm are removed from the circumference, easy, and done by the supplier 
while 1 drunk a cup of his coffee. 

A big mistake was made here though. The selector rod protrudes from the front of the 
gearbox, so a hole was drilled in the adaptor plate for it. What 1 did not know was that it is a 
o shaped shaft in a round hole, so for the first few hundred miles several pints of oil 
spewed from here to the clutch housing which made a lot of mess on the garage floor, and 
ruined the clutch plate. Off had to come the gearbox, however at least on my car this can be 
done from underneath without disturbing the engine or the transmission tunnels. 

Painting came next. The air compressor 1 had had for years was not up to the job, so a 
big second hand one was purchased and installed, with ail its control gear and much plumbing. 
This is only Iike domestic water plumbing, so was no problem. 

Etch primer is needed for aluminium; otherwise it is Iikely to fall off. The topcoat was 
cellulose, it being fairly forgiving, and not too toxic given plenty of extraction, and a suitable 
mask. 1 found the painting more tedious than the panel fonning in a way. As a fellow Alvis 
owner so nicely put it, you rub down and fiat off tiII you reach the b****r it point, then 
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spray on the paint. The final finish depends I:u·gely on where Ill ai b****r il poinl is! Also, 
mudguards, bonne t, (in fO llr separate pieces), bool lid , and body. ail had 10 be pai nted 
separate ly , Ihen , inev il ab ly, sc ratclled on assembly. As lI sual , just to l11a ke things more 
difficult , a tw in colom scheme was used with a curvcd <Iml laperi ng side stripe. 

Now Ihere arc umpteen brigh t bits 10 fil . (more sc ratches), bui mosll y slra ighlforward . 
Those nmning board strips. however were fieldl y and li me consulll ing. There 'Ire fi ve strips 
on each side , each a different length to malch the pointed ends of Ihc Illudguards. Aiso. bolh 
cnds of each strip has 10 be brought 10 a poi nt. Thi s invo lves cutting just inside both sicle 
sections, lïling a 45-degree angle on each. then rel110ving the base section. fïn a ll y curving 
the sides il1 ward to the shape of a gOlhic arch. Then dri ll dozens of holes. and sc rew in 
dozens of little screws. The rubber slrips are nol too diflï cult , bci ng guided in wi th a blunt 
screwdri ver and a lillie wash ing up flu id. Nearl y there no \\'. but noth ing 10 sil 011 . 

The adjustab le l'cela is were already in place 50 the scat could be il fï xllIre, thus addi ng 10 
the rig id ity of Ihe body, but , of course, tlle ri ght di stance from the steering whee!. 1 li ke a 
relaxed driving position, with a hugg ing support ive scat , e lbows on rests, sleeri ng wheel 
naturally to the hands, legs fa irly slraight. J kno\V nOI why. but no modern car 1 have ever 
tried mects these criteria. 

The sca t back rest \Vas fonned into a sha llow, curved W shape. ll sing fl ex ible plywood. 
covered with about one inch of fai rl y de nse sponge rubber, with a so rt er layer on top of that. 
The best angle was deteflnined when J was laid up with back strai n: we il if it is comfortable 
Ihen , it must be right! The best combi nat ion for the base was found 10 be n at z ig-zag 
springs as found on sellees. or modern car scats . \Vit h woven carpet on 10p. The cushion was 
cul from a Dun lopillow mi.lllreSS, with a harder sponge rubber glued to Ihe to p face. The 
cent re arm rest doubles as storage fo r a pai r of binoculars, a torch, and sllla li items needed 
in transit. Ali was covered with red leathe r frolll the rcar seat of il Mayfa ir sa loon. This 
arrangement has proved very comfortab le after many hours at the wheel. Although not 
required by law, 1 fitted seat bc lts; il i5 arter ail. a fast car. These were, of course. att ilched 
10 the chass is; it is no lise sc rewi ng thelll to sOllle Ilimsy part of the body. The door , lnner 
panels were of plywood , wi th a thin layer o f foam. Ihen Vi nyl on top , the whole be ing 
stitched on a huge industria l sewi ng machine rescued by my daughter*in law where she 
worked , it was destillecJ fo r seraI'. The stitching was in the traditiona l sunburst design used 
on many pre-war cars. C u·pets were edgcd in the saille Vinyl, and al so stitched to thill 
ply\Vood, this stops them getling ruckcd up in use. 

Uscful bits wcre added , s llch as i l tool tray under the scat , and shelf under Ihe dashboard . 
wi th map pocket belo\V . There's a power sockel and mal' reading ligh t, pen holder, ancl two 
cup holders with cups, each with the Alvis badge. Weil , you have to. dOll't you? 

The lasl deta il \Vas to coyer a il rough cdges with po li shecJ a luminium and sta inless 
sc rews, and of course . coachbll ilder's plates. To make thesc 1 ground Park Ward off the 
original plates, and replaced il \Vi th J Clover, and il three leaf clover plant,the le tiers fo rmcd 
from Illlliticore solder, gilled on. One was screwed to each door sill. 

The car was no\V ready . al thollgh the onl y weat he r gear was il tonneau coyer. At long 
last , il could hit the road, via the MOT man , and a petro l station. they arc al ways needed ! 

50 \Vas it up to expeclations? Indeed it was, indced it is. Quiet , srnoolh , respollsive. nat 
corne ring, Iight on ail cont rols, comfon ab lc, taut , and ra ille free. And lovely frol11 the 
dri ve r's scat , with that long bonnet at exactl y the right angle, the eaglc at Ihe end , and 
supplanted by big chro l11ed lamps and both frollt wing. But li fe is never perrec t. 

Arter a few hundred genl lc miles il became apparent Ihat the engine was un willing to go 
over 3000 revs, and would sOlllelimcs spit back, class ic sy lllptoms of weak mixture. bUI 
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onl y al \V idcr th rottlc opcllings. The carbu rettors had Ihe slandard nccdlcs, yC I they could 
nol be adjustcd correctl y. il was over ri ch low down, or weak higher up , o r bOlh . The best 
answer seemed to be a local luner \Vilh a rolling road. His first readings confi nned Ihe \Veak 
mixture, and sho\Vcd onl y about 85 BH?, and aboul the saille for fool pounc! s of torque. 

His c ure \Vas 10 file Ihe needles in stages, working hi s way up the l'CV. range, and it 
\Vorked. Wc c nded up \V ilh readings of 116BHP, and 165 foot pounds of torque. O n the 
road the improvemenl \Vas obvio llS, no more spilling, 70 mph \V ith a louch of thro ttl e where 
be fore it had 10 be we il down , and the re was no rc luctance 10 l'cv. Lite r 1 ca rcfull y 
measured Ihe ncedles, (he had made a re markably good job of il) and comparcd them with 
the SU needle charI. 1 found they \Vere similar to Fireb ird needles, and indeed the engi ne 
wi ll run we il on a couple o f the m, but in the e nd 1 bought two new need les neur to the 
average measurelllcnts as filed , thesc are still in service. 

1 do not unde rsland why the e ngine req ui res needles 50 di ffere nt from the ori g inal. The 
onl y change 1 have made is a tubular exhaust manifo ld. neccssa ry 10 get rou nd the chass is . 
Ihough thi s has also e liminated the inlet hot spots , sure ly a good thi ng for modern . highl y 
vo lat ile fue l. Perhaps some tllni ng expert kno\Vs the all swer to thi s one. 

One o ther prob lc lll showed itsclf. the front of the car sun k s lightl y . and the suspcnsion 
\Vou Id eas il y bouom. Whcn fiuing the new coil/damper uni ts, 1 had choscn springs of Ihe 
sa ille poundage as the orig ina ls (250 Ibs/inches) even though there was about 400 lbs less 
\Vc ight 0 11 the front. lt now has springs of 400 Ibs/inches. but sho rte r. so Icss compressed. 
These have bcen in li se fo r Ihe last four years, and arc goocl eno llgh fo r me not to have 
changec! them again . I-I owever 1 fcel that a s lightly lowcr poundagc, \V ith more compression 
may be better still - one day! At least they arc very easy 10 change. 

Now the car remains supe rb , and to the above li st or attri butcs can be added, quick. Il 
cas il y pull s the high geuring; rourth is s imilar to a slandard fifth al 25 mph pel' 1 OOOrpm , yet 
it is very fl ex ible and will take almost any hill. In firth , nearl y 30 Illph pel' 1000 l'pm 1l1eans 
70 at arOlll1c! 2400 rpm , and still no need to change clown on normal main road hill s . The 
onl y problc rn is, Ihird has to be used in speed restricted areas, and Iherc are lots of the m. 
However, it is as quiet as 10p. 

After a fc\V we t nUl S. \Veather protec ti on for the occupants W'IS cOl1 structed. Not the usual 
hood , bUl a semi hard top which can be di sassembled, and sto red in the fro nt part of the boot, 
stillicaving spacc for luggagc. 1t is not of the instant ereclion vari cty. but is effec ti ve , and the 
car looks !lice with the top on o r removed . In a sudden stonn il is bcst to kcep going as qu ickly 
as poss ible, dodg ing the raindrops lInt il a petrol station roof can bc ulili zed ! 

Laler, a c igilre lte lig hter socket was added to power a sa te lli te nav igator situatcd where it 
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can be snfc ly sccn. which is more than can be sa id of many standard installations. As the 
Joud speaker cannot be heard a t spced , a sel of earphones \Vere added, and arc ke pi in the 
door pocket wlle n 11 0 1 in use. 

If an ope n grand tourer is \V Ilat is wa nled. 1 l'cc l this ca r is probably Ihe bcs i aro und, but 
then 1 am biased! 

The Speed 21 

At the beginn ing, 1 l1le lllioned a li sl of the more import an l costs , thi s fo llows, bul il docs 
no!. of course. incl ude any ligure for my o\Vn lime, and Ihere was lots of il. as any who have 
completed large projecls \V iII know very \Ve ll. 

Be forc starting. 1 had cS limated a like ly lota l COSI of abou t ,[ 12 .000. This proved 10 be 
fai rl y accmate. in fact being nearcr f 13.000 (Govcrnment clepa rtll1cnlS plcase nOIe!) 

1 have brokcn the mai n costs clown into thrcc arcas, namely 
The chass is; The body: The power plant. 

The initia l cost of the car (ve ry lillle) has bee ll ignorcd. bccause, in Illy case sale o f Uil wan t­
cd parts more than paid for il. 

The C hassis 
Sandblnsling 
Steel 
Springs and dampe rs 
Suspension parts; modifi cat ions . bushes, rubbers and s lich 
Brake callipers 
Masler cy lindcrs 
Hyd rauli c fïttin gs and pipes 
Servo 
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160 
110 
230 



Brakc d isks. refacc 
S tccri ng box. ba il joint s and modificalions 
Radialo r core 
Bespokc aluminium pClrol tank 
Pet ro i pUIll]> 
Slainicss sleel twin exhausI systc m 
Propc ll er shan : modifications. and reconditioning 
Battcr)' 
Wheels. spinncrs. tyrcs and tu bes 

The !Jodl' 
Shecl a luminium 
Steel 
Timbcr 
Brass 
Hinges for bonnet 
Castings 
Windscrcen wir er parts 
Ligh ts 
Pain!. adhes ives. sealants and thc like. 
Chromiulll plal ing 
Badges 
Masco( 
Vinyl 
Running board slrip 

The Power PI:mt 
Rebore . pistons. c rank grind and bearings, sm.aIl e nds, 
timing c hain , spec ial va lve guidcs. lIll leaded convers ion. 
new val ve 
G:lske ls 
Recondilion wate l' pump 
Recondition carbure ltors 
New :lllel1lalor 
Slai ni ess steel exhaust manifo ld 
Exhaust heat wrap 
New aluminium rocker cover 
Reconditioned Ford type 9. rive spced gearbox 
Cililc h plate 
Clulc h hydrau lics 
Conversion parts fo r gca rbox 

56 
180 
160 
120 
45 

370 
80 
53 

1670 

260 
40 

100 
38 

120 
123 
60 

200 
230 
363 
110 
65 
50 

100 

1250 
90 
80 
97 
68 

400 
37 
97 

320 
25 
52 
70 

III add ition 10 Ihe rlbove l11r1jor items there were a myriad o r SI11<1I1 parts . such as nuls and 
bolts. screws. fitt ings and fastenings . welding rods and wire. which. ndded togelher. corne weil 
into th rec figure pOllnd:lgc. There wcre also many items that do Ilot fonn part of the car. for 
example. grinding di sks . saw blades. wet and dry paper. welding gas and of course clectricity. 1 
hate 10 ,ldlllil it , bUI expc rirnenls and , yeso out and oui mistakes 10ta llcd aboul .E500! 

1 did not kcep all y lime records . but had 1 paid for labour 1 would probably Imvc had to 
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scll Illy house ! lt was great fun on the wholc. and it gi vcs Ille a great sense of achievcmc nt 
which is rCll cwcd every time 1 use the car. Wc havc noW covercd somcthing in the reg io ll of 
30 ,000 miles in this country and abroad , o rteil in Ihc fast I,mc! Howevcr, 1 am looking Olt the 
poss ibilitics of rcd uc ing consllmption, and incrcilsing cnginc power; Fucl injection? 

WOll id 1 do it ail aga in? It wO llld be difficult to improve upon. bu t 1 do faney somcthing 
diffcrc ilt. sOlllcthing after the fashion of a Rolls Royce Alpine Eagle? 

ALVIS AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSIONS 
f"LL ALVIS AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSIONS RECONDITIONED 

& SPARE PARTS SUPPLIED 

G. WHITEHOUSE AUTOS LTD. 
Tel: 01215599800 Fax: 01215599885 

www.gwautos.eom 
info@gwautos.eoI11 

ALVIS AUTOMATIC CONVERSIONS 
Convert yom classic Alvis to Jaguar XJ40 4-speed automatic 

KITS NOW AVAILABLE FOR MOST CARS 
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Our Policy includes FREE Club Track Day 
cover, Green Card European cover and 
legal expenses insurance. and can be 
extended to include Historie Rallies and 
Wedding hire. 

Classic and Modern High Per10rmance 
Vehicles 
Agreed value on vehicles over 10 yeaTS 
old 

• Discount for Umited Mileage 
• Valuation not normally required 
• Discounts for Club Members 
• Discount for Collections 
• Full UK and European, Breakdown and 

Recovery Service 
Immediate cover is avaHablt' by t t'lephone. 

Classic Car Specialists estabUshed 1965 
www.heritage·quote.co.uk 



George Butlin 

Centre Spread 

Speed 2S Van den PI as Pillarless saloons 

The Pi ll arlcss Iwo eloor saloon shawn in Ihe ccnlresprcad is Chassis 14603. Rcg islration 
llul11bcr FOl 808; the first of thrce cars built to Ihi s design. Il \Vas buih by Vanden Plas fo r 
the ir sl<lnd ;:Il the 1938 Illo tor show and the illustrati on Wi.IS published in the Autocar on 30 
Dcccmbcr 1938. The car \Vas lïni shcd in \Vil al \Vas descri bed in cOlltcmporary reports as 
' Jcwcllcsccllcc Green \Vith fawn crush grai l1upholslcry '. Whcn J purchased the car in 1991 
Iherc was still cvidencc of 1110101" show preparation in that a Illlll1bcr of clwssis cOlllponenls, 
including the spring ga itcrs showcd evidcllcc of havÎng bccn finishcd in the body colour. 
The VdP des ign numher \Vas 1577 and the body numbcr 3650. 

The second car of Ihis design \Vas Chass is 14631 , Rcgistration FXP 192, body number 
365 1. Happi ly thi s car still ex isls in superb condition in Arizona having bcen in Ihe ownership 
of Bruce Liebermall sillce 1972. The car is shown in the pholograph in front of Bruce 's very 
intcrcst ing hOllse in a style known loca ll y as ' Deserl Territorial'. 

The third car, Chassis 14638, Reg istration FOU 5 17, body 3652 is weil recordcd and 
was dcsc ri bed by Dave Culshaw in Bulletin 466. This car was mothba lled during the war , 
fïrst reg iste red on 3 1 December 1945 and was unique in having experimenlal coil sprung 
independenl front suspension. The car was lIsed by J J Parkcs fro l11 1945 to 1949 and was 
Jast known to ex ist in the Leam ington Spa area in Ihe ei.lfly 1960 ·s. It 's reg istration \Vas 
canccllcd il1 Oeccmbcr 1965. 

Thrce furlhcr body nUJl1bers 3653 to 3655 inclusive were [cft uilallocaled indica ling 
VdP's inten tion 10 bui ld fUrihe r cars to order, bu t were Ilot executcd . 

To me. the design has several d istinctive features wh ich Illake il so elegant; in 
part icular , and eOlllrary 10 prcviolls Iwo door saloons, the glass to glass junction betwccll 
door and rem light. The cffect, enhanced by the generolls slinroof, is ext remely light and 
airy . I-I av ing seen the naked <lsh frame during restoralion 1 fcc l that the car is much lighter 
Ihan a Charlesworth salool1 , or incleed a Charleswort h drophead . It certa inl y fcels rri skier on 
the road. 

It is one of those cars thal looks it 's bcst trave lling 011 the road ra the r than slalionary. 
1 am of course biascd. but conside r it amongst the 1110st elcganl Alvis sa lool1s constructed. 

The Ah'is 0 .. 11er Club .. d eomH nt '" 1\ l t mbtn. 

Anllu31 subs.c: rilll iolls: 

U.K. .00 
Europe U .l 
Olher O,'usu s [36 

l'leMe tlirect ail eflquin es ta th .. Gf'nl'rul Secre/ll'J~ N(/(lin f' Fox. 01 Fil'Id fA'JI'. Normu,rb)~bJ'-SJl;ra/. 
Mllrlif'1 RIJS<'''. Unes LN81HB. Te/:O/67J 878148. Emui/: I/nllinl:@$d/o_l jr' J<'I,CO.uk 
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FXP 192 Bruce Liebermann's car al home in Arizona. 

FOU 517, presumed destroyed somelime affer Oecember 1965. 
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IJ/Sfif/lle afAdval/ced Motoris f!;' magazine 'Advallced DrivÎllg .' 

Battle Stations 

Repraduced by killd perllli.\"siall of the IA.M . Edirar 1011 Webb and the rime/y 
cooperation (4" Graphie Designer Stephan FOIv/er . Dave Cou/shaJ\l provided fh e 
arigÎlla/. 

As a Troop Leader in the Royal Armoured Corps, Prince Harry will be in cOlll1l1and o f four 
Scimitar armoured reconnaissance vehic les. Adval/ced Drivillg vis ited the Armo ll r Centre 
in Dorset where he is currentl y training for his ne\\' ra ie. 

All armourcd vehic1e may look heavy, slow and cl ull1sy , but appcaranccs can bc decepti ve. 
Walch onc perfonn over the sor! of runcd , waterl ogged terrain where evcn the loughes t 4x4 
car would fe.:tr ID tread and they are tru ly in !heir clement - agile, surcfoolcd and unstoppable. 
The ir abi li lies can I<lke evcn the expericnced by surprise. During Ihe Falk lands confli c!, one 
offi cer jurn ped o uI of an armourcd vc hicle. o nl y 10 s ink up 10 hi s wa is! in mud. I-Ie'd jusl 
discovered that despite the vchicle's bulk , its tmcks d islribule the \Ve ight so \V idel y thal it 
exerts Icss pressure on Ihe ground surface, in terlns of pOlI ll ds per square foot , th an a man 

These are il fe\V of Ihe c haracleristi cs of the Sci lllit;\r reconnaissance vehicle Ihat Prince 
Harry will becollle inlimale ly acq uaitlled wi th as he learns hi s profess ion al the Annollr 
Centre in Bovinglon, Dorset. !-lis intens ive 20-\Veek training course CQvers vehic lc dri v ing 
and ma inte nance. cOlllmunica lÎons, gunne ry il nd armou red taclics . Once he qualifies as a 
Troop Leader. the Prince will cOlllmand four Scimilar armoured reconnaissance vehicles. 
each manned by il commande r, driver and gU llncr. 

Although primarily a reconnaissance vehicfe, the Scimilar is armed with cannon and machine gun 
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h 's a dcm:l ll di ng and da ngcrolls job al thc front linc of combat opc ratio ns . The Roya l 
Armollred Corps has bec n involved in :l ll11ost every connict in which British forces ha ve 
served durill g the last decade, inc ludi ng Afghan istan, Kosovo and Iraq, As o lle of the main 
combat ilfll1 S of the army, the Corps has a du t y, as Colone l Jamie Martin. Ihe Armour 
Centre's ch ief 01' staff. blulllly puts it , ' 10 close wilh Ihe e nemy 10 de fca t and dcs troy Ihem ' . 
' In ba ille Ihe l'o le of the Sc imil ar is out in front of fri e ndl y fo rces,' he says, ' probing, 
look ill g. lï ncli ng and reporting. We arc the cyes and ea rs of the commancle rs and we fa vo ur 
Ihe ski ll s of tlle poacher.' 

Driving an armoured vehicle requires close teamwork between the commander and his driver 

Altho llgh designed fo r reconnaissance ral her than olltright fïrepower. the Sci mitar has 
some serious lee lh. It is anned wilh a machi ne gun and a 30mm cannon Ihat can be used 
against li ght armoufccI ve lli cles and low- Il y ing ai rera F!. [n size il 's liule larger than a people 
carrier, but whereas a Ford Galaxy we ighs around 1800kg, the Scimitar tips the scales al 
I1 carl y li ve limes as much. The fuel conslll1lpl ion \Vou Id shock Ihe se hool l'lm dr ivcr too, al 
5.4mpg, bul a mass ive 93-gallon fuc ltan k g ives il respectable range. 

The Scil1lilar came into service back in 1970 , one of a number of models in Ihe Combat 
Vehicle Reconnaissance (Tracked) range that al so includes Ihe Spartan annoured personnel 
carrier , Slriker ami-Iank guidecl wcapons vchiclc and Samaritan ambulancc. 

Despile Ihe long per iod of serv ice , continuai improveme nls have ke pl the Scimilar 
in lighting forl11 , and il is expeclccl 10 rCllla in in li se unt il 20 15. Most reeclltly Ihe orig inal 
4.2- li tre Jagu'lr pelre l c ngi ne has bcen rep laced by a Cummins diese l. prniscd by drivers for 
irnprovcd re li abi lity , nex ibilily and grealcr range - among olher things: ·1 never liked the 
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The 10,000 acres of rugged heathland at Bovington provide plenty of challenges for the 
novice armoured vehicle driver. 

peIra! cnginc.' rCI1l:trkcd olle offlcer sombrcly. -Pelrol burns 100 cus ily: 
BovÎnglon has bcen the location for annourcd training sincc 19 16. whcll wnks were in 

thci r infancy <lnd communicat ions training Illcant Icaming the art o f using carrie r pigeons. 
Today the 1 0,OOO~ac rc traini ng rac ility includcs an Skm all-wealhcr drivi ng circuit. a 15k m 
cross-country c irc uit. and nUlllcrous tcs ting water crossi llgs. asccnlS and dcsccilt s. 

Vchicle mainte nance is an illlcgra i pan of training. and Prince Harry w ill be cxpcclcd 10 
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get ur to !lis elbows in cngine grease. Thcrc arc practi cal bcnc fits in hav ing a c rcw ablc to 
sort out mcchanical proble l11 s on the Spot in ba ille condi ti ons rather than wasting timc - and 
puning thc ir li ves in dange r - wailing for support 10 arri ve. 

Most training is carricd ouI in Spurtan personne l cnrriers, more roollly Ihan the crmnped 
Scimitar. Driving instruction is g iven unde r a range o f conditions, on-rond and off, by day 
and nighl , and with the halch open and c losed - Ihe lallcr scri ously rcstricling visibility. 

'S tuclc nl s used to clri v ing a car adapl 10 the Scimila r casily e nough,' says Armour 
Centre d ri ving instructor Scrgeanl Mark Joncs. 'The gear box is semi -automatic and pedal 
operated . The biggest di ffere nce is that yo u steer with levers, one on each sidc , using them 
to brake cach track indi vidllally through thc gcarbox 10 change direc ti on. We have 10 watch 
out bccause stuclc nts coming l'rom dri ving a cnr sOl11ctimes reach aU lO matica ll y for the le ft­
hand slce ring lever as though it 's a gear stick whe n they change gear .' 

Gctting used to the width of an armollred vehicle is al so a chall enge, says Joncs, with 
the combinat ion of a le ft -hand driv ing pos ition and rcstri cted vision making it hard to judge 
whcre the right-hand sidc of the vehicle is on the m ad. But the dri ver does have the he lp of 
an expcrt back seal d ri ve r - the CO Illl1l,ltldcr , who sit s be hind and is in continuai radio 
conlact with hil11. 

In fact the cOllllllander 's responsibilitics go l11u ch further than th is. Ailhough thc dri ve r 
carri es out the phys ica l actions o r starting, s topping and manoeuvring the vehicle, it is the 
cOIll1TI,Ulder who is ultimately in contro l - and who is he ld responsiblc if anything goes 
wrong. I-li s job is to g ive di rections , look out fo r hazmds and Olct as an ex tra pa ir of eyes. 
This is particular1 y releva nt whe n thc hatc h is closed , in a combm situation. Thcll the 
d ri ver' s vision is restrictcd to what he can sce through a m UTOW visor, while the commander 
can get a 360-degree view fro m seve n periscopes placed around thc ttlrre!. 

Splitting thc phys ica l and mental driv ing tasks bctwec n two peoplc g ives driving an 
armoured vchicle an ex tra and unique chall cnge. From d ri vers' comme nts, it' s cle,lr how 
Illuch importance they place on havÎng a good re lationshi p between commander and dri ve r. 
' You'vc got 10 have fa ith in yOuf commandcr,' coml1lcnted onc d ri ve r. ' If he says pull the 
ldt stick you have ta do what he snys. You' re nOI a llowed to ovcrridc hi s orcle rs . 

' But al the saille time a commander has to leam 10 re ly on hi s dri ver. A pOOl' commande r 
ends up micro-manrtg ing the drive r, giving tao many instructions and not leuing the dri ver 
get on with \Vhat he can do bcst.' 

This is the reason why Colone l Martin stresses the importance o f team wo rk in the 
tra ining Pri nce Harry will rece ive at the Armour Centre. !-le describes how the Princc and 
hi s crcwmatcs ' will oc working very closely in cram ped , ullcomfortable and often dangcrous 
conditions ' . 

Despite adva nces in Icchnology, the chaol ic natu re of baill e continues to prcsent the 
same challenges for the coml1l<tnder of an armourcd vehicle <tS it al ways has donc. Colonel 
Mart in Ille mora bly sUl11l11ed thi s up with a quo te fro l11 a WW II tan k commander: 'The 
75mlll is firing but the 37mm is firing tra versed aro Lilld the wrong way. The Browning has 
j ammed. 1 am say ing 'dri ver adv;UlCC' on the radio set but the dri ve r, who canna t hea r me , 
is reversing and as 1 look out o f the top of the tllrre t and scc 12 e ne my tanks 50 yards away 
someone hands me a cheese sandwich. 
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An Historie Alvis. 

ln the April , 1950 issue of ' Motor Sport ' (page 180) thi s picllIrc \Vas publishcd. 

The captian ta the phatagraph was 
'AN HISTORie AL VIS - The first of Ihe special racing '12/50s' is still in existence, awned by 

AJ.Linnell of Wellingbarough. 

The accompanying leller is re pealcd hcre in fu ll. 

Sir , 
1 \Vas mûSI illlercstcd 10 reml y OUf COlll1ll1l o n the ' Film Slar. duck' s· back , 12/50 Alvis '. 
which is be ing rebuilt by T. Laxto ll . This machine is. as you say, a very I1ne cX i1lllplc. In 
Ihis connec tion il is not oui of place. 1 think. to bring 10 yOUf notice an CVC I1 rarcr model of 
which 1 am now guardian. 1 enclose IWO photographs. 

ln your art icle you mention that an outsidc cxhaust syste m was uscd. bul the Laxton 
mach ine scems to have 10sI il in the years. As yOll will obse rve H .P. 6 161 still has thi s unît 
which makes as Illllch noise as yOll might expect fro m a drain pipe of s lI ch proportions. 

H.P . 616 1 \Vas in facl No. 1 compelilion 12/50 Alvis as de li vered 10 T. Simislcr in 1923 
afler M. Harvey had performed \V ith il for Alvis . Il hac! one of the tirsl , probabl y Ihe tirs!. 
big-port e ngine, lhe others being fiued 10 the 200-Mile Race cars. The car \Vas compleled in 
the middle of 1923 and de li ve red to T. Simistcr in December of that yca r. The followin g 
year il passed into the hands of Ml'. A. J. Linncll , of Wellingborough. who has had il evcr 
s ince . 
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The present body is not original. In the first place, apart from an unlouvred bonnet, there 
was practically no body. The two low sides finished just behind the staggered seats leaving 
a large cylindrical petrol tank exposed, athwartship, naked and unashamed. The crew feh 
pretty much in the open, too! The car is still in very reasonable trim and, apart from a broken 
rod and piston, ail moving parts are original despite its very considerable mileage. Even the 
timing gears are fairly good - which means something on an Alvis. Old age has, of course, 
slowed the old girl down a bit, but on an aerodrome runway, suitably marked out, she still 
managed a 21 sec. s.s. quarter-mile, and 34.7 s.s. half-mile. The maximum is 80 plus or 
minus 2 m.p.h. according to how she feels at the time. 1 feel sure that a little more alteration 
will make for an improvement right through the performance range. 

An easy 80 m.p.h. within the reach of a 12/50 is, 1 think, a bit much (see your column, 
January). The weight is just under 16 cwt.-the chassis having been much drilled by Alvis. 
Naturally 1 could go on enthusing over this car for sorne time- but enough for now. 
1 am, 
Yours, etc., 
R. J. WICKSTEED 
Kettering 

This snippet was in the file which 1 received from Singapore. 1 sent this piece, created so 
far, to Dave Cul shaw for his extension of information about the car. 1 was not disappointed. 
On the contrary and as always, 1 was fascinated at the amount of information which our 
Registrar can dig up! 

HP 6161: THE REGISTRAR COMMENTS 

Probably one of the most-photographed, best documented and charismatic vehicles in the 
Alvis firmament is the .' No 1 Race Car'. For the record it is chassis 2091, engine 2454EX, 
and Car number 7577. References to it abound in a number of publications, and we are 
lucky indeed that on several occasions Robert Wicksteed put pen to paper regarding its various 
changes and minor foibles (mainly overheating). Insofar as our Bulletin is concemed, the 
car was first written up most comprehensively by Keith Brettel, for then Editor Ray Spain, 
in Bulletin 121 of September 1965, and in October 1977 it appeared as the Coyer Car on 
Bulletin 285 when then Chairman Eric Oakman reported on the 80th Birthday celebrations 
of Jack Linnell, HP 6161's longest custodian. 

It is also pleasing, and indeed topical to report that the car is just in the final stages of 
restoration by new member Robert Hunt, of Ross-on-Wye, who is Robert Wicksteed's son­
in-Iaw. 

(The Motor Sport article refers to an additional 12/50, and the cIues given permit 
identification of this as weIl. This was chassis 5720, engine 4067 , Car 9064: YL 6225. Il 
co-starred in the movie 'Another Shore' with Robert Beatty, Moira Lister, Stanley 
Holloway and a pre-Steptoe Wilfred Brambell. The car is still with Register Member Julian 
Berrisford) 

Members desirous of observing the original configuration of HP 6161 need look no further 
than page 89 of ' The Vintage Alvis' whilst Robert Wicksteed's obituary appeared in 
Bulletin 484. 

Keith Brettel's article is reprinted on the next two pages. 
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An SA12/50 of SpecicLl Interest 
By Keith Brettcl 

Following the July V.s.c.c. Sil verstone lasi yeur 1 WOlS Îmbibing a quantil y of becr al 
the po pular loca l Green Man whc n 1 heard tell o f <ln cx- Brooklands Alvis owncd by one 
O1nl1 sincc 1923 and present l)' li ving in Northallls. No\\'. 1 am attrac lcd more than usunl by 
an Alv is that has sOllle hista ry altached and Ihis Story ticklcd the Illotoring palalc. Brelle ll 
\Vas about 10 discovcr a complete ' Racer' that no one had scen since il graccd the Icng ths of 
Wcybridgc concrctc 50 long ago. In a SI ale of considerable cxcile mcnl 1 phoncd Ken Ony 
with the news o nl y 10 lind Ihal J had been rorestallcd by a Ilumbcr of yca rs. "Oh yes·'. he 
saie! . "must be the Linncll car Ihat \Vas al Crysta l Palace a fc", ycars aga: supposed 10 be the 
rcscrve CHr fo r Ihe 1923200 Mile Race". Abashed bu i still very interested 1 pu rs lied Ihe car 
and eHsil y gOI in louch wi lh ML Linne ll ,evenluu ll y arranging 10 sec Ihe Cilr in Fcbruary. 

John Prilchc lI and Imotorcd up an al mosl deserted A5 in the lallcr' s T A 14 a few wecks 
aga. moslly belwecn high banks of slale and fil lhy snow. Wc had Iwo aims in mind . la find 
oui enough 10 make a BULLETIN filler for which the Edilor is al ways cry ing OUI , and ta Iry 
10 persuade Mr. Linncll la bring the car down to Nationn l Alv is Day. Il l11u st be Ihe oldesl 
Alv is to rc main in Ihe hands of Olle ownc r apart from ils undoubtccllcchnical intcrest. 

Wc were roy.dl y c nt crtaincd in a beautiful , 1110sII y original , Georgian fann house of 
wh ich both our hosl and his house-kecpcr arc justl y proud . We heard wi th intercsi Ibat ML 
Linnc ll owns no Icss lhan three acroplanes, hi s Compcr Swift being a regular King' s Cup 
compelitor: five cars, a Dav id Brown Lagonda D.H.C. . <l Ford for shopping. il very fi ne 3fi 
S.s J aguar. a ve ry ancient looki ng Morri s Cowley and Ihe 12/50. 
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The hou se has an ex tensive ga rden and Illfee batte ries of chickens which dîstînguîshed 
themselves a fe\V weeks bcfore by laYi ng 10 ,000 eggs in a week. We were interested ta sec 
the spotless chicken hou ses and hcard that the rad io is reluyed contin llously. The effect oF 
thi s is 10 give a constant noise ta the birds sa that they remaÎn undisturbed by the attentions 
of the ir keeper and Ihe wind and the rain , it is not suggesled thal they lay more eggs la 
Frank lfie ld ! Ralher di sbe lievingly the radio relay was insta lled and when switched on fo r 
the firsl lime coincided wi lh a programme about birth contro l! 

After lunch we gathered around the 12/50. As is weil known, Alvis enlered two cars for 
the 1923200 Mile Race and one of them, that driven by Harvey , ran out Ihe wînner at an 
average of 93.29 Ill.p.h. Mr. Linnell's car is nol one of these IwO entries. Howevcr, it was 
sold ta him in late 1923 as the reserve car and since we have no reason ta doubt hi s word 
and the ll1echanical specification of Ihe car is not standard, we can safe ly assume that if it 
wasn' t actually llsed for the 200 mile Race then the car was specia ll y prepared for rac ing, 
indeed , Harvey is supposed ta have had sorne sllccess with the car at hill climbs and sprints 
laIe in 1923. 

Until 1935 the 12/50 was the everyday motor car and we saw severa l photographs of the 
car in guises varying from a triumphanl re-entry ta Ihe Brooklands Paddock followÎng a will 
in a minor c lub race, a charrning period picturc of the ca r wilh the family' s TE Sports 
Tourer ta a rather shocking one of the car wearing a Ga lleon , thi s the e nlry in a local fete ! 
The excuse, humbly given as we must have looked rather shocked al thi s desecration, be ing 
that the Alvis had sa many ligh lening ha les it W;.IS so easy la boit things ta il ! In 1935 the 
12/50 having become ralher exhausted il was pu shed ou t inlo the end o f the garden and 
forgotle ll unli llhe I;.lst war when transport From uni llo home was a Ilecessi ly. It is fOrlunate 
that , after the war, sorne of the cnthusiasm for vi ntage cars, then in comparative infancy. 
bru shed off on MI'. Linne ll. Aided by one Wicksleed , one o f the fo under members of the 
12/50 Regislcr. whal liu le remained of Ihe o ld body was Ihrowl1 away and the ra ther 
attrac li ve cross between a dllcksback and a beetlcback that it carri es la thi s day was put on 
the chassis. 

Unlike the two aC lllal race cars thi s one appears to be a standard chass is with open hub 
wheels, brake less front :IX le and sllbframe engine. The engine would seem to likely have 
been the saille as that fitted 10 the other two cars as it has the dry sllmp arrangement \Vilh 
nearside , flared , o il tank and did have, origi nall y , a special cy lincler hcad , presumably a big 
porI which had 10 be rep laccd in the early thirties with a standard small port fo1\owing sorne 
frost damage. The rcmains of the big port oul side ex haust sys lem arc still used but the 
smaller bronze Solex has been fitted. There is a ve ry small fl ywhee l and calle clulch and Ihe 
car has a bclt driven dynamo for the lighling syslem with which il was not originally fitled. 
Gearbox and fi nal dri ve look standard although Mr. Linnell thollght Ihm the gear ratios arc 
probably special. The pctro l tank is the original drum type Illounled behind the driver. The 
whole cJmss is has bcen drilled along with the spring shackles , brake links, pedal anns, e lc. 

During the SUllll11cr 111ol1ths , Ihe car is laxed and insured and givell frequent out ings on 
the road. It goes likc he ll apparcntly, Ihough Ihe rear-wheel·only brakcs le;we sornething 10 
be desired . 

A most absorbing visi t , and Mr. Linne l has promised ta dri ve the car down ta Alvis 
Day. 

Robert Wicks leed wrole the following short art icle 0 11 HP 6 161 fo r the Alvîs Registe r 
Bulletin 142, October 198 1. 
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The pho tograph was laken by the Alvis company on one of the nUllle rous occasions when 
tbey bOITowcd HP 6 161 (No. 1 Rac ing car) for Coventry ClrIl iva ls du ri ng Ihe 19505 and 
60s. They used to fi l a 12 vo lt fan uni t behi nd the rad iator 10 de lay the bo iling. bU I in fact 
those wrelchcd c<:l rn iva ls did Illuch 10 cause the ovcrheat ing lroubles we ha ve had evcr 
s incc. 

The body shown was Illy second effort. 1 squashed the firs l of the Wicksteed bod ies in 
1949 when 1 ro lled the car Iry ing to avoid an accident. woulcl you bc li evc. 1 slill ha ve much 
of thi s second body bUI did not make time to refit il Jas l yeur fo r Ill y ro ll al Cadwell to 
coml11elllorale the 3 1 st ann iversary of the fi rst success. 

The pho tograph you show was used fo r the short hi story book let The Alvis Sto ry 
19 19- 1967 by Bernard Lighl. Il was a very bad and in<lppropria te cho ice. and Ihe tex t 
connicts with the inacc umte caption describing the car as one of the cars e nte red for Ihc 
1923 Brooklands 200 mile race . The caplion does, however, qualify the statclllcnt by saying 
' Lhough 1101 the wi nning one '. Thcre we re several pictures availab le of the corrcc t car. or 
cars. and l1l any of HP 6 16 1 in il s o rigi nal fo rm , and there was no excuse fo r fa ili ng to use 
one of the m. There wcre m:tny l'copie around who could have correctecl the tex t and the 
captions-so why ail these en'ors'! 

1 had prev ious ly Ihought that Alvis, and Smith C larke , di sapproved or th is body because 
they had gO ll e to the trouble of doctoring (sarry abo ut Ihat. Dr.! ) tbe pholograph . The 
pic tll re shows the bottolll fnune and fï tt ings for a straight full width windsc reen. Now. sllch 
11 windsc reen. us ing the bottom Imlr of ri standard sp lit windscreen, was fïllcd in 1924 by 
Alvis to HP 616 1. 1 still ha ve il. Il was used. when Ihe orig inal body WilS rcp laccd in 1969. 
tl nlil 1975. whe n 1 took it o fT fo r sorne racc and j ust didn ' t bOlher la pUI il back again. 

The pholograph shows no g lass or s ide frames; but 10 rcmove thosc parts iL is necessary 
also to relllove the tightening sc rews and bOIlOIll hinge and anns. T hese ;Ire still in posi ti on 
in the pholOgraph. Funny ! 

T he rca l myste ry is why Ihey bothered to fake the piclUre al ail. AClllally the car al that 
lime had two narcs 10 the scull le and instrument dash board. ve ry à la mode in the 1930s 
and carl y post war cars. A piclure of HP 6 16 1 publ ished in the Ju ne 1969 Bulletin shows 
Ihese nares very c1earl y and 11 0 straighL windscreen. just one acro sc rcC Il . 
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What J am C01l1ing 10 is, if Alvis 50 d is li ked the body Ihal they had 10 fake the pictu re, 
ho\\' come that Ih is is the only photograph o f a 12/50 10 be retained by Sm ith Clarke? Or 
\Vas it Ihal Sm ilh Cla rke Ihought If o l1l y 1 had Ll sed the sira ighl windse reen \V hat a 
handsome bcast il was', and wishcd he had thought of il. 

The affa irs of stat e and Illy state of affairs have de laycd and prolonged the repa iring of 
HP 6 161 , but there is nOi Illuch left to do now and hopefully wc sha ll both be exe rcising 
ourselves ag'lin nexi yea r. 
Robert WickslCed 

Finall y, before we Icave HP 6 161. here is Ihe superb piclurc used on the cover of the ADC 
Bulletin in DClober 1977 10 celebrate the 80lh birthday of he r longest custodian , Jack Lillnell . 

WALKERS RADIATORS LlD 
Specia li st repairers and restorers of ail types of rad iator, heater 
and oil coo ler. Prompt servi ce at reasonab le rates w ith quality 

guaranteed (A.O.c. members ava ilab le for reference). 
Nationwide low cost co llection and delivery service. 

Telephone 01282 843 151 

UNIT 3, SOUGH BRIDGE MILL, COLNE ROAD, EARB Y, V IA COLNE, LANCASH IRE 
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Martin Knowles 

Denis Knowles (1895-1979) and his six Alvis cars 

My rather, De nis Knowles , loved his Alvis cars. UnfOl1unately 1 usee! to be horribly 
car sick in the m which raIller redu ced hi s enjoy mcnt of tlle ir performance. 
espec ia ll y o n those winding ullmade macis În New Zea land From o ur farm in 
Tauranga up to Taupa , Wairakei and Rotorua. 1 L1 sually had to trave l in the front 
scat if 1 \Vas lO have any hope o f sUfviving evcn the shortest journey and rCl11cmber 
vividly those long bonnets stre tching ahead. 1 al so rccall many of the fin er points 
of Alvis management , especia lly the occas ion when sornething went wrang \V ith 
one of the cylinders \V ith K Y 1569 and wc had 10 plug an open spark plug hale 
\Vi th a piece of wood yet the A lvis still gOI LI S home. 

A nyway to star! al the beginning , after riding motocycles and f1 y ing airships in 
Ihe Firsl World War, my falher 's firsl A lvis XN5949 \Vas purchased new in April 
1923 \V ith a legacy from an autH.1 believe il o nly had rear wheel brakes. I-le lOurcd 
Scol land in il and sold il in Wales w here hi s brolher had a garage in 1926. 

XN 5949 in Scot/and 

He next purc hased XR2992, Car no : 9772 , in November 1927. This \Vas a sports 
lourer built on 25 June 1926 , first owne r Mrs N.N.Lees Smith of London \VCI. 
This car was res lored in 1966 by Brian Harcourl S milh . 

Durillg Ihe period whe n he owned his first Iwo Alvises my father was working 
mainly in England as an eng ineer wi th various companies in the construction and 
limbe r indu slries and in 1930 as a pilol and la nding offi cer w ith the Ai rship 
Devclopmc nt Company. 

On 13 Septc mbe r 1929 he purchased a black and green sports tourer Chassi s No. 
111 40 rcgistralion YU4746 built 9 December 1927. Accordi ng to A lvis rccords 
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Ihi s was converted in 1930 10 S il ver Eag le spec ifica tio n. In it my father Io urcd 
Europe extensivc ly in 1930 and in 193 1 wenl to Berlin to study German in anticipation 
of an East Europcan assignmc ll t with T rini dad Lake Asphall. However while 
studying he l11et Illy mothc r who \Vas also studying in Berlin and togcther thcy visited 

XR 2992 

YU 4746 
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Dresdcn, Praguc and clsewhere in Gennany, always of course in those days slaying in 
separate hotels as my mother had no chaperone! They married in Septcmber 1931 
and decided to set fOl1h for New Zealand where Illy mother had relati ves , taking 
YU4746 \V ilh them which became Y 103 809 6. They founded Four Winds Farm 
al Otullloetai j ust outside Tauranga, North Island , where Ihey greW lelllons and 
mysel f , born in November 1932. 

ln 1935 we came back Lo England via the Pacifie on the ' Maripos·. across 
A merica by train , and across the Atlantic on the 'Brclllen'. YU4746 \Vas sold in 
Tauranga and has not since bccn traced. My falher thcll bought YC2405. a Sil ver 

On the 'Bremen' in 1935 
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VC 2405, photographed on a European Tour. 
This photograph was used as the centre fotd of tssue No. 499. 

Eag le Clubman's Coupé, car no: 12759, rirst o\Vned by MI' G.Y.Godda rd o f 
Leicester. In Ihis car my parents lOured Europe from Bergen 10 Calais via Oslo , 
Berlin , Dresden, Prague, V ienna , the Arlberg, Lichstenslcill , <Incl Ihe Black Forest, 
afkr which wc and the car returned to New Zealand on the ' Rangitane'. The whole 
trip \Vas wrinen up for the I Bay of Plenty Times' in a series of League of Nat ions 
Articles and while in Berli n they \Vere able 10 attend one of the big Nazi rall ies as 
accred ited represcntati ve of the paper. The on1y trouble Illy fa lher cxpcricnced 
\V ith the Alvis \Vas somclhing to do \Vith the auto vae on the Arlberg Pass . Il \Vas 
sold in New Zea land in 1937 when the fam ily rClUrncd to England and \Vas laler 
rebuilL by Greg Wrapsoll in Yorkshire who brought the car to our house in Essex 
in 2005. Greg Wrapson's article on pages 86-89 of Issue no: 249 of the Bu lletin of 
the Vi ntage Sports-Car Club Autum!1 2005 tell s the full saga of thi s restoration 
projec!. 

On return to England my father looked for ail apple orchard 10 purchase and wc 
stayed in Witham Essex while he studied apple growing. He purchased a Speed­
tWellLy, KY 1569, From Lex Garages ill London. NOL much is known about this car, 
nor has it been traced. Il was probabl y sold earl y in the War when pet roI was short . 

EXT 638 \Vas the linal love of my l'ather's lire. This \Vas model 12nO,4 cylinder 
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KV 1569 

drop he ad coupé by Mu lliners o f Birmi ngham, car no: 19567, chassis no: 15384, 
built in 1938 and Qwned by m)' fatller in the 1950's and 60's whcn he had becomc 
a sliccessfui apple grower near Colchester. I-Ie toured Illan)' farms and markets in 
Ihis car but Ilo t overscas as Ill )' mother pre fcrred our other car for these trips. Thi s 
Alvis was stri ct ly for his own lise on ly bU I once 1 was a llowed ta drive il up to 
Cambridge. He \Vas Ilot an cas)' passenger! At Just when he becal11c tao bl ind to 
dri ve any more the car \Vas sold and is no\V owned by Chris Slorra !" of Braintree 
who reslored il magnificcntl y. 

From !TIy earlics t Jllcmories 1 reca l! m)' fa lher talking about his cars and hi s a ir­
ships whcn he \Vas nOI expounding on the problcllls of rcd spider, \Voo lly aphi s etc 
on hi s apples. There seemed ta be a certai n similarity between keeping an airship 
up in the air (whcn the eng ine stoppee! you c limbed out onto a strut and swung the 
prope ller .... ) and keeping an early Alvis on the road in a il \Vea lhers, cspecia lly in 
l'he days of rcar whec l brakcs. But 1 do rccall thcm ail as magnificent cars and 
Illost uscful roI' kceping onc 's end up al school. Ta sec 50 Illilny Alvises gathered 
logcther at Ho ugh lon Hall thi s Sprin g \Vas a magn if icc nt s ig hl and o ne thal 
brought back many IllClllories. 

If you are also intcrcsted in how 10 Il y an RNAS Airshi p in Ihe Ist World \Var 
then sec the article on Illy father by Kenne th G. Sloeolllbe on pp 185- 191 of Vol 
19 No: 4 1988 'Cross & Coekade', Interna tional Journal of the Fi rst World War 
Aviation Historical Society which was takcn mostl y From my fat hcr's own mcmo irs. 
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J. Eason G j bson 

This road lest I\"l/J origil/ally Pllblished ;1/ COl/ ll l r)' Life. JI JUlie / 948 and is reproduced 
willl dlle ack/loIVledgemcms. Dal 'e Cil/shaw sent Ihe orig illal /0 me-J .N.8.C. 

The Alvis TA 14 

The present Al vis TA 14. although il incorponucs no trul y pos l-war fcatmes of des ign. Is the 
Qutcome o f il lag ical continuation of the firm' s prcv ious poliey, and appcars 10 "clain 10 a 
p lcasallt degrcc the hand ling (IUa li ti es and characlerislics o f the carli cr Illoclc ls o n whic h the 
A lvis replilation \VilS buil! . My tests \Vere divided bCI\Vcen (Wo d irrcrcll l body versions of 
Ihe en r: the standard four-dom stee l sa loon and ;.1 chass is fïn ed \V ith a convertib le body 
dcs igncd and buil! spcdnlly for the A lvis distribulors- Brooklands or Bond Street. London , 
who subrnitted both Illode ls for test. As the engine o f the cabriolet 1110de l had not )let been 
l'ully l'un in , the aCIII HI performance fi gures were obtained on the saloon , bul. s ince both the 
fron tal area and the ovc ra ll we ighl o f the two 1110clc ls arc practi ca ll y idcntical, the fi gures 
COIn be accepted for e ither car. 

The engine is on stra ight forward lincs similar to those of ilS pre-war equi va lcnl. be ing a 
four-cylincler of justunder 2 li tres cnpnc ity . with overhead vn lves opcfated by push-rods. A 
max imum power out put of 65 brake-horsepower is prov iclecl by the engine ;11 the relative ly 
low spced of 4,000 r.p.lll . and \V ith a 10ln l cnr \Ve ight o r 26 cwl. n po\Ver/\Vcig hl ratio of 2.5 
brake horscpower per C\VI. is obta ined. The theoreticall y safe engine speed for prolongcd 
pc ri ods. usuall y acceptcd as 2,500 fcel/ minute pi ston specd , is equi va lcnt 10 il crui sing 
speed of 57 lll.p .ll . O nl y a sing le carburette r is cmployed -an unusual realUre in thesc 
timcs-and thi s dra ws air through an exceptionall )' large air denner and sil encer. The water 
c ircul ntion is the rmostati call y contro lled. and thus aids rapid wanning IIp . and so the 
prevention of oi l dilution and wear. wh en one is s tarting up fro m cold . The oi l fill e r. 
which is o r sensible proport ions . is conveniently placed on top of the va lve cover. mak ing 
re plenishment a si mple and d eulll )' achievcd task . No cli p s ti ck is prov idcd . instead . il 
simple gaugc is fïtlcd on the si cl e of the engine \Vhich can be easily chcckcd :11 a glance . 
altho ll gh s li ght inco ll vc nic ll cc is noticeable arte r clark. 
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As inde pendenl suspe nsion 
is not employed , Ihe chassis is 
of co mpara ti ve ly s impl e 
co n s tru c tion. St rai g ht s ide 
m c mbers are used , pass in g 
und e r th e rcar ax lc to g ive 
greate r stabi lity , but they are 
boxed at both thc front and the 
rca r end. Further stiffe ning is 
providecl by two croSS membcrs, 
olle be low the gearbox and the 
other in fron t of the rcar axle. 
A li four wheels are sprung by 
semi~e l liptic laminated springs. 
ass isted by hydraulic dampers . 
Th e b ra kes are o f Girling 
design. and employ two lcad ~ 

i n g~s hoes on the front wheels 
~ a sys te m g iv in g greatcr 
braki ng efflc iency for a givcn 
foo t press ure . A co nveni e nt 
hyd rau lic j acking sys te m is 
fi li ed which can be ope rated 
fro m ei ther s ide o f the ear as 
neccssary . 

On bot h ty pes of body -
the saloon and Ihe convert ible 
- the standard of il1lemal fini sh 

THE ALVIS 14 
Dis lributors: Brooklands of Bond Street , London, W.I. 

oPECIFICATION 

Prlce .. 1:1,275 19s. 6d. 
(iuclud. P.T. t277 19s. 6d.) 
Cubi e ca p. 1,892 c.c. 
B:S Hxll0mm. 
Cylinders Four 
Vulves Overbead 
D.H.P. 65 al 

4,000 r.p .m. 
Carb. S.U. 
Ignition 
Oi l filt er 
l at gear .. 
21ld gear 
3rd gea r . . 
,ah gear .. 
Revcrse .. 

Luca!! coil 
Sue Lion gauze 
}'l.46 t o } 

9.42 to 1 
6.48 to } 
4.875 to 1 

14.46 to 1 

Fioal dri ve H ypoid bevel 
Brake! .. Girlillg 
Suspension Semi-clüPlic 
"Wl.Jeelbusc 9 ft. 
Track (front) 4 fc. 6 ius. 
Truck (rcar) ,~ fc. 6 ius. 
Ovcrull length 14 ft. 6 iu s. 
Ovcrall widtb 5 ft. 6 ios . 
Overall heighL 5 ft. 2 ins. 
Ground clellrllll ee 61 ius. 
Turlljng circl e 39 ~ ft. 
Weight .. 26 cwt. 
Fuel cap. Il ga lls . . 
Oil cap . . . Il galls . 
Wu ter cap. 2.1- ga lls. 
Ty res Dunlop 6.QO x 16. 

PERFORMANCE 

tion 
JO-30 
20-'W 

0-60 

secs. secs. 
.. Top H.O 2nd 7.2 
.. Top 13.8 3rd 8.2 
.. Ail gears 26 .8 

Max. speed 76.8 m.p.h. 
Pelrol consumption 23 

m. p.g. at nverngc spced 
of 45 m.p.h. 

BRAKES : 30-0 in 34 ft. (88 per ceu t. efficiene}'). 

llELIABLE CRUISING SPEED: 57 m.p.h. 

is high. grained hardwoods bc ing used fo r the instrurnent panel, dool" Illlets, and windscreell 
frame. Pockets are lïtted 10 ail doors . and the re is the uSlla l cubby~ ho le for small art icles in 
the dash~board. The differencc in the internaI d imensions of the two Illode ls is very s light. 
be ing at the Tllost fiin . in one or two cases. The fo llow ing meaSllremcnts, take n on the 
conve rti ble body. indicate the alllount of roOI11 ava ilab le. Aeross the front scat s IllCaSllres 44 
ins .. and across the rear sea ts 45 ins.: the d istance from the seat to the roof is 34 ins . and 3 1 
ins. in the front and the rear respec ti ve ly. The angle of the squabs and the wiclth of the scat s 
are slich that ample support is givcn. and in the rear scats, particlI larly with the fo lding cen~ 

tre arm~rest in use. the sta ndard o f com fort is comparable 10 that of onc ·s favour ite chair. 
8 0th the ccntra ll y Illounted gear leve r and Ihc hand~ brake are placcd \Vhere a drivcr" s hand 
would instincti ve ly reac h for theln . 

The cars tested were liued \V ith heating and a ir~condili oni ng, as an optional ex tra . This 
it e m appears to me to be among the neccss ities of car equipmenl. Apan frorn its more 
obv ious bene fit s du ring the \V in ter months. Ihe abi lity 10 contro l a cooling draft of a ir 
g rea tly increases onc ·s co rnfor! during hot spe ll s. Ven tilation cont rol is ass isted by louvres 
ove r the windows and a large sC lltlle ve nt il alor. The spare wheel is reccssed iuto the lid of 
the luggage boot, th us leav ing more roo m for Illggage, although \V ith the di sad vanlage that 
the li d is made heavier to handlc. O n the conve rtible body il is poss ible to relain the \Op in 
th rec separate positions: fu ll y c loscd. l'u ll y open. or in the intermcdiate coupé de ville 
pos ition. An clcctri c switch on the das hboard brings a 2~ga ll on petrol resc rve inlo opera tion , 
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<1 syslem Ihal sccms much more convc nienl than the more lIS11al one or a tap silllated near 
the tank itse lr. 

\V hen 1 began Ill y tests. Ill y first impress ion, which pers isted throughout the lime 1 Imd 
the car. was or the ullusually high standard o r sil ence and mcchanical sllloothness. It was 
not ulltil [ had been dri ving ro I' SO llle di stance Ihat the performance capabili ties o r the car 
were made obvioll s - by the crronlcss and untiring manner in which Ihe grollnd was be ing 
covercd . Even up to the maximum poss ible speed on ail gea rs thi s high standard or sil ence 
was mainta illed , ane! it was ollly when the c'l r was forccd over its maximum. \V ilh the 
ass islance o r gra vit y, thallI1e ellgine reachee! ~l speed where noise beCilme obtrusive. 

AIthough thi s modcl is slighl ly smaller than Ihe average Illedium-s ized car , Ihe re lali ve 
pos ilions of Ihe rear scats and the windscrccn have becn 50 skill full y chosell that Ihe rcar 
passengers arc given an unobslrllelcd view o r Ihe road ahead. While such modern reatures 
as indcpendenl suspension are Ilot fïllcd . Ihe suspension appeared 10 be as good as the best 1 
have Ir ied among cars employ ing il similar springing layollt. Sincc the rcar seals are filled in 
rront of the rear axle. il is only ove r exccplionally rough roads, and al low speeds, that an y 
di scomfort , even s lighl. is ex peri cnccd . From no rmal lOuring speeds righl up to the 
maximulll the car holds the roatl weil , and. cven if co rners are taken al speeds Ilormal ly 
consideree! excess ive, the stcc ring remains accurale and re rnarkably lilllc ro ll ing is rell. 

1 ro und in pracli cc tha t Ihe theoreli cal crui sing spccd couIc! bc cxceeded quile easil y , 
and wilhout any signs of di stress l'rom Ihe engine. On more Ihan Olle occasion 1 kepl Ihe car 
going at belween 62 and 65 m.p.h. for m:lny miles . and it appearcd 10 cnjoy such Ircatment. 
A llhough the performance fi gures do not cqua l Ihe bes l achicved on Illy lests by cars o f 
simi lar cngine capacity . the manner in which the car achieves il s performance is difficult to 
surpass. Even when 1 was tcsting Ihe car for acceleratioll l'rom 0-60 m.p.h. (a lest which 
call s for a rulh lcss gelaway and cXlre llle ly fa st gear changing), no impress ion was given thal 
it was do ing an ything out of the ordinary. 

Apan from Ihe norl11al proportions of dirferenl types of motoring 1 usually expericncc 
during my tests, sllch as lown, main road, and by~ lane driving . 1 had an excellcnt 0pPOrlllnÎly 
10 drive the car rea ll y hard on emply roads. This occurred whell a fri end , invo lved in the 
preparai ion of hi s car fo r a fo rthcoming race, asked me 10 colJcct some essentia l pans l'rom 
neur Chichester, and. ow ing 10 Ihe li mitations o r lime and spacc, it \Vas necessary 10 sian 
rrom home al 5 a. l11 . Il is, 1 Ihink , pr'lise fo r the car that 1 did Iloi grudge Ihe loss of sleep, 
and enjoyed every minute of Ihe round trip , which was covered at ail average speed or 
frac lionally over 50 m.p.h. 

MOloring artel' dark was rcndered easy by the wide-v ision front screen, the long-bcam 
headlamps and the handily placed dipping switch on Ihe stcering-whcel boss, which leaves 
Ihe le ft root frce for geaI' changing evcn whcn one IllcelS an ollcoming car. In view of the 
high speeds ma in lainecI during almos! ail Ihe lime 1 had the car. (he pelrol conslllllption 
ri gure of 23 Ill.p.g . is good ancl il wOllld be reasonable 10 expcci sO llle slighl improvemcnt 
at more normallollfing spccds. Owing 10 Ihe low chass is levcl, and Ihe deep doors, Iherc are 
no foolwell s 10 inconvc nicnce Ihe rcar passcngers . Gencrall y spcaking. the car appealed 10 
me as being beller Ihan thcory had prcvioll sly suggested . 
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A Shop Press 

Having rcec lltly done an article on building a sand bl as l cab inet , 1 thought il \Vou le! be a 
good ide a if club membe rs passel! o n dctai ls of usefu l 100is and cqui pmcnl they have e it hcr 
rccellt l)' purchased or had fo r l'cars and found ind ispensable. 

Ta st<.trt the ba il rolli ng Illy hllesl acqu is ition is a 10 10 11 shop press l'rom Nort hern Tocl 
& Eq u ipmcnt. 1 have on ocç~ls i on s had to press bcarings and bushes out o f hOlls Îngs that 
have bcen very tight , the lasl o lle \Vas in so light Ihat Illy lIsuaJ trick of n couple of SQckcls 

and the vicc fai lcd whe ll the vice snapped \V ith an 
airn iglll)' bang! Alsc as par1 of Ill)' business o f restoring 
<lc forl anes 1 have rcccntl )' had ta rcmove an ax lc 
l'rom a n undercarr iagc Icg a nd had 10 takc il to a 
friends eng ineering shop to use hi s 20 ton press , but 
Il1 at's a rou nd trip o f over two hours . W hen it carne 
10 reillove anoth er 1 had thc idea of look ing 10 get a 
press of my o\V n , 

1 looked Ihroug h a il Ill y tool ca ta logues b ut the 
cheapes t was aroun d the [200 mark. 1 had an old 
cata logue from No rt hcrn Tools but very out o f da te 
but il di d havc a press Iha t looked in tcrest ing and at a 
very good priee, 1 looked 0 11 thei r web s ile and [hey 
still stocked the sarne press bul no\V even cheaper! 
T hi s \Vas q ui ckly o rdc recJ a nd tlnec days late r il 
a rri ved . 

1 wasn'I sure \V hat 10 expect bUI il carne in two 
heavy stout cardboard boxes and \Vas very easy 10 
assemble , Ihe instructi ons rcco l1lmcnded il took IWO 
peo pl e bul J ma naged ok by myse lf. 1 a m ve ry 
imp resscd \V it h the s tu rdy cons truct io n a nd the 
princ iplc is ve ry s im ple lI s ing a large bottl e jack as 
yOll can sec fro m th e p ic turc . lt also came \V ith two 
th id stee l plates \V ith d irrc re nt shaped cul QU iS 0 11 

each s ide , a great idea, T he bed is acljllslablc over a 
long range as yO ll can see l'ro m Ihc ho les in the s icle 
frames, 
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How did it perform in practi ce, weil fant;lSlic rea l1 y . it has a far longer strokc than the 
20 Ion professional o ne [ uscd. 50 pressed Ihe axle o ui rar quicker. Wi lh a shorler sl roke yOll 
are forever leu ing Ihe pressure o ff and pUlling in spaeers 10 press further. 1 ha ve round o ther 
uses for it as weiL [i ke stra ighleni ng parts Ihal would have been tOllgh go ing in the vice and 
1 evcn presscd SOllle strc ngthen ing channe ls in a noor panel 1 \Vas making us ing a s imple 
plywood former. dead casy. 

If yOll [ike 100ls 10 l1lake jobs cas ier 1 wou ld reco t1lmend o ne of Ihese presses, it 's nOI 
100 expens ive and yOll wi ll be surprisecl the uses yo u l'i ncl for it , 50 1 wou lcl gel in lOuch with 
'Norlhern Tools '(dcta il s be low) and don ' t forgel 10 wrilc and tell others of uscfullools yOll 
have round. 

Nort hern Too i & Equipmenl Te l: 0800 [692266 www. northerntoolllk.eorn 
Item Numbcr 14589E 10 .8 to nne Hydrali li c Shop Press Priee: f129.99 + VAT 

Home-made, non-toxic, biodegradable, rust remover 

No thi s is not a 'secret potion ' - it has bcen around for ages. Farl1lers have been using this 
rec ipe For years as they had the ingredienls always 10 hand . Ali yOll need 10 do is to buy a 
jar of molasses, pou r it into a large p lasli c container, and pour eigh t more bott les full of 
wa ter in o n top of the molasses . Sli r it up and ilS donc. 

At thi s stage it is 50 ha l'ml css yO ll CO LI Id drink il but al' ter a few days whe n it starts 10 
ferlllen t and gelS a Illould growing o n the surface of il you l1l ight nOI be so kee n 10 taste il. 
However the 111001ld and the aeeompany ing smcll have no effeet on the way Ihe s lu ff works 
and yOll can go o n us ing the sa ille tub of it for yea rs. A neat fittin g lid is a good idea 
because the s lllcll g ivcn o lT, whil e nol really o ffensive, is o ne th at yO ll probably do n ' t need . 
1 have had il tub of Ihi s with n lid, sitting in the workshop at work for about 4 years and 
therc have been no cOlll p[ai nts about the smell so fa r. [ have p[aced a meta[ bar across Ihe 
top of the container and bang the pieces 1 want "'de- rusted" on hooks made of coal-hanger 
\V ire. 

The advanlages of thi s mi xtu re are many. 
1. [t doesn't cost a bomb. YOLI can make abO lit 9 litres for about $5.00. Lnrgerquantities 

(4 litre plastic conlaine rs of Molasses) ean be bought l'ro m 'feecl & g rain ' slores . 
2. It rel110ves ru SI around co rners and in places where you can ' t even see. 
3 . It won' t hurt youl' sk in (if yOll are game to put your hand into so rnething Ihat has mOlJld 
growing on top.) 
4. It ean be lip ped oui on the ground when yOll ha ve fini shed us ing il. 
5. Il I<lsts so long that yOll coulcl leave it to grand c hildren in your wi ll ! (\Vilh any luck you 
wi ll have managed to have squandered their inheri lance, but al least Ihey will st ill have 
Grandpa 's ruSI relllover!) 
6. And the besl parI is il t'ca ll y does re move rust! 
The on ly price yOll pay for hav ing such a eheap producl is that like o ther o ld fashio ned 
th ings, it 's slow. Having sa id that , it works unsuperv iscd around the clock ("24/7" 1 believe 
is the latesl way 10 imply Ihi s.) It takes o ne mi nute 10 put an ilem in il and o ne minUle to 
pu ll an itelll out. Therc j usl happens to be a wcek in belween. To give you sOllle idea, a 
work coll eague brought a s l11ull cast stee l vice in to be cleaned up . It was one of Ihose that 
clamps 10 the edge o f the bcnch with a 'G' clamp type se rew underneath. Il \Vas covered in 
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red powdery rliSI Ihal had bccn Ihe re a long lime. Il Went in rusly in one piece on Monday 
:md came out brighl clcan sleel on Friday. Ali inside Ihe hollow casl ing was nice and cle'lIl 
al so. 

My brolhe r had SOIllC window sash we ighls Ihat had been used 10 lowcr Ihe 'gang 
plank ' for hi s yacht. They had been hanging on Ihe Will iamstown jell y for years with salt 
water washing over Ihem. The ru st was 50 thick that il came off in flakes abolit 2mm. Ihick. 
Af"tcr 2 weeks in Ihe lub they came OUI looking likc they were covered in weI muc!. Af"tcr a 
good scrubbing in I"resh waler, Ihey caille out as brighl . while, cast iroll . They were then 
primed and painted ta make Ihcm like new. 

You will find il necessary to wash the molasses off after the process. T he process does 
nOI go on eat ing away <.Jt Ille la l after il is rellloved from the molasses. Products thal have 
bcen pulled ouI. washed and dricd with a blast l'rom Ihe ai r hase sometimcs sil around the 
workshop for wceks and show no\\' signs of rusling again. 

1 have heard stori es of people who put rolled edge \\'hce ls in Ihe lllix and then had thelll 
spray- painted and then. c ightccn 111 0n ths Inter. l'mllld that thc rims were rusting ouI. The 
story was thal the molasses re:lcLi on just kept on go ing insidc Ihe rim and 'chcwcd' il out. 
The reality is Lhat any chcmical rcaction only continues as long as there arc ulluscd chemicals 
ava ilab le. O nce Ihe reaclion has happened and a ne\\' substance is fo rmed, the reac Li on 
SIOpS. However if those ri ms had been rusled inside and Ihe rust was removed Ihen the Ime 
cond ition of the whecls mighl have been revealed. If the inside of the rims we re cleaned of 
rust and then le ft unpainled and unprotecLed Ihen they may start la rusl out. 

If 1 wanted to use Ihis process on such whcels thcll 1 thin k that the rÎms should be 
di pped inlo a phosphori c ac id mix and when dl)'. dipped into a metal primer and then lïnally 
into paint ta make sure that the inside of the rilll was prope rl y protected. Dipping so Ihat 
paint can lï ll the rim would be the only way 10 be sure Ihat it was ail covcred insidc. You 
onl y nced a shallow tray La do thi s as you can stand thc wheel up in the mixture and Ihcn 
move il round ta the next sect ion of rim and 50 on unlil the whole whccl has been donc. 

If you have a lot of rusty ironw'lre la deal wilh Ihis is the simple, easy and cast effective 
w<ly 10 dea l with it. 

Paul Bamrord 

Work on a Graber Body 

This is (II/ ex/rocl from Ille Pre- / 940 Trilllllpil Oll/Ilcrs Club Journal, June 2005. Reprillted 
lVilil Ille killd permissioll of/Ile Club , per David Maso" (Press & P.R .). COllllll llllicated by 
D(lrol B(lker . 

ln the June 2005 issue o f the Prc- 1940 Triumph Qwners C lub Jou lllal , Fran z Halcbur 
reportcd on a new tre:llme nt of the Graber bodywo rk on hi s Trilllllph Continental . Gene rally 
the car was in very sound and exccplionally origina l condition, but duc ta several repa ints 
the visual qualily of the car was nOI appeal ing. lllC Olim was la bring the cur back 10 ils orig inal 
condition.The work rcqui red included stripping the body down 10 bare mela!. pmlly separaling 
the body from the wooden SLf uc\ll re (replacing wherc necessary), Ihen rC<l ssembling and 
painting the body. 

Unhappy with ex pe ri ences of chemical stripp ing and Ihe cl ass ic bead blasting. the 
aU lhor had hemd of a new type of "ice blasting' that \Vus bc ing used for removi ng ullderscal 
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coa tings in Gennany. It is basicall y li kc sand blasling . but wi th much less force and using 
d ry ice instead of sand. The d ry iee freezes the attacked surfacc il11ll1cdiate ly Ihc mate ri al 
jusI 'cxplodcs ' l'rom the surface it is attached 10. This works for a il ki nd of coalings and a 
Iraincd opcralo r is ab le 10 rCll10vc e:'lch layer withoui dcslroyi ng Ihc laye r lI ndcrnealh . 

First thc 1I 1ldcrs ide of Ihe Triumph was cleilned. with ail wi ri ng and rllnning gear left in 
place. Even Ihe leather spri ng gai lers . which whcre covercd in a Ihick laye r of grc<lse and 
Illuck. wrned o ut almost li ke new and Ihe unders ide of the car lookcd hard ly uscd after the 
Iren tmCll1. With such an impress ivc result re illova i of thc paint l'rom Ille body was tried. 
which the opcratives had Ilot tried bcfore. T he rc sllit was f:'l11tas ti c . J 0 thermal or stress 
defects o n the e nti re body and a clean surf:.tcc frce of gre:.tse or any solvelll to work l'rom: 
the drca m of any coac hbuilder. 

Some of the lowcr body sec tio ns were detachcd from the partly rolte n wood struclure of 
the body wi th the help 01':.1 coachbuilder. A loca l woodworker , who has the rare skill 10 
rebu ild Ihe woodwo rk pro fess io nall y evcn rccog nised that the two s ides o f the orig innl 
structu re ul Graber had been do nc by d iffcrcnt work mc n. This was assullled 10 be bccause 
o f Ihe very short time between the dcli very o f the T rill mph l'uJ1TlÎng geaI' and Ihe Geneva 
Motor Show (Graber put in abOlit 1,930 Ill an ho urs within 1 fi J110Tl ths 10 fini sh the Car in 
time for Ihe Show). Reassembling and pa inting the body look some 150 mail hours lIs ing 
Ihe Iradit iona l techniq ues that were used orig inall y. T he on ly compromise W:.lS the li se of 

modern IWO pack pa in!. But the orig inal pain l was thorollghly ana lysed la gel Ihc correct 
colour and fin ish. 
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POSED? 
PROBED 

~g~~~~ 
'The Case of the Surplus Bumper' 

Jean Guichet taking part in the 1954 Liege-Rame-Liege Ratly 
Photo: via Laurent Le Pont 

Surcly thcrc call be fc\V lll cmbcrs o f the C lu b unawarc o f the '!lc n' s (cclh" scenario wlli ch 
currcnl ly surrounds the <Iva il abililY of T A <lnd TC Three- lit re bumpcrs - parti cularl y the 
carly- type TA vers io n \V ith ils art dcco patlern curvaturc - COllcavc al Ihe top . and cOll vex 

bclow . 
Thall ks 10 a rcccnt piccc of input from one of Illy French corrcspondcnts . Lau rent Le 

Fo nt. 1 now have a pert inent slory . Laurent 15 wri ting a book which. amongsl o ther Ihi ngs . 
c ll compasscs the acti viti cs o f the Ang loph il e Jacques Sa voye . who mccd S illgc rs .11 Le 
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Mans and e lsewhcrc be fore thc war , and afl cr cessation ofhoSlililÎes bcc<lllle the Paris Alvis 
and Singe r import cr. One of thcse im porls was a TC2 11100 Tickfo rd drophead coupé. and 
Laurcnt has a photograph of il cOlllpcling in the 1954 Liege-Rollle-Liege Rnll y . clri vcn by 
Jean Guichet. in wll ich il sufferecl SOllle damage ( I"airly ev idcnt fro111 the photograph). and il 
subseque nll y retired. 

Now be ing unsurpri sing ly inqui s it ive in cs tabl ishing exac tly wllic h car th is \Vas, 1 
plo ll ghed throug h the records of Ihe Fre nch ex port s of thi s Illodel , ancl happily fo und a 
matc h with c hass is 25536 . ConfinnalOry to thi s ide ntifi ca tion is an o rde r. by the said 
Jacques Savoye, in Ihe car's service hi sto ry. fo r a re placeme nt bumper fo r the owner. who is 
recorded as being a M. Raemake r. From furthe r corrcs pondcnce in Ihe lïJe it transpires thal 
Alvis Ltd (mos t uncharac teris tica lly) sllpp li ed il bUlll jJer o f Ihe wrong type (ca rl y T A) 
whereas a T C type was obvioll sly required . Savoye goes 0 11 10 bemoan the fae! Ihal having 
paid scanclalollsly excess ive illlPOl1 charges and carriagc on the said part , il will bc lIlleconomic 
fo r him 10 retllrn il. 1 undersland that one of the correct type \Vas subseque ntly des patched 
by Ihe Works. My devioll s mind now wonders if there could sti ll bc in France. some\V hcrc . 
a ' hen's tceth ' Art Deco T A2 1 bumper still in its makcr's \Vrappings? Food fo r tho lighL 

The A lvis connec tion with Jean Guiche t does not e nd \V ith the lIns llcccss ful Licge­
Rome-Liege cvenl. A decade later Guichet WHS to w ill Ihe 1964 Le Ma ns T went y- Four 
Hour Race in a Ferrari . in parlI1ership with Vacnre ll a . and had hoped to re peat the success 
the fo llowing yca r whe n hi s co-driver was Mike Parkes, son o f J.J. Parkes. Alvis Ltd's 
Managing Direc to r. However he reli red with gearbox problems. 

ln concl usion. if any I11cmber Îs prÎvy to ully info rmation re lating 10 Jaq ues Savoye. 
Fre nch Alvis import s. o r any of thc evcnts Illcntioned . 1 WQuid apprec iate bcing contactcd 
so that Laurenl Le Pont may be assis ted \V ith the fulles! Alvis input to his fo rthcoming 
book . 

Is it not sad that one onl y lea lll s of the sOlllcti mcs colourful lives which some membcrs 
have Icd al'ter they have passed on. He nry S tonor (Obituary No 499 page 196) W ilS twice a 
member: 2563 of August 1963 then 4323 01" January 197 1. 

ln Mare h 199 1. whe ll he was liv ing in Malpas. Cheshire. wc received a letter l'rom him 
enqu iring as 10 Ihe location of hi s Silver Eag lc (Chass is No. 127 13. Reg isl rat ion No.\VS 
6850 .. ... . and where is il now??) 

However, Henry Stonor will be besl re membercd for his Speed Twenty SB Spec ia l, 
ehass is 112 18. whieh had started 01'1" \Vi th the mark YY 96, but had bee l1 re- reg istercd NG 
8267. fOrillnate ly st ill aro llnd and \V ith Illcmber 10093: John \Vykes or Norfo lk. 

This car has been \Vrillell up at Ica st t\Vice in Bu lle lins: 2 11 of may 197 1. where HAS 
also lllelliions once owning a TA2 1. then aga in by Ke n Day in Bulletin 247 of July 1974. 
Henry Stonor \Vas clcarl y a largcr (han li fe charac ter wbo will be greatly missed . 

Dave C ulslww 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

From: <Woodicuk8@aol.col11> 
Hi Ju lian. 
1 \Vas visiting the son o f the [ounder of Whitacrcs Coachbu ildcrs in Stoke on Trent ycslcrday and 
1 Cound Ihe attachcd photo in a pack of photos givcn to him by Derek Jennings. Ihe former 
MD of Jennings CoadK raft bascd in Sandbach . 

NOl exac tl y il Woodic (a lthough undoubtcd ly using il woodcn frame) bul il sure looks 
like a TA 1410 Ille. Ir you like il l ' Il indudc a high rcso lulion vers io n in the batch of photos 
for the woodiç rcaturc . Unrort unatc ly , 1 didn" , Imll up an)' other Alvis Woodic l'ha los. bul 
loads of Austi ns and a fcw Standards, includ ing a prototype Standard 10 woodic!! 
Regards. Col in Pcck. Wooclie Car C lub 

From Graclllc Ri chardson. Il , Cedar HOll se, Heathcrhaycs. Ipswich. IPl 9 DD 
Deal' Julian , 
This photocopy is from ' Duplc ' by Alan Townsin , publi shcd by Venture Publi catio ns Ltd in 
1998. ISBN 1 89843246 5 This book is thoroughly rccOllllll cnded to mcmbc rs who arc 
interested in coachbuîlding. Arnong the IllOst interestill g ca rs bod ied by Duple was Ihi s 
Alvis Speed 20, dating fro m laIe 1932. regi s lcrcd YY 924. Il was for Mr Lloyd Thompson 
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of thc j-Ioldsworth conce rTl. major supp li ers of moquctte. II hacl a larger boot Ihan the n lI sual 
and provision wns made for Ihe rc moval of Ihe rea r scalS 10 allow additional spncc for the 
carri age of luggage. Il was pninled black wilh g reen mudguards and whecls. Does Ihe car 
sti ll ex ist? 

30 Ormond Park Road, Brookville, NY, 11 545 , USA 
Dcar Juli an. 
1 rcad with greal inte rest the article by Bob Dark in the Mareh April 2006 Bulletin No. 498. 
If you refe r back 10 the Nove rn be r 1 December 2000 Bulletin No. 466 yOll wi ll sec that that 
the Iwo unidentifïed Alvises are Tiek ford 24728 and Mullinc r 24826. 1 had orig inally round 
the sc cars on Long Islane! , New York am i contactee! Wayne who camc and bought thcm 
from the owncr who was rnoving house and could nol lake them with hil11. l'Ill pleased 10 

sec Iha t they finall y made in back home 10 the UK. As a s icle noIe during il rccelll vis il to 
Hong Kong 1 met Daniel Fischlin from Swilzc rl and who was participaling in an As ian mac! 
rall y . 1 have cnclosed il pholO of his Speed 20SC Charlcsworth . 
Bes l regards, Edward Halcman 
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1 (llso !t(lve copies oflhese e·l1J(lil.~· , 'l'hic/! refer 10 "rev;ous {Ir/ides ÉlI ,Ile Bulle/ill: 

From: Danie l Geoghegan 
AugusI 19 , 2006 
Subjec t: KENYA 
Dcar Juli an. 
1 have bcen mcaning (Q wr itc regard ing the artic le on Alvis in Afri ca . but S imon Fishe r' s 
ti mcly lette r in Bulleti n 500 has provided a very suil ab le link bClween the origi nal arti cle 
and my note be low. 

Last ycar 1 came across a di slllanlied 12150 lhat. so the sIal')' wenL came la the UK from 
Kenya along with a di smant lccl Speed Twenly and a Bcnlley 3-4 1/2 li lre , rcf1ecting c lements of 
the salllC siory Ihal Simon tell s in hi s lï nal paragmph . The nd verti sement Illcnt ioned il chass is. 
engine . gcarbox , l'ra ni axle (with siec ring ann s we ldcd la the beam, presumably to fac ilil<l lC 
use as a traile r axlc). ail rou nd in Ke nya. and cnough olher pieces (Q make Ihis a viablc 
rcbui ld projeet. 1 went 10 see the co llection of picccs , 10 fïnd a re markab ly good chass is 
absent o f any pitt ing o r corrosion. and wilat turned out to be an eng ine in very solid shape 
and still to o ri gina l spec ilï cation. Slrnnge ly, Ihe tee th had been rcmovcd l'rom the outside 
edge of Ihe Il y wheel. so it may have seen some se rv ice in nmning a sawmill o r. perhaps , il 
water pU1l1p or similar. 

1 had been looking for a goocl lwo-seater vintage Alvis fo r a whilc and. having completed 
the pun.: hase. dec ideclthat the ideal wOlild be 10 have a po li shed aluminium beelleback wilh 
e.xterna l ex hallst. In full SO spec ifica tion. il \Vou ld be even better. wilh big port head and 
close ratio gears . As John Bate succ inctly rem inisces in Ihe excerpl in Si l11on' s letter. 'Pride 
of place, of course . must go to the beauti ful 12/50 Iwo semer sport s ... A pictll re in Ihose 
da ys of sight and sound . especial1 y aided by Ihat impress ive Alvis oul side e xhausl'. 

A few wecks later, the Car Record arri vcd l'rom Red Triangle and , slamped 5 172 . il 
appeared Ihat Ihe c hass is was d ispa lched 171h May 1927 . reg islered WK 11 47 , to the 
' C rowll Agent for Colonies '. prcsumabl y fo r im1l1ediate export. Il was hard 10 credit the 
comme nce and Illy good fortune . whe n il transpired that Car 105 11 is aClllally il 12/50 SO. 
ha ving bce n desp'lI ched as a '2s Sporls ' by Cl1'bodies (body 4793) . ·Po l. A lulTl' with 
' Outside Exhaust'. 1 now wonder if Ihis W~lS the car Ihal John Baie reca ll s . a lbe il il left Ihe 
UK unpainted and he reeall s "' if 111y memory serves me correctly. that Alvis \Vas pa inted 
primrosc and black". 

The chass is came wilh cllg ine ll11tllber 6898. wlli ch is al so inlriguing. as il incl icates thal 
anolhcr 12/50 must have bCCll in Ihe vicinty al a similar lime . The Car Record states Ihat il 
bc longe cl lO Cm 11 344. c hass is 6505 , cl espatc hed I SI Mare h 192 8 to ·J.R . Be ll Esq. 
Ayrshi re (fo r Uganda)' . This was a TG , registered 24 March 1928 as W K 443 1, a 4 seater 
sports by Cross & Ellis (body 30098). ' Royal Blue . ce llulose fini sh. wings - black' . 1 will 
fo rward a piclll re of the complcted ehass is . 
Besl Wishcs Dan ie l 

From: Simon Fi sher 
To: Danie l Geoghegan 
August 22 , 2006 
Deal" Danie l 
Thank yOll fo r le ui ng Ille know the fate of Ihe Ke nyan 12/50. 1 had kll own of its ex islence 
and Ihal of Ihe Speed 20 sincc abOlit 1995 , whe n they were languishing in a barn on a farm 
owncd by Guy D'Olier on the shore of Lake Nai vasha . Guy had aboui 15 pre-war cars al 

461 



Illai lime and. wh il st he a lways hac! a coup lc in drivcab le cond ilion, rcslora tion work was 
very s low. The star of hi s coll ection \Vas the 3/4.5 BCIlI1cy of abo ui 1928 Ihal \Vas sc ruffy 
bul mOlored \Ve ll. and he still has a vinlilge HOlchkiss . 1 reca l! Ihe Speed 20 bei ng fa irl y 
complete Illcchanica ll y . bul in pieccs and wi th no bodywork. At Ihal lime 1 only saw Ihe 
12/50 c ng ine . and \Vas unawarc Ih ,1I Ihere \Vas also a chassis. Guy rnent ioned. if Ill y lllel1lory 
is correct. Ihal il used 10 drive a Water ]lum p on the farm. 

1 \Vrote 10 Guy asking if he \Voule! scH Ille the Speed 20 part s, o r orfer me fïrst refusaI. 
bUI he replied say ing they we re nOI hi s and he \Vas only s lOring Ihelll for a fr ic nd. 1 \Vas 
thereforc quile upsel when 1 found o ui Ihal he had sold them three or four yea rs b<lck 10 <In 
acqua intanee. Roger Tanne r, in Na irobi toge the r \V ith Ihe Benlley and a vin lage Roll s­
Royee (w hich fealUrcd 'lu ite prominent ly in the film 'Out of Africa'). When 1 Illet Guy hller 
he apo logised to me, say ing thal he had j ust \Vanlcd 10 get l'id of eve rylh illg in one go . 
Roger, ull !"ortunately, is as 111 11ch il trader as an e nlhusiasl and quile quickl y gOI ail the cars 
and bils cmted up and sent 10 England. 

[t certa inly seems like ly Ihat yo ur c hass is is Ihe prirnrose and black ca r re rened 10 by 
Johl1 Baie. 
Besl wishes . Simon 

Deal' Julian 
JUSI reeeived Ihe buest Alv is Bullelin. which as ever is a Iri bulc 10 yOUl' cdi torial exce llence. 

l' Ill contac ling you as bcing Ihe currc nl O\V ller (s ince 1999) of DNC 754 rnenlioncd in 
Ihe lett er by Wayne Brooks. l've been Pli ll ing logethcr inrormatioll about ilS hi story and had 
been wa nling 10 contact yo u evenluall y \V ilh il view 10 writi ng a piece abo ll l il. bUI pressure 
of work (retire me nt?-Pah !) had conspired aga ins!. Wayne's letter has been an obviolls spu t". 
and if 1 were 10 say (hat 1 wo uld try 10 gel Ihe rescarch fin ished and somc th il1 g writte n by 
Ihe e nd or the year, wou Id you in princ ip le be prepa red 10 pub li sh il ? (Dave C ulshaw. 
George BUIli n and Olhers have been in louch over the yems with he lprul in/"ormation ; 1 now 
have in mi nd a l'ull y deta ilecl piece). 

Inc ide ll tall y . 1 beli eve that the car was owned not onl y by Alberto Mo ri n bui by Tom 
Wo lfe the Ilove li s l, who appea red 10 o\Vn il al the l ime he \Vro le h is book abo Li t the 
Cal iro rnia car c ultu re. T he mind bogg ies 10 imagine him luming up in a black 1937 Alv is to 
mee tings o r prolohi ppies d ri ving psychede li c sireet machines! l ' m researching Ih is - Illy 
wife knows Tom sligh lly rrom way back. A c urrent p iclure of the car is attached. 
Besl wishes. John Buck ingham 

462 



This letter from CJu-is Storrar contains important information about the 
selection of Alvis models to bc the 'Topic Cars' for International 2007. 
Subjee!: AOC 
1'0: rcxh@btcollncct ,col1l 
Dcar Rex. 
1 Was very saddcllcd to heM from Steve Horne. our EA Chainn~lI1 . Ihe news aboli{ Julian 
Collins. Julian joincd the Club:1l about the saille Lime as Andrew and Ille _ in Ihe l1l id sixties. By 
co ïncidence, the ortïec 1 uscd to have in Singaporc \Vas in Golden Mile l'ower. the same 
IOwcr building as Julian 's. ovcrlooking the sca in Bench Road . and 1 \Vus al ways glad of 
Julian 's checr)' sm il ing wc lcome and În lercslÎ ng chat. 1101 only 011 A lv is. bUI Malays i'lIl 
Vintagc Car Clu b. Spitfirc Society, and others of bis man)' Îll tcrcSls, on Ill y busi ness trips 
ouI Ihere. 1 visitcd him al his ra mily hOllle in East Mail ing, Kent af'tc r Inlcrnationallast year 
and spcnt a very happy rew hours in hi s mOloring li bra ry, of wll ich hc W Ol S very proud. He 
look Ihe dUSlshecls 01'1' Ihe Fi rc fl y Specia l and anti c ipatcd the joy of ge ll Îng he r back on the 
road aga in in the ruture. He was a lovely m:\n. who d id 50 lll 11 ch fo r LI S. and will be l1111 ch 
Illi ssed. 

My th'lIlks to you for picking up thc ba ton of The Bullelin . a Illuch looked fo rward 10 

part of li re und an esscntial part of the 'g luc' binding our Club togethe r. 
No saoner has tlle dust sculed on Ihc 2006Inlelll:ltional , than thoughls HIIlI to preparations for 

nex t ye;'lf. As in the last Iwo years, 1 will have the pleasure of orgmlising the Display, th is 
time with Derek Tourie. The EA Commiuce has stil l to <lnnoum:e the exact d~lIe <lnd locat ion. 

The Displa)' topic for 2007 will be 75 )'cnrs of the Spccd 20 a nd Fircll)' . so De rek 
~lIld 1 hopc 10 gathe r a good selection of ail types . with a wide selection of coachwork. T he 
Specd 20 and FireOy were very Jl1uch land mark cars in Alv is hi slOry. particularly in styling. 
wh ich dcserves ce lebrat ing. Nick Walker' s . Alvis Speed Models in Dewi!" li sts the proto­
type Speed 20, chass is 9 184. as rcg islcrcd on 14 OClober 193 1 and \Vus refcrred 10 as u ' 20 
Horsepowcr Sports Sil ver Eagle'. The !i rst cars in the hands of the dea lers and the name 
Spced 20 appeared at the beginni ng of 1932, wi th the Fire fl y fo ll o\Ving shortl y after, so wc 
can Ilot let Ihis :lnnive rsary pass by. My car is il Jan 1933 and as l'ri cnels will know, 1 am 
beso tted with it! A mcntion in the Bul letin wOllld be wclcomc and Illcmbers wanting ta 
bring Ihei r Speed 20 can conlact me on ChriscslOrra r@aol.col1l o r 0 137 1 8 11 849 . De rek 
rcminds me Ihat the fOll r cy linde r cars arc j ust as intercst ing ancl Fire fl y owners should 
conlacl him on Dercklourle@holmail.co lll or 0 1798873320. It would be ni ce if Ju lian' s 
Firc fl y made it , in hi s mcmory . 

1 still havc Illy Programllle for the I3th National (as il \\'<lS Ihcn) Alvis Day at Cryslal 
Pa lace on 19 May 1968, c nt itled Specd 20 YeaL Il is fasc inat ing to thi nk Ihat Ihe cars are 
no\V ovcr doub le Ihe age Ihey \Ve rc thell. AI that li mc. 1 was lI sing OIlC as Illy everyday 
tr.:lIlSport - an SB Van den l'l as saloon. no\\' wit h Joc Marsdcn in Ne\\' Zcaland. and happi ly 
very we il reslored incJ ucling orig inal coachwork. 

l ,lt1ach a Pholo take ll on Wedding dut y on Sat 261h August al J-I cdingham Castle. 
Suffolk, of Steve Home wi th his Speed 20 SD Charles\\'orth OHe. ancl Illy SA Van den 
l'las s;.liooll . What beller way to travel. 
Besl Regards, 
Chris Storrar 
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Sieve Home wilh his Speed 20 SO Charleswor1h OHC and Chris Siorrar's SA Van den P/as saloon. 
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Malcolm and Jennie Kindell 

Reflections on a Wet Weekend 
(Norfolk , 19-21 May 2006) 

A lack of ho liday c ntitl c lllcnt meanl 1hat we couic! o nl y book one day' s ho liday for Ihe 
Alv is wcekcnd: sa \Vith apologies to Richard Joyce wc duckcd OU I or the Friday Red 
Triangle cvcnt and made a laIe staft frolll Ruislip and Harrow (to pick Jennic up from work) 
only 10 gel c<lught L1 p in the hOlllcward boune! tralTie l'rom London il110 East Ang lia. 

Around the Norwich Ring Raad wc caught up \V ith John and Jenny Oli ve i ra and I1carly 
fo lJowed Ihe m to the A irport Frc ight Terminal. A mac! scramblc 10 our roOIll. il quick w<ls h. 
change o f clolhcs and brush up berore mounting the s tcps of the Routcmilste r wh ich \VilS 10 

takc us \0 a Yacht C lub for dinner. The occupants of the lOI' dcck gcuing a rcsoll il d ing 
drumming rrom ovcrhang ing branches to which the Ro utc mastcr evelltua ll y succumbed and 
decanted il s load 10 walk the lasl !cg o f the journey . A few pints of Wherry's loca l a le and a 

hearty mea l made th e evcni ng pass quick ly. In rClll ini sc ing o ld l imes with Frank A ll wood. 
sadly no\\' whee lchair bound. wc d id n' t noti ce the restauranl had ern ptied and o ur conccrns 
were that the ROlile rnaste r Ill ight lcave withou t us . A lo ng wa lk IIp the driveway in pitch 
black \Vas occasionall y a ided by th e powe rful flash lamp of Dav id Pearce. We heard thal at 
[cast one person had lllmbled into the d itch. fo rtunate ly unscalhed cxcept for th e ir pride. 
Malcolm playcd bus conductor on the \Vay back bUI \Vasn't allo\Vecl to coll cc t an y rares. 
T he bus had a gooe! tllrn of speed but an yth ing over 45mph produced horrib le no ises l'rom 
beneath likc as if the propshaft \Vas ha ving a se riolls fight w ith the back ax le. Tite purists 
bemoaned the Clirnmins cngine . 

Saturd ay morning :Ind wc \Vere busing agnin. titi s lime on a lllxllry coach to the hea rt of 
Norwi ch for a gll idcd tour around t!li s hi stori c c it y . lt \Vas n 't long before we \Vere clodging 
the rain sho\Vcrs and poki ng umbrell as up and clown. Highligh ts o f the wa lki ng tour \Vere 
the plaques dedicated 10 Norfolk Trades on Ihe wa ll of the Cily Ha ll : the Illagnifi cenl 
churches including thc o ne w ilh the infmnous No rw ich spi re: Ihe Gui ld hall: the wa ll made 
out of cul flint and the co lourful aw nings of the Cent ra l Market. Our gu ide a lso pointe e! o ut 
Illany other inle resting s ites such as boundary mark ings, w hich would not have bcen spotlcd 
othcrw isc. 

In the afte rnoon 'The Mis trcss ' took us 10 Wro xham. Ihe cap ital of the Norfo lk Broads 

for a boat trip. Most of Ihe pal1y were happ il y seated o n Ihe open cleck chalt ing <lway and 
play ing ' Ki ng C;lI1utC' 10 the threate ning bl.tck cloucls about 10 dump Iheir wo rs\. Ve ry saon 
a mass transfer to thc lower inte rnai deck confinllcd the miserable conditions. O n thc ou t ward 
joumey. tra vers ing the inJle r ancl outer decks at the whim of thc weathcr, wc had fun spotting 

a il th e w ild lire and th eir young . look ing at ail the d ifferctlt cran , waving to people (SOIllC­

thing us Brits <Irc good at) and observing ail the s plcnd id ho uses . cottages and boal hou ses 
a Il w ith Ihe ir o\Vn waterways for the ir boats. The re turtl jourtley over the saille stretch o r 
water at 4 mph became a liule lediolls. 

By the laIe afle rnoon and evening the ra in had sel in good and proper but thi s did not 
spoil Malcolm' s e nthus iaslll to check over Malcolm Bootc's 'new' TA 21 ancl go for a dr ive 
w ith him in thc 'The M istrcss'. 

The essentia l evening ga la rncal \V ith welcoming speeches. presentations to John and 
Nadinc Fox l'rom Ihe Swiss cont ingent and gencral convivia li lY a il \Venl clown extrcmely weil. 
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Awake at 6 .00 am on Sunday to sce brilli ant sUllshinc. sadly not to lasl. bu t it staycd dry 
long cnough ta enjoy Malcolm 's 'Vcry Scnior Moment ' hav ing a vc ry plcasant dri ve 
th rough Nort h Norfo lk and a long thc No rt h Norfo lk CO"lst ta nrri vc .. Il Holkham Hall ! 
Whcrc was cvcrybody! Thank full y with Jcnnic' s c .xpert nav igating skill s wc did cventuall y 
arrive at Houghton Ha ll and wcre grcetcd with conccrns and worries rro l11 Jack Clover as 
judg illg o f 'concours' , of which Ma lco lm was pa rt o f thc team , was we il undc r way . 
Malcollll ' s job was 10 j udge cngincs and chasses o f the post \Var cms . Was thi s retributio l1 
fo r arr iving latc? AI least Malcolm was givcn a ' praye r mat ' to knecl 0 11 bu t this saon 
became as wct as the grass il W<lS l11eant ta pro tect him fro l11 . Was Malcolm the onl y one 
wnlki ng around with wct knees? Our lï rsi appra isal of a il the cars concllldcd just as the 
heuvcns opened sa a hast)' retrcal ta the marq uee g<lvc Malcolm a chancc ta conduct sa ille 
Council business and l'onder the Speed 25 chass is . Judg ing resliits we re be ing handed back 
to Jack and wc had onl y concl uded our lï rst appra isal. 50 ouI into Ihe wet we bOlh wenl la 
a llocate marks and rcturn sa ille ve ry soggy score sheets . The blue Swiss Graber was a clear 
winner on this occasion. 

Anilouncc lllents were made and cnlri es invited for the new 'Roly 5 illllllonds' award for 
bcSt-reslOred car over the lasl twe lve months. Our Chainnan .. md MnJcolm had a very plCi.ISalll 
lime checking out the cntries and made a join t dec ision la prescnt Ihe lrophy 10 Malcolm 
Boolc for his ' new' TA2 1 saloon. A he;:u1-wi.mn ing moment for the TA2 1 Model Sccrctary . 
Malcolm look up the orfe r 10 drive Malco lm ' s car aro und Ihe estate and was mighti ly 
impresscd with his projcc!. Everylh ing taut. no rail les or shakes . positive and light slee ring, 
s l1100th engine performancc and j ust as Ihe car wo uld have becll s traight out o r the show 
rOO I1l . 

Duties ovcr it was time to chcck OUI TA2 1s in Ihe car park, the rlllltastic cxhib its in the 
Red Tri angle marquee und othe r fabu lous cars dOllcd around. Tea and cukes also we nl 
down wclL 

Ail 100 soon it was limc fo r prizc giving and with ye l more rai n wc made a squelchy 
ex it rrom HOll ghton Hall and he'lded home to London. 

A big ' tbank you' 10 Stevc Home i.md his Team for a ra bulous weeke nd in spite of the 
weather. One more to go for East Ang lia! 1 am sure nexi )'car' s evenl will bc equally as 
cnjoyablc. 

Membcr Michae l Crawford of Wollon - undcr - Edge wrole la Ju lian. send illg two CDs and 
SOI11C pri nts of pholOgraphs he took al Houghton Hall. (1 have reccivcd Ihe prinls but not Ihe 
CDs). 1 have added sOllle o f Ihem aCte r M.tlcolm and Jcnnie's two pictu res . Michael si.1 id 
that he could not prov ide indi vidual caplions. but 1 have donc my besi 10 li ll in the gaps . 
using the 2003 li st of Membel's i.mcl thc ir cars . Sorne might , of coursc , have changed hands 
sincc the date or Ihe publicati on. 

Thank yOll ve ry Ill uch. Michael, for the photos . Wc a il tend ta have many which arc 
unallr ibuled , but it does not reducc thc pleasure or OW ll ing photographs of sOllle ill ieresli ng 
vehicles! 

1 have not inci llded pholographs of Ci.lfS which appcared in Issue No. 500 . 

466 



Malcolm and Jennie Kindel/'s 'The Mistress' is drawn up for close comparison with Malcolm Botte 's 
'New' TA 21. The fronls do nollook sa differenl ... 

but there are several points of differnece in the rear ends! 
'The Mis/ress' is CMM 828 

Malcolm Bol/e 's 'New' TA 21 is KWF 838. 
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The Red Triangle Sales pitch. 

The Carlton Coachwork bodied 4.3 litre. Chassis No. 14858. (Info: Dave Culshaw) 
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The 1966 Graber TF 21 coupé belonging 10 K.S.Cameron. 

The 1957 Graber TC 108G coupé of N.M.Day. 
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The one-off Windover 4.3/itre satoon. Chassis No. 14804. (tnfo: Dave Cutshaw) 

Rear quarter view of the 1958 Graber TC 108G dhc of R. W. Schwarz. 
The registration is of St. Gatien in Switzerland. 
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Elegant 1948 Green TA14 Woodie belonging to P.W.Hotmes. 

ln the Red Triangle tent was this 1935 Speed 20 SC Charlesworlh dhc. 
ft belongs to J.E.M.Lee. 
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M IDLAND SECTION 

SE,CTliON NOTES 

Alvis Activities F.·om 
Around T he World -

HOWARD AR MS. ILMI NGTON, MEETING. 25 JULY 

One of Ihe lables allhe Howard Arms, with (L 10 R) Wendy Hardiman (guesl), 
Hugh Gibson, Martin Boolhman, Rachet Pryke, Jenny Putham, 

Roger Putham, Joseph Moore. 
(pholo by Genny Watker) 
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A crush of cars and people in the Howard Arms car park. (photo by Genny Walker) 

The Jul y noggin and natte r at Ihe Howard Anns in II rn inglon has Iradilionally taken Ihe 
forrn of 'Supper in the Garde n'. Behind Ihis li es the theory Ihallhere should be summerl imc 
\Vealher 10 provicle a balmy atmosphe re. but in our lickl e cl imate that hHsn't always been 
the case - therc has been more than Olle instance o f a sudden rush fo r she lter ha lf\Vay 
through the evening. 

This year of ail yea rs, howe ver , the hOI Ju ly came 10 our aid , and a record Ilumber of 
dîners - 47 - enjoyed a trul y Mecliterreanean ambience. The car park was fill cd to overnowing 
with Al vis cars From far and \Vicie - 12/50'5 . Sil vcr Eagles, Firebircl s. $ pecd 20 's and 25 ' s. 
TA 14's and 2 1 's, Grey Ladies, a TO and a TF2 1. Te rry McGrath 's Amilcar W OlS deel11ed an 
honorary A lvis fo r Ihe evening. as it \Vas standing in fo r his 12/50 which \Vas sufFcring From 
a lit of the vapours. The long-distance award \Vas judged a ti c betwcen Pe ter Knapp and 
company from Reading and Ken and Pat Cameron From Ludlow. 

The ealing and drinking in the garde n alte rnated \V ith tyre-kicking in Ihe car park , and 
ba th activities lasled we il into the dusk. May the lasl Tuesday in Jul y bring ma ny more such 
lllclllo rable evenings. 

Nick Walker 

EAST ANGLIAN SECTION 

VISITTO HELMING HAM HALLON 18 JUNE 

A warm, sUllll y mOllling saw a rumb le of Alvises heading towards the picturesque, red bri ck 
He lmi ngham Hall , c lose l)' surrounded by a moat. completc \V ith d ra \V bridge. and man)' 
acres oF formai , and info rmaI garde ns. al so with a moat. Corfee and cakes wc re the first 
prior ity, of coursc . thc n the re \Vas a choicc . 
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\Vith the permiss ion of Lord Tollcmache. wc \Vere ab le to try cach others cars on the 
ex tensive tarmac drivcways , a c ircuit of about il mile. 1 gucss . In fact. fcwcr people took up 
thi s opportun ity th' lIl cxpected ; 1 thought the problem would be kccping cars far enough 
apart. Howevcr, sOllle cl id have a go , and yours Indy swapped drives with fîve cars . Specd 
20, 12170,Creslcd Eaglc , 12/50, ilnd Firclly, for Illy 'Specd21'.AlI were fUll asexpcctcd. 
but the biggest surpri se was A lbert Markhams' Crested Eagle mobile drawing room, 1 
expected such a large car to be sluggish and hard work to gel rou nd co rners. Not 50, it was a 
rcsponsive and lidy dri ve, no wonde r Albert drives il such di stances . l ' Ill afraid 1 made a 
total mess of the gcars in Maurice Ga ll ahe rs' 12/50 though , even afte r his demonslralio ll. 
Adm ittedl y 1 have not driven my crash box Firefly lalely, sO llle practice will be Ileeded 
before il 's 75th ncx t ycar? 

Prize for the day , lhough , must go 10 T im Scorcr's TAI4 ' Woody ' . Apparent ly Lady 
To llemachc was heard 10 remark Ihal Tim 's cstate would go very niecly with her estatc ! 

Alternati vely, ail Ihose who did not wish to see people mishandl ing others cars , could 
enjoy the co lourfu l gardcns , weil not quitc ail. Sue had been "voluntccrcd" 10 acl as a marshal 
al the ex it , A lvis ladies have a hard li fe . Arte r a good va lue lunch , everyone took to Ihc 
ga rdens al some time, by now Ihe hoi -pollo i had arrived so we no longer had exclusive li se 
of the road ways. Another good day out. 

J'.H:k Clover 

Sorne of the cars with Helmingham Hall behind 
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SILVEI!STONE CLASS IC EVENT 
28 - 30 July 2006 

The Sunday A/vis contingent at the Silverstone Classic event. 

Thi s (hrec-day evcnt al the end of Jul y is now in il s second ycaL and s till as pires 10 take 
over l'rom the former 'Co)'s Sil vc rsto llc' cvent which dicd. 10 the regret of man)', a fc\V 
ycars ago . The formula is very s imilar - ca r club d isplays and !racle stands s upport il Ihrec­
day programme of vil1tagc. c lass ic and hi stori e rac ing. The dilTcrcncc these days is 1hat cach 
club' s di splay area is more of an upmnrkcI car park. in a pri vilcgcd locat ion . A nolller di/Terence 
is Ihal wc fi ll our allollcd arca on a fïrst-colllC. rirsi-se rvcd principle . according 10 ho\\' far 
in ad vancc a mcmbcr is prcpared 10 bu)' hi s o r her ha lr-priee tickets. 

Thcrc are still tec thing prob lcms to be overcome, ancl thc Coullci l w ill be decicling in 
clue course whether wc should cont inue our support. Howevc r the management scem to be 

doing a profcss ional job in most respects , and al Icast they ac ti ve ly seek the clubs' opin ions 
- an accusation neve r Icve lled against Ihose behind the Coys evenl. Equa ll y important. 
Ihough. is whether AOC (and Regi ste r) rne lllbers wal11 10 give [he ir suppo rt : s ix or scven 
cars each day was cnough 10 save us l'rom embarrass l1lenl. but o nl y just. 

Nick Walkcl' 
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